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OP 

FREDERICK THE GREAT. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

In 1734, Frcde^ick^s wish to see something of active 
military service was gratified. A competition for the crown 
of Poland involved Europe in war. Stanislaus Lesezinski, 
the choice of tlie Polish nation, was supported by France, 
as being the iatheiMu-lavv of Louis XV., while the cause of 
iUigusUis II. o( Saxony was espoused by Austria and Rus- 
sia, Stanislaus, obliged to 3 deld to the overwhelming force 
of the latter power, retired to Panzig, which was invested 
by the Russians. Escaping from the city in the disguise 
of a drover, he took refuge at Marienwerder, in the Prus- 
sian dominions. The empress of Russia set a price of 
100,000 rubles on hts head, and, when she heard that the king 
of Prussia had given him an hospitable reception, she threat- 
ened to send an armed force to seize him. Undaunted by 
tlicse menaces, the king assigned to Stanislaus a residence 
suitalde to his rank in the palace at Konigsberg, and a 
monthly pension of three hundred dollars. Louis XV. 
sent to Frederick William a gold sword richly set with 
diamonds, as an acknowledgment for his friendly reception 
of his father-indaw, l)ut he declined the present. 

But though Frederick William manifested so warm a 
friendship for the dethroned monarcli, he sided with the 
emperor in the quarrel, and at lii.s call furnished his con- 
tingent of 10,000 men to the army of the empire, which 
took th(j field under tlic renowned veteran prince Eugene, 
to dis]iossess tlio French of Lorraine and Bar, which they 
had seized. The king not only sent his son to participate 
in the operations of the campaign, but went himself as a 

VOL. 
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volunteer to the army engaged in 
which had been invested ever since the 25d oi May 
Freneli under the duke of Berwic, and \yas now close y 
besieEed The prince arrived at tlie principal cam] 

on the 7tli of July. The king had placed about h m gc^uais 
von der Schulenbui^ and Kleist, m quality o 
the instructions which he gave the prince . , . 

were very remarkable. They are drawn up entirely m Urn 
nervous spirit of Frederick William, and refci o the mi 
nutest details as well as to the most important s , fiom 

The shoes of the soldier to the '"i'^tary wmb.natmns of 
prince Eagene, morality, economy nothing i .. 

5'or the troops too tlie king had given admirable ’ 

and the Prussian army was advantageously distinguished 
by its whole composition from that of the Austnaiis. 

When Frederick, on his arrival, waited upon the veteian 
commander who bad once filled the world 
but who now exhibited only a faint gliminei of lu.s 
glory, he told him that he was come to beg permission to 
fee how a hero gathered laurels. Eugene was not a a oss 
for a flattering reply. He expressed ins regret that he had 
not before enjoyed the good fortune to have the princc-i oya 
about him, as he should then have had opporluniUes for 
sliowing him many things which are useful for a gcneinl, 
and might he applied with advantage in similar circum- 
slancesr*' for,” added he prophetically, “every thing about 
you tells me that you will some clay be a great commanclciv 
Bui’ing their first dinner, the French kept up a violent can- 
nonade upon the allies, and the prince-royal was not a liUlc 
delighted to hear a toast which he gave accom pained by tlic 
thunder of the enemy’s artillery. ^ 

Eugene was strongly prepossessed in favour of liis young 
•pupil; his understancling, his sagacity, and his oniudial spu'^h 
surprised and delighted him* Two days after Frodenck s 
arrival, the veteran commander, accompanied by the duko 
of Wirtemberg, returned his visit and staid a coiivsiderablo 
time in his tent, At parting, Eugono went first and tho 
duke followed, Frederick, wlio was previousl y acquainted 
with the latter, embraced liiin, in the foreign lashion, 
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Im'hDtl njinxl Hharpl)'', ^^Will nol, your royiil Uio'h 
n<!.sM ki.sH tn V ..1,1 (,„)?>» said lu>, Fmloriuk U amirso 

Doiiiplioil Jii|»;[||y (InHrn’d hy llio (JoiHlcHronHioii ofllu' uirQfl 

\v,uTi.,r. wh,. (urtl,,.,. ,,x|,n.N.s,.<| hi.s iVioiulHliii) lor tiu! i,n,,o,e 
liy iiiiikiiiiv lino u of Ibor lull iiinl viiry IuiikIhoiiip 

rnonniN, 

l*'nult!rii’k, !linn|!;li .so youti^*; ti was iiivil.iMl to 

livio-y (‘oiniiol ol \var» and si.rovn by hia al.UoiUon to all 
niHilary tDiilloi-.s Icj provt^ hiinstdf worthy of tho distinction 
with which ho waa trcal.ial. Ho sharnd in ull tlm lutiguoa 
<3i thn t'uiiip, and assidnoiisly .studical the (rtadjiKMit of 
soldito's ill the liohl, 10 very day, while thn I a, steel, ho 

roilo aloiM!; (he linos, and wlnsroyen’ any thiny; oP iinportanee 
was lyiiiiy; lorwiird thorn ho was siirn to ho fouiul. Ono 
davi iii parlionlar, lie had an nppnrtmiily lor displaying tlnd: 
omd ^oMraf,*^^^ lor whir.li in arteo' yoars tin hiaauno so con- 
S| HOI Ions, I lo had f^ono athnido.d l>y a oonsidorahin iitindnM* 
ril ojlirors, to nnannioilro lUu linos of riiilippHhnrji!;. Ro- 
tiiriiin|v liiionidi a wonil, not so thiolc as to inteiroc'pt Ltio 
vi4‘w, (hi! oaniioii ol’ Iho linos noooinpuniod hi.s pn»j>;i‘oss, 
mul .Mhidtonal sovoral Iroo.s (do.so lo him, without nnilung 
liiin liastoM his horsi*\s pace, or oimsinfi; ttin hand that hold 
I ho hrifllr* fn t?^llihit tlio sllyditost iMirvonsnoss, On tlio 
ooiUiiirvi ihojii^ ahiMd him rotnarkod lhat ho oontliuiod 
Ifilkint^ with mirnlllod oomposuro to tint ojlirors wlio uc- 
euHupaniod him, and who udmiissl his (jourajy- amid.st a 
daiif^rr wilh wliirli In^ had not yot had tipportunil y to Ins 
Omno liimiliai\ ()h tlin loth of Jidy, when the. king of 
Prussia hini>adl mn lvofl at tho ramp, lu* lirartily njjoieunl iit 
till? tosiiimnnals wliirfi ho loroivtsl of Ins son’s jijallani 
oondnrl, 

'I'ho ranipai|»:u was not pnidnrtivo ol'halih‘s and virlorios, 
Pliilippshoi'^.*; was taken on the IHth of iluly hy marslud 
iPAslehl (tlie snerreism* of marslial llerwie, who lind hmm 
Ivllleil in the trenehm^) and lliat too helon^ the. fare. <»f prinoo 
(‘hh^eiM*, wlm mndo no attempt for its lelief. <* ,lhit hoi'o/’ 
Siiys (Mitdeiiek hiniNidf, in tiis Memoirs of llitJ 1 1 ouso of 
111 aiidc nhniy^, wus only the slnulow of the, Mumejoe. 
Ho hail survived liinmeU' and was afraid of expo.sinji; his 
rojmlsitioii, so sulidly oslahlislieil, to the riwk uf an 
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teenth battle, A bold young man would have attack 
French entrenchments, wliich were scarcely mavkecl out 
when the army arrived at Wiesenthal. The French troops 
were posted bo near Philippsburg that their cavalry 
room to draw up between the town and the camp without 
suffering much from our cannonade. It had but one bridge 
of commiinication upon the Rhine, and, had their ciitrencli** 
nients been taUen, the whole French army, having^ 
treat, must infallibly have perished: but the dcstinip!^ a I 
empires decreed otherwise, The French took Phihpps- 
burg before the face of prince Eugene, without niol^i^t^hon 
from any quarter,” This event put an end to all prospect 
of further laurels or military experience. Frederick then 
paid a visit to the French camp, and there gained an amiuhiu 
companion in the chevalier de Chazofc, and also made the 
acquaintance of the French major cle Rothenhurg, 

It was by no means an unimportant circumstance that 
Frederick found in the Austrian camp an abundant tlicmo 
for sarcasm. On his return he often spoke with contempt 
of the boasting and unsoldierly appearance of the imperial 
niusqueteers and cavalry. The Austrians themselves doubt 
whether the battle of Molwitz would ever have been 
fought, if Frederick had not made the campaign on the 
Upper Rhine, He impressed the imperialists with a more 
favourable opinion of himself. Amidst a shower of balls, 
they found him, as in the social circle, cheerful, amusing, 
cool, and resolute. Every one could foresee that ha was 
destined to seek and to perform glorious achievetnenta. 

From this campaign date the earliest of Fredeidck's 
poetical compositions that we are acquainted with. 
show that war was repugnant to the sensible heart of the 
poet, but not unwelcome to his desire of glory. 

The king remained but a few weeks with the army, and, 
ns the affairs of Poland required his attention and hi'geiU 
business called for liis presence at home, lie quitted it in 
the beginning of August, and set out on his rcturji by 
Clevos and Wesel. I3y the wa}^, be was taken very ill ul 
a country-seat of general GlnkePs in Gu elders, so that lio 
had great cl ifficulty to reach liis chateau of Moyland near 
Cloves. He arrived in September at Potscifum, but lie was 



n 
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ol,l>,r.„l U, Ins Imcl ,vl,„k, wlnl.or, «n.l his life wa. 
Ill n.n„n S„r,luin<l<Hf, a niiplunv of Z 

.■,onM(..yvl.n o,.,,,..|.,o,l i,|,o iilnco of tl.o laUor n(; Uu. co -r 
() I!iiiii. .!i(l Iioi, liui i„ (.0 his uncle 

«.( Iliu iliii y iih.lu o| Ins nnijosl.y. Ih, Inid l.i'ilMsl a lilnelc 
serviinl. wl.n ^^avn inCori.ial inn of nil l.lm( passed in he 
mynl ehiuul.er. Many of ll.e ,,afl,iculnrs insclccl in t « 
ilinry are c.iiniMis iiimI eharael.erisliii: 

••Siipleiiiher 5J0, 'I'lie. ii<!p;io frives me a faillirul renoit 
o( Uie slain <il Urn Iumj!;’s lionllli. ’rim hinff is conUiuiulIv 
III 1)0(1, rallmr m(lin(^ Ilian lyiiijr, and limn! aiss ahviiys two 
or llireo laais ready t(. remove him from mm to theothev 
he Iriml In •omdi.e Uvioe, hill (tonhl mil, on nmninl of the 
HlmrliM S'i el Ins hrealh. He is mimli swollen. Stum allur 
Ins arrival in i nlsdnni Im had liim.solf moved in lii.srnllino'- 

\\ lial liltle .-decji he j^eis ia inmasy; Im writes only (he most 
l.ie.ssmK I oo,vi in (he Im.l.and I, us the tliree ooun.sellor.s of 
war ealled I.. him. Ho will not liilm phv.sie.) wishes for 
dealli ralher ih.m In live Hins. (Inneral.s rinddenliroek niul 
U ahhiw liiive, hy his desire, smoked several limes by tho 

'* .‘sepleinhei 'I'lie kini; lioKiiis to >ret bettor. He 

Ims ordered two Imndred |rrenielierH to ho .sent into lii.s 


“ .Si.piemher .'III. Veslerday, for hnlC an hour, thn kiim 
eonid mil leleli Ins hrealli. He has liiinself rollcil uhinit 
riJiaimmlly in Him liiom, miuI rrio.M, W\ii*l air!* 

“Oelolier ■>. 'I’he kill).' will not die jn.st yet; hut Im emi 
Hcareely live ovto' t'hristnias. lie dresses liimself, arirnes 
with the iloelnrs, in impalimil, wi.slms his illness not to ho 
lalked III, drinks nnihinp; lint iieer, lakes nliysic, wrili'.s on 
Urn Iasi, 

•'( hdoher The nej^rn lolls me ihiiMlm king is heller, 
drinks a ^reni dent of waliT griml, and .says to him, ‘ Only 
pray dilipnily, 1 shall not din yei.» 
o Heinlier la, Uelniii of the princisroyal to PoLsdiiitii 

antMUniiiiiih ri^ar|i| iuii, 

** Orinlaji* y t, Innlc ill at INitstlaiu : tlio other 

hinHl, anil ilifirhar^ial ahovo two qnarl^ uf water, 

*4 ^ 
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f^Thc pvincc-roycil is truly afflicted at the state of the 
kine, and has cried his eyes out of his head. He would 
3,ave staid at Potsdam, but the king forced him to go. He 
is to bo back next Sunday afternoon. The prince-royal 
.said: ‘ Provided that the king would let me live as I please, 
I would give an arm to lengthen his life twenty years!’ 
The king always calls him ‘Fritzchen!’ But Fritzcheii 
knows nothing of business. The king knows it, and tells 
him so to his face. < If you do not manage properly, and 
every thing gets into confusion, I will laugli at you m my 

ffrfliVG * 

° « October 27. When the king is rolled about rather fast 
in his chair, tho water may be lieard swashing in his body. 
The king flies into a passion at every thing, has beaten the 
pages, so that it would be no wonder if he were to have an 
attack of apoplexy, 

« October 29. The king beats the huntsmen because 
they have stolen wood. The crisis seems to be past/^ 

The memoirs of the princess of nayreuth furnish us with 
some further particulars of this illness: — ^*Thc king was 
yet very ill with the dropsy. Pie was in great pain, and 
his legs burst: ho was obliged to put them in buckets to 
catch the water that ran from them. As his malady in- 
creased rapidly, he resolved that the marriage of my sister 
Sophia with the margrave of Schwedt should take place. 
The nuptial ceremony was performed on the 7th of Janu- 
ary, by his bed-side. A swelling in one of his legs led the 
physicians to conclude that an abscess had formed there, 
and they resolved to make an incision. The operation 
was long and painful. The 'king endured it with heroic 
firmness, and called for a mirror to enable him the better 
to see what the surgeons were doing. My brother wrote 
to me every post that he could not survive Iwejity-four 
hours, but he was mi.staken; owing to the quantity of water 
drawn from liim, and the skill of the medical men, he com- 
pletely recovered. This cure was regarded as a miracle.^* 

A curious scene, at once characteristic of the violence of 
the king’s temper, and his strong religious feeling, occurred 
during this illness. Being loo unwell to road the usual 
prayers himself, he one evening desij'cd his valet de cham- 
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i ninti-.iurK oiiKAr. 


lu-o Id lliciii tn hiin. lliii ,u- 

Id tliim jt kiiiir ,111 rdiniiin i ii "* 

I.d'.l I.I.'SM M, &,v, H i n, , “"'."'"••'IH “Tho 

1,11 ,, Uld I' SI lids, si, H, d’I'lw. 

diaspitl'VV^ tho 

III. Illl) rrillllil ’H 

wllill lilllllilrr Ilf liiiil I',iiiiiiii||f,|_ j„„l , , 1 . 

Jjdnl hlfsM mill.” 'I'lif Iu„,,. „.;i.s CiiiiiMi.H. ■ ’| imlliiii'n. 

n.aii« 1, Iff fiyi.iK dill: d |,, ' 

W.nu” I iMi viilfl. i,i.,i.,i |..n.i(if,t llmi. fviir, ^ 

low sii,.,ili..:.i.i,,. l.Mi..; uT|„, J.„nl |,|f,ss ) ,1; 

ur. idKiif. Vdiiilfialfil ,t,f ,, 

‘ '-yv. dl' (i,„| I an, niily „ 

'I'lif |tiiiicf. dll liiii |•fllll■M In, in III,. If., 

Iiy llif illiif.r. dl liiii i,,!,,, Iiiii'n’fli’a 'J 

< 'lifr ni r.ivin,., , .wav Ini. Mi.si,.,- Sd|, Ilia », I,..,- „,i„riaKf. w I, 
niari^i.ur hndrnrk Si liwniL In Jiinn 17 -!^ 1 
iviiM |,n.„idt.',l Id l,f n.;,id,v,.,.nf,al, ilif liiKlin.sl, ,a„k 'iil’n,'!! 

iiiiiIh i I,' nrnl Id iif.iui,, In invf.sli|ra(f tlif iiiililiiry and 

I' V'l'.i (■fa,.,! Id i,i.s,,f,.|,(|,f dnimihi.s 

llw liln.', >yf,|,f,l Idr inldnniitidi, ||,al n,i,d,l f,,’,.' 

•-.-.'.•.iiv r,,.. 41,,,;:,- 

(■iii.(i m. Ilif i,.','„.-di I,,., tdinifi- liin,iiliali,iii, Im wan n.- 

.-fiv.nl will, 1 , II,,.),. ,„,i„n. fd,(rfn.r 

t-ini'' Si.n'ri* * " * V" ■'**" l“‘''*‘""'l ‘"''limiiilainui of 

Kini.^ Sl„nf,l.„f.. wild ,f..,.|,Hl „, tl,,, a,„ a.n wo |,av, 

E’,;i - .mi 

‘'‘'- ' "'..nln wnt 1.1 Ilf, tin, l„ 

Will, idval ,lf.i,nfi,d». |i,t nimlf |,im a of 

a fi,nm|r,f an,) „ i, ,,,., ,,1 v, , y lino l,i,i,a-.n. SlimLnlioia wiih 
an mvoioi.iif .•„„dkff, a„.l |,h:.s,.,1 i-viny i-viaiiiiK of Ilia slay 



20 


lif£ anj> times of 
• n V wlih T?reilerick Williani’s smoking party, where 

•pi"** i"' “"“r- 

being tan thirty William 

Austria showed but little g atituu contrary, 

for the aid that he L | tjjc duties of the king 

ahe made fresh demands, oi , uprightness 
as a member of the empii • J delfvering up Stanis- 
of his sentiments, j „iyen an liospitable re- 
bus Lesczinski, ' refused both. As little was 

eeption. F;" of France, which, 

A-r Si.? SI 

|glss=^ss 

^Lorraine was to be imlemnified by the possession of 
Tuscany On the other hand, France agreed to guaranty 
tTie Pragmatic Sanction. For this ! 

of the war the German empire was duly 
Frederick William, he was not even apprized of tlie ‘lego- 
tiations, and still less was any I’ocompense for the sac fiees 
which he had made ever thought of. Nay, the coint oi 
vLina showed such a disregard of the lavys of 
not even to communicate to Inm the marriage of the empe- 
iSs Sdest daughter, Maria Theresa, .'vHh the fke f 
Lorraine, which took place at the beginning of ' 

derick William had no further reason for 

long smothered animosity against Austria. _ 
himself in the most sarcastic terms concerning the condimt 
of the imperial court; and once, when the conveisalion 
turned upon that subject, he pointed to the | 

and, in the feeling of his own increasing infirmity, and 
with a prophetic presentiment of Ins soids greatness, ex- 
claimed: “ Here is one who will avenge me! 

The duplicity of the court of Vienna was still more 
strikingly displayed before the king’s death ; for in 173 J 
Austria concluded a treaty with France, by virtue of which 
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the riglits to Julievs and Berg, claimed by Frederick Wil- 
liam, and assured to him by former treaties, were uncere- 
moniously transferred to the then prince of Sulzljach. The 
overture for this treaty was made by Austria, and its gua- 
rantee on the part of France against Prussia was expresslv 
stipulated. ' ^ 

In August, 173G, the priiice-royal removed from his resi- 
dence at Rupjiin to his new mansion at Rheinslierg, where 
he was visited, oa the 4lh of September, by his ro}^! pa- 
rents. The king stayed tliree days, amusing himself with 
hunting, fishing, and sliooting, and paid his son's debts to 
tlie amount ol 40,000 dollars. In the sequel both the kin<T 
and queen paid frequent visits to Rheinsberg, where tlie 
prince employed baron Knobelsdorf to eomplote the build- 
ing, It was not finished till 1739, wlien this in 3 cri])tion 
was ])laccd over the porch: Fkidertco TiiANQuiLLiTATEiM 

COLENTI. 

A real oasis amid the sandy wastes of the Mark, Rheins- 
i?erg aflords a delicious retreat to the lover of solitude. The 
view from it, overlooking a noble lake, is bounded by an 
amplutheatrical belt of oaks and beeches* Two towers rise 
above the wings, and a double colonnade, adorned with 
vase.s and gronjies, unites the whole into a quadrangle. 
Crossing a bridge adorned with statues, you pass througli 
a liandsome jDortico into the court. The apartments arc 
decorated with equal taste and simplicity. Pesne, who 
may be numbered^ among Frederick's friends, painted tlie 
ceilings, the prinei])al of which is a personified representa- 
tion of tlie rising of tlie sun. On one side is seen Night, 
eiivelojied in a thick veil, attended by her ill-omened birds 
and the Hours, She scorns to bo retiring to make way for 
Aurora, by vvlioso side appears the morning star in flic form 
of Venus. You .see tiic white horses of tlie chariot of the 
Sun, and Apollo darting around liis first rays. It is not 
imjirobablo that in this clever ])crformance the artist meant 
to typify the future glory of his royal patron, or that of liis 
country, or j)erhaps both. The gardens are on a magnifi- 
cent scale, with broad shady alleys j the principal of them 
IS terminated by an obelisk in the Egyptian style, covered 
with hieroglyphics. In all parts the lounger finds shrub- 
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berks and shady seats. Here is the hot-house stoicd w.U 
choice flowers and the rarest fruits; yonder the ingenio^.^ 
labyrinth encloses with thick iv}', yew, and ^‘ { 

teJple of Bncclius, with its roof in H 

pmich-bowl. Superb swans sail about on the lake, ai 
boats arc at the disposal of the lover of a solitary excursit 

""LUhiSicio™ 5.0.. coHectol 

him a company of choice spirits. His p'nlo- 

sisted of the steward of the household, von Wulknit/,, co 
nel Senning, his instriicter in mathematics, who 

leg in the campaigns in Flanders, colonels Buddcnbio . 

and Wvdieh, captain Chazot, colonel Keyserliiig, a 
f'.,„iin,Ml vvhft. nt the aire of seventeen, previously 



matij and was now engaged in correcting Frederick ' . , _ 

scripts for the press; and baron Knobelsdorf, who 
ted the army to devote his attention to the fine arts, 
exhibited in Rheinsberg one of the 

his talents as an architect. All tliese resided m t ^ 

sion. Jordan, formerly minister at Preiizlau, now I'rott t-- 
rick’s reader and librarian, lived in the town, and so <■ 
dcs Champs, the Preneh preacher, who styled hmiH<-l> 
chaplain to the prince-royal, though the latter never at- 
tended his sermons. . 

As Charlemagne was called by Ins friends David a 
Solomon, and he named them in return Homer ami vyti- 
eustin, Candtdus and Damuctus, CaUiopius and Walbniiusl, 
so Frederick called his friend Jordan, Hcphtestioii, Sulim , 
the Saxon minister in Berlin, Diaphahos, Keyserling Cm Ma- 
rlon; and be bestowed similar appellations on Ins Irieuy^lM 

ill after years. Thus d’Argens was called Isaac, Algiirol-I i . 
the Swan of Padua, d’Alembert Anaxagoras, and GumtianV 
was metamorphosed, even in ollieial orders and docunicii 
into Quintus IciHus, In like mamier, Rheinsberg itHtHi 
Wiis cbxinged in letters and poems into Rcoiusbcig) apj,i * 
ably to a tvacHtion that Remus was not killed by hiH In 
tlier, but only driven from RomCj and that he camo ntnl 
settled on this spot. 
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Ilni’o I' I'ndcridk ijiisscil Ills (.iiiM; in n h'linqiiitliU' divtM'si- 
lidii by wcirlliy ol ralioniil l)(!jiit];.s: I'tiyal cIk'im' 

cx(nii.sit(( wind, lioiivdiily imisid, .siroll.s in ih,! KardciiN hiuI’ 
wtiods, oxniifiiuiis oil tilt) wiilor, oMimNi.s in Ihn nrlM tiiul 
Ndidiidii.i, iiml m((!r(i,sliii)!; doiivcir.snliem riMisliliilod lli« cn- 
jiiyiimiilH 111 iho lifii (liHi li,. I, .(I ill (jjjf, I'ljji'iint, 

Mlrid I'Voddiic.k Sithm, vvlio Ims jnnl. Iic.ii’i nuinliniicd 

u-Hs iHini in l)tT«(l(!ii ill Hifn. His JiuluT lia,! Im.,'ii llin 
Siixim miiliiusHiutor in .li’miniii. Mo liiniMill' (nniiiiMiiH'cd liia 
duninr in l.|iu lininfvn doiKirliiunil. in DniMilmi, mnl wiix mine, 
iii lVilO, n,H nnvny In lidilim (n 17‘v*7, wlnin n I'nissiim 
dniiii), wild liml Ininn ii|>fir<ilHindiMi in Diodnii, wiiH iilmiil 
1<» iMt l.l■on,r|,( In I, .ini, h'lv.l.n'idk Williiini lliidnli-iunl In tiikn 
n!|)n.«tiil;i nil Snhiii, ivlm, in diniKininniidd, rnliiml nrt'dini- 
liildly In.ni Ikirlm. (),, (I,,, rnHionitiim nf luiriminy Inv- 
Hvddi, I Id hvn diMinenr.H, Sidnn mlniiidd (<> IWliii, niMl, 
dicrr, lull nil nji|)iii'||iiiie y In niiin (In* 
Indtiil.iliih 1)1 Hill |||•indd-^lylll. Al l>'iiii I drink’s nnjud.sl, hr 
(niniilaldil Inr linn inln k’nindli tlin l\ldliinliysi,.s nJ’ Wnllf, 
I l•l'l'‘f|||||le. divini! mill III, lliilh., \v|,o hnil liirn 

iiniillidiiiiilizfil hy lii.'i dnlh'fifriir.H, on lu'diniiil. iif this work, 

I''"•'^^'in by I'Vdiliiridk Wiliiiini, ClInizuL 

idviiidil mill iiniTi'diiid ihi.N liiiiisbiiiun, u hicli wiih iinliidkily 
I’liiisii'iidd III thu lliiiiid.s by II iiiisdliidViiii.H iiiiiiikiiy.u lii- 

|'l•ill'■d^l,,su ilnii Siibin lind bis (mik In iidr- 

l"|•'ll nvdr I, ,.1,1,1. ’I'lid linillh ul'lhii b,li,.|' bdtvni In itddlinc, 
nil vvliidli, in .fiiniiiiry, I'/ltV, l''l•,■lll'vidk Ibiui xvrulr tnliim; 
“ 111,' iiiditi i,|,'i, ,,t y,)iir dditlli in |u inn a |,i'nnr nC tl„. im.. 
iinirliililv III III!' ninil,” Snliin wiw iijj|,uii,idi|, in Hirnairin 
,\djii', iin,b;,,d4;„|,M' (,, i||,, t>,„n-| ,ij' |{,ni>tiii, xvlu'i,. ln> iiMi.stdil 
I'idildiidli in it,i.iii),.!i iiiiiiii.y |,i niiiiply liii, ndt’dn?nlii*s, A.h 
.• imiij id< lin liiiil i,mrii,ii.,l fl,<i (l,tuin>, ilir kiiin invilitd liim 
111 lldiliii. .Siihiii ii,'di<|,li.|| ilii. iiivitminii, bill, dhiil ilniiiiy 
lltn jiiiiiiidy. Wlirii Fii-ddi idk lidiii'il (,!' bin ihcciisd, hr 
xvi-nid In Al^mniij.. ,. | vviintd nilhri' hiivn Inst iiiilliniiH. 
i\ly lid.'ii'l xyill iMiv'in' m,M> u, dr|i|,,i'r him. Ilin iiii'iiitirv 
nil! livd within nir whilr inn’ ilrupur hluinl diiiinhild.H in 
itiy v.’iii.N, vXtIirii. M y hriire nini my ;;ri(!r i.s (on 

yiviil I'nr 1,1,1 (u iliink of any (hiiin hut nf ibi.x wmieitl.” 
Ki, 'll, I ink .'ii'iil lur Siiliiii’n fnnr iibihlrrii ((}in;ti hoys (md n 
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,H) to Berlin, -f'’"! "j'JJ/.Srf ir'tonS Mc',^1 

SS,ei;!.tr “i ‘" 

ot w* !“ 

writes to Suhm on the / 'J.. ® Jv^ei-e i shall coii- 
hetaUiiig myself to „„„ imagine, will niain- 

tinue -y iShouvsfancl the rest ol 

tain his plaw. Ivollin im n quiet ami repose, 

the time will be devoted to In g 1 

A poet, called Gresset, is coming _ ojln-, wiiy arc wc 
,1,1. Ktyrrline. ,l,y, 

‘Tgl 1.0 wrltn, to 

of October: «I have no fear for wc ivisl. 

few words concerning om uui * ■ j ^ ^ 

preference, and I may ^ 

ralional use of plcasmcs, as th y i Uy to whicli tlin 

and for tempering the gravity 

Graces cannot „uta ,.lm- 

sini-rs;? ”= ‘'0^ ; r. 

going to Amallhea, my beloved garden 

SoVrS K'.iTS?SL. 1 « ii .-. 
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as 

Un^ly lor my.sirli; 1 p;nuv daily inoro nUof^y of lima; I cull 
iny.stdl to {nu‘oun(» and :nii (i xenial injjjly jijrievcd to wastes a 
iruMiKail. My wholo sfjul is now intent on pisilosonhy. 
ft renders inis ineompanihle. servieoH, and I am deeply in- 
del desd to iL My spirit is less a^^jil.uUsd by impetuous and 
violent emotions; I represH tins first work in ji^H of my pas- 
sions, and I never iiiiike n <dioi(MS till I Imve maturely eoii- 
snlisnald^ In this same strain he writes on the ITsth of No- 
veinher: I am studying; with all my mifijhi, and doing 
ewitry tiling in iny powisr, to aeipiire, the knowledge neces^ 
sary lor the pnrhsrmaneo id* all those duties which my sta- 
tion may imposts npon me: in short, 1 strivii to make my- 
setr lM!tler» and lo imhue my mind with all the most hrd- 
liaiii models Ihal aMli<|nj|y amt modern times huvii presmil- 
ml us wilin’* 'To Ohnhan lie wrote in IVtkS; n,l am buried 
more, ihiiii es-rr among my hooks» striving to make ainemis 
(or ihe lime tiial 1 lost mo thoughtlessly In my youth, anil lo 
c.olletM as lai’ge a store as pnssihle of knowledge and of 
iriilhs.” 

hVederiek’s leHers li> Voltaire and Algarolti and those 
exquisiie elhisions of iho Insirt iiddn^Hsiid to colonel Camas 
and his wihs I'nrnish also many inlen^sting particulars of 
his lile al lUieiiisherg, and irreCragahle, proofs of the kindli- 
ness id' Ids ilispiisilion, ’To Voltain', who had been living 
sliu'e. IVdIl in sidiindt* willi Ids friiMMl the, niarijuisi! du (’ha- 
tehi, l’'n’(leiiek tirsl wrote on llie Mill of August IVtUl, lie 
knew die llmniadi^ by Insirdand ranked it above lloniei*, 
Ndrgihaml all oltmi- epie.'i ; am! he entm laimal the saim^ high 
opinion oi \\\r Ollier works of ils andmr, I lis lellerM are fidl 
ill dm iMilhnsiasf atimiration winch he felt for the man 
wimiii he eiinsidmeil as ili(‘ only great, writer. 'ThuH, on the 
fitli of No\ eiiihri' l7’JM,he wi iles:‘^ At UheiiiHherg, in order 
In he prnieedy li->ppy» want only a Volluire. l)ul 
thntigh you live hn iVnm ns, still you are in our inidsC 
Your pm 1 1 ait admiis my lihrary; it hangs over llit^ hook- 
I'SHe which (! 0 iilidiiN nor goldmi fleer, e, imniediahdy above 
your works, and opiuisitr hi dm |ilacn where I generally sil^ 
that I may always liiive it in my view. I miglit almost say 
dud your pictorn is to me as the statue of Memnoiij which, 
when llu^ sun’s raya (Vtliipon itjOndtleil harmuidoufl sounds, 

von. n. dt 
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and imparted inspiration to the mind of every one whu 
looked at it ” In a letter dated January 20th 1730, he says : 

pagan anticjuity men offered to the the hrst fruithJ 
of the harvest and the vintiigej to tlie God of Jacob they'' 
dedicated the first-born of the people of Israel; in the R*)- 
misli churchj they devote not only the first-born, not oiily^ 
the younger sons, but whole kingdoms, as we see in the in- 
stance of St. Louis who renounced his in favour of the vii‘- 
gln Mary. I, for my part, I have no first fruits of the har~ 
vestj no children, and no kingdom to devote; but I devoto 
to you the first fruits of my Muse in the year 1739. \Ver«^ 

I a pagan, I would address you by the name of Apollo: w(?re 
I a Jew, I should perhaps have confounded you with the* 
royal prophet or his son; and were I a papist, I miglit have? 
chosen you for my patron saint and my confessor: but bcin^ 
none of these, I am content to admire you as a jihilosopher^ 
to love you as a poet, and to esteem you as a friend/’ 
Presents chosen with delicacy were scut to Voltaire an<l 
his friend the marquise — Tokay and trinkets of amber. 
To please tlie ) 3 oet, Frederick wrote to the lady,, called lier 
^Ulic divine Emilie,” and classed her on account of her 
works in natural philosophy with Descartes, Leibnitz, and 
Newton — flatteries wdiich were not the genuine effusions of 
the heart. At length, in 1739, when the prince was en- 
gaged himself on the tragedy of Nisus and Euryalius, Vi c- 
conceived the idea of having the whole lienriade en- 
graved on copper, intending to jiroduce a magnificent ed i- 
lion of the work. Algarotti, who happened just then to lx* 
in London, was commissioned to seek an engraver, anti 
John Pine undertook to finish the task in seven years. Un- 
luckily for the completion of this plan, Frederick’s fallu* r 
died, Algarotti left London, and the young monarch, intei’- 
weaving the laurels of conquest with his new crown, forgiit 
the Henriade. The preface, however, was finished, and the 
king’s intention appeared so flattering as to excite the grati- 
tude of Voltaire. Frederick sent to him the nianuscrijil 
of his refutation of <‘The Prince’’ byMachiavel to he cor- 
rected, and the philosopher, in his preface, repaid the kiiip;; 
for the praises which he had received from him in tlial t o 
the lienriade. 
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liL lhrs(> hiippy yiv.ws of liis life, l'’nMl(!rlrk wns Innil of 
runvnr.'iiiijj; on rnliii;lnns Inpirs, hsijcm'uiII)^ willi iljp. Iwn \\\\^ 
«U', Hi^iiiifinbrn and Aidnird o(“ Htnditi. Tn dm IiiIIim' 
anni- iil. his rn|nosl. in a hdlor iVuni !Un*iji,sl)i’r|*; in .Iniii- 
r/:Hi, (avo insiM ior sci'inons; ‘‘'Tliis is tlm \\’\iv, wmal nl' 
( omI -and jiriNudi (’hrist c.rm'ilitul, in fhr Jews a 

s(iiini)liii}»;ddiHdi and In llir (Imdis Ihtdlslnirss/’ In his 
Inl.lni’ lin saysi “* ! nunlcsH, sir^ llial I nxjmrl rnnch (aliriralinei 
IVfHii iho laljDiir wImc.Ii ynii havi* nndortnkni ; Ihr I liavo 
Nnlhrlnntdnly a vv.vy wiiak railli^ ^vllil*h ni’tnn wanis ii|diiild* 
iiii?; hy Midid ar|.»,innnnls and nl.mn^t; ]jrnnlk/’ Hi'amadurhi 
srnnnna ilin |irin<*<' lis(nni*d In unlli dnliij^hl; hn snnj'Jil (hit 
jK'i'snnal a('<|nain1aiirn of llin ;nMsnn|^li^^ll^d pmarlmis and 
insiH((!i( (111 i>;ivin|»; him aiihalnnliiil I nkmiM nriiinadniii’alinti, 

I hi riaid a f!!;n*al. mnnlH'i' n( sm’iinmia, pari icnhirlv tlioiic id 
iinnrrialmi, Maaaillnip l'*kM'lni'r, lunl Saiirin. Wlinn In 
jdsim nf Iviippin, hn r(<ad mic. nf I hr sm iiHMia nf tlm lallm' 
nv(*ry Sunday; lad n1, HInMnshm'f*;, d*'s ( diainpa prraidird Im'- 
(mr llu! pi'incnss rnyid and Ihn laMirh 'I’lii' lvin|», nonmfimi'S 
iSrnI Ihr Ilia smi In l*nlsdinn lo rnrnivr lln* sarrniiHMil, whii’li 
lie hiinstdl (mdv vi*i*v (h'vimlly ihrrr ni' Ihiir tinii‘S a year 
willi ihn ndhi'iiK'd rniu*p’ri!,al ion ihrn*, 

A dnairn lo invivil ii^yiln niorr jirolhnmlly tlin doidrinu run- 
I’nrninfji^ (iod^ llir world, and (hr jund, In! l''mlrrj(*k to ihr 
itndaphynirs nl' WhiKl', wliirli, a.s i1 has hn-n aln ady olisrrvnl, 
Siilnn Iramdaiial inlo [''nmrh lor him. I siiall scl nul (n. 
morrow (hr rmsMiad' Im wrilim to Ihia IVii'nd mi ilmdrd ri| 
.Inly r/dii; “ llin j(ninn!y will hod thnr wi'i’ka, dm im-, whjrli 
onr ndidu'ah'd ninalrr, NVolll, will In* my I'miijumion, " A 
new rpnrh nj donhl fii'imis now lo liavr roiionnn'rd in 
h I rdrri(dv*.'i Sold, ('innil Minilmdhd i (’in:n Krd with f^rirl 
iitnu t'imvorsal huifi wit h tin* prim rlhaS dm in;', this jonrid'V 
tin* wnrka o(’ \hi|tiiii'i' and tin* rorirty td lln* am- 

haasiulor, (In* ininijiiis t|o la ( 'In'* lard in, had sliakm hi^ lirliid’ 
in I)m< immortality id’ Ihr MMthand dial nil lln* prmds ad' 
vamaa! hy \\ olH wrro not rapaldi’ nl pi inlni’iii^ i'onvirdon, 
Inn-ansn Ihul piMloaophrr I'oimds lilfi wlndr aj|pnnrn! on dm 
aiinfih* nalnni ol dm lioiil and han not sali*dart«M il v dmnniu 
at I atml dial I hit aonl is ii sinijiln nssrimo. (Iilmra ori''i'ritorirk',i 
l^iavitr IVionds wmn likrwisn i^jirvrd, mnl Ihaivd ihal, iflm 
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pursued this track, tlio king’s 

Isomo (lay ascend Iho lltrono wasiiotuntiklyiol'' " ; 

Frederick, meanwhile assiduously pnrsiHMl I) IS M l ■ 

Jruth: wUl( Achard, the I" ' 

immornlllv of tl.0 

man motaphysicmm i ! Vn. his Vim 

cnliglitens my soul, to you 1 »'» '■ 

have opened lor mo the way to lu ' aiu j ' . 
orenn.” Ho felt conscions at the same I, mm ilial I m nm.u 
vahiablo nreroffative of human reason eomnsls m ihniUmg 
all aulhori.y. « VVolli;” Im wnles idler 

cighlmonths^tudy of his work, to “says md.spm 

tahly many admirable and slrikmg Ihmgsi hut lu. imi. h‘. 
impugned, and when we go hack to the lust pnneip m 
have nothing left for it hut to acknowledge our 
Still it was tohis philosophical pursuilslhat I- |•e|le^eU owul 
the enuanimitywliich shed lustre over Ins whole m 


1110 cnumiiiuiLy vYiiity-n nil!-'. . 

prosperity and adversity, and even m (he rlosmg slm ggi. . 
mul whenin after-years wo find liiiii ieliiM|Uisliii.g itiose 
pumits and zealously applying hinisell to llm (•ii liyatM.ii 
of poetry, it is for didactic poetry llial he imuiilesl.s llie 

slronffcst prod !loo( ion. ^ ^ 

In iniisic Frcilorick atllionnl 8loiuU»Hlly in llm licn nnin 
tasto, as in eloquonco lo llm Frcnioli, ami in paiuliu^ In llm 
Italian. In his orcheslia, which, m (iniuU/ hinifmll says, 
would havo given poribc.t ButiHlactlou lo atiy ouinpoMor and 
performer, wo find none hnl (lernuios, Uh! moHUninnoni ol 
whom wore Iho Iwo ( irmins, iho Iwo I loud an and llariL 
Scarcely any other coinpoaiiions tlnuj Ihoso ol linanl/, 
Graun, and Hnsso wore porrornual at his tiunrorls; and alt 
his oapollmoisters wore Gen nans, Kriuloriok nnf nnly so. 
Icctcd for himself IIhj hcsl muslor on Iho Unto, Iml hr Mir- 
passed him; ami under Graun, whom llui dnho «d lii niotwiok 
transferred lo him in allor ho had Inturd ^vlll^ ilrlif,f,lil 
ills Timarolaal Sal/dahliiin, ho on I, mod i loo ply inin Un^ aholy 
of musical composition. Ilasso omild nul ho gainrd Im 
Prussia; but in 17118, the prince Inaranio aMpiainiod wiih 
Emanuel lluch, iho most accmnplisliod pmim inm* mi thr 
harpsichord, and Francis Ihmda, Iho mnsi nniinoni violiniM. 
and soon afterwards secured thorn for his sorvin*, Tn tins 



hiiml iluj (‘iinlhltMit iai valul, 

(larf, wlu) IkhI laMUiiinniriulnd liiru,s(!ir to ^^■o(lori^k^s noliia* 
by liiiS poj’rornianr.o on flu? Mult!, ainl afiorwauls IjcraiiK! Ijis 
luosi ntMilitlrMlial a(i<oi<lant. 

VVliili^ iroalin^ oT I''iTilfO’ir‘k\s iniiaii'al pur, suits, I niusl 
not, omit, an amusing ania!(h>lt‘, \\'liiali i.s isdaiud r.nru'iij'niuii, 
a wljiin.siaal <u>mpo.sj1 ion hy I'opusali, tlirral.or (>!’ tin.' hand 
of ohou-playors kupt hy \\w kiui!;. 

P<»pii,H(th look oarasion iVnni a riianiiusiuin'o wincli haj)* 
p^nual in l.ho kin|^\H sniokiufi; parly lo tionipnsi; a pinco j'or 
six ohna.s, wliirJi worn siijnu’.srrihMd |*oroc» priinn jkinaj sr- 
(nindo, d’ho kirj^ was !u>(, a llllh* slruak with this pirru 
of hi.s riiprllnii'ist.ur\s. I hi had it oIIom ropiuihal, and was 
a! ways ohIif.p‘d lu hold his sidos tor lailujhtrr, tl was tirsl 
(iroMt»,'lU (Mil, ill wiiii(‘r» and was .still llin vo^nr* whru tin* 
priina* i‘ov«d raUM' l(( hotsdani Inr llincxi’n-iM'S pn*paralorv 
In thi^ niviiiws, 'I'hn priiMM! was nnl lond (►!' l»:iss inslni- 
MonlH, hut, only ol tlio ihittnand hosidus la* and Ids assoidah a 
liaii a morn isilinrd lanhi in niiisio; Innirt? varioiiMconuinnit:! 
wi!H^ inadii at his courl on this roinposiliiHi. It. liappcnrd 
oii(‘ day ilial hnpusidj nnssud (tin Paradu wliih* ()ir priins' 
\vas rxinadainfi; his na'innnit. h'nnirritdv ralhal Idni and 
wit h apparmil. .snrinnsin*ss said In* had heard thal tin* i’ap«.‘ll 
nnuater had pnnhnard a new and hrautil'nl pierrjliat he wa.s 
\tM}' desirouato Im ar it, mid ln’i«jM’d him In h i it Im per 
lornnsl al. ids apartinents thal alirrnoon, I'epusi’h wi.sln d 
In ('vadi' tin' leipn'Shand replital tlial i( \\ as a nn re iriilf, 
mil worlhy ol’lhi^ noliiai (d'lda royal Ididiness. l-'nalerii'h 
iissiua*d him that he had lH*('n inlonned lhai it was a vriy 
(’level piecrr iorsi\ j a i Inj iners, and (‘in neslh* liei;i'ed to hear 
it playinl hy those lor whom it \\ iis w i itten, A Im iv i’onn 
pany assiimhled in the atieroomi at tin* prima^’M apai inn nts 
to hear the piece and lo loidie i;aiin* ni the iaMuposer, Six 
iimHir'’d(*aka were ae| uni in ihr middle ut the >:duon, .and 
the emirtima already kmr^lied at tin* idea uT the L\r^nai|l^ 
Ihat was In lake phu’e at thmn. A I h n^lh, Ikfpuscli made 
Id.s appearaiu’e, with .s(*ven pei ronneis. I li^ i;iaVidy laid 
Ids mii.sie on llm dt^sks, and when six were supplied lie 
loolua) almul the rouni with a note paper in hi8 iKunh 
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[•r drsli/' ni ‘ 
iu<:<S smiling, 
lir,’* *»V(inr 
li; “hut ihrv 
‘Mnuln f*nln. 

lo (intuit/, 

I wMiM i>hli|,VMl 
‘f4i lin .^hutihl 

All tho inmntOH of UlusniHlKn’i; wmi iii luM’iiy to rin|it<i\ 
their foronoona as ilioy jileaHoil. At (liimor tln'y we n- 
nected to luku Iheir pltiros at tho tiihiu with liu* |ii iim'o iUHi 
his consort, l)unji|ii llm n^past, Finlerirk wan hmil ut in 
dulging in sallies of wit aiul hunimir, and by his rMUiijih’ 
encouraged the most unnjslrjiiiied inhuTliangr ufidrioi, 'I Ur 
evenings wcrcdevoUal lo niusii\ iSinth only as had in\ila 
tions were admitted to the oonr.erls, whirli wmo Indd in tin- 
>saloon, l*'rc<lorick hiniseh perloruHtd on his iavoiuilo in 
vStrumont, and sometimes his own eoin|joailionH, Haroo 
Bielefeld speaks in high terms of llnM'Klraonlinary <ilf‘ganr*’ 
of Ins dancing, and einunnstanlially ileHcrihes a si'lrrl Indl 
at which the prince, “ in iiiivln(tnni}niv.n silk coat, garnislmd 
with hroad silver lyruHilcliouri^>s and lussols, and u rielily 
embroidered waiatcnal of silver brimadis^' ohtiiined llie 
warmest applause by tiui ease and grace whiidi be tlj splayed 
in a cpiadrilio, 

In this retreat llm prince soinetinies gav'o full aeope hi iln 
jovial luimonr of llie niomimt, One day, wlH?n a few ^Jareie^ 
of champagne at dinner burl inspiri:d I lie mm puny wiili nmii' 
than usual hilarily, he invited the wlioirr pai ly to mofinm 
the yi'/c at supper aller Ihn eoneerh No nuonei wuu llo 
cloth removed than Fnxierick proposml ninneiiiOH u* 

which nmj)le justice WHS dono. 'riit? spiiilu ol ihe euiM|i uiy. 
not exoo])ting tim ladies, hecamo more and ioom^ idrvaii ii. 
All restraint was ](ii<l nsi<h?* Soim? of the I'enileim’ii ^m'iU 
into the anto-rooin for a hreath of lush air. Jbi lejehl 
was one of them. On Ids r(dtirn, lie did md pejri ive itmt 
Ills large tiimhior hart hcen Oiled witli rlnmip tgne, svhieh he 
drank off for pure water, 'J’lie prima* railed hi him hi i du* 


priuco went up lo him, « Are yon ft 

Mr. Capellmomtcr?” ho nHkcd. 
plied Pcpusch, “I Ihoiinhl,’’ l■ojl)im;^l llm pr 
“that there were only six pip;s ii>_ 
royal highnesa ia (|uiUi rigid,” said I epnao 
have since been joined l)y a sindving^pig'”' 
Frcdcriek himstdV relalod thi.s alttry, limgliiiiij 
adding; “ The old follow had tt iokc<l nm, and 
to eIvo him good words ioto the haigain, 1< 



I'll iniKHicic. ’I' in: (miJA i'. 




(ihiiir niixl. l.o liiiiiNiiir, aiid ('.otilriv.')! in (VioiHlly c.linl lo 
liirn hi nintily inimy J« "I' I .niml. M'nal. of (In* 
KniiHomoii w.TO «m lar ,.0110 as liinlrfol.l. 'nio priiirnss uml 
hor lailics Hod limn tlinnnisy mccih), wliilo Krodcrick (niiiillv 
oiijoycd till! giiiiond hniinll. “ l.niif;-,” says I’liolnUdd, •< will 
IliiM day ho nniu'iiihcrod ul. HlioiiiHhoij.vj'forlnnidcIv i( lias 
lull, low liioUiors, as tho |ifinoi! is no drinkor. I lo saorilioos 
to A|ioII(Miti(l Ihn Mu.siwaloni!; ixil, In* Mip^nilifnndy 

adds, ‘(Uioi'o will ooim! u day wltoii ho will hnild altars to 
Muj ol war itl.Hd,' ^ 

Nt^ilJuir, iuiliaid, did h nalrriulv (Jh'ii iiopjNad In cniamra^i^ 
a nnliliiry wnnmi}; inliiimln n.sHi»(dah\s, willj wiioiu 
hr. insllhilrd an firdrr ndhal (hn Ordri* nf Miiytiidt tdtri' (In^ 
I'rnnrh Jicrn of tlia( inmio, Dm; vvMmiU i] /it' r 
pntr Vi Ml, vs rvprov/iv, M’lu* inuuUvv cd' Dm Kni|;lils wins 
^‘f“drd In iwrivn, aninuK 'vinnu, UraidrH Kn-drj ick liinisnlf, 
\vrir iimhrnllinr.s llnnry ainl Willian,, dnhn KrrdiMand nj' 
nrmni\VM'k» ihikr VViliiain id’ Ml’nihsu ii'k' nr\ rn n, and Miiiin 
yonn^5; inihhiry nllmrni. All llu-in wnm ihihhrd on llmir 
hy I In* j*,! iuid-nniMnr Immh|ii('?, An innnduxsor tlir 
' I'Jln 7 liadi hiinnd.TiH(ir. apiMdlal ioijN. Thun Dm priimn 
' ‘Ik'd InniM‘11 /v (^oivs/d,,/! KiMn|ii/- was niunnl /<• (7uLsiv: 
•Mnitln r iv ,\n/„r, and a I'nin lli /r (ntiliunL M’ludr drvii‘n 
wa.M a svvnrd lyin,. tip.in a wn-alh id' lunirl. with U,n mottn 
pt'nr vi Mtns n'ln'nvhv; and ihn Inslj^ida rniniiaiiMi nl 
a swnid land iidu a I'iiijr,, \vilh lids insi:vi|if inn : I 'ivvni A-.v 
Anns tptitriivr, ^ In wi'itiny, tn nun amdlirr, ihn IVii'inls iini < 
lidril Dm- old Krnnrli si y In. Asa nwiidmi' nl' tins nrdri\ 
i’ n•dnnldv, ilnruij; Dm snvirn yrai ?d war m-uI in iMHiijin’ sonic 
ol liiM lilciiiiy <'nni|ai'»iiiinjji nn inililai y radijrrlH, and id. a 
?'ldl l;di*i’ |iri Ind wi- lind idinsinns In thin iVah rnily id Ins 
' .n hcr ye n s in his rni rrs|inndnnrr with llm sainHii^lily 
i slnniicd nllirf r whiim Im Dnis addresses: Ihavit Joiidil 
w ilhouUrar and uiihtnil rn|irnaidi,’‘ ^ 

It was at Uhl ioalu II.- ihal l-'i iiloi iok liiM roiiiiarlird I 111' 
hidol ol rally rjNiii|-„ Dial hr i.iinlit havo mm.- limo fur his 
vanoiis iirisi|)alii!MS. hi 1 V.iii, ho Dins wiitra In Siiliiii;.™. 

a\ iip:, horii not. ijuilo wrll lalrly. niy miiihi'ihi liaHadvjs(!d 
iiir hi lakr iiiorr oxoiri-ic Diaii I havo hroii arriishiinril to 
do; this hioi tthli)-i;d iiit; in my hm-,,; uml |« takr a 
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trot or a gallop every ntoniing. Uni, iWM 1 njay in>l iui tln.^ 
account Ido obliged to change my nnlinary way nl ilu, I 
unoavlicr, that 1 may gain un Dm mm himil n hat I Uuiv mi 
the other.'' Ho now roao in ginmnil helwrrn live ami six 
o'clock; hut afiiu’ bin accamicni, having innn*. lit dm hr h\rd 
four o’clock as his hour lor rising. M is rrlaird ilnti. wlnh: 
with the army on the Uhiiie, he and somr nl' ids nmipannnr. 
tried lo dispense with sleep altog(^lln!is Ihal Uiry inirdo liyr 
double llui time of other men, Assisled by atinnr, i-oilhr 
taken copiously, tlujy sirugghal sueei'ssiidly lor hmr days 
and nights agaiitsl the allaeks of diuwsinrss, hut fln v wmv 
l)y this time so totally exluuislrd llud limy witir nhlij»<'d lu 
give up the conhJsl. 

.Frederick was not allowisl lo Idllow his lavourilr puj Moil.s 
atUheinsherg in |)(»aee. There wtu'e nol wauling fdamlrKu a 
to misrepresent them U) his lailier, who rrifipirnlly ihirai 
coed to disiHirse llm jovial parly assmiddrd lln rr, and 
called those who einnposed it a nvi of l’’i'riieh eoveoinha,- 
The prince, however, lonml im'ims lo ajjprahr Iom auger. 
His farm-yard, ponilry-yiinl, and gardiui fnapirnlly lor 
nished litihj conlrihulitms for I hr royal kiteln'n. l'*al ealvc’a, 
turkeys, and pigeons, wildddwl, lup-wingH' eggs, |iasilr:i, 
early asparagus and eatilillowtU'S, graja'S, imdons, am I rviui 
favourite wines and c »yste, rs, weia^ agreetddi,' jiir^enU li> 
Frederick William, He U»ok good iiari? lo gralil’y anollim' 
of the king's iustes; fi)r, amidst liis lilndles and Imh [d<’a*.nn n. 
he had the good mnusij mjt lo m^gleet ilm dnl y of rlrill m*| ' 
gcant. In the rigid insper, Items of lr(»ops ihul wnr hidd, 
his regiment was always fonini lo lie omt of (hr jinrNf iiml 
the host disciplimal, ami his falliei'’s salislaetion inririra'd 
amuially. The pains Im took to seek lull n'erniis for Ih* 
king's regiment oartied him iiim'i?iising nianifrhlatiims of hlr 
favour, and sorvod lo dispel llu! slorms whiidi iIiu mImh »1 in 
disturb Iho good umlerslamling snhsisling hinwriui ihrnu 

Respecting tim means whieti ho mlopiml (o a|>pr,<*m 
irritable father, the jiriiice llms w'riir'S to his (nrud Snlno. 

«Thoro have lately Imsmj some IVesh i|nairrhi, iju' wlndn 
proceeding from a jtsdmisy which lirrdow hiri ogainsi 
Wolden, Tlio former found imsms lo inHinnair tn iIm? king 
that I was a mainvithout religion; (hat Maiilnullrl and von 
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liH(l 0 ()nlril)ii(.(!(l iiiii(>|i lo (>,tiiTiij)(. 111(1 ; imil t.lial Woldon was 
a iiiad-inaii, who aal.od aa llio l)iill<i(iii |,<i dm- NocicI y and was 
my (avoiirild. Yott know Hud. (ho (diarj^o ,d’ in'olini,,,, Vs 
Iho laid, rosori, ol' .slamh,'ror.s, mid, (lii.s iii,c,i profcn-od, n,,. 
(hmj.- mom nood ho .said, 'rim kiiijr hm. i i-omaitiod 

silool. and oomimsod. My n-y;imool did wonders; iho 
nnimial oxomiso, a lilllo Door .s|ii'inkled on iho lioads id' (ho 
soldiei's, nmn six I'oid. hif!;h, and a /i;ood loany moi iiils, iiav<‘ 
lirovod ai^mnonls slmoKor Ilian llio.so ol'niy oalnmnialor.s. 
All IS (iniol. a(, pmsonl., and no mom is saii’l ol' ndi^^ioii, of 
Woldon, of my |)or.sooii(oi,s, oy oCniy mjiinmnl.” 

ll, is ndalod lhal Iho kiii)?, wisliiii);, lo .soo willi his own 
oyos how Kmdei'iidv piussed his lime, msolyod lo lako him 

hy siirpiiM!, Wiih Ihis viow, Im sol. oil' I’olsdam 

very early ono morning, willionl. |.,ivin|^ any timvioiis 
01)1.100 (d his inlenlion, and prooeeded sinn,.Ji( '(o |{nppin, 
wliom Iho pniioe’s reninienl. was (piarlered. inlendiny I hen 
lo lyi lo K|ieiiisher(.v, whioh i.s in Ihe liei.i'lihoin Inaal, l.o 

• inner, Arrivin|)’ heliines at Hnppin, In: there round l'’m- 
•lerieU ex.-mi.-nii)^ Ins r.'j'iniiml. ilis ii.sloniidinioid. was 
';'l"»l O'l 'Oily hy Imi plea;aii'e. It, i.s supposed Uiid, sonio 

ll••ln ol I'rederndv s had .seemlly sent him iiil'orinalion of 
I" pm po.ied visit, very early in Urn imii ninK, and 

lhal, Iho priiiee had taken his iiiea.'.iires aeoordinuty 

In llm Slimmer ol' I 7 ;m, H,,, kin|.. amonip;mied‘hv ihe 
priiioe royal, woni lo Wesel, ami, when iho niililarv oxer- 
rises wem over, proceeded lo | ,oo i,, ( imddei.i. lo visil lii.s 
oon.-.in, Iho pi nice of Oiaii(y. Tlieir idim l slay Ihoid of 
only Ihmo . ays was hin.hiv Kialilyiii!-; lo all panh.s. I’m.. 

• nniek W dliani loiiiid his son mom sedalo Ilian in ||to 
'iampai,i;ii on iho IJliino, whoro ho luni shown a slmim do- 
siro lo ploaso Iho liiir sox. One day at lahle llm . oiiveisa- 
Imn till lied upon Ihe Ireemasons. a^yiini.l whom l■■|•ede|•iell, 

\ Ilham lamndo .i onl with yyeat aerimony. The e.mnl of 
l.i)i|te. Hnokolinij',', hilieiell a meniher id llio iValeiiiiCv, do- 
londoil ll. wilh .siieh warmlh and oloipioneo, lhal llm prince, 
priyaloly inlimiiled lo the eoiinl his wish lo join a .socinly 
whie I imndiered siieh ulaneh I'hampionH of li olli aiinnm it.S 
memhei.s. rim ooniil aecordin^lv n•lp|esled sonm of the 
hmilmrs le.sidniK al Muiiihmg i„„| j,, 
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Jimnsvviclc, wlii(4i cily l-bcs icin^ wuh Ijj vi>'i|( ou hhi wi^y lt» 
.Bcvliti, Biclcfcld, thou u nu^rchanl. ;i1 I lamlmry,, was urn* 
of tho iiuml)er, uiul Ihj i'Ivcsh an annisini*; iin-uniii nl ihr 
cmbavrufianionls wldnh lin uml his nnjM|KuiitMis had la rn 
fiountcr in jmiHorvin^ Uus inTCtssnry anns'i'v, 

left I]anil)nrf*;/^ lie says in his n'pnri In M, v«m 
StQvcn, ‘^you know willi wlunn, nn llin trnlh nl Aiij-ji:*! . ( In 
the ovoning of th(i next. <liiy, wt; uanr ai lli(» wi 

Brunswick. The cnslnm-hmisn olllrnr rnatir junpar il inu.-- 
to search our l)aggiig(?, as il, was liisdiity In dn. Uns iln i w 
US into no liltln perplexity, us ynu ntay jinljn? ynin-ii ll' 
We had a large cln^st filled with llie iiMpteinml'i Im Innrjni; 
to the lodge. In K|)i(e of tlio rnn-dom i‘uinyt d a! ttir fair 
time in Brnnswiede, tln^se Ihiiigs mighl he pmliihliefi iinml.v, 
Wo considered for a monient. If llie m’:uadier U \\\ iJiNi-Ued 
on the opening of the box, we slionld have had nniHher 
resource hut to give ourselves out for euujureis m gidd- 
makers. All, however, passial idf Widl. I slipped a ilueal 
into the man^s hand, nn which hr saiil ho wah ?airn ihai 
wc were veal genllenioii, ndio would not sinHi*glr any tlmu' 
eontrabnnd into the cit)^ We look u[) our i|uaiirja ai 
Korn^s lioiel, 

Next morning, the tluindm’ of itio caiuion pitadainu ii 
the arrival of the king of Brussiu and his n tiuue. ‘'rim 
presence of that inmuiveli and of llie iniinerous ah augers 
whom the fair allracls to Hruiimvirk, prodtn a d an eslra 
ordinary hustle in the city, \Ve agreed Ihul imoo ni n.'i 
shoultl be jntu,s(.iiU)il nl. eiHii'l. Imt llii^ cimiil nl' !.i(i|ii’, win- 
was tlii’coted |.<( seUlc! willi llm in'iiire-inviil, llte ibiy. Imiir, 
ami place eJ' reiieiilion. He appiiiiilcil lin- iiil'jo Id (ivnui 
the Bltli and l/ilh,and fjxeil upon our nnarh!rs a’< iIm' phirc 
for holding llie lodge! mid lieing very Npaei.iiei ili.-y v.etc 
well a(laj)led io lin* purpose, 4 'he oidy ohji i lion m l OM'd 
lo be ihe proxiitiily ol a iMr. von \V', iviiom' ap.ii inirnt ivii'i 
scparnlod fnmi Ibe saloon only byn ibiii boanli il pai iiiinn; 
so Hint ho niigliL iienr all llia'l passm! and lii-lr.iv lei, 'riiis 
cave us at lirst mnno nneaNine.HH, but, eiii' liii'llireit Irmn 

Unnover being ncijiiainted willi Hie hapiiN 

citr noigbliour, who i.s fond of drowning all Ins eai . i in 
WHIG, wc plied him so u'gII willi Inimpei.s in hi.s noiiii nlin 
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dinner, «nd re.lne(!d Idm In wieli a alale (lint lie weiild 
lirolialily liave .sleiil. eloHe In a liaUery witlinnl atvakiiiK 
“TliiMvhnln nC tl.e Mil, xva.s ,.|,ent in |,re,,an,linna Inr 
(lie IndKe, ami al, Uvelve n( iiijrlK, i.h,, piinee-rnval aiTivial 
m ennipany will, nHinl. Warleii.sleliei,, eaplain in the lu„e\ 
reHmi»!ii(, al. I'niatlaiii. 'I'ln, pniiee iiiliialneed I, in, in i,s as 
a earn idale, wlinm he vi‘i-y wai-ridy rceninrmniilt'd, and 
he^Wal llial. he iiii^,;hl. he adniili.ed iininedialely afler liini- 
sell. At Ihe Hanie time he de,si,-ed thal he nii;.hi !„> ireaie.l 
like any private individual, ami thal. nnne nf (he n>ari| 
eei'emniiies ini|!;h( he allei'eil nn hi.s aeennni, Arcnisiin,. | y 
lie WIIH a,ln,i(le,| in the nislnmary I’nrin; and I , Mini, I m,! 
anlheteiilly ailnin-e hia li'arlessneHs, his ennipnsnre, and his 

v.a.plin,,, a Indue was held'. 

All wa.s nyiT hy In,,,- d,,. ,nnn,in|.,;, ,n,d ll,e pri,,,.,. n- 

'<"'•'''<••'1 I appaivmly ,,, well p|,',.sed will, 

iLs iiH wr wiin* iMuu'inrd willi liim.*- 

. "I' I"''' lor (lie i,i,|„eed him 

7.''!'. Imlg,., i,„n whi,-l, Kev.s.i 

Itii;.'. .Iiinlin,, Mnlleiidni'l, (^hieis, ami even l•'|•ed,',■teli 's fii.sl 
lalel lie i'hiii,il,|-e, l'‘|•l•lle|■s^ln,•(•, were adinilleil. liieleleld 

yanied ajialiiin in iln.pr , ,|,„i Mihseipieiii I y enlered nil,, 

I ni.s.'ijiui uri vwv nf lii,s 

\Ve have i.ee,, (||;,| l•',ed,•l■ieli, ..win,, (n tl,,' pai.siimmy 
el he. lalhe,’ was always „iv,,|ved i„ pe,„„i,n y emhar.a.s;. 

l^''''le'.„h., l. win, had p,n,„,-,.d hi,,, a ,v,.„l:„ a„. 

lend Min, the nmri „r \'ien„a. was I.,,,,.,.,, j,, 

|eims> wa.s nhli,.ed In s.-el, snine nlle r eliannid 

whii'li hr niijijil jM-thMjrr I lin rni if-M 

I’"' ^"'"e. 'Vie. had ly h,s„ mini,.,.., 

iniii the i nm i ,,| .'si,M„,y He, li„, aiid nnw liel.l lhe 
like app,„ni,ne,.l ,.r I Vi. ...hmy;, sln.ws that lln.mtdt l.in, 

die in inee nl, lamed l.ians In- eni[n ess Anne id l’{n.«sia, 

:"'V '"•'•k'Vennio Hi,' atie, wards .Ink 1 'em taml, alter 

Ml hm had m vain eml.v, y..,,, |„„| v i,.„„a 

I-' In I y:iv, wi.en I',, dm 

nelv H m',-,*s.s,tn H l,,n| l„-em,„- nrp-nl. .Snl,,,, al hmulh 

'' A lerli.iy.hl li.ier 

I ■‘''"Mild have l.e,‘n nmhme," writes tl,e |.n„,-e in hi.s 
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letter of tlianlcs. But with increasing (lemancls, and owing 
particularly to the expensiveness of tall recruits, those of 5 
feet 10 inches costing 700 dollars, and those of G feet 1000 
each, increased resources became daily more necessary. 
“ I have no nioney,*^ complains Frederick to Snhm in 173S; 
“recruits are continually getting dearer, and I am obliged 
to buy them.” 

In this correspondence, carried on in French, those parts 
of the letters referring to loans are written in ciplicr, and 
sometinies in German; and the loans themselves arc dis- 
guised as books. Thus Frederick writes: “since you have 
kindly undertaken to bo my agent in Russia, have the good- 
ness to send me the new edition they arc there ])rinling of 
The Life of Prince Eugene; it will be the shortest way ami 
the best plan for sending it; besides, the agreement with 
the bookseller is more sure and advantageous than with the 
Vienna publishers, who print slowly, give no credit to sub- 
scribers, and whom, in short, I do not like, 1 am asked for 
twelve copies of this book. Those who have ordered them, 
persecute me daily for them, as if I had a printing press in 
my house, and could satisfy them whenever I please, hi 
short, eleven or twelve per.sons are so mad after ^ The Life 
of Prince Eugene,^ that they determined to liavc it at any 
rate. 1 make vows to all the saints, and indeed without you 
I should be in a very bad way. Let me beg you then to 
make your own agreement with the bookseller; 1 give you 
full power to do so, for my interests cannot be in hetler 
hands than yours.’’ In this letter “The Life of Prince 
Eugene ” signifies of course a sum of nione}^; by the twelve 
copies, he means 13,000 dollars, and the persons wJio arc 
“ so mad after them ” are creditors. 


In 173S, Sulim suggc.stecl to the prince the expediency of 
receiving pecuniary aid direct from the empress, on account 
of the alleged poverty of her favourite. On the 21st ol* 

March he writes: “You will receive a packet in May 

probably the same sum as last year, for I have not been able 
to ailect any change. You may judge how anxious the duke 
Js to serve you by the great eiTort which he makes to do so, 
having himself the tremendous debts of his predecessors 
to discharge. He has, it Is true, one great resource. It is 
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thence, without doubt, that you must think of drawing i,, 
luture. She is very well disposed to this. She truly loves 
and esteems you, and will have great pleasure in renderimr 
you service; persuaded as she is that persons who think 
aiiJce,an(l whose ideas are noble, may assist one another with- 
‘^'^'t inconvenience being the result.” 

'Evidently points to the empress herself as Frede- 
ncli s Aiture resource, and there can be no doubt that the 
pretended poverty of Biron was a mere stratagem for the 
purpose of reducing the heir to the Prussian throne to com- 
plete dependence on the czarina, Frcilerick’s reply was as 
to lows; “ Your letter embarrassed me so much, that I have 
taken some tune to answer it. I cannot bring myself to 
agree to your suggestions. The idea of begging money is 
diametrically opposite to my principles. If I could liavc 

b«m*T T n widi the duke, I should have 

been glad; but the difference is very great. I can lie under 

consTqueLcs ”' " —“"‘y consider the 

prince’s reluctance to lay himself under 
bligatmn to his father’s powerful neiglibour, the necessity 
r‘‘ I n'’ demands forced him in Decemboi', 

1 1? you send me a draft of tlie let- 

tei and. tlie titles. I must have 24,000 dollars per year, 

f “eed 111 this, you may take 2000 of Ihcin for 
} ouisclf. I hope tliat the agreeunent will ho concluded by 
ind Tf.”^ ' of Apri .”_Owingprol)ahly to the king’s illnos.s, 
and the prospect ol his speedy dis.solulion, the coiilemiilatcd 
•igreement was not carried into effect. ‘ 

from tlic conclusion of the corrcspondcnco witli 
Sidim that, after I'redcriok’s accession to tlio throiio, onoof 
the first points to whicli lie directed his attention was the 
icpaymcnt of tlio sums tliat had been so borrowed: thus 
these transactions hear no other character than that of an ac- 
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<ir l,l)(! p(.„|,l„, ncglt-Hrd to a.s.si.M(„i(rr, to 

|iioviiii!() ridi (uid ((.rill,., iHipidoii.s, mid .dHMindiitu; in j,|'i 
.snl 'Dm disnrdnr rarrind „(1 llm ii.mnli.- 

.'iml In, land n,,nmn„d nn(,nllii-al<.d and „v„ru;i,.wn willl 
u'cciM. I |„. very brnli, nninial.H wci,, nnl (.xcninh'd (Vui - 
Um nn.vnraai calmnily. I,, alinrl, (I.,, ninal, (|(mriHl.inir 
"•ir |.n,vinr„M wiim convnrlnd inin nno nCttn. nn.,.l. niisnrald,. 
waalns. Wt^niwhil,,, l.’rcdcrink (. di,.,!, and will, Idin waa 
I'lliind all Ilia lalsn j-jrandnui', wldcli (.nnaial,.,! nnly in a vain 
niiif!;in(M!nin,,,, and l.ln, |nnn|mna di,s))lay of niv.dniia 
imiiin.a. My (aih,,,., wlin siim.imdi.d li'ini, |■,■ll (•,iin|iaaMi,n, 
nr 111! 11 , ,ral misery. I In viail.nd ||„, emmlrv, lln in: 

inld ivill, Ins nwn eyes (Ida vaal. (rael laid wa.sle. and all 

, ■ » disease. Cainine, and 

" ''Vnnal admiidslralinn leave la, 

r.T,. , and I'niir nr 

• l,inidr„,l villages nn„ilial,il,.d, |,re.,ei,(ed (hemselves 

.|ml\."'.'r.1„ •l••'^'■'".la,v.d |,y (Ids inelum- 

\ •;'RI I. K .si,rved nnly In |■(,nde^■ Ids eniunassinn llie 
"•me hvely; and lie resnlved In re.slnre 

'••""mere., In (Ins land, widel, had InsI even lln, af, 

'’''‘‘'■‘'i'’'' ' I lull lime, he h!is 

■l ■ •<■'l l'n a, (nr iirniMnlin,,; his salnlary inlentinn.s. 

Ill, ill,. I •dahlished wise law.s and re^..nla1 inn..(’, lie relMiilt 
wlial. had heen .sn(h.r..d In i„ rnin in rnma.,,nenr., nl il,.. 
diiUlle; and he sellled Iheiv Ihnilsmids n|' rainilie.i hmiiehl 
••nnnlri..,.. ..r Knmpe, The land aeain l’„. 
lin.dn,.|,ve, ami Ihe emmlrv imn.il.Misi enmmerre 
ll""••|shl•d. and III pr, ahimd.inr.. n i..,,,, miiic 
han nver in this h.rlil.. rnnnliy. ’I’hen, me nniv hall' a 
•idlmn nl inhatniants in l.ilhnama: are nnw mine 

Cr.e l<•|'nn•rly. n.nie ealile. and iveallh and 

Dmn in any pari „! (irrnmnv, 

•SAII (lies,, resnll., m,. .1,,.. m ihe‘ 1.,,,,. alnm-, wlm nnl 
mi y t.s.sne. (he mders. hnl hims,.il 

. '>"‘'1 ';mireive,l Ihe pi. ran i.sl i, In.n 

'"'"'"m 'nil. iinr liemmi.., him. 

!• nniiiies nnr riHvm.ls. I., ,.n,.iii,. ihe ..nmlnil amt Ihe ex 

(0 ii'i'm M "" r '" iniis, ivhn are iiidehled 

to Inin iiinne I,,,- llieir happiness and their e.Htuhlisliimml. 
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There is somothing to my mind so heroic in the geiioi^^ 
and laborious manner in which the king has devoted ti i J * ^ 
self to the task of restoring to this desolate country dH 1^^^ * 
pulation, its fertility, and its prosperity, that I think 
will view his conduct in the same light that I do when y * * 

are made acquainted with the circumstances.^^ 

It was during this journey that the king, perhaps 
of his soids straitened circumstances, surprised him hy 
voluntary gift of tho breeding stud at Trakehnen, 
at that time produced a clear annual profit of 13,000 clol'* 
Jars, Frederick was more delighted with this uncxpcK'I^*** ^ 
token of his father^s favour than with the magniJiccMioo 
the present, and more deeply touched by the revivni Ivi** 
a flection than by the possession of objects flattering t.t> I 
self-interest and the ambition of men. 

The king returned ailing from this journey, and 
toms of dropsy soon appeared. Towards the end of 
life his sentiments seemed greatly changed and bin toiv> j >*.1 >' 
much milder. When ho had one day spolcon of intclhH^ Ln ul 
occupations as something laudable, and shown a kindly cl i 
position ill the circle of his family, Frederick thuB 
to Gamas on the 31st December, 1738r — have fomi<l t* 
I’cmarJcable change in the temper of the king^ he Huh 
tipoken of the sciences as something praiseworthy; lio in 
extremely gracious, and I have been overjoyed, irana)>c>i* t 
cd, with what I liavc seen and heard, The feelings of H 1 in 1 
nflfcction are redoubled in mo when I perceive such vatioiiti 1 n 
such true sentiments in the author of my being, ^ 
lalcr, he could communicate to another friend a still nior^i 
important change hi the character of his father, upon wUtmt 
the suporioiMuental powers of liis son had certainly iicii 
been without influenoe. The news of the day,'^ Jm 
writes, f^is that the king reads WolU^s Philosojdiy 
three hours daily; for which God be praised! So vvc 3 hn 
at last arrived at the triumph of truth/^ It was an nbrii I la- 
ment of WoliT^s Natural Theology that the king wan tln ' 1 1 
reading. In this last j)eriod of his life Frederick Willi a 1 1 1 
was earnestly striving to make amends for past faults, ami 
to repm for liis country the philosopher whom ho liiul 
exUed, an intention which it was reserved for his succgwhok 
to realize. 
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■ his father grow daily worse; At the heo-in- 

lung of February, 1740, the prince of Dessau rcconimeiulcd 
to the king to reinforce tlie army, though the court of, Vi 
cniia had determined on reducing its.military estahlishinent ■ 
by one third. Frederick William wrote to him with his 
own hand: « I. expect to die, and have told all I know to 
my eldest son.” When, soon afterwards, he was infornicil 
that the prince-royal had been seized with violent cramn 
in the stomach, and was so ill that it was thought he could 
not outlive the night, he- burst into tcar.s, and with manv 
lanicntations exclaimedr «Alas! am I then to lose mv 

During tlie greater part of the winter, Frederick re- 
neiu' his. father. Towards .spring, as his siliiation 
.seemed somewhat improved, the prince repaired to Rhoitui- 
leig. .M’oni this retreat he was suddenly summoned bv 
an e.vprcss, bringing mtclligenco that his father’s dissolu- 
tion was. near at hand. Frederick hastened to Potsdam, 
where the king had chiefly resided during his ill e"s 
Iredcrick founi him in the public place li the palacei 
seated 111 his rolling chair, looking on at the haying of the 
foundation stone lor a neighhouring house. As soon as he. 
pcieeivcd his .son at a distanco, he extended his arms to- 
wards him, and the iiriiico with tears threw himself into 
them. In this attiUidc lliey remained for a considerable 
time without sjieiiking. The king at length broke silencm 
lie said that though he had heon sirict with him, still he 
had always loved him with paternal fondness, and it gave 
urn great joy to.sec liim once more. Ho then desired to 
to hi9.aj)nrtineal, and conversed for a full hour in 
piivale with the prince, explaining to him all the liomcH-. 
tic and lorc-ign concerns of the kingdom. Tlieso conversa- 
tions were continued on the succeeding days. 

‘‘oove>'«i'lions that his fomlnewi. 
woiJ'n «flectingly oxprcs.sed to those who 

ttcic adinilled to. his pro.scnce, “Is not. God very good 

ion"”’ F ^1 T!" worthy a 

son , I redenck tenderly kissed his father’s hand, while 

his tears fell upon it. The king, clasping him in bis Tm 

and pressing hun to hia bosom, »obbod and ejaculated; ^^0 

4 *^ 
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my God, 1 die content, since I have such a wortliy son amJ 


succGSsor!*^ « • ji 

But the more aflectionatcly the king treated Ins son, ttu; 
more Frederick’s heart was wrung hy the paniliil illness n 
his honoured parent. “My present state, lie wi'itea to 
Voltaire on the 86th of February,- 1?^), “ so oppresses my 
brain that I have nearly lost the faculty of thinking; niid 
in the like tone he communicated to him the eireiiniatanees 
of his decease. "On Friday, the 87th of May, he writes, 

“I arrived at Potsdam, where I found the lung ui such a 

stale that it was evident be could not live long. He sliowec 
great kindness to me, and spoke to me for more lliau nn 
hour on the internal and external aflairs of the eounlry. 
with extraordinary correctness of judgment. On Suturduy, 
Sunday, and Monday, ho continued tlic.so conversulninH, 
entirely resigned to his fate, and hearing his oxcruoiating; 
sufferings with tho greatest fortitude. On luesdiiy nioiU" 
ing, at five o’clock, ho resigned the goveriniiciit into iny 
haudS) and took leave of my brolhci’H, of his principul nh* 
ficers, and of me. The (|uccn, my hroihers, and niys<;JI 
attended him in his last moments. With the stoicism ol n 
Cato he endured his tortures, and expired Imtwctm one i\n<i 
two o^clock in the afternoon of Tuesday, the 3l3t of May, 
with the curiosity of a natural philosopher vSolicilous to oIj- 
serve what takes place at tho moment of dissolution, lunl 
with the heroism of a great man who wishes to leave hiH 
family an example for imitation.^^ 

His daughter furnishes us with a more particular account 
of the circumstances of her father^s last hours. Hlie lollrt 


us that, after having hecn very ill all night, at sevmi in llu^ 
morning of the day on which he died, ho was drawn in liin 
chair to the apartment of tho queen, wlio was still asleep, 
not aware that he was so ill. Get iqV’ said he, I havn 
hut a few hours to live. I shall at least Jiavo tho salisfar « 


lion to die in your arms. He then dosirotl to ho tak<ni 
to the princes, of whom ho took an aflcctionalo farewoll, 
excepting the prince-royal, who was ordered to follow liiin 
to his apartment As soon as he vvas there, ho sent for tin; 
two principal ministers, the prince of Aniialt^ and all thn 
generals and colonels who wore at r«lsdam. llavjti|g 
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Mmiikofl thdJii \n a «linrt, .sjxa'rh Inr i.hrir xrrviiM'H, aiui i'x- 
h<M'laal tlnan lo »Imuv tlio siimm! fhlt'lily to tlio |M'iiH-r'<ritval, 
his solo Iioir^ as I Ih^v ha<l jhuio to liitn, lio iirrlornMal thr 
aoroJiioiiy of ahdit^atioo, and i‘r:df.i;iird all his authority In 
his son, lo whoto ho p;avo an oariHv^ rxhortaliou on tho 
(liiiirs ol’prinr.rs towards l.lioir snhjoi.ls, iriroiniiioijiliiij,*; tli(‘ 
nriiiy,nn<l Ihi^ )!;onoraIs and ollii'oi-s iuom'mi in parliciilar, 
to his allohtion, 'riHot, Inmiri)?; to tho prinro ol A nliall , 

Yoii/^ said ho, (ho nidost oC my tl is ri|^h! 

ilmt I should ^\v(\ you iny host, luuso.-' At Ihn samo tiim? 
ho ordtjnsl Iho horso (o looiighf, and [ito rriviMjt;; that 
tho |>riiU!t^’'roy(d was iiuudi alVorlfsl, ho said li» him: ** It in 
Iho lot of mati^ a trihiHo (hat wo junst all pay to miluro/' 
l''oarin^", IrsI his firnnu ss miyjil ho shakni hy tho loars and 
lamontations ol jdl who woro prosonu ho si|!,mrH’fl that llu^y 
should ntliro, iU’doi'iuii, all his fan vioits !<» juM on a now 
I ivory wliioh ho had had mado tor Ihoui, and Ids iri^inMud 
a llow imironm Mouinvhilo tin* tpiom tmlorod liio lonnn 
Sjio had srarcady boon llioia* a ipiai toi' ol lui Imhu '1m loi fMho 
kin;* swooood. Ilo was iinmodialoly put to hid, wlioio 
tin* looans fUMpInyoil (dr llm pnrpost* hnHi|j;hl him to hini ' 
soil, landviu;*, around liim, and sooiri;j; tho uttondants in 
tlioir l^o\^■ ohohi'S, In* o\i*laiiJM‘d : •*\aiMl\' o( \'aidliofi, all 
is vauily!” Ilo thou askod hi*i lost physirian how huif.!; In* 
had yol to liyo; and was told that it ioi|;ht piohahly In* 
hall an houi, Uo oalli d ioi ii minor, iujd, hs\iny, lookod 
at hiinsr ir in it, tdisorvc'd: ** I am mm li alli ird; I shall 
look I ri;.'jit hii whon I mm dyin^/' Mo irpr.iiod Ids lot mor 
‘inostion to tin: pliy siolans: lin y t‘dd Imo that a ipiaiior fij 
an hour had olapsod, anil (toil inn pulM+ was iisiu^, ‘'So 
mtloh tho hollri,** ho ropliod. “it will hr nyt r with mo ()iu 
ooiior.** Ilo y^u \y f'ladoally wi akn, tdl nhoiit noon Ini 
oKpirod, ‘Pho now ktiii' liml oondm tod \\ir ipiooo 1*» lu r 
ajiiutmont, wlioio many loai.i woii^ shod; '• wholhoi talso or 
Njm‘ori%" sal oaslioally olmu vi s tho mai j^iavino fi| Hayn nth, 

I know nolo- 

Auolhor arooimi says that, on tin* nmndiij: ‘d liko Mm 
ol May, tho kiiiy, dol|yor«‘d Iti tho pinin' loyal Iho omwn, 

I ho sooplro, and iho koy nt Ids tirasmo, and ;:^a\’o him Inti 
hhmsint*;. 'Pho privyannuisidlur Vookoioill tlnnv opal Jda 
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desire a protocol of tlie transaction. After a disconnsc de- 
livered by the Lutheran provost Kolon, exhorting Inm to 
repentance, he ordered the black marble coJlnyv nch Im 
had liad made for hinnsclf many years before, to ho hronght 
to the foot of his bed. In the presence of his generals aiul 
several privy-counsellors, he directed the inslrnctions re- 
specting tiis funeral, dated the3!)th of May, to be delivered 
to the iirince-royal, and then closed his cyc.H in the assnranno 
that he left a successor who would conijilctc tlio structure 

for which- he had laid so solid a foundation. 

Itis related that, at the time wlten the king had llie 
coffin made for himself, ho ordered anotlicr for the queen. 
When finished, he had them brought to him. He tried bus 
own, and the other was taken to the queen, w lio had recei veil 
no previous intimation of tlic matter, and who \yns desired 
to lie ilown ill it to try how it fitted* At first sight of tins 
doleful object, she imagined tliat she- was about to be doom- 
ed to die, and it was under this dismal impru.ssioii Ibat she 
complied with the direction, . . » 

It is further stated lliat, when the clcrgyninn who vm\XH\ 
the king just before his death earnestly cixliorted him to 
repentance, and represented to him the variouH ways in 
which he liad sinned, at the mention of each now Iraim- 
gression the king every moment interrupted his spiriUml 
adviser with the exclamation: ‘^Kut I have never hocn uih 
faithful to my wife, and I hope on that account God will 
forgive me for the rest/^ 

The son of a weak and vain father and of a mother (lin- 


tinguished for her virtues as wcfl as for the oxcolleneo of 
her character, her undorsianding,and her love of the sciotieius, 
Frederick William was in every respect the reverse of hoth. 
Original and eccentric in disposition, with anslere and eoarsn 
manners and a harsh, blunt way, he despised ])Oinp, osten« 
tation, and all that embellishes life, and atlnehed a value In 
that only which is indispensable, Ills clniractcr was full 
of contradictions: he was at once just and cruel; parsimonious 
and liberal; a carefnl father of a family, but morose un<l 
brutal to his children. His activity was unwearied and 
always directed to the useful. had,^^ says Ids greiU 

successor, “an industrious .spirit in a robust body, and per- 
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hups JiionJ jNipiurity ihr <‘iil(‘riii^!; inin liir iiioril inlunlr ilrlajln 
Lhuii any mini lhai. i'.yvv livial; hul tl hr liiil uiM'Hjjy IiirnMt'l| 
^vi(,Il il was vrvy oltisi t’nnu Ihr fnnvi^’l Itin 

l.hal. (Mil. of many SMrh, r;i‘<*a1 nm's arr pj'Miliussl. My 
(Muhsivolirs tn llir iiidi vicinal [»:h1m nl Ida wnik lo fhf 

hi|j,‘lM'sl. di’^?;ns^ nl’ pirrlrrlimi, \\v sniii;Jit t»i pj (hat pn irrt itin 

lo Iht^ wliido, 1 1 is military systmii hi* i cnnhini d an mtiinalrly 
wil.h ihi! olhnr [mhlir insi iliitinns that it was iiiipH.i'iihln tn 
alUtr any tiling!; \vhatrvi*r wlthniil ninnin^!; tin* lisL nl nM?i 
(lirowiiJfi; Ihn slah? ilsidh'* I In n lnnll arM ial tnwirt w hirh 
had homi th?sl,ruy<sl hy hn‘« and Ininidnl whnh- vdlaip'i 
whiall Ih^ pfoplntl wllh rmidpji arttlrrs. Iln ndaif^ d iht' 
I.own ol* I 'nlsdani, and nmijdrh d I hr i pi ii h r id 1 In lin i alh d 
.h'l'ii'drlr liHstadL 'Thn nishnii hnina* id that rity v.‘iUj tiauN 
Idnnrd ini n a idnjlMnanulartnry , whirh rmplnyril hvi' I In 01 
sand pni’scnis, anil Mipplird thr wlmli* IhoMran anoy uilli 
c.Inlh, Mamdaidorit^fi nl lirr arnn urn rsl.ddnhi d at Span 
dan and INdsdain. \\ i* havr firm hnw In* nr t uum idnosi d 
I dllniania, drfiidalrd hy |M'slilrnri‘i into ii ll^an pin 

vinar, hy pmp1in|t; it anrw al an iinninrir with i ido 

IlisiH iVnin Swii /n hmd, Swahiii, ihr Pal iliiialr and S.d-hni 
I' lrdri irk W illiam was rnahlrd liy i iyid ts imnmy m his 
linanrrs lo rsipnid ftis tinlliuns id ilnilais on ihr hM|OH\ i* 
mrnl id hift ilnminioms and iomi I v as Moirh on (In M'|M‘ii|diny^ 
ol Idlhnaiiiiii to |ani*haso nou rrown dfonaiin In thr amount 
uriivr inillions; to lay nul njiwatils ot t wo mdliomi in t >iatr > 
to prodiii'o indrpmdmt inmtm a lorhia vnnof;i i foms, ,ittd 
a inillion and a hall on maynilo i nt sdv< i |d it» . All ihrs 
hr ari*om|ilifdird uilli a y olv ii'Vrmo* nl roioo tioh^i^ 
than finvm tnilljons and a iudl id liidi.o s, ?o\ mdlmus oi 
wliirh wri 0 I'ripiiit d tm' tin' ih.nut* nanrr id an .o 
anuHintinp; at his di atli In 7.;yino mi n; ato) v* * * 

Irivnl til louvr his fona i mni a fM antnrol o/Zno.iaHHlnllai 
or ulanit a million and it lodl slrihn^y 

h rrdi*rirk, whiii in ihr im-ioMn n ul tj){' tiiniro'.' id Ihamho* 
hiir^i rrlati'S llifT wholr hiMtio )' id hr> laihvj's V* d!i 

pornliar pi rdiltsdinn, r|os<-i d thmi; *• tln'^ jo oo r 
owns Ihr hii'inatioii ol Iirr aimy aodi ss a i* wmIi ot 
hrr |ii osprrily : and it this anov han waju * joo onu* joi notU 
Idr, to him hrlo!i|.vi all thr \uvnt, Il »l h tim that vv<i iarr 
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i.wlcbled-for t!i« "I' "*•>' ''‘’' ''' f , ‘l” 

Icknowbl-o th;.l. in lln- lalMn lon. I.ln -I Hn. |.n-H - ml , 
£ ,)n>(l.M.rn.«.snrns nnml Im sonr.l.l < -,■ < Um ,n j. 

nciis.Hlalo in whinl. royal Innn.r lo.ni.i it‘a;l ,.li, , l.i 

I I _ _ _ 'I’ll!' (liiiiMSlir vi'MiM.iiia nl IhiM y,ri',i 

prince we lave imwal over in siln.rr t Inr nne.I.I !■> Iinv 
.some nulutseuceCorll.r laiiHs i.r rlnl.hrn ... 

of tlio viriiios of tln^ir lalluM’/’ .i 

immorouH (aniily of Kn.lni-^k Wllli.in hy hn m';-''’- N 
nhie Doiolhoo, us I.Im^ tunorH ol r^wwA ol Hm mviHUnn wj 
fVcnuonily oumn- in (Ihh iohI iho follitwini^ ' 

1, Froilorink hnois, Iuh’m NttvonihtT M, I oo*U .Ala 
1(J 1708, j\ woll pn^.siiiviul W{ts tilV^'o nl Miis inlai 
princo is p^OH(^rvo(l iu ilio itiiisomn ul lifilin, 

3, Sophio \Villu‘lioiiio, (llm lav ti\uH 

of Friulorit^k Iho ihv.wU) korii July orunlril Ni 

vemhor30, 1.7MIJ.0 iho hrivtlilui-y pnnvr (alln ward^ niMi 

mvo) of JJiiynuilli, <lioil (IrInInM* 11, 

i'Votlonuk Williuiii, kurii Atty^nal hi, IVhk ilion Jnl 
81, 1711. Of llns priiirr, also, tlinni is a Wi'll pn-M'i vy 
lilcoiu^ss, in wax', in I In* l{oyal Musnunn 

4, l'Viulori<’-k (sunumnul lln^ (tnati) lun n Jimmu N' 'l 

wluL aaiuii'iUnir to Honns was vlirisPaMHl (’liai h 


Fnulcu’ick. 

.5. (>hai*loUii Albtn'iino, born May -s )VI>b Jo| 
10, 1714, Ilia’ liki'iH’SS is also to bn jiiaai iu lln* iiiUf=''Mn 

ft, Fri’deriki^ Louims born Si'plmilu'r \f‘i, I VI 1; uou t if 
May 80, 1731), bt Obarb’s AVilliatu I'Valt rii'li, maiy.iavo ■ 
An.spaab; tliisl Ki'brnary M, 1784. 

7. Pliilij)|)iiio (JliarloUi*, born iMarrb 1.4, iVhi; luanii 
July 3, 1744, 1,0 tliiko (4iiirb’s iif IlniiravioK Wollritbpity 
iliotl lAibi’iiiiry HI, I. ‘-if) I, 

8, lioul.s OIkii’Ios Wiliiatn, bora May 3, 1717* •!*» 4 A* 
giisl 41, 1714. 

4. Sojjliii,! Dorollits! Marir* bora Jarara V I VI 4; ma 
riihl Novonibor 10, 174 1, bt ||ii» niiuip.tv'n b'lr.ba it'h \N i 
liarn (jf Mrainloribia'|!;-Si4iwi'<ll ; t!i»'4 l /o b 

If). Lftui.si* l/ij'ilii', biU'ii ,laly V I, ) 7;4»i uiKin irtl in I /!- 
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to lean upon ono of her ladies while, she “'I'’';;;;*;;' 

him. She was L!;; uXm ^ 

omolion, when hnidcnelv intMUipn.o nu 

said he, «thc whole kiendei.i hmiwa iii whnl iijaii i - ■ 

con lied you h. I'”', •"y J;" lV,''?rnr ^l.lilin i,' 

creased the unea.iine.ss of ll.e /pieen, and 
nointof fainting.— " Von iniagme, perhiip.s, (hul, no \ .< ti 

Lasler of my .leition.s, I sliall rononiiee nigaivniieiilM enii. 
ivncifd aaninst mv "'ill. lint know, inadain, thal ynm pa- 

thousand oilier virtues with whiid. you are endowed, h.iMi 
long opened my eye.s. I lillierto, soinethmg, in my ' 
ter, call it what yon please, has lirevented me Irmu im k 
thus avowal. I wi.shed to delay it tdl Ihe moment when I 
could convince the whole world dial it was eiiliiviy lieo 
and voluntary. Thin inmnnnl, nimlatn, is arnvt'd, and I 
invite yon to share with nu^ a throne ol wlurh you luv jio 

"'°Such is the aeconiit given liy l.aveaii, in Ins liln nl I'l e 

. ■ 1 > > 1 I . II .. . . ... 1... lltl 


dcriok lly hut which is said hy IVhish to he wliolly miuii 
thonlicatod. 'rius latKn* wriUn* tells tis that hredench [U 
sonted his consort U) tlje a8S(!inhled eotu t with the worils, 
“This is your (|uccn and tlmt, luuuirdini.’; ti» auoiijer ar 
count, the k’mi? on this occasion tuulniKietl ami KiftJird )mm 
in tho tciulcrost manner, jhj tins as it imiy, wo know loi 
certain that tho queon, wim, to use ln*r own words, 1i;mI nol 
produced children solely thron^li the dispen.wallon of lleie 
veil, was jircseiUod in tho course of this year with Uie pa- 
lace or Schdnhaiiscii, m^ar Merlin, where she pnHM-d ilm 
suniinor inonlhs till her death, residing in winter io tim 
palace of tho capilak Thou|i;h,aH princess liiyal, she lutd 
constantly liv<ul with her husliami at IMmiiisher^;, ami is 
even said at that time to have Innl stum’ itdlnem e over him, 
yet, after his accossitin (o lln^ tlirom?, llit’V hecame ahmcil 
strangers to ono another; hut Knaha'ick, on all occuaimjs, 
did amjilo justice io her virtues, lie liiiitju'il paid her Imt 
Olio visit at SchdnhaUHtni, and sIk^ never .‘i;iw Ida lavnurile 
residence, Suns Souci. When they wcie huth in llcrlju, 
wliero tho king regularly resided iluring Lent, and lor some 



I iiKju.ini'ic riii; (jukat* 


49 


ll"-' ••"'•MnvM IM, a,„l l,i„ |,n,il,cr„ uincd Hcvcrnl 
>" ' r,n.r..> n( ,)u, „„ Humh.yH, with the 

'I".'''’"; "I"' 'rsunipl,., Hu. wh„|,, ,H„„t !„Kl the fo- 

:.m .asN.Mlor.s ,.lvva.v,s l,-,-„Ual lioiMvilli llioliiKlicstre- 
siMT.I . ,'\ I «„rl. I i.noM l,.| ,M.l only s.n.l, ovory nun-nioK to 

• n.|'«)n- l«mv hI», dnl. I.„|, lrc<,,»,„l,iv addi'ossod to her a sort 
ol l.ill.:l donx exin.-xsitiK liin re.speet in Freneli nroao or 
yni'.sr. [|in (jiirrji \\mU\ Hiniilnr ro|)lit 5 *s l.o tlujso billets, 
I u jiiu lect. kn.nvkulgcj oi' Froneh, she IranshUcd 

a niiinher (il (itirunin n 4 i|!;iourt works in a inaslerly man- 

VVlieu smsli a tninslalion was 
IiiiisImmI anil pnnlnU alu, miul a copy of i(; (o iJuj kine, who 
Mial Kind of readinp;, and im in Wirn 
presrnfnl Iht willi liia workn, whieli were as little to her 
UiMi\ I hn litr ol (bia so .si iip;nlarly siluatod princess was 
UMlred drvnlc-d rntnriy (o l»U‘tv, benidimjee ami industry. 
Oiif ol Iht allnwaimo ill’ 11,000 tlollars, she expended 
vMjMMi on I bo poor. To Uu? kinf»; sluMvns most fondly 
allnobod, lvoli)i;ioit,H and sinfMiliiic |un\snits were lior recre- 
alioii. sbr had a tu^Wvl lilniiry, and frcM|uenUy invited 
moil mI loarnior,, i Hproinlly olivines, to her table, Gellcrt 
was bor raviim ihNuidmr: filu^ prided beimdf on having been 
iioni in liir samo yi*ai’ willi liim, and translated his moral 
joi’lnn-sjii-i odi ^and soh^m into Krencln The king never 
inviloil Im'O to Sana Snin i, and she was (dther too modest 


or too pi Mint In gii ihitlM'i- iitinskeil. In his will, Frederick 
assigmal to lo r an inru’ast? nf imaime, adding: “1 dcsiii^ 
my snoi-o iiMr In p:iy tln^ ri Hpi’iu dim to the widow of his 
imido, ami to u pi ini’i .' s of iIjhI inguislo‘(l virtue.’’ 

M'lio ijiirt ii rltiw jHM‘i bail not hiss reason to be satisfied 
with liorsMiiV!! M iohniir 'is ami n^spoitt Ilian his consort, lie 
gave Ion' ibo tithi nf tpii rn niuthor; and at llie moment of 
Ills fat bo r hi drath, wlo ii aim \^■ 4 ^llld have called lum “your 
majosly/* lio saiil: •'Contimui to call inn your son, a title 
infinitely moio jirrcions Ui ni<t than the royal dignity,” 

In TldrfiioiUhi onloriainiu^ volnm<‘S, I find the following 
purli(‘ii!ais roiounniiig tboso! two iirineosses, which 1 shall 
oMraiU at the rink orsoim^ lil th^ n^potitioiis. 


'riioipo am fioiliMn*, on hoiMitiilng a willow retired to Mon- 
Uijon, H small lonbliugt sitnaUul in the midst ofa moderate 
vor. u,- 
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cardon. in Ihc c.ily of Borlin, on Uic Imnk of ll.o S,nr... 

mnosUc to a dylcc planlctl willi willows I ii iiu adnw al- 

mSways ovoi-llowci. This .'oorl al M<m-Hi|oo was w- 
markable various ucxoutils. Fnalrru'k caiiii* Hn boi 
rcRularly every Wednesday U. pay Ids .Inly to Ins inn Inn . 
uidess vvhen ho was linldio}!; nwiews or in Hw held will, 
his army. Never did any sovereign pay i.';r.'al.-r ui 1. oin.n 
and respeet. His bat was always in Ins hand bel.ire hr 
entered the ,ii,een-(lowa|i;.ir’s aparl.nien(si il In- 'v.nd ... 
wbile she was at play, he wmihl sla.id h.•h..nl her t lnni a..d 
not sit down then or at ..ther tin.es 1.11 she de.K.i. d Inni. 
One day ho entei'od when least esp<‘e(ed: (l.i- dle.inn. 
wci'o in the fir.sl re..... playii.)ii at plmi'ao; a.nl. ... Ilnni; lirsl 
.snrprise, sti'ove to bide their ranis. I’ redi'inek, |aneeivin); 
their cmbin’rassment, told then, they onul.t to know ll.al, 
at her majesty the (ineen-.noll.ei-’s, Ihern inn in- was a k.t.|.<, 
and that whatever she Ihoiifflit jiropin' (o p.nntit x.-as lieyond 
eonsuro. Tin then in.ini.-eil wl.al name they wm-n |il/.y.iic, 
at, and on heing told, he hegg.sl llnno (o n'.M..i.e ll.cir i.lay 
Ihat ho might have son.e i.lea of il. 1 1*, ask.sl linnii 

to explain the gan.e. To .•einler (his explai.a! 

intclligihln, a paek of cards was preseiiled to hi...: In- d.c-xv 
one and slakeil a l.'<.derie li’or njion it, 1 hr .■liinnes xxme 
favourable to him. At ev.n-y tVesh winning. In- a>du-<l: 
“What must T. ilo iinw?” Il.iwas Inld to lido- iip tin. 
money he had won, or to h.hl down a eoi'in i' .»! I.is ra. .1, 
or to take another card, with the san.e fnhis, wliii 1. xxd.ihl 
give him txvice as high a slake as ll.e pierediog. I he king 
made the folds, took fresh raids wheo the I'nsl xv.-re e\- 
hausted, and ooiitiniie.l to win, (ill (he. hiitikcf iolinined 
him that,lho bank, not being sli'ong, slnre they weie play 
ing only for mmisemeiit, ll.e wlnde id' il helinijfed i,, hi-i 
mnjcsiy, TIte king, llirnwiiig bis cards on ll.e iid.le, ..■ • 
plied: “Yon are wrong; none of it ran iH'loi.g to loe, l.n I 
was not playing; T was only leai'iiing tl.e game, I lln.nk 
yon for your enm|iluisai.ee." He (lien went in bis nn.dier, 
This is said to he the only (imo in his life ih.it he ever 


played at oai’ds. 

The qtieeii, l'’rederiek’H ennsinl, pns'ii'ss. il the rnie niei il 
of nox'cr eaiising lumself (o he (alliial of. No meniioi. xvns 
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in IK I of Inn' in i\i\y finr( of lui.siiunSM or ihtri|i;iUi; imd 
oovtu' (lid hIm^ solicit any Uiing (‘ilhor lor lu^rsnlf or for 
nUKM\'i» III all iJuil. rolahjd to lu’r (ionrt, .sIkmuhI liorpa:’'’ * 
|jj;on\MO’iuiiito. \v(k*o aii?(inii.4 only to loarii tln^ inUintmii;; i f 
IIk*. luii^ ainl to (lOMforni Mii*irlly to llioju. Admiring Iho* 
Illustrious luisimiid mon^ than any oik^ oIso in tin* world, 
sho would nov(‘r havn siillornd any liody to rt|K’ak of luni 
with iiidilho’oina?; hIio approvnd and would have, otliors 
approvo of tdl itial. ho Hiiid or did, 1 lor dtHonitiini at llu* 
Miiino tiino wan niirritid to a liMif!;th that would not ho inia- 
^iiuah (,5onld any oiio holiiwo, lor Insliinoo, tlial, aftor slu^ 
horaino ipita.Mi, slut was lu^vor at Potsdam, thou|!;h sho had 
a slroiii*; dosiro to s(^o old and now Sans Soiir.i, whii'.h hIk' 
ni'.V(n' (lid si^t i^yos on! Nohody would (‘Viu* hav(^ ixu’snnilcd 
luu' to t'Kpross Inu- wishos on lids Huhjor.t in iho pia^soma^ of 
any oiu^ who r.ould roprat what sho ‘said to tin’ kinj!;. All 
hor ojoaiiHions as (piotai worn oonlimal to Srhfuihaiison, and 
snnn^tinnts to (diarlottoidair^*;, on oxl raordinary oooasions, 
with (ho oHis’ption of hor (lijjjht to Ma^dtdairp; durinp; tho 
sov(»ii yoars^ war, afttu' tho iinfurlnnato liuUlaof KuiMU'sdnrf, 
Nothinii; lanild Im inort^ simple, nnilonn, traiupiil, and 
pisKS'lnl than tho (Muirt (d* this (punsn, She was novor 
tallied nl, hooaiisn in truth IIhuh*. was nothing to say ahnni 
hm*. It was ni*vorllndoSH shn wlio In^ld tho nsd (MUirt <d‘ 
Ihc- (aainlry; it. was to hor rosidtuim that tlu? ininistors, 
f»;oiu’rals, envoys, and oonrti('rs is’pidnsl on rorlain days 
and at (U'llain hours; it was io Iht that Idroij'inors and 
nthors prosimlod. “'rhoro is a ^vand y;ala at Iho 

(pioonVi to (lily,*' said a lio'otions h'lSMiohman, iiauiod (diar- 
ponliiu’, for, as I wont ihroip^h tho palaro, 1 saw an old 
lamp li^hlod on llu^ Inland stairniso/* It is (rno that Iho 
qmSMi olisorvod a very striot o(‘onomy. Sho was aiMMistonaal 
to y;ivo suppers, hut took oan» to have thi! tid)lo so wfdl 
iMivnrod with plaits that (hero was room for hot very low 
dishes, llenmi, inosL of lliosn who had tin; honour U) take 
supp(u* willi her seldom failed lo ^vi*t auother when they 
i isudiial houu’. In summer Ume (his was V(uy iueonvenient, 
fnr llu? rpieen was thou at Selididians(?ii, whieh is a good 
league distant from Herliii. 

"rids ipieen was the mottuM* td the poor, hut il was lung 
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before that fact became generally known, because lier bouut)' 
was not conferred on them by herself, but through the 
medium of the inferior authorities. I should not stale sayi» 
Thifebault, that she wrote and printed a book of clevoiioii, 
if I l^ad not observed that she dedicated it to her brolhci’ 
Ferdinand of Brunswick, in a long epistle, whicli displays 
all the candour of her soul and all the affection that slie felt 
not only for all her relatives, but in jiarticular for tliis 
brother, who acquired such a high military reputation 
during the seven years^ war at the head of the army of the 
Allies* 

The king never failed to attend her court on the day on 
w'hich her birthday \vas celebrated. He stayed half an 
hour, talking with her and with any persons who miglit be 
tiiere, It was the only day in the year that he was not in 
boots. For this occasion ho liad a pair of black silk stock- 
ings, which, not being gartered, usually bagged about his legs, 
— Such traits as this apply, it is to be presumed, to the later 
pcidod of the king^s life, when, as it is well known, ho 1m~ 
came more and more inattentive to personal appearance. 
Let us return to the moment of his accession. 

A general movement which proceeded from Potsdam, 
first agitating the capital and then the remoter provinces of 
the monarchy, expressed the hopes and fears conceived by 
courtiers, civilians, favourites, soldiers, and people, from 
the change of sovereign. Many had felt the heavy weight 
of the iron sceptre of the deceased monarch; the liearts of 
some throbbed at the recollection of the former dissensions 
between father and son, in which they had taken a decided 
part against the latter; while the friends and favourites of 
the new sovereign exulted in the prospect of basking in tlio 
sunshine of his favour and deriving honours and wealth 
from his liberality, to which they conceived themselves to 
have so just a claim, Wylich, as courier, brought Iho news 
of Frederick William^s death to Rheinsberg. Presently, 
though it was night, all was commotion there. ICnobelsdorf 
w'oke Bielefeld, and in so doing upsel; a table on wdiich the 
latter had laid his money. He was stooping to pick it up. 

Pooh cried Knobelsdorf, who w'ould care about 
J^tbree groschen pieces, about four-pence half-penny of our 
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moiH-.y M luuv lUid <l,„,ai.« xvill prosnntly showov dow„ 
»l>"n "■'» «"< m thc.H,. iH.poH Lh.,y lii.sloncfl to Oliarloul 

l.i.rp; whoro llio youi.^ King l.ad lor a ti.no catabliahcl hh 
ooui I. All ni|ii.illy jiiyDiiH Ini.sllo provailod thoro. Kevser 
log. I' ro.lonoU'H <l.iol„ro.l favonrito, wasin niptnros. U?,o.^ 
i.H li.ior was iiiMonl.oii tlin na.no «Oa..sanoi. *' ^iv«„ to C 
.y Ins royal l.aoi„|; tl,o oo..rtio,..sa.s.son,ljl.ul in liLs ai.to-oham 
l..■rs; anil 11,0 luipr l,i,„,s„irdi«po||,,d liiasinooro sorrow nhs 
«|.ina,non ,.,,„l tl,oro,lrn„k tho minoral .valors that were 
prosi'nlio. or Inni. Nninborloss advontiiroi\s, (illcl with 
olnnior.ral lio|,os, ll.rongo.l to tlio loot of tin, throne-! 

(.msanon o,„p uyesl rifty olorl.s to answer eongratiilatorv 
inldi ossos; .Iordan look ,i shorte.r way, and Irainod all his rc^ 
nlfiT (mmi iiMuldt, 

ll.o oonrt-yard of CliarloLlonhurir 

snd 11... ki,.,t was uroidud with endless ohoors who.usvcr lie’ 
showed hinise I. 1 1 ,. \y„s ^ravo anti dojootod. « You know 
not, said 1,11 n llielehdd, •' what I have lost in my father.’' 
1 - redoi irli, \\ tlhaiii s old oonIhlanlH ami generals were filled 
will, |i.yliil sin-jn iso w'lini (ht.y heard the roprimaiul kivcu 

l.y the kn,Kt..hisl,iilnnaointinmtelVion<llieuteimnt-conoral 

tsMiiil von iler Sehnlenlnirt.;, heemi.s.! he had left his regiment 

''n,'''' and hiisloiiod to (iliarlotteiihnrg lo express hi.s 

oniigr.ilnlalionii in per.soii. It is related too that tho vctoi-an 
wairinr, priiiee l.eointld of Anhalt, wlio had I'onncriy he- 
loiip,ed In the .Anslriaii party at ootirt, when he oninc to ex- 
press his eoixloleiieo In I'Veilerioli, entered wot'pitig, and 
ln'itged that he ami liis .sons might he iillnwod to I'etnio their 
appointmeiils in ihe army, ami himself Ins fonnor inlluenee. 

'I Im king is said to ha ve I'eplieil that he had no intention to 
deprive him of any <d' his appointments, for he tnuslnd that, 
the jirincn would serve liim us failhfnily as he Inul .served 
his lather; adding^ Ihitl, as for itilliieiiot^, no one, while h* 
reigned, would have iidlneneo hut himself. 

Key.serliiig was tieoiipied with his duties as eoioiiol an 
first aide de-eaiiip; (limzol find likewise a inililary appoin' 
inent; and .Iordan was o.'erloado.i with pnhiio liiisinc.ss at 
vei y slender saliny. 'I'o eaeh aec.ording to his ahiliLiOvS was 
ulintled a snilalile sphere, in which lie wii.s espeeled to earn 
l.y itssiilnity the eonlideiicti of his .sovereign. “ 1 confess,” 

e.* 
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sava tho cliaappoinlod Uiclnfultl, wl>«n ho wan aoi.t, as m . m 
tai-v of Iccalion, “lhat lliia wna iiialun(!; I"" » aiimll Im pui- 
niifc " To Iho hifil* onhiova of alalo wUn hail i-.l Ins 
fathcr’a coiiriclcnce, Fnalcrick wiiaocpially jnsi ami 

Olio only was iliamiascd-tlu) » (ihmiimy-fouma'llm .m l < x~ 

tortioiicr,” ]!>.kcrl, n man who lia<l iioiininMl iho la\ mu ol 
tho acecaaod soTOroiRii in Iho huiiio dof!,roo UuU. ho had di au . 

upon himself the ircnoral liatmd oi tim pooplo Uy h o a.U 

nlinistration: while many who aotioi|mlod ' ‘j ' 

accuUon received parlioolar lokons nt I'rodo.n k h m noli . 

Those who had been his jmlgos wore not ihml by r ■ 

ni'oof or censure, 'rinis, as Ihohdohl liad prodml. .1. • th. 
day of hif) accession did iiMleod provn lu \n\ a day nl drMp 
nointed uxpcelulioiiH.” IhilinoslKOVoro was llio d.!.a|ipmni- 
mentof tho foveiRner.s win. ihroni^ml in l,io..pH aomsa llm 
llhiuo, flattenni^ thcmsclvcH HH*n(. n( nn-nrh 

and speaking French would ol)l.ain llunn lirilliiinl |acan inno 

the «Roi du Nord/^ , 

One of tufl favourites liiul iH)lhinp; nion^ iifOiisnp!; (n du \ u ' m \ 
to write an invitation to a friend in Faris, assm inK him Uml 
ho had now an o|)|)ortunity of \m\uu\; his fni Ume In lin Ini, 
whore he might expect to lead Um most, joviid I lie in lln^ 
world in Frederick's company. Uiduekily, tho lung had 
entered the writer^s apartmont nnporeidved nnd \'m\ tin' 
loiter over his shoulder. Snatching it nut id his linnd, he 
loro it in pieces, and said very sUn'idy ; “ Nii mm e Ihnim lea, 
nowT^ 

Those who had innocently sidVensl for his .^ukn wvir md 
forgotten. Tho father of tlni nnldrtunaif! Ivalh^ wan prM 
motod to l)C field-marshal and ereaiml a cimnl, anil the Milim 
relations of his friend enjoyed the nninhoTiiplfd lav»nn lO 
tho king, 'i’ho I'aithfiil hnlian waHns alh'd (Vhim i ^ih iaml 
Frederick provided for his rmiirm t in tin* di<t lin»^ id llh\ 
Keith also roUirmid to Jlerlin, and was appninh d riniio j y 


and lientonant-colonci in the army. *rhr lOf 'Mdt'ni vnn 
Milnchow had been exposed, since Fnsji i irk 's rcNidi in r at 
tJiistrin, to many luortificalionH, lor wlnrh Uv iunl Ills anii'i 
wore now conipensaUul by varinns hdo ns tif lavom . 

As a proof of itm pnnehialily with which l**ii-ih’i ick din 
charged oiigagemcidH madi* by bite when (irimo* liiyal, il 
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not too reminded of them, the following anecdote 

IS related: Mylius, ecclesiastical inspector at E'chrbellin 
liaving loiind, among the papers of his deceased father, a 
jiromissory note, given to him by the prince for upwards of 
two thousand dollars, sent it to the king with a letter, say- 
ing thnt ho had met with the enclosure among his father’s 
papers, but, as he knew not whether his father had forgotten 
to destroy it, and he was not himself acquainted with any of 
tlic circumstances connected with it, he begged leave to 
])lace it at the king’s disposal. Frederick replied: I well 
remember having received the sum mentioned in the note; 
and if there is any mistake, it is right that I should suffer 
and not another. I have therefore ordered the principal 
with iiUerost to be paid you.” 

Wisdom, justice, and beneficence mark the first steps of 
the young sovereign in that career, in which he was des- 
tined to furnish a pattern for all princes. Concerning the 
maniior in whicli Frederick expected the administration of 
his country to bo conducted, he expressed his sentiments 
immediately after his accession, when the ministers of state 
waited upon him, on the 2d of June, to take the oath of 
allegiance. His high-spirited declaration, which he adopted 
ill fact as the rule of his life on this point, is to this effect: 

Though,^’ said he, addressing the ministers, we sin- 
cerely thank you for the services, you have rendered to the 
king, our dearly beloved father, still it is not our intention 
that 3 ’'ou alio u Id in future enrich us and oppress our poor 
aubjocts; but, on the contrary, that you shall feel bound, 
by virtue of this order, to attend with as much care to the 
welfare of the country as to our interest, since we wish no 
difference to be made between our own particular advantage 
and the advantage of the country, but that you should in all 
things keep the latter in view as much as the former; nay, that 
yon should prefer the advanlage of the country to our parti- 
cular advantage when the two are not to be reconciled.” — ^ 

Our chief care,” said he to the Chambers, will be to pro- 
mote the prosperity of the country, and to make every one of 
our subjects contented and happy.” Upon this grand princi- 
l^le, he restored to the Lutherans the right to perform certain 
ceremonies in their divine service of which tliey had been 
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(Icprivcd by a cabinet mHm’ipt in l7:Hi; and IbrlmdF (lie Huy- 
pressioD or tbo Calliolic aehool.s lor vUMivw in 

Berlin, wiib IhoBO memorable worda: “ vMI ndi^moM innsi 
be tolerated, and the i\m\\ nnust only hc:(^ lo it llial, none nf 
them injures the others; for henMU-ery one mnst ^‘,o to hravem 
his own wayd' On WhiLsnmlay Urn fiLli ol Jtme, I In! arees. 
sion of the now sovereign was annoiineed Iroin Mie pulpila 
in Berlin. The king, in a suit of bliHdc, aHioided lhi> le** 
formed service in I he catlunlnd in I In? loi'eiiooii, and in ibe 
afternoon he heard a sermon i)y provost Ibdnlmelv in Itic^ 
JjUthoran eluirch of St. Peter. 

The solieitndo of the new sovereign for the welluK^ of liia 
people was not confmed to [n'oressioMH, bnl exhibited also 
in acts which could not fail lo gain him universal allaeli- 
ment, An extraordimiry deurlh prevailed Ihmugbont the 
whole kingdom, for the hmg and intensely severe winlei' 
had caused apprehensions of llu; failure id' Ihe griiwing erops. 
The cries of tlie famishing poorsijon reaelied the ears <d' the 
young monarch, On the seeond day ol his relgm lie ordered 
the granaries to Ikj opened ami the ct^rn lo he nidd at very 
low prices. VVhmo the stock was not suiruiient^ eonsider- 
able sums wore sent alnciad lo jjurchase grain for the liln* 
purpose, The gamtj killed in the royal foreslH was also ordei ■ 
etl to 1)0 disposed of at a low rate. Several taxes that lim n 
hard on the production of the uec(^Hsiu*i(?H of life wm e for a 
time abolished. Lastly, various sums saved by economy in 
the dilTorent dcparlnuints of ad min ini ration were ilitUrilmted 
in specie among the necessitous, 'rims we lutvu a right In 
presume that the acctamnlions which greetisl I lie young king 
whonovor lie appeared in public, procettded Iroin the heart » 
of tlio people. Jbii, evmi in tlin lirstdays n\ his reign, 
Frederick earnestly s(jt aimiit devising eijieient means foe 
promoting tho progressive prosperity of the enunii y, 
nencficent ordinances appeared for tho iintirovemenl ami 
increaso of mannraolnres, and im])ort;mf advantagf s were 
granted to oxpertoiiced workmen who sliouhl emigiaPi IVtnn 
foreign comUriiis to tho Prtissian dominions. 

Tho courlH of justice needisl a great reform. I'hederiek 
William L, on assuming llio govei imumt, had imb ed eu > 
deavourod to roniedy tlie mimherle.ssalniHes in the adniiiiis- 



I’UHDKUUJit rilK (iUKAT. 


57 


rrutioii of juHl.icr hy lui ojiUrc^ly now ♦sysUiiii in 1715; \nii 
IiIh uUnnlioii was aftorwunlH wiihilrawn rn>in l.liis iinporluni, 
(loparlnu'.nt in favour of ilio linanoial uiul niililary adnunia^ 
tnilion^ iu whicdi ho p;av(^ ap|KMnliiHuds (.0 all rl(;v(a' iiiou 
who worn tlo,sin)U.s to oulor inh» tho civil /^orviccj. 'J’hc 
jjiaccs of Judgc.s won^ luonaivoi* to ho ljou|i;l»t with money; 
and owiuf^ lo lIuj.Hti cauaoM Itio churacUu’ of the c.oui Ih Hiinh 
very low* Iji this branch of his vo(Mil.ioj\) Fjfuha icdi luani- 
fcHtnd iho wannoHl. y.oah On llni 5nl of th('. lortnnt 
was aholishod as inhuman^ in all eases oxcopi,in|>; tliosi^ of 
high treason or nuirdors in which inanj' dtdinqnonl.s, whose* 
(jonucxum it was luas^ssary to discoven’, were iinplinalod ; 
but iu those e‘asos also it was suppresses! in 1754, 'riic hinj*; 
forbade^ wonnm convich?d of iid’antieude* h> b(^ put into 
lisU.htu’a sacks id' tlioir own making and drowned, as liael 
hitlierUi heim cusloinary, and oidio'cd tliat thc^y should in 
i'littire. bn h(4mnd(al. 'Plio practice*, of granling for mono}' 
royal diMponsidions to marry was ahedislual; and when* 
marriage was not posilivedy forbiddeui in the word of (hul, 
all weu’o ti) ho at liberty to marry without dispeuisalioii and 
without fees. 

Ha run Hiillnil/ was apjjointod hy llm young king to direct 
the funeral of his old master. M1 h^ l>aroji, a native! ed’ the? 
e^loctoratc ed’ikdognej, had when young S(|naiHle?r<*d Ins for- 
tune!, and was al’lerwarels suppm leal liy tlio eloce*ase.d meuiarch, 
OIK! of wIkiso eudi!rtaining e*ompanions he was, A pre*pos* 
snssing oxli*>rieir, a jovial elisposil ieui, ami a cnllivale!el mind 
(‘sensed his socieily to hi! sought afleu’, Wit, lunneMir, and 
ploasure!, eaenstitnted the hiisiness ed'his life*, 1 1 is ju inciples, 
as wt! have! seton, were! neuie! (d the! slricle*st, anel this was 
\ve!ll known to h'reiih i iedc, \i) wluun ho had re‘iHle!rod se!rviros 
since! inasmeich as ho hronghi him n*gnlurly reqjorls 
iVoin ihi! (‘mirt: hnl oven (hen he! was teio sagneiems to use! 
him in ai;y edhoi' way than as a lead. INUhiit/,*^ hi! ornu! 
said, is mi infainnus fedlow, and not (0 hi! Inisleel emte!! ' 
(aining at the clhmm' -talde!, hot e>nght afterwards lo ho sliiit 
A fli!!’ his ace!i!ssion tei fho llnom! Ihn king «e!ve!rul 
limes paid his dehis, and at last hy public pi ochnnatioii for» 
hath! any nni! tei (rnst him in fiilnn*. In etlnirghig this innn 
with the! m'raiigoim!nls of his iaihor'S fiinejral, Frederick 
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tola him thftt ho wished Urn eercmony lo I"' _ P'-', 
with all duo dicuity and immp, lo |»l•<''•.u^o o\ei> (hiM|, i 
quiaite (hr Urn purpoBO, and lo liand Ihe hiilfl I" him lliu m 
Sdfiht order them to Im paid. I'diledv. I'.dned lo ohey Ui-so 
commands, when the kiiif!;, in Ids .sliiijims, lol owed him lo 
the head of the slairs wliinh he was desroiidiiq-, and ex- 
claimed: “But mind, no ro|>;nery, no swindliiqi; (nelvs! 

•slionld never forgive them, depend upon il, , 

The funeral, in a stylo eonforinahle willi the intmdmna ol 
llio now .sovereiffU) **"’ ' 

dcriok attended itaHehiefmonrner, mippoHed hy llm prmee 

of Anhalt, and llio duke id’ 1 hdstein-lieek. I ho romanm 
of hi.s father were deposited in a vault in llu' rliapel roya 
at Potsdam; and all the arran>!,emeiilH mlmdely piesmi ied 

ill his will wovo ruinilijtl, ovou lo IIm) cjuaiilily ihiu i|Uauly 
of thowlnoto 1)0 given to Uuiso who uliouhl Hlhonl lhi‘ 


eevomony, 

Tho colobraUulPutmlam rogiiuont of wlu<-li 

had boon Frodonok William’s liobby during his wlndo irigii, 
and the mainlonimro of wliich hinl roHl lhal ninalnioniiius 
sovorcigo ahoiil; 800,000 dollarH por annniOi ujipoarrd lor 
tho last timo on oar.asioii of his fnnrraU It wan Umn hrn • 
keii up; tho painpr.ml giants, somo of wlmm rormvrd Irmn 
livo to twenty dollars and inoiMi nmulhty in addition to tin* 
usual pay, were placed witlmnt distincUiin in tho now n^gl - 
monts of guards. One buUalion only, eotnpoHMil n! ihr‘ 
younger men of the regiment, In^pt alive hir Home lime the 
remembranoo of the wliiin of its fomider at ihn?abno; v. lule 
the seniors, united Inloan invalid hailalion, giadnally dird (dl 
at Ackon on tho IClhe, a i»oor lililn Cimnlry town, far away 
from tho floHll pois of Fgypt. In llieir Hlt*ad wan lalaed u 
now regiment of lifc-guanlH, composial of eighl»’en eoni'- 
])anies, tho luicleim of which was fnniied of pieKeil lomi 
belonging to the regiment liitber(i) known as the prince 
royaPs, and the first battalion of which waHeallnl the loyul 
foot life guard: the otlier two Imtlidions Ibrim d tlie legi - 
iiicnt. of the guard. The king also imitiluled a nev/ giirde 
<lt( corps of one acpiadron, and gave it a silver eagln on a 
imloasan honorary distinclii)n, 'roull (he. colon) a and sian» 
dards of tlie army was added the black cagh* witli llie sword 
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in one daw and lln^ srrplrr in llio nllH r» fnj‘rilM r wjdi 

nioilo, wliidh wa.s en|«ravrd alr^u iijinh liii' ^lunjd: 

0] <\)r ( ilt»ry and fur our Srvi n nnin l\ m» \, 

rnp;iimni(M njon-uvn’ cdllirr raira d m niLrn nul ni ih* 
Norvicui ol' oIIht <l(*i'ni)ih inln (hiil uT 

M'lion|i;h h'rodorirk di^inlvrd Idiiliitlir'i ’n y.ti-tij, \ v*, 
lilc(M5verv ullnn* iimriial jn ini**'. In* vulm d nd) nid k.nid 
^sornt^ Ntd<iirn\^f aa may hnanen iVmn a ralniifl mdri adiht 4 
on ilu^ )3Mih (d Jannai'v, 1 7 ld» fn imijtM ' nMiui I i 
A.h/^ he wriu?ai ^‘tlonkla and t'vmi h.iv r iii) mm ^ h 

ariHon anmni!; lint n‘|i;inmtda^ as In llm yi u v tlmf nur nlkt ♦ i 
ahnnld pay to anollMT I'nr a man ariMM ilin;.', fn )u;t Im i 

huroi)y dtiltn'iniins Inr all, lliat (lint' idudl l^r jKUil 

a m/UI of (J iro(, 400 dnflara; l<H’ onr m( !i Inf \\ ni« h> r:, 
.'^00 dollars; for orn* nl /• Irrl lo liMdu 'i, 1 ^t» didko i; Iim 
olio of /i fool iindiOff, loo dnlkna; Imi mir n{ » frri » 
imdio.4^ 40 didlal’M; fur mio oi ’i Trri V hm In vu o. *\ ,i,4 
lara; lor one oT /j fool 0 inolioN, In ilnll.u f ;um1 om mmu-i 
S noh wa.M tlion tlit! valine nl an iddi liodn <1 mi.lM i, 

y\a tho ordnt' //r A/ ( »rftrro\i/i liad nol ahvaV'* * n 

(o worltiy individnal^n l‘rod(TMdi dir»?inhrd if iind ni'i^diOt 4 

in i(a plartr tin* oi di-r //m/r /r Mi rih\ d'lir adjol.inf im j ,d 
Ifarko was iho lii.n on wlmm o \\ asronlt i n d. di« 

(inrlion was oi'i|pjMa1lv di’sfmoil Im irwaid iiH Jit in i.tl. 
TIui.n VnlOdrin Mmipoi Inir*, and AlpaiMffi urn* 
willi i(; and il waa v.'nrn t»y llm ntnirni i M o Mh iO, nul 
I'loKwriold, provinria) roiinM lInr nl iIm' « m N- Mna.no j 
in Siloaia; linl with iIm’m* < pimin?, O . 

alnwni on any rivitian, ll lliiwndn nl thr 10 ^ ), i 
wan (auiforrrd on any nl llm mnndir) imO ihr m d. i 

1) 0 had to mmd harli tho laiin In iln hnni 

Sonarly an Iho rtixih day alfn In^ aurntlrd Uo thono, 

1‘rodorioU wrolo with )iia nwn hand in pnnn'it lu odn > h, 
doairitiii; liim in fry to piiwad on VS'nlih ihr 
iddloHophor, tn roinin In IVor^oa, addtOK, - a iium u Jm. , k*. 

and lovoH Inilh must ho liij^hlv * M» imi» d in hnoMitn 

soo.joLy; and htdiovo (htd ymi u di U.iVr nnoh vi i ninpo M oy 
Mm domain of lnilh» if you ran pnmiado Imo m omoo /* 

I IniH hVcalttriolc ark now halted il a nm-it d doty fn 
malco aijiornlH for Mm injiialicfe tiono thu io]^ his (atioo V n l^o. 
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life and times of 


inlotonte k»<l “"‘f p “St T llic ftrst weeks of Ws 
.'^'“ “3 TiterfS ehsmlerie^ by .l.imseir ... 
SKovlSr Oethe K*of J.,ly he w.-.les. 

Not in llie tranquil haunts, 

ESSKSisi. 

In iliB sime snirithe writes a fortnight latei': “Since my 

father’s deatli I consider mysell as belonging lie y 
rtmintrv* and conforitiably with this sentuncnt « ' 

s s a .fJ “y -s'" '• T'y- ' wii: 

oTthe state fifteen battalions, five squadrons of hussais, an( 
onl sVuSon ^ the foundation o 

onrnew Academy. WolEf, Maupertuis, Vauoanson anil 
Akarotti I have already, and I am expeelnig an.swera from 
c^K^sande and Euler I liave estahlislied a new depart- 
m^n? of commerce and manafacture.s, am now enguKing 
tninters and sculptors, and just setting out for 1 1 ussi.i U . 
S holge, without the sacred oil-flask, or any of those 
frivolous ami useless ceremoui^ 

nnd sanciioncd by custom. My way of lift is not > cl 
Suite regular, for tlie faculty have thought fit to prescnho 
for me oficio Pyrinont water. I rise about four, t!i ink 
the water till eight, write till ten, exercise the regimcntH 
till twelve, write again till five, and seek recreation in Uk, 
evening in good society. When I have done traveUin}^, 
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my MKulc of lifcj will \n\ moro tranquil and regular. For 
the prciHtnit, i have uni only Llio usual eurrent businesa to 
allend in, lull also now arrangemonUsj and besides, 1 am 
nhliged to roeeivn nuiny needlLvss conipUiuents, and to ilc- 
spalr.h (dreiilaiu VVhal gives mo most trouble, is tlio esta- 
blish umju I ol m!vv magazines in all the provinces, whioli are 
to ho so cousidorahlo as to bold corn suinoienl for the eon 
sumption of the wliole iMiuntry for u year anti a IniUV* 

Wlmt parlienlarly tlisUngnislKul the government of Urn 
now Hovoroigu IVoiii that of other princes, was the order and 
pumtlualily with which ho discharged the duties of his sta- 
tion; It) tlu'so all othtir considerations were suhordiiiato. 
His at^tivity was voty grtmt, l)ueaiise ho was delerminec! to 
st!o ami lotio ovoiy tiling hiinsolf, and not to have recourse 
tt) I he aid ol tClmrs, ujiIi^hs in things to which his own j)o\v- 
t!rs wtnti inatliMpialo, Krotleri(dv,’’says a contemporary, who 
then taqoyed opptu'Umititis ft)!’ observing him, “docs ovcity 
thing himstdr, wilhout ct)iisnlting any ininisler,excoi)ting.! 5o- 
tbm, minisltir of liiiaiic.ti, who preaches economy, and iw lis- 
letied (t) mt>re iavtmrahly tlian oven during tlie preceding 
ndgn. iM Ibnlewils, now tlieonly person capable of duty in 
the deparl.mmit oi fnrtdgu afliiirs, iias nothing to do hut to do- 
spalch cjtliinel ttniers. ^Thti othe.r ministers are treated in Iht^ 
same maimer,’* *V]\o writi:r complains that “ it is extremely 
tlillituih, nmli‘rsmd) eirtunnslances, to accomplish any j>arti- 
(Milar diplomat it! ohjettl, as tlnaa! is no tme ptissessing Iht! 
lung’s ctinlidtmce, ami wim might otherwise he gnined.*^ 
Almnt iht! m it hi It! tif duly, i''rederi(!k si!t tuit for PruHsia 
lo |•tn!tdvt! the iioniagf! of his subjects. ’Phe. sermon ou ihis 
t)(‘casioii Wits delivttred on tim 17U) t)f July by Qunndt, 
ehit'f f!haplain hi the king, who was so pleased with I ho 
prtjuclit!r, that in out! of his lahu' works he calls hi)n the 
first o)*ahir of his liim\*^ Thtj stndenis of llie university , on 
I ho following evening, gave him a sereuatle by torch-light; 
Kglodsttmi, iht ir Hpiikt\sman, was appointed ea|)tain in (he 
army, ami stH'ttnil oIIhu'S of noble birth entered into the 
mill buy st?rviro ah nig with in m, The magazines at KOnigs- 
herg were tln tivvn optm to the poor, anti Hi)(),0()0 hushclfl oP 
rye wtirtt Imnglit up at any price for Pomerania. On Oic 
vioth of July, (lie ctneiuony of homage was solemnly pcir*^ 
voIm n*- >0 
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formed; and in the evening medals to the amount of 50,000 
dollars, inscribed “The Flappiness of the People,*^ were 
distributed. Frederick William had not thouglit fit to he 
crowned) and in like manner his successor disdained a cere- 
mony which may well be dispensed with in hereditary mo- 
narchies. 

On the king’s return from Prussia, the act of doing ho- 
mage was performed in Berlin on the .8nd of August, in the 
accustomed manner; a herald scattered gold and silver me- 
dals, with the motto, “ For Truth and Justice*’’ When, 
after the 'Ceremony, Frederick appeared on the balcony o i 
the .palace, the people shouted, as with one voice, “ Long 
live the king!” Contrary to custom and etiquette, he re- 
mained for half an hour on the balcony, looking steadfastly 
at the immense multitude before the palace, apparently ab- 
sorbed in thought* On the same day the representatives of 
his majesty received the homage of the other provinces of 
the kingdom at Stettin, Magdeburg, and Halle, 

Frederick William had been throughout his whole reigi^ 
the dupe and tool of Austria, her ambassador, and his own 
ministers, who, as wc have seen, were sold to the court of 
Vienna, Hence, though master of Ihe best-disci])] ined army 
and a well-filled treasury, he was but the scoff of other 
princes; so that a petty bishop piqued himself on insulting tho 
king of Prussia, and even refused to receive ambassadors 
from him. To his successor he left the task of inspiring 
respect for the Prussian name, and enforcing the claims of 
his house to possessions of which it had been unjustlv de- 
prived. ^ 


Grasping the reins of government with vigorous hand, 
redenck first closed all the usual avenues to the cabinet 
against spies and listeners; and then, having considei'ecl the 
position of the Prussian cabinet in regard to foreign powova, 
and duly vyeighed his own strength and resources, as well na 
the obstacles which he was likely to encounter, -he chalked 
out for himself that bold, straight-forward, and consistent 
Jine ol politics from which he scarcely once deviated duri n k 
J us whole, long, and eventful career, 

So early as the 19th of June, 1740, he addressed an ur- 
gent remonstrance to the elector of Mentz, exhorting hiin 
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nol to (lintiirb iho pdiixio of i.ho (iiirnian cinpirn, bocnusti 
Ukj kinfj; \Vi\H houiul Lo .siipiMU’l. hln iilly, \hv, lundfi^ravc nf 
li{).SHti-(.)asM;l, in lua quaiTnl wil.h ili(i nbic.l.nr. Tim latlcr 
hail, in niainlnnaium ofhia alln^tal anvni'ni^nty ovor Ihn vil- 
lain (>r Rnmjmnlmim, in llanau-Mi'in/nnlair^, l,ak(in |)o.s~ 
snasinn of it. wii.li an arnmd tnnm, and Urn aoiiUisI, fidnimid to 
j.hroaton liloodslmd. M’lds firal: .stop of FnuInrink’H in Urn 
lield nC ])oliti(i.s ia morn nunnnrablo for ila inannnr iimn for 
itf> im|)orLan(!n. Tlin nlncbm natallnd hia trnnpH, and .siilUtal 
the ailair in an amidabln way. It \va,s an Urn prntoctor of 
tlin wi^akor, aa tlm ahanipion of l.ho rif;;h(s of Um (lernianii* 
constitution, — such as wo lind liini at Uio close of his ca- 
roor, — that lio inl.roducod Idinsolf to lh(! princc.H ol’ Iho cm** 
piro. 

N\) iho liisbop of ljio;^o hb'odorick placed hirnsolf in rnoro 
decided opposition, in inaintonanco of his own claims to Iho 
barony of I [on;iid,partof tiui Orango inhoritanco. lOvor sinco. 
the sixteenth contury , the bishops of I iio|!;o had sot np a claim, 
first to tlm paramount Hovoroif!;nty, and afterwards to the full 
possession, oC Urn lordships of the I rm'stal and Ilcrmal on the 
Meuse. Dnriuit; the minority of William 1. of Orange, in 
ITidh, and Huhsispiently in Ui.').'), when William fll., after- 
wards kingof Mnghmrl, had not nttaim‘d his majority, lliose 
prolaloH luid nmdo compaels wilh otluu' princes ros|)ecling 
tlie lordships in qnostion, widch llnmdonlmrg, the Imir to Iho 
Orange inhnritunco, was not hound to nstegniso. Hut the do- 
eision of tliis nmitor had hem doforri*d (‘vor sinco llio time 
of Knaleriidc I,, and oven an agromnont concluded in hy 
Prussia with the ollmr heirs of Orange led to no ri'SuU, ho- 
oaiiso not only did Iho hiHlmps persist in tlioir idaims, hnl the 
I lorstidors I homselvt's denied llieirsnlijiMrlinn to Prussia, and 
refused to lake the oalh of allegianee. neiiig now rispiirod 
by Prussia to take that oath, tlio old animosity was rc» 
kindled; ihe Pinssians, who had nnulontil IhomselveH oh- 
noxious hy tlmir rec.miting system, found in this rmnMrr 
barony none hut ndVaciory sohjocts; and I'^nshn lck, in order 
to prevent any further attempts of the hislmps to exciH^ 
sedition, found it necessiuy to send a {letaohmenl of liis 
lroo[is siaiioned in WosLphulia, undm' the command of iiia- 
jor«genorid Horcke, into the ImTilories of Liege, The Hlali> 
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of things was ohangmi at (man, f...-, nnl(vill.Hla...liMg llu, 
muncrons manifnstnas issnad in vimiicalion ol Hi- i; aniiM n( 
Ih'amlcnlmrg, and lhoiigl> lh(i last "I 'I"'"' 

Voltiiiro hiniHoli; «o lont; lln^ ln,slio|» Um\ Impr tt IwuUuy 

.sunnort in Ihn (Jarman dint at lial.aimn or am 

Holland, as Ihn dagg-r was iml imm'-d to Im. iliroal. 

by the antrancn (d- lhaissian U'lHipa, -I w.;lv.M-,n^ 

allies and a s(|midron of dragmm.s had bm , l- 

tcrril(>ry,-sa long ho rerusn.l Ihn anhnowlndg -d llm 

dearoHt riliihL Tlum at Iasi \\v. <viinr in a cMniirnniiMS itn.l 
paid to Pimsia for tlio i<Hal (nissinii ni thr lurcny ITid nuf) 
dollars, bosuhis Iho (uisls of oxrmUinM, winrh aniuunlnl to 
four touis-d’ors p(n' day for uarh rolomd, twn lor major, 
ono for a aaplain, muj dollar uhinm yyiiM-timi (al.ool (ivo 
shiltin|i,s) for om?h sidmlhu'n,mul oi|*til r^rosidim (a •tlulliip^;) 
for oaoh potty oIVkut and privady pron dniv hy wlnrli 
all the iHckorinjvfl and wrauKliipyi ol’ hvo rmtuniK wna? 
ainiaahly sftlilod in (ho spam* of forly days. Il hu ili’i irK 
could not earn launds in a fond u'iili a liifdmp, at ill to- ills- 
played coiiHisioui dtdtu’niiiud.ion and a I'csolHto pt nuaaM ion 
of his rift'Iil; wliilo tlitJ omprror and rmpini prtdi-i i rd ail'* 
lioi'iii^* to tlio old lamtiiio ol tuidh'SH lonuiiilllos, 

Frodoriolc Iiad long Oiinroivod a stmni; disuri' Ut Vid- 
(airo, tho ohjtjol of his waniM?sl admiration as a writ*'r and a 
poftt, with whom ho hatl ki^pUip a hi ish rpiftndto y roiav ' 
spondoncojimd who had HnpnrinhMidrd itm ptildiraiinp nf hi i 
AiUi-Machiav(d. Ills rnaimt lolIrrM h id all tom in d upon a 
plan for nicoling VotliiirrMilfiinno plarn or otlo'r. At h ogfli, 
on Iho l/)tli ofAugUSljht^ nmIouI arcomp;mi‘'d hy Ida rldi-Mt 
hrolhor William and two aides dr^ramp, rolomd a llorrK and 
Siillo, and proceodwl hy way of WiMeuImvg and I .ripvng to 
Uayrouth, whtu'tj ho passed a low happy dit) S in tin* lamily 
circle of his sisters, Ihirstiing iht* same route an h»^ lool dinir 
with his father in 171111, iht? ytMing inotjareh tooh it inht his 
head lo [)ny a visit (o SlraMlnirg. Ilieleftdd anbei in that 
iiitendtjd to go U) Paris, hnt this hhederii h hiimadi roiitra 
diets in a lethu' to Voltaire. Prom J'haMhlinf, lie fanlilnnly 
fjlniek oir, with his hrotluir and a small n linm% hy way <d 
(/annsl.adt and Kidd for S(raslaM‘g» Idmradf maanniMir, the 
name of tho Poheinian (hittnl Deshmra, and pi iner William 
that of count Sehafgolsidi. ih\ llndr arrival ni Krhl, iIh^ 



iniF.DKIMdK TIIK Oil MAT. 


6J 


landlord of l,ho hotol whom Ihoy pnL up Lnld Frodorsdorf, 
the kin}>;\s valet, that, as soon as Uu'.y luul aimsod the bridge 
over the lihiiie, would have to produeo Ihcir passports* 
Kredei’vsdorr, l,heieu[)on, filled up si [lussport, laid it before the 
king for his signature and sealed it with the royal arms.. — 
'fho huullord, IVojii Mm adjoining room, saw with astonish- 
inojiti the j)n)e(5SH of signing and sisding, sind as he was going 
out said, he now knew that it was tln^ king of Mrnssla who 
lodgeil in his hoii.se, Denial would have*, been iisoloss; the 
lamUord’s month was therefore stopped with gold; and he, 
in fact, did not betray Mm see ret* 

At Strashurg eount Desfours aligided at the Holy (Miost, 
and count Seliafgoiseh at Mm Haven j lm[Hng thus to pre.sm ve 
th<;ir ijir.ognito. M'hoy provided tlmmH< 5 lves innnediaMdy 
wiili a suit of eloth(\H in the lati^sl French fashion, and went 
in Mm iwiuiing to a colVe(^-hons(^, where th (5 king made tu^ 
{|uiuii(anc(\ with several olllcm'S, whom Ihj asked to sup vvith 
him. 'riu'.y ac.cepted the invitation* 'i'hosc. genlleimin were 
highly astonislual to lind in th(? (Hu'man count a man whostr 
c,ojiV(U'sati()n aiiouiuhul in wit, and who was not less enl(U‘- 
laitiing than politic to them* During supper, the eonver.sa- 
timi hirmsl upoit ilu^ l''r(mch soldiery; Mu5 jircUinded count 
iminiged in a joke upon it, which gave oUJmc(^ to an oilicer 
serving in tliiitarmy* Presenlly, tlH7 wen? engaged in an 
{dtorcation, which, owing to the warrnlh of thi? royal coniil, 
and tin? unacqnainlance of his gui?sls wiMi Itis real ranh* 
throaleti(?d an unpli^asant lenninnlion. Hut mu? of the olVi 
cers, a keener ohsm-ver Mian the. rc^st, hail noticed the es:lru- 
ordinary respect paid In (hii suppo.^md count by his lannpa- 
nions; aiul Mm oHicionsness of an atlendant page, who inani . 
fesMy was such, had hsl him lo concinvi? that lluur host mnsi 
headerman prince, Hy gimtun^sand whispers he conlrivisl 
to modoratn Ihe vehemenen of his comradeH, and pn'Hcnlly 
afterwards, rising from (aide, they ipiiited llie myslerions 
circle. 

Hnt Frederick’s incognilo was still more itlcarly seiui 
through on Mu? following day. On the parade lie wasreeng* 
nised hy a soldier who had formerly lielonged lo Mm Fulsilum 
jj;uard; and marshal do Urnglio, governor of SlraHlung, was 
immediately apprized of the |)reseiice of Mm illustrious Ira- 

rr 
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veller. The astonishea 

decided certainty, sent » mo® J. ^ m, i,i,„ on tlic next day. 

count and his conipan.ons to ‘h^ U, 

He had the 

take another survey of mi soldier confirmed lius Inmiir 

he had not been mistaken. ,d i„8 

report, on which u ‘ .edonliliim l''» Httentioiis, 

li/toa u,c « I’/sire-lloJl,.™ lo 

and by addressing his g llimigli no one 

—to betray ins jis clfoct uiion the lung, mid 

seemed to notice this, it . ,„ft,.slial,” ho al'temvard.s 

ol)Mi vc<l, “1®“ ._i ,„u„iLh llic hommrii lUii! let luy 

secret or to have tical Slvasliuri'’ knew of ilui Uinf^\s 

station.” On thethirdday.aUM^ 

arrival. He [[ J Jj^^o made boiifires and slioiK.- 

cd Ftve le ffj L .j ' ,i,.y „f the place thronged to 

crowded to excess, all U ^^,g l however, who 

it in hopes of seeing t ^ g svnnilonin of fever, a 

disliked fuss, and who mme - iVeo till the eom- 

complai.it from whio^^^^^^^^ to proceed 

w,i>in« for him-mon, who, a» wo l»o «». 

intimacy, or by distinguished services rendered In hm lalhei , 

had won iiis confidence. There too ho was met hy A Igarott. 

'^"T^JiSS'objoot of this lour was to reeeiwi the 
of Ills Westphalian dominions, and lliis done, lie hastened to 
the chateau of Moylaiul near Gloves In meet V^^-dlaire, w In 
was coming from Brussels. The accmiiit ’’y/jl'; ' . 
of this interview, which took place on the lUh nl htplun- 
herji is curious, hut in his usual sarcastic manner. 
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«ay» lio, l.o pn’StMjl. iiinsi, r(’,sp(x^Hul ho- 

ma|ji;o io iho kiiip;. 1 roinul a1. ilio of IIh^ ronrl-yunl a 

H\\iy;\r. isoldior on ihily, Uainhuurl, nonislt^r of aluh^, \Y5 \s 
walking!; ahoiil iluMMHU'i, and hlowinii; liia io warm 

ihmo. l(i wtn’ii rollhj.s ol' tlirly linou, i\ hal. wllli Ijolca 
ill il, ami an old lawyor’a ono laii (d' whiali liauilical to 
Ilia pmdcol., wliilo ilMroilu*r aaamdy covto’od his ahnuldor. 1 
was ii)ld ihat this man was r.harj!,<;ai willi an ini|mrlanl allair 
of alalo, whioh was trim. .1 was nmdmdod Io his niajasly’s 
a|)arlm(ml, whoro llnn’O was nothing’ but the haro walls. I 
ponadvod in a (dosct, liiijliUal by a siMp;lo wax-aandio, a small 
Inul, two loot ami a hall* wnhs <jn whiidi lay a llll.lt* man 
wra|ipod in a rloalc of «*,oarso hhm <dnlh: it was thi^ kiniij^ 
wlio was sliivoriii|>; umlm* a misnrahlo aovcs’hd, in a violont 
paroxysm of ^^*^'Ol^ I ma<h^ my how, and hi‘ti^an I hi* aa*' 
ipiainiamm by frolini'; ins pidsi^ as il‘ I had bran his lirsl, 
physic.lan. \Vhon iho lit was nvor, Im ilrrssi'd liiinsrir and 
f.aim^ to suppor. Aljiiarolll, Koysorlin^!;, Maiiporluis, amt 
tho klnf!;M amhassa<lnr Io tlm stal(:s<'n;om!ral, ooiiijMisi^d ilm 
parly; and wo lalkod loarnodly ahout llu! immorlalily ot 
Iho sonl, lilirrty, ami Iho Amin)j*;yims of IMalo,^ Moan- 
whihs Kamhonot. niotmlial a posbhorso, rodo all and 

arrivod noxt day at Iho |*;alos of wlioro ho soi'viai 

a holioo In Iho namo of (hi* kiiiji!; his maslor; whilo ’JIHH) 
Iroops iVoin Wosol laid iho oily nl* Ini'iyi nmlin' <!onlrihution. 
M'ho prolo.xl lor Ihis rNpodlllim was a olniin niadi' hy Iho 
kiii|i; ot* oio’lain ri»dils (►vin* muMd' 1 ho snhurhs. Ilo ooon 
hiJ|!;fi;od mo lo draw op a maiiirosln, ami 1 mado nno as woll 
as I oonld; not ilonhlioj*, lliat a Kiiu*;, willi whom 1 liad 
siipptsl ami wtn» rsiMofl mo his iVioml, must ho in llo' i i^’;hh 
'riu? adair wa?i stam sidilod upon ]j:i\ imml to tho kin;!; nl 
a million nf dm-als/' 'Plm nmso nl Iho quai lol hrlwoon 
tho kin;*; of Ihnssia am! lint hijdmp, whom |’‘rodoiiok in a 
lollor tn iloi'ilan rails Mnnsionr dn is misiopro- 

smitod, poi’haps wiirnlly, l»y \^dl;nli^ 

l»'rodoriokJilhMl willi mil hmdaslio admiralinn nfllio prinoo 
nl* I'homdi pools, nioiifinns Ihis mi olin;*; in vory dillbronl 
lorins, in a mtlor aihlrossisl, nn )ns roinrn to Ihitsdam, Io 
his di!arost *- Jordan, wim iiad boon appninlod inspoolor 
ol poliia*, and wlmm ho ihmofnii! rails “ My vrry wor-* 
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Ihy iayclor 

I tel u» L 

In Iho flompnny of ^ hijtlu'i* niiiial, 

ailing, but more J ^'r,- w A, .rip, .a; 

Ho io eloiiueutnH ' .'.n n,,, vi'ilm-.>i lui.l mini' ' of 

ill filiort, bo uniloH m u. 1 ■ • .,n(i,niit.y, 1 lifi luiiol ia in 
the tlu’tic mosl ^ iViHu hi I 

constant activi .y* ' ' ) lo nn Inn 

pen t.|n» •« « 1 ,,.,,1,1 .,„\y ,,1 

Irugoily I 1 , j Ills ,v,„,l, ‘„'V 

i-;:';'.;.!;;,'",;:;: 

uxcclleiil work I wtimiwhiil l«iiw"nl wiMi im 

jauruey, but williout biiviuK lo:it ibe , 

^ .Vritlcii lit the moiiieut ol ...y lumel. I bn.k b 
thW, my friomU Cor f Imve worlcwl, i.ml .‘iIimII cn.luiuo m 

work, like a Turk or a Joribin.” , ,,1. ..f s,.,,. 

Krom Moyliiml, l''mlerii;k iiroiceilnl. oo llm l b >'1 ■ M* 
Icn'bcMo Jllrun.swir.k,<ma on llm iNUb uHnnlni a< Sul/ 
inbbiin the lietrotl.nl of liia brotlu r, A. 4 Vi-.t.n ' " 

bi» Kistei-imlaw, Imiii.so Amelio, |.rinrn.s ol “ 

WolfeubIHlel, On tbe !J:i«l,lm ariivi cl m I o«.iil.iin. ill vmUi 
I bviir. Thence be mmn reimirnl to lim li' loviul lllll•lll•llln ^l.. 
with the intention ol'iniHaiui' purl of lln- wtnin- in iloil ili' 
lidUlul retreat, anil reeruilin,!; bin iui|iiiirnl linillb. n 
eucon’H hou.soliobl ami bin own tirroimimnnl biin, i i- 
marcravo of Buyreutli, logelbor wiOi Ina rnm...i l. ami llm 
margravine of AnH|)aeh, were likeiviiai lin n'. On ilm nnyn 
when hn was free IVeni fever, Ibe lively monurrli biol inm'ii 
in bisapartmenlH.uUemleil iHill.u.aml ilinnl ami .*io|im'il wilb 
the family cirelo. He iliil mil oven iliailiiin In Itnlil a Iml^e 
in his rooina, ami to receive liia brollier'in laiv, Urn mai • 
grave of 'Bayreuth, into tlie IValernilV nj li i i ina«iina. But 
when the fever relurmsil with grailmilty iurieaning vinlno e, 
ami proHlriiteil I'Veilerick’H mimi, all armiml liini wi'in tie 
jectod, ami the palace wa.s miiel ami nail. 

A smUieii ami iinexpecleii event soon rmiseil Bm unlln ing 
monnrcli fronihia corn'll, overllireiv llui |ibntH nf tlm plea 



vuinnouicic TIIK rniKAT. 


Gi) 

Hiinvl()vin|3; cu)url-lin\s, \\\u\ luriuid the tnuKiuil al) 0 (lc of the 
illn.sIriouM piil.itHii iMlo u husUluji]; ('Hhiiuji, in wliich Uio hold- 
projiic.lfMvm’O inatiirod, ‘‘.lliml risiMi early,” 

HnyH haron IHtdrlhltl, ‘^tUHl wan wril.ing 1(H-U'rs, whei/ 1 
ln!iinl a lt>iul kinMduiip; ai, Uio doun To iny aatoniahnicnt, 
<*oonlH Tnir.hm?a and h'iiudtonsioin, uidos-docaunp to the 
Ivin|i;, onUinul, wiih harnii IkjllnilTi. M'lasy woia^ in lull uni^ 
fonui and nppoanul imudi afi;ilaUHL TlH‘y told nus Ijriefly 
Uiat l\h hondc, ihd Pnissiiin lunhaMHador at Vionnu, had sent 
Ilia valoi an (uaiVior to tlin kiri^, with iiio intolli^oiicc that 
tho uniporor, Olnu'lo.H VI., hatl died aiiddonly on llio 20th 
or ()(‘-toh(ir, a Cl or (laliiiji; heartily of a dish of iniishroams/^ 
— o whicdi dish of ninslu’ooins ” ohsorvos A^oltaire, ^^nlmiigcd 

Mio dostinios of Idnrnp*?/^ ■'‘‘Tluty ad<l(ul oontinues liiele- 

fold, ‘M hat tin? kin)*; waa just then in a violent (over, and 
h(?|j;i!;(?d ino ti> dross iiiiniodinli?ly and )j;o with thoin to tlic 
pidaco, to oonsnlt liow tho arrival of tlio conriiir was to bo 
hrolujn to I ho kinp;* whostt iiatn rally liv(sly mind Wi\H cx- 
<*ih?d to tho hif,’;hostdop;n?t5 hy his (nnnplaiid* 'Pho ncAvs was 
by no moans imlillonmt to me; 1 fornsiuv many cihangesj 
and in it wilhont sorrow » I (’onfoss, tlin oxii notion of llie 
hoi ISO, of Aosli'ia, whir 1 1 , for fivo ooniiirlrs, sinco tho tinu) 
of Undnipli of 1 lid>shiiiy;, had ).*;ivon (innuany sixteen om- 
prrors: thrir Iasi di'srondanls wore tho arohdnohrsscs Maria 
'l’ln!rt?sa and Mariam', I lio union t if tin? fonnoroC whom willi 
hb’iumiH nf Inirraino hml as yot produr.rd no issno, While 
I was drossiii)*;, .Iordan oaino in. Ih? was still more uneasy 
than tint ni hors. Wo liastoimd In tint palueo. In tho pre- 
itodinfi; yoar, Iho f*,iTaton( pari of Klntinslierp; liad been de- 
slrnyrd hy liro. \Vo rriissial the marlud.-plaeo, whero many 
Hpols worn slill itnvorotl willi ruins. * Ihtlore \v(,; liavo 
aiiollirr itinpnror/ oxrhumril Kinrkonstriii) < many a hot will 
ho sritn wilhont a In ad, ami imuiy a town in the sumo state 
as (his!' dl is loniiii Uahlo Unit Kimtlotnshtin himself was 
mio of I ho lirat who loll holoro l'b‘iMh?riitk*s hnto at MollwltJ^. 

Amidst Huoh oxpn*ssinnM, wo nsirhod tlm kinp;’f3 ante- 
(thamlior, wImm'o wi* fmind |ii inr(t William, Krod(?r,s(U)rf, and 
the ootirior. Wo ii|i;n‘ttd not lo aet(naint the kinf^ willi the 
nows lill the fit Wioiovov; and, an hour afhtrward.s, Freders- 
dorf wont in lo propuro him for iU The king nmiiircsited 
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no outward signs of what he fell; but ho ro.so, sent immedi- 
ately for the cabuiot-secrctary JOichel, and ordered him to 
summon the immediate attciulauco of marsliid Seiuverin, 
and M. Podevvila, minister for foreign nlliur.s at Uheina- 
l 3 ePg_j>_Loag and private audiences with these men indi- 
cated to those about the king tl)al somelliing extraordinary 
was in agitation, A general and mysterious husilo and ac- 
tivity prevailed among the superior oilieers of state, and 
more especially among the miJitary. M'he reginumls were 
immediately placed on the war ostaI)]i.shn]eul; magazines 
were formed at Frankfurt on the Oder ami at (Jrossen; the 
artillery was augmented; and the king, after Ids return to 
Berlin, frequently assembled the generals around Inm. It 
Wt'is no longer time for Frederick to wait in Inactive rej)oso 
for the fever to take its couim Contrary to the. advi(Ui of 
his physicians he took Iwrk; after two or three more slight 
attacks, the fever left him, to the astonishment of tlm doc- 
tors, who having witnessed the oflioncy of that renualy, 
thenceforward froc|Ucntly jirescribed it; and in a few days 
he was actively engaged in carrying his boUl plans into (exe- 
cution. 

On the 28th of October, he tlum wrote to Algaroiii:--. 
“ Such a trifle as the death of the emperor demands no grtait 
efforts. Every thing has been forcHcen, every thing pr(?- 
pared; so there is nothing to do but to carry into exrauitiou 
those plans which I have long been revolving in my head.^^ 
— To Voltaire ho writes: — deatli of the omporor 
overturns all my peaceful ideas. I dare say tliat: in the 
month of June there will be more talk about po\yd(ir, hoI- 
(Hers, and trenches, tlian about actresses, ballot, and tlieatrc. 
The moment for an entire change of polili(ud systom is ar- 
rived. The stone is launched vvlnch will fall lipon Nebu- 
chadnezzar's imago of gold, silver, brass, ami iron, and dash 
it in pieces/' 

Very shortly afterwards, Voltaire made his appearance 
HI Berlin, as a sort of spy of the French c.ourt; hnt ho Inul 
not the art to conceal that character from the icing, who in- 
6 antly saw through it, Ho mad(i out sueli an oxorbltanl 
account against Frederick, that the latter, writing on the 
28tii of November, to Jordan, thus expresses liimsolf;- 
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•‘Your iniflcrly Volluim i.s lo drink llio drnjrs nf lii« in.suti- 
!lI) 1 o (!U|)idil.y,an(l Id jrot lllOO dollarfi lioHidna. ICaali of Hu- 
six day a tlial. 1)0 Ims shown liiin.solf ousts niu r.rd) dollars! 
'Phis I oail payinfi; n fou a(; a lioar rate — oorljiinly ilu- oonrt.- 
fool ol no |rroa(, j»orsoiia(!;o ovor rocoivod siioti pjiy.” llui 
tiuiiigli Iho Ju»|>; was wliolly nndoooivod in romard to Voh 
lairo, still ho invtidd him to ooivio again In Horlin, not out of 
porsonal osloom, hnl; to iirolit hy his talonls. 'I'lnis, loo ho 
wpoloHonio yoars aflorwards to ./VigaroMi:— " | havo nood 
ol him for tho study of Iho l''roiioh langiiagoj ono may h-ani 
usoful thingii ovo.n from a villain. I wish to loam his .l''ron(!h- 
what aro his morals to mo!” ’ 


\Yo miw soo h rodoriok on tho Ihnsshold of ov'onis Iho 
weight of whioh might havo ornshod a priiioo groat in mind 
hilt poor III territory, not hosilid.ing for an inslaid what 
oonrso, to piirsiio. Ho passes Iho Jtnhioon and llings down 
tho gaiintlot at tho most propitious mmnont for atlaining Iho 
summit ol his amhition, tho oomploto onl'oroomont of Iho. 
long-Hoornod olaiins of llraiidoiihiirg. 

I low largely the tliirstof glory oonlrihnlod to tlioso roso- 
hitions IS oonfess.-d hy Iho lung him.solf, who .says in Iho 
[.story (d Ins own 'I’imo: .Mv|,en Froderiolc I. raised 
I riissia to a lungdmn, ho sowed, hy means of h i.s vanilv in 
his dosooiidaiilsa g.-rm of glory that emdd not fail sooner 
or later to spring np and prodnoo frnil, ’Pho nmnarehy whii h 
lie led to his posterity was a .soi l of hormaplirodile, h'nl more 
Uuim kln^^loin. wiin ^Ini y in iMViint 

to It a nuiro deeide.l iialnre, and Ihis feeling was eeilsinlv 
one nl llniso that enomiraged Hie king in Ihe great enler- 
pri.^n.M inr whioli iinn!|] nnni.sion ^In-inly fxl’itnl.” 'To 
Vollaire, lie wrote: ".Sneli are mv oo.(-ii|ialimiH, whieh I 
would gladly rosign to uindher, did not Hio iilmnloni elorv 
«» uduii appear to mo. It is indeed « great folly, hiii one 
that a man oainiot got rid of, whrii ho is mieo' po.ssoss,-d' 
wilh It. ' ' 


In a lotlor to .Jmdim, ho assigns a similar inolivo fur vniiiir 
o iMii i\Iy ymiih, Iho lire of passion, desire iif glnry, 
May, In tell Urn inilh, onriosily, and an inward impnlsi-; Iia4 
rmisod me (rent my sweet repo.so, and the pleasure of seeing 
luy name in the iiowspaiiois and hereafter in history has 
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CIIM’TKU \VI. 

T.r« cmncn.!' CUaiB VI., wl... nmni. a th. prinrrm, 

( iiri»ii.u,..r iinin^v.ru. \m •••; i;;-'i'7 '• 

s uc by luii- nacr a uaia,. ..f bun; yuan; .-aU am,!.. 1;., anr . a 
Sw ol' s..«ca.ssion nl.sarva.l in Ina lunnlv. an.l ...1,1 ■> -•sla ... 
K(ul a mnv oao, kmuv.i in bu.i.uy l.y .«■ na.nu ni ( 
Vraitnmllo SanaUuii. 'I’bu miafu..au.ni to Hu- AnMii,... .bi- 

, . L.S iKul provinusly laru liunb .1 t.. .nab; .b .r. n.laula 

" „1 ...lativua! aarnnliuK b. tla. .a-w .v^vila.n.n. ... raa.' .,| 
Charic.s’s (b'lilb willamt ...i.l.! Inui', ll.n nb 'I ..iHn.in I.) 
Wii.s to .b.vnlva bia oWi. .laonblu''^; •< M.' v ^'bn.ibl 

not bt! liviu!.;, l<» tl'‘> .buiRlibtra ..I bia . bb-.- ImoII.. .- .fuM-j, b, 
IhoolcalraaHaH ol'Haxouy a...! Ilavana; u...l •». .... aluaya to 
llK. ucaroat rolaUvoa. It ba.l b.MM. lb- py.ool .-I.)-.- -I tia. 
In, tor y(W of tb.! .ui.iii'i'.tr'u lil'o b. ..l.iai.., ....! ..niy tiio.. 
tbcsniat iHit also boo. lb- .MiT.....lai-y ol l'...lo,a•, 

Ihi! a«kiiow)a(li^i..('i>t ii.iil ,'ia"'ai'l' - ol lb.'* i.i .ai,,v by 
ppi'.HOasioii, ravoiii'.H, sii.uilii'fs, an.l iolrii.',... s: tb.i.iob 

Enuoiio sboi'lly bolbis. bis tbiatb, ba.l i ai 

insulVuiioiniy of . sod. ,>..ai'aot.ius, mi.l l.ibl In... ll.ai, .1 1... 
would tioosoll tbo wiuaoily of bis b-iis, 1..- ba.l noo b l.oilfi- 
lcav.itli(on an ai'.oy of 3 iHb(Hil) ou-n an.l a lull l..•..-....y..■ • 
Of litis Gliaflus liii.iHulf 'hii,'bt liavo laa .. b.H.v av. I.o ib.i 
.non. itobli.ialloii of Ilia ri‘ap;im.tic San.'lii... in 17 -M ba.l -x- 
uiUid tbo (lisaooloolof tli.isa |iiiun-s wbos.! i iy'.lilM .1 inx iob'd} 
wbilo I’rosHia, indoaiul by ll.o iii.i.tnso .<1 tb.’ . . v. . o.n. of 
•fuliur.s to o.i(^af!((i l.y Ilia treaty of W.imI. i bao’-i. in I V\!H In 
.support bis Iasi will by bii'ea of arios, tm.l .•xpi. '-dv aiipO' 
latod that ibis troaly sliool.l bo lotll an.l vi.i.l in . itso iba 
boiiso of Noiibai',;, to wbieli .liilieis .nul Ib t,', b.iliniy,eii, 
should 00 ilH axii.nilioii b.'i|iiealb ils |(o•i,'^^ '.sini.'. In ibal nl 
.Siilzbaali. 'riia aioparor,navarlboless,by a li< aiy .■..ni ln.li’d 
ill .laiuiary assioi'd llm possession ..l .lolo i*. and Hein 

to llu! boiisa of Sol'/.biiali, iiinl l''t'iini’t’ onib il.<iiK lb- ipia- 
ra.itoa anaiiist I’nissia. 

It was not, liowover, lo assiu t bis rinbls in ibis .pan ter, 
tliat Frodoi'ick rosoiva.l opini war. He was inn s.iy- .i-i.ais a 
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polilinian not to Iho iiuprudtsiKUi oi’ drawing; 

luinHcir mi d;ui|»;(^ron.s a Id(^ aa fui* .siudi a lril)inj»; 

tujcoH.sioii of Itirriiory, and .situated at aucli a ilisl.aiuu; (Vom 
the heart ol* iiin kingdom. Ili.s lioiiae had oliu^r r.laiins Li[)un 
po.sHu.s.sion.H nnieh ncnirer honiu, unjustly withludd riauii ithy 
Austria, 'riuj.so worn the durhitsH of Jiigermlorll’, .ld<^guitx., 
and Woliliiu, in Silesia. 

♦l(Ui(dHin Krednrick, (doctor or.nraiuhuihurg, in KiOfi, as- 
signed tho primdpality olMagei'iidorir, hy way <d‘aj)p!mage, 
to Jus ^onng(3r son John (i(;org(3, oT (3oiir.su upon coiulitiou 
tliat this portion of (hu possiissions of the. liousu of lii'aiuhiii- 
hurg .sliould nnujrt to it, IJutwlniU John (luorgc, as an 
ally of J‘h'(3durir.k V., (ductor-palatinij, was put to (Im han of 
tho (unpir*'. i)y ^^^rdinan<l II., Austria gave tliu invustituro 
ol his (luuliy to tho primats of I jiuhtr.nsluin, and Hrandmt'' 
hurg had hithmd.o in vain dunuunhitl jajstit.iition id' its Irgiii* 
mat(3 property. 

'riu3 prin(3(3S of l ii(*gnit/, Mriug, and Widilau, once inde- 
pmutunl.sov(jrnigns,had voluntarily placed thunisulvus under 
tlh! snpruinacy of tlu^ kings of JhdHunia, rcsui'vinii; Ihu idglil 
to disposn of tlH^ir possussioii.s as they pluiisi?d, rin.s right 
tlujy OKurui.sud ii^ 1^)07 to niak(3 a family compact with 
Drandunhiirg, assni ing to Ihc latUu* tlu^ r(3V(U‘sion ofall their 
lurritoi’itts: hul, in spiii^ of this compact, Austria toidi pos- 
,scHsi(m ol them, on tlic (extinction of the; Imnsce of ld(‘gnit/ 
in I irandciihurg remomitratiid; tine (empternr allt^ged 

tine war as a pi'utcxl for isd aiding (hoste dial riels, fm' wliiidi 
lue ollcned a sum of money; and as he insshed line aid of t In^ 
(Jiaeat lOlcietor in his war with tho 'I’urks, Ine ctnhed (o the 
latter hy l i'eaty in KSMd Ihn cii (dtMd' Schwicljtis in llMepi in" 
cipality of ( ili^g.uu, tt(gc(ln*r willi (he I ilchlenslidn lelainis no 
line lord, ships of Msen and Witlnnmd in Mast l''riesliunh 
This snudi (umipciisation hu' tine Silesian diirhics Krisii i i(di. 

^Villialll maihnip his mind to accept railuer (duain 

aiiy thing. Ihit tho Irisity ilsidf was a nntne hlind; for, iMt- 
lonj it was signesi l)y tine iSintracting parties, tin? impmial 
amhassador, hy tliroul.H, intimidation, and iiilrigme, imlncied 
tin? (?lc(’toral primet? to imlvv into an (mgag(?iiimit (o rc.Mlore 
Schwi(!iMis to Austria, after hi.s falljcrhi denlh, and himinl 
him not to imnsnlt any person wliatincr on (In? siilij(‘cl. 
von. n. — 7 
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The Great Elector, having done 30 much for Austria, 
naturally expected some return. He was desirous to retain 
Hither Pomerania, which he had occiiined (luring liis hos^ 
till ties with Sweden, but was decidedly opposed by iho 
court of Vienna. One of its ministers insolently declared 
that ^^hls emperor would not siider Ihuindonhurg to keep 
PomeiMnia, and so let a new king of the Vandals spring up 
on the shores of the Baltic.^^ Frederick William was, in 
consequence, obliged to give up all Hither Pomerania to 
Sweden, but he prophetically exclaimed: ^‘An avenger will 
arise out of my ashes 

On his death the imperial court did not fail to demand 
the restitution of Schwiebus from his simcessoi', Tlic dec*- 


tor declared at first that as he had l)con completely duped, 
he was determined not to fulfil the engagement which he 
had given, be tlie consequence what it might: l)ocause it was 
a point in which his lionour, duty, and c.onscionce wore 
interested, and he would not have the character of wantonly 
throwing away without cause and necessity districts whicli 
his father had added to his dominioiis.^^ Austria then 
threatened to employ force, and when Fi*ed oriole’s Jiiinistcr 
asked if he was prepared for that extremity, lie reluctantly 
complied with the emporcir’s demaiul «I must and will 
keep my word,” said he to his ministers; « but I leave to my 
successors the assertion of their rights in Silesia. If God 
aad the times produce no change of circumstances, we must 
be content; but if ho decrees otherwise, my successors will 
know what they ought to do or hot to do.” We Inivc seen 
natl<redcnck William I, also looked forward to an avenger 
01 his grievances upon the house of Austria; and there can 
je no doubt that these expressed anlicijiationa of father, 
grandfather, and great grandfather, operated iiowcrfully 
upon a mmd already panting for military glory/ 

On the death of Charles VI., his eldest dailglUer Maria 
Theresa, born m 1717, became sovereign of tlio Austrian 
Jommioiis, and she appointed her husband, Francis Stephen, 
co-regent. She ascended the throne 
L enviable circumstances. The court 0 f Vien- 

himself, was, after the dcatli of the em- 
P ; 1 an untoward situation. The finances were in dis- 
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onlcr, i.ijo nrniy lirokon up and dishoarkriHul hy ihci ill .sue- 
eo.s.s ui' i\n\ war with Mkndujy, tluj uiiniHlorH at variunen^-at: 
tiui wunc tiling ihn (.linMin was ncenpital hy a ynun|j; and i ^ 
nxpori<5ue(»l prine<^ss, who had to d(dond a clLspuUal muuujs- 
sion. Ono ndf^ht thnridoro almost assume it as a (su'taiiity 
that sii(‘h a f 2 ;ov(n*nment was not to ho loared. Hi^sidc's, it 
was seareoly to ho supposed that the Iciii|^ would not liiid 
alliuH, 'J’hn rivalry hotweon Kranet'. and J0n|!;land iieees- 
sarily seeured to the lcin|;'ono or the (d.hor of those pmv(a*s» 
and all who preferred eJaiins to the Auslrian sueeession 
would of eoui’HO atlanh themselvcss to Prussia. 'The kU\^ 
had as cdiud.ora voieo in tlm disposal of the imt)erial erown; 
ill rot3;ard to his elainis upon lier^, lie csaild eomc to an urn- 
derslandinii; either with h'ranee or Austria; and in shorl, thi^ 
war ill Sii(?sia was the only ollensive side that was favoured 
hy tlu^ position of his dominions^ htaaiuse luMvould he near 
Ills own frniitims, and the Oditr would always allord him a 
safe eommuiiieatlon.^' 

All evMiut lavourahli' to l*Vederiek^H enterprise was llu* 
diaith ol the Uussiau empress Auue, whose* paramour^ the 
diike id (knirlaiid, llu^ virtual Hoverei|j^n of Hussia, was in 
tile inlerest ol (lu^ rourl ol Vienna. ^I'he erown now de- 
volveil to yomif!; Ivan, the ,son of primu* Auloiiy nirieid* 
ni'iinswiek» I.' rederiidPs hrother-iu-law, hy a prioress of 
Meeklenhurg, I he duKeol (hiurland had hi'en appointeil 
hy the. late ernpress re|;i*ut dnrior, the minority td' her sue- 
e.essor; hut he. was soon dispossessed of Ihid' situation hy 
eouiil M iiuniithf wliosi! wiiids dauyjiler was mari ied to major 
VViiilerfehl, a di.sl luf*;instie<l nDiiau’ id’ the knissiaii army!— 
hVeileriek had the sajj;aeily to torn Iheso eireiimstauers to 
^ood aernuul. 1 le despalehod Wiulerfeld lo I h lershurf!; !<» 
seiMire the Iriendship ol the Husslun eonrl; and liis envoy 
exeimhal his rominissiou with sueh nuei'ess that, on lite 
ii7th ol lhaaunherf a delensivo Irealy was eoneltuled he- 
Ivveeii Jtussia and Prussia, hy virtue id' wliieh ritlier patty 
<ui|«;:i)^ed to funii.Hh the other with an ausiliarv foiee of 
lti, 0 (H) men. 

Hans Charles Winterfeld, horn in I7t)7, was (he son of a 
coitntry i^entleman of very aneient family in Hither Pn« 
nierania, Kxineise in ihn optm air and rural .spot hi uml 
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occupalionH gavo bim oJiHy tbal. sln»jjg t onatitnilcin uliii^h 
k iiulispon«rtl)lc for tho rtublirr. 'I'Ih* inM riK-l m»m u hirh hr 
rocolvcd from ft privalo lulnr Www an nmvriMani 

with tho Hihlo an Knahirirli lln: iUvid hunM-lf waa. Up 
uftorwardH wont tt) ih(.t griiNUiiJU‘''arlMii>l *>! hui ;o 

tho early ago of fiHirLoeiM^xrljiuigprl liiaHmlir'i (mv tlip inili 
tary profowsion^ for whirh lio Inul a p.u'iipolai* pt‘<‘<iih'Pllt>M. 
lie coninuMH'.od hia oareor aa a privali: in a I'oii a'l-urr 
nicnt at Kiinig.sborg in PniMsia, waa ap)a»mlrd rio iH'U ami 
aHsachftitraetod ata nsvi^^w tln^ noUrr iif l-hiah'i irk Williani 
by his lull and baiidsomo fignrr. IoiMimp waa nnw 

made; iho king |)r<iinolo<l him In lirnli-nant lo iIm' rtu pa of 
l.lio grenadier guard; ainl he mhui toi»k a likiiif' in iiitu nol 
merely oinu'.eount td’ his persunal iidvaniaj^ra, ImiI aL‘ai for 
his apiril and prndouee; amh that he mirjii ^rn him every 
day, luuippoiuied him adjiilaiit of his uun regiiio ul, ami 
honoured iruo with his eoiilidenre. If \M' eonsider ilm 
many coni rad ieioiy (pialilies whirh dialin^Hlslo d ihe king, 
wc shall ho foreml to admire Ihe lalenl of ymiug \\ uilerfeld 
In soenring liis good graces. 

The fanio of the PrnsHian mililai y regnlutnms hnl hy fins 
lime ponol rated into Knssia, ami Anms regeol and afln 
wards empress, was fh^simnsi at llm iieiiip^aiiim of lirdil imu'' 
shid count Mdmiieh, to inirmhiee the I'lns'diin iimei|dim\ 
Slio ihevofnro Holieiled llm king to semi her n immher id 

sid)aUorns,oneringlopri’Seiit liiinin ninrn wiih rirln 

lived tall men for his giant regimeiih 'riu.’i |noji!i!*iil was 
in every respect the grealeM (laitery that muhl hr iuhin ’-.fied 
to tho king: he sent the snhallenis* ami Winti ifrhl w.ei di 
rociod to acconipuny and to presnil (In ni. An mini of 
VVinlorfold’s was at this lime ihn lliird wite oi eonni Mmi 
inch; hence this mission ol I hui nflii’ei vva?< in ii?» imn 
nattering lo the then all-powerful ihissiun mini'Un, He 
soon conceived a passion for tiuliane ven Mali^Am, AInn 
nidi’s 8U5|Hlmightor, wlio was niaiil of Immmr 1 m Oir 
dndioss, afiorwards empress, hdisalielh, ills rmil, iirrt pleil 
hy the lady, was approved hy all her lelafives, ami uhv hv 
llm Icing, 

On l)is rotni’n to flei'lin, Winlerhdd inude hmiseN nmie 

aati tiiori) tisdul (o Fioilniok «„ dmi |,„ i „..f. 
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him to be long absent. It was the king’s wish that he 
1^0,0 u Id gain the favom- of the prince-royal also, and he hoped 
^ ineans of so excellent an officer to operate beneficially 
^ Po ii his son. It was another difficult problem for Win- 
j ®*'^Gld to serve both parties, differing .so widely in senti- 
and disposition, and yet to maintain the character of 
^ an of honour. But this problem too he contrived to 
I ve. lie accompanied the prince-royal in the campaign 
„ the Upper Rhine in 1734, where both acquired their 
practical notions of war, and then returned to the king, 
° Whom, especially on his tours, he had become an india- 
P <^11 a able companion. 

^ ^ o sooner had Frederick ascended the throne than he 
*’eated Winterfeld with the like distinction. He appoint- 
ii'GG flfigel aides-de-camp with the rank of majors; Wintcr- 
eicl ^vas the first of them, and he promoted him at once 
lieutenant to staff-officer. “Frederick,” says Wintcr- 
talcPs biographer, Varnhagen von dor Ense, “had discovered 
any commission whatever might be intrusted to tlic 
mind, the superior understanding, the resolution and 
GiiGi'gy, as well as the unbounded zeal, and personal devo- 
o 11 of tliis young officer.” On his return from his embassy 

o L etensbiirg, ho joined the Prussian army near Glogau and 

iiei-G gathered his first military laurels; we shall find him, 
IT oticG forward, occupying a place among its most distin- 
guialied leader.s. 

Pi’ussia, in the army and even at court, many shook 
til ei 1- hend.s in di.sapprobation of the precipitate ])rcparatioiis 
tor war. The old Bossauer, the creator and trainer of the 
sLi jDGt'b grenadiers, .and who had grown gray in the Prussian 
ce, conceived it to bo the more nccc.s5nry to give his 
in this perilous crisis, bocau.sti ho had not been in- 
vitGcl to Frederick’s consultations with marshal Schwerin 
liecause, as a prince of the empire, he still chcrishcif 
tiiO-t: i^cspect for Austria which he had been accustomed to 
ptty to the head of the Germanic body. Tho young monarch 
conscious superiority o( his own pow'ors. declined 
tlie i-i 11 solicited advice, 

yV s soon as the drift of Prederick\s warlike preiiarations 
begfio to be suspected in Berlin> tlic Austrian ambassador 
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ihoro coiimuuiicuUMl bin a])pn-lionsinMs In Inn muvL At 
Vicuna, liowuvor, it wu« jIccuumI ii;iy ouo.i(nr;il, tlnii 

her impdriiil mujiisly shouM Im allnrlira liy ilir Mih.inlmaln 

nilci^ftsluuMuiiiiaUu’Hdon.su^ him.nr l'*v.ui.lrnl.iin'.. M’Imj 
(U) imeil nf ilHU'clbn; \vri»lr harh In llm atnlKiviaiior 
Lhui they could not, fj;ivit the loasi nnlil Wvi Ilm, 

by way of sii|)Oi-oroji;u(ory pirraiiliim* Ihyy drsp;ih'lh‘d (ho 
imrciuls (li ISoUn, u wil/llnliain it» HnUn, in roiu‘y.Mulalo 
t'mlcriclc on bin accession, and at Ihe sanm liiur In in- 
formaiion concerning bis plans; bnl bo nnihl draw nnibini:!; 
iVom Ihe Itinji;, Turning the convorsatiou In bi^ joni iny 
from Vioiuiii to Ihu’lin, lio irprcMMih-d ibr madn iu SiloMia 
an intolerably bad, and asscrtial tbal lin y utoo an tlimdod 
art to 1)0 almofit imjmHrtabbs i'Von lor aiiiyjo tiayrllrrs. 
<^Wby ihou,^’ rejoiuod Kreilorick, randr^Nlv, 'Mbe wnrat. 
that can befall a traveller irt tlial. In^ will fyi ajdii diMd with 
tnud/^ 

It wart notlill bi» ei(nipnientrt went rtnnjdolrd that V n* 
dcriok commnnicaUrtl hirt desip;ua (u (In* martpiiM whhoni 
the loartt rcrtorvc, and a( llu^ rt:nne llnto odd bun by v. jial 
tnoaurt llio sbH'in uii|j;l)t be avmird, and Ibe IniitH i’ jvnid 
uiulorHlandiof!; presm'Vial afid Hirrnj:;tiiriind. Sm',” i t plied 
Holla, \vl)oUy cn'inlinji; iini main pidnt, “you inay [n iliapa 
niiu the bourto of Aimlria,biil youisi ll yon u di luintna 
certaiutyd^ “ It dependH enlindy on iln? ipo on/' ii’iolm d 
I^’cdorbd^ ‘Ho accept die biriiia that I pi iipnisi’.*’ Ilnlla, 
rocovcnni!; nieanwliile from bis mn prise, nirove U\ i*M iii? in 
the kin|»;^rt mind inia^ivin^ijH wlm b wnv b li * vro in lb fliitp 
where bin onterprirte wuh loolicd upon l»y mioiv as bud liar 
dy. “Your lroo|)s/^ said be, ‘Mupt |l j., unm tin 
not look HO well, but tliey have Mlnud iiir,'" \\n\ ibink 
my trooprt fimV^ retorlcil die hiiif:;; I wdl loidvo yim ac 
knovvled|!;e llml liny ar(5 brave.*' 

b'rcderiek hsrtueil no inaidfesto, antnidiop, in iln’ in mil 
ourttom of bellinenml powers, Iml, for loriM'/i d* i*p drb 
od count (ioiior lo Vienna In assure Ibo ijOi rn fb ii In' 
would aHrtirtl. her with Ilia wbnie force ap^nni idl i urniirH 
who rthould attack llic order of MirresHiim. f ooelodo an 
alliance with Austria, Hujirtia, and the fninitooH powers for 
llio muinlenauceof lierdnminioim, inlvaiicev lier two nnllioiis 
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fiC null vulc‘ I’or lirr liu^ iliiUi* ol' 

i!aiiv»jil. I.lii! a[)(U’imrliinf‘; rlri’l inn of rjn|>t'i'ui‘; hut in rrlnin 
hn (icinaininil ^nl.lslnr.liou nt‘ hin rhiirnn U|miii It 

lliiun \vnH Ihn luuni, hrMilniinii In t'inM|>ly wi(lt llu'* ili'inaml, 
<inlUu' had nrdrivi In dndnri' war iinnu'diatrly , 

h’natnriak wna Inn wril iHM|MaiNtrd uilli iln* arinrain'r 
and aidr-drhuiinii |n‘rvaitin^^ at ViniHia In iina)*jnr ilial hn« 
prupuHah would ho linloiiod to: ho IlM rolmn hrU no hno*, 
bill. rtol. hi.s nnny in lunlioin (’idlini*; lnj*,r|}M r ihr nllirriH 
of Uin gunirton td* Horlin, Ik' tlina aildif*Maod Ihoni; ‘'(Irn 
lloiaoii) I ton onloriug upon a war^ in wliioli I havr no ntlo i 
allioH hoi. yonr valour and yfoir /rah My raimr la jn*a, aiol 
1 look 1.0 roi'Uino. to hidViriid iim\ Hoai' in mind ihr rjoi y 
ampiirod hy your jorrlnlhora in llio plaina nl W'.uf^aw, af 
[<Vdirl)riliio and in tho I'xpirdil inn In Ihuana. \ inn lalo ia 
in your own hand. a. I loiiours and rowaida aro nnlv aitiny, 
to hi^ tairurd hy hrilliant. arhiovrnioiita. tiiif 1 hast' im 
nood to <?xr.ilu yon In aapiro lo ylmy; yon hast* ih.o idnm 
in viow; il. iM (ho. only worlhy ohjii‘1 ni sum tllniT.'^^ W o 
aro going lo rontVonl hantpa, svion midn prinro Mogi iir, 
onjoyod llio hi|*Jioa| rrpntalion. 'Thai roininamh rt iodrr»h 
i.H no mon-; fail nnr glory in tannpioring will Ih^ ihr girairr , 
aa wo .shall havo In nioaanro rmr aln ng! Ii wHli hravo juddiora, 
h'liross'oll, Sri. oul. I nhall pri’Mnilly jotinw ^ nu In i)o 
I'O.ntlr/voua ol’ honour lhal avvall.'i na, ” 

On lln^ ovojiin|\ holnrr hia flop.iriinr liuni lln hii, l-hi fji' 
rirk wum to hr fumid whom r«-w\\nnhl h.ivr ihnnyht of 
aitoking him, rnjoyiny- Iho ainUM iiM nl'i t»l Inaioioi, llr 
svaH at ono of fhn.M* aaurnddioa, at wlnrh Iho riunpafty apprai 
Hi domino wtfhnul toioik, aiol lt>r alii>\r an hion In* wir) 
Hiitndingal a vvimlmv wilfi llio I dnjrli-.li ;nnh.< , , i In^a ly 

rngagod in rons tnailjon tin tho nt p«diion, A 

tiioimml. idlrrsvarda hr plnrKi d Ilirh jf Id, uhn h.nl t *.mr 
tinner, hy thr domino, and Inl tuni a ndo. W * 11. Hu li N Id.'* 
Hiiifl hr, ‘Oim you rrady lo alailf-* m , Im ir r hoi tnvn r\ 
prraaioM << rn.v luf/h s .von/ #7/rv r . Hr Ihrrv 

tdmrgnl him with a mit<sinii (m I’htyi-Mid idiMOf who Ji h> 
wax lo lu.Ho mi tinm; utol oarly ni M muroiny, Iho l:i{h t l 
Drrriidmr, wliilo tin? young niunsrllMi ol ii gilnm vwt?* a}< 
plying lo Uu^ minifilrr lot tiiatiaoUtona, llio king m I out I * 
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follow his nrmy with liisnoli's ih' (Mnip fnmti Wai t(>iiN|iil),>i| 
Horde, rtiu! (ioll/.. (In llio I llti In- nvciitink it,„ iioiiiw m’ 
Crossim, anti llml Hiiimi ilay llin <ii<t i ia/y In iii v ni i||„ 
duireh l.iiml)li!(l tltovn. An i.-li'a '.uli i |u i„- \vas 

univorsally consiilnnal (tiiil )i.u<ly, thta cvi-nt w.ia iri-.iitliai 
ns a sinisliir onion, lont ns ilia.ditri in I’l'iiaaiii. 

“Why,” said llio Itiiii;, uIho Im was inl.u on il <<1111(4. 
auporslitioiis n|i|n'olifnsi«ii«, >- ii ioi'iiii:i il,,. v.-i y n vew 
lilt) lu(![li-~thnl.is Aii.siria shall lie itlu'i,.,!. " lii’, t|„. niiii' 
118,000 J.’rns.siaiis wont in Silcijji. (ly 
senrooly roadioil Vienna, when', as Ita.l (..roM-en 

his overtures wort) rejeele.l l.v ihe Anstiiaii .Mhin, iwilli 
snjiremo (lisduiii. 

In a iminifeslo, ilnleil Ih rlin lh« IM (.| ll, e, i„l„.c v, iii,.|, 
was now oiroiilnled and |.nl.li»he.l in all ih.- n..usi.a,i,.is 

I'rodorideiktehiroil thalheiarinv ha.l in.t 

with any hnslilo iuleniinn, hnl m ,iren|.y i|„. ,,, 

iHllwnrk ol llu) I riissian •hnninionsi (hat all ih.- inhalntanls 
0l Wlia roligion !niil_e«ntlill.,n .snever. slnnihl ho |.|..i....,n| 

11 id heir riglK.s, |,nyile,y.s, l.herlios. and in.nniniln s; an.l 
tl at 10 shoiihl iiniinlin ilisei|.|ino am-.iiK In-. ii.„.|,,,. 

illlod 111 the imssessinii i.f his |.r«|ieity. Sij.-,|a. tn„aitv 
1 lolestant, reeoivetl (he I'nissian snveii ii-ti n jih im- 
in many places ho was hailed »s „ .1, |iv, iVi . Any '..’h'lH.. 
Sjtion from roijnliir IriMma was tint of ihi. .|.|(■,li.,|,. |„i 

1' LV"' ffi'"’"' I" I- V. , , ■ . , 

wiownt, (ho Kciinral innniimndtiiK iheie. an i v. . Ih-ni s.ih 

S 0 iivrv’'"''.' I...' ! . 

sinn anu^^^^^ H'^matdy oop,, ...eel il... lVie> 

fortross onihllrmVwhh^^^^^^^^ 

If l)ea-ml...r. 'o , il,,, i, '''"ll-*;" 'I"- .'a'l 

foils of ilraitoons im,| ^ ^ “i tnes, hvo .s<|tiad-. 

U'<- Anstrimis, liMhi^^isiTmirriJ^ 1 '"’"'"' '" ''i ” 
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guilds (»r nr(‘slmi, fMtfl, (iikiiif!; up ]iis (|Uai-l(5r« in Uir Si’lnvoid-- 
nitz Miihurl), im hhiiuihmhwI [hv. <Mly U) tiiimnuUir. As il. 
was iin(. |ir<jvisMin<Ml, I, ho dil.oh iVox.tMi, an assaull, lo hr 
approlKaulod, and l.lio ^>;riaihn‘ pari of I inhalnlanls hrlonf.';- 
it) iht^ Lnihoran all rosistaiHMt appran^d 

iisoloss: ihi^ ina)^isiral,(j,4 (MiUnaid inio a <’,(mvoiilinn and 
opoiuul iho |i;a(<rs to iho kinp;. liroslau^a larf!;o and anoiont. 
aiiy, onjoyod ai ihai iinio many and a |i;r('ai (h*- 

of ind(?|ioiidoinau ii |[i;ov(?rnc*d and j>rol,oalofl llstili, and 
was nni rtupiinal to athnii an impcnial p;an‘isnm Hy Itn* 
aonvnniioiii nrilui Uiul ol January iVdl, h’rrdorirk onsniaal 
io ii iho possossinn of ilmstt pri vih'gos, and on tlu'^ hillowini^^ 
day mado his tndry Inin ilu^ rJiy, ataMiiniKuiital oiil}' hy Ids 
roiinuo, and an i^saorL ol’lhii'iy p;tins d’annos, Snrh a kiny, 
as ihis had novm* hoon soon lUvvw 1!m won tho Imarls <d' 
all (dasst‘s, ilowas whiil. wnidtl innv-aHlays ho oalhal a 
(dii'/(‘n-kin|i;, an iiidusinl of phinioinorion noonlnry aj^o. In 
(hnanany lio (niriaiidy ihrnislujd IIjo, lirsi oxampio oi a 
pt)pular snvond^jjii. Ho (umvorsod with <s|nal allldiilily 
wilh hi^';h and low* and lumsoli' npomal a hall lhal lat |j;avo 
wiih ilio* haniisnnu'si ladi(*s ni itm ooinpany« In short, !n^ 
oohdnahsi ih(^ jonsi y:ndiryinp; vioinry ihai ran rruwn 
a r.f)jnpiornis 

Whili) Iho loll, of his army had rollnwod Knahniok, 
marshal^ Stthworin wilh (ho ri^'hl, koopini*; tdioio (n iho 
momilains nf Hohnnia, had advamasl Io Noisso. Dotaclnm'. 
maJf)r-'y;onoral Joiri/. with lour Imilalions and lluro sipmd 
nnis, aoross IIk' Odor, to rodnoo iIh* oonniry on tln^ I’olish 
IVonliori t)io kin|'; himaoir nmvod on llift (ith In Ohiaii, tho 
<!ommandanl ol wdnidi did noi OKpoi'l a aoj itais allai’k, and 
oviuMialod IIm* plaoo, wliioh was ni‘ oorisldisahlo aliripdh, on 
iho mil. Ihii’f?;, whlidi had a y^arristmoi im n, was 
firsi in\'(*slod and iImmi hhudiudod hy j*;onoral Kloisi, W hilo 
I' rodiS’iidc was iluis rtsinoiny; or hloidutdiny; Iho lortrossos 
on iho tlilois Srhworin had on tho Slh rallm in wicli (In- 
iinpitrialisls ill iho vioinily ol Otlmaolian, drivon ihoiu hark 
to Ihai plaro, and, as Iho liiny; horo lornuMl a jnnrlitm with 
Idm, rodmstd iho town wiih litlh* oxim inlitmo id ammiini 
lion, VtMilhhil oxnitaiinn lillod iho hosom of I'nslorirk ai 
Ihixso snrrc^ssos, noi imliiod mspdrod wiih dilliiMilly, lail yoi 
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ho i-csiill; ol Ins own om-iny. <>ii t|„. i , . . 

Inotul .Ionian! «My dour Mr. ,l.,r.lao, ... v M, .(„ ■ i ? 

mygonUoMr. .htrdmi, my kind, mv initd. my n, 
niy nmatiiKnpldo Mr. .Iunl!.n. I ' y..,,, 

that Silos.a is n.s ^mu\ as rmntnn.d. an.i li.., 
a muly I |,r.'|,ai.- y...i f.r ,nn.i i, 

of l-ortnnn nvor nnnhn.rd. |.\.r .In- ,i.„. ' 

onm!(;h foryjui. Ho my j,. doli-ndm,^ n,v -•ni. rnril..' 

in Its ()X!((!iitioii I will li,. your CiwMi'.” ' ’ ' 

Jlwi'i'iny wasiiowlioliiroNi.isHoniidio. i.aiitiir to yiiarl- 
tha very sirm.^ fortross. |, i-. 

and the rosolntiou of tho rmmnand.ml i ,.! i, ' ■"">'■,7''’ 
h.s dofe.,00 of uaisriia in ii.o w,n S t;:! i!;.;," 

21,'™ h/o ir'',n;!ril';u;;i 

Eiiirni'r-- 

which frow, inilnodiaM}’ " 

so|,lnco<l«|,nnii|,„ has ions a ,ro,n'Sl ’‘T 

anls. Twolvt! hiimli„,i i. i '""‘ 'm os to i,,|o.l :i.,.,,iil- 

halls wcni nonrod lor tin ""* '*"■ ' ’l""o»'od ird hot 

of tv,,., h.,M ,,,, , i j; ; ; , ! ” "O' • » |•. 

to •".■pri,, ii,o "ii”, ''.‘"I 

tondinghiirililf 1 . ‘ i ' 

laiM’oI.s, owitijr to til,. ....ini, ** ^ ’"/‘I'jans liad tt.iilincii no 
I'/odoricIc had hvlml l , 7.1 '"T- . “lill 

of tfio (!mii)i|.y wliirdi Im w !« h'ntfifU in jio.ssi ssion 

''''‘'■''•‘''Moninin d in I,,-,.),. JUiry; 
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w;i.H liltHikiKlwl ItyKIdisl, (!l.,|rmi l)y 

I>nn<!(! (.f l)(-s«mi, Niri.MNi«. by lli,- kinp;’., divi.si,,,,; ,,„d, u-liili 
til" ol.li(!i’ li'<K»|)H W(!iil iiilii \vin(ci-(|ii;irlcr.s, re- 

Utriiitil I" Itorlin, wlicro li" m rivcil on llu! yuo, or.lniuim.y 
I'nxliirick limi intw, liitHiiliix ull(!ii(liii(!, l.i On, (liili(,,s oi' 
liolmd billuirU) tloiid, l(t nitiiiii.iiii bi.s iioHiiiou 
111 I'ogiuil t() otluir Hbibis, Id iiroriin, alli.-.'f by (li|iloiiiiil,i(, 
iiitiiin.N, iiiiil to ))Ccvi)Ml. Ill" iii("i r"r"iir" "I'tlaiiiiiii rDiiH iiowdi'm 
I jio I'CHiiUHlimvdd llial liii liad jiid|f"d rorn'c’lly DCOMM’oiirja; 
which individual hOiIch win-" likely Id |,iiimM«. An, stria 

uiult!!' Uu! niiidaiic" dC Hid vain CDiint Kiiiakv. wn.s nnl iVi 
be indiiccd l»y Iho kin^r’a hudcdh.h Huih I'ar tn iiias-iit. bi.H Dlli,r«i 
on l.b" CDiilrary, ab" "xihicIdi), in lb" a|irii% al'tDr cfnii- 
pldung b(U‘ annainnnla, lo wipe away lb" fli.s|pa"i), wliirh 
appoai-ed Ibii ninn) if>i)DniiiiiDua a.s b"iii).; inllicii'd liy a 
r"if!;n Dcanpyiiijr » pD.sitiDii at that lii,.., wlmllv nniiDiiDi'lani • 
Dll" whoND duty it wa,s, a,s ar"ii-"banib"rlaiii dC ib„ |,„lv 
uDinan (iinpin), In bold bi.s inipiaial inaj";.l v’.s wa'ili-lumd 
baHin, and who now had Ih" prD.snnipiiDii Id pic.sci ibi', luu's 
to tb" dan^rhlDr of an (‘mpniDr! ’I’bi- cabini i of V^ieiina 
"iKlniVDiirDd, nii.'anwhil", In ndiil". in inaiiilchiD.'.s tbit kin.r’.s 
('.lainiK Id Sih'.sia, and (‘allial njinn fDr"if!;n pDwi t,s I'nr ayxiai- 
anil" a(.';ain.st Ihn ainbilinn dI iIid andaciDna invader 

In.sleail id' Dblainini;; Indp, Maria *t'ln i"f,a ^aw new 

nn".s ai iHin,!; a^aiinil. her. Tlni eieelDr dI' llavai ia. who was 
I" a diniKhler ..f On, enipeiDr .Insepb I.. iDimded a 
(MiiiMi hi Hhi AuMtriun ilninininn.N nii a will nl I • 

and lull hl.wi Kranen wa.s ilkspoNed id an alliinier with J'Ve’ 
denak; eanhnid l■■|"nry baviny; invalidaied bis li.nni'r mia~ 
I'anleDDl the IVannialie, SaneOnn by On- evasi.in -- wiOnmt 
I;* th" rights Dl' ibiid 'p* TM.i.a ’* in (avo.,,' of 
Havana. helnilh was Oial, beeaiiae Isni.l nnl. adherinn 
Ittl' word, piDinmed as.sif.laneii Id lb" IhkI. -piiiled ..in Di, 
n lhinf»;(iry, llin jitalonsy *»(* Kniun* ilw taiirr (ti jciiti 

th" advDiwi rankH; and llni.s .si," derided Oie pan ,.| .Swednii 
wtneh had lnn(i; been her piiliiieal aaleltiie, llni ibis eloser 

'll" I'rii.ssian eabinet with l•’l..n.•,• and Swinien 

. 1 ^ 

r , ■ *’™lbi'it‘k liiinaeH'ridaies in Oie Iliafnrv 

01 Inn I uiio.s wlial dliare an inlrinnu of lln; re^enl'ii hiiii in 
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dissolving the coalition with Russia; and, liad not his in- 
fUicncc been annihilaUa! by a njvolntion, r.onlinuos, duj 
passion for Prussia might have proved as disaslrnns as that 
of Paris for the fair llelon was to 'I’niy.-’ 1‘b‘rjh^rirlc, 
indeed, had not much to fear frotn J'higlund and Saxony, 
which alone renewed llieir alliance with Maria 'I’hert'sa, 
because they were so dilatory iji lli(‘ir e{|ni|imentN; and the 
latter, moreover, had not the means of i-arrying <»h war 
without tlie assistance of Poland Ih; neviU'lheless ludlecled, 
near Pramhmbiirg, a corps (d' ohsm’vation, tinder tln^ etnn- 
maud of count Katie, ami after his <ieath lA' (htt prinri* of 
Anhalt, which encamped ladwtum tint vlllagtxs of (Idltinaml 
Krahno, noaivnramhml)m’g, on the Iluvtd, ami was ready 
at any moment to (mltjr Hanover or Saxony, Mavii/g 
rc-oufor(sed his army in Silesia during his hritd’ ahsenee, Im 
sot out on the IMlh of Fehriiary in rejoin ih 

.Before any thing .serious could takti |dace, and while 
Imstilities wore conlined to skirmislies td advanced pimls, 
in which the Austrian Imssars arcs ndmith.d liy the king in 
have hoon far superior to ilie .Prussian cavalry, he had a 
narrow escape from a pejsoual danger, ctnicerniiig which 
h(5 thus expresses himself; <^It was an indism'etinn in a 
sovoroigii to venture so far without a slrongm’ escort. I lad 
the king been taken on this occasion, the war vvouhl havi* 
been at an end, the Austriaiis wimltl Imve cominered without 
striking a blow, the unrivalled Prussian infanlry would 
have boon usolea.H, and all llmse jdans <d' aggrandizement 
which the king thought to execute would have hemi ii us- 
truted^^ 

On the 27th of F(d)ruary, llu'. king roile from Schweid • 
nitz to 1’ ranlcenstein, to inspect tw<P advanced poslM» pnsh(*d 
forward into the mountain defiles liy general Derscliaii, and 
to reconnoitre the enemy, .No sooner had Krederiidi set 
out with his uiclcMleH'amp, captain (tiasenapp, lluiii some 
Imitor Gommmiicatcal the circiimsiuiice tn the Aimlriuns, 
Ihoy, o( course, could not lot slip this npimrinnily of 
terminating the war by a single vauji //c ffittim a strong 
dotachmeiu of cavalry was tlimadoni sent mi unlv against 
those posts hut also hetweim lliom, In iiilm cimt thV. unsus- 
pecting monarch on his reluni. 'riiis dolachmeiit Ihll in, 
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(our or fivo niil<^s lioforo it n^irhcd iho moiinlniiKH, witli a 
of VrusHinii <lnif!;uoim» on its ininrli to Wtuiliaj and 
IJh^ Au.Mlriiiii.H, iMnndiKliiip; llii^s to bo llio kinf!;\s (fMoorl, loll 
Ujioii lljo Jb‘0.H.4i»0H MO liJiiouMly that tlioy |Mittli(^ni to the 
rout and took forty lunHOH. Krodorirk hiiOMt^ir lailidiiH tlniL, 
on hoarinp; llio r(^[jort of ainall anna, lio. had inrnii.4iih‘ia(rly 
nut hiiUMtdf at tho liinid of a division of tin* Iroops poabal at 
vVardia, and liastonod to thi^ nHsislaiico of tlio <lnifj;oon«, but 
avrivtal too lato at tins fiold (d'katths, (llasona|ip was nnnlo 
jnisoiior: of the nianrnjr in whicli the kin^*; os<aipi‘d wi; have 
on aulhnntia atasonnt, A roinantir. story is imlofsl told of 
Ilia havin|j!; boon aavoil from (Ins siairah of tins llun^ariu)i 
liUHsars in tins mjif!;ld)ourin|i; ()isi(‘riiiin ocuiv^sut of Kiunoiil/.] 
but this Htatoinont Ims boon oonl]‘a<lioti!d by l{(Mloid}ook in 
his Diary, thoufijh tb'ou.HS, ono. id' tins most nusont as well as 
ono ol tins mosl inistworth}' <d' (ho l>iop;rupljor.s of the ^j'oat 
kin^, has ind hositalial to vindioato i(s aoriiracy, I shall 
tliorofnris >i;ivo It as 1 find it. 

h'rodortek, Inivin^ I'mishod las roconnoissau(!o» roMidvial 
to pay a visit to tho dislorliaii <amvont of Oatiiont/., whtno 
Ins oxpocto.d t(» have a ^ood view of tins moimiain ravines 
and over tho vallo.y cd' tho rivv.v Noissts. d'oliias StuMoln*, 
tho ahhot, nsooivoil (ho kin|i; and his aido-ilontamp willi groat 
nsspoot. lie ooinhiolisil thorn ovor tins InniHo, unkinswn to 
tho m<mks, who worn in Ihoir rolls. Moaiiwhibs a didarh- 
moot of I luiigarian hussars, sont exprossly (o intuna^id. dm 
king, approaidnsd tho ronvont in soarrh of Inni. 'I’lm ahbot, 
with groat prostsnoo of miinl, put on his ponliliral hahit, ainl 
unlorod tho holt (<» ho rung to summon tins monks to mass 
in tlnj oliurcln Hofm’o tho monks onutd rorovor froju thoir 
astoiiishmont at lining rallod logidlior at a vory unusual 
time, (hoir miporior outmod, aroouipauii'd by y<>wiig 
oorlosiastio in tho dross of an ablnd. Doth wont up to tho 
altar, kiiolt down, aiul (ho mass Imgan. vV prodigious iioiso 
prosnntly uroso in tho ronvont. *V\m Austrian hnssars, after 
Hoarrhing (,hmo, pror.oodod lo llio r.hnrrln Awinl into de- 
votion liy tho Holomn sorviro I lint was porfonning, Ihcnnio 
soldiers, who a few monnmls, hoforo had heeii intent only 
on revimgo and hloodMlmd, durst not disturb the holy oflico, 
which proceeded without interrupliun. M'ho iuLruders had 

vuL. n. — 8 
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long votircd, when Stusohe giwtJ a .signal for 1.1 lO oliaiilJiig 
to ceaso; and Iho moiilc.s loaniod wiili .siirpiisci I, hat tho 
Croats had come in soarcli ortlx^ king of PriiH.sia, l)nt tliai, 
they had only found his aidc-dij-aaiup and ('-arriod iiiin oil 
with thenu The reader neeil not ho told tliat lln^ alraiigo 
ah])ot was no other Ilian ]Vro(l(jriek hinisolf. 

It is related, in corroboration oftliis accoiinl, that Sln.sotn: 
was ever afterwards an object of the (‘spooial favtinr of tin; 
Icing, who subsoquenlly gave him llu! ricln^st proluey in the 
duchy— the abbey, of Leubiis- Among Iho papers loft hy 
SUisclic, at his <lcath, wore fouml sov<n’al autograph lotiors 
of the king's. On ilio of May 17 ItJ, he wrilo.s: 1 
have received your eongnitnlations on mamunl ot i\n\ viiilmy 
over my enemies that has been again grunted to mo hy llio 
Most High, As 1 am persuaded of the sincority id' tint 
sentiments you express, so you may be a.ssuriul that I liav<‘. 
you constantly in gracious rememhrance, that 1 am glad you 
arc well, and that it will give nm pleasure, if, us I shall 
soon 1)0 in Breslau, you would then come thiiln!r.'' 'To a 
letter from Potsdam, dated January ^ith I7d(i,Uie Ihunkrul 
monarch adiled with his own hand: I fulhl my vo^v, and 
pmd you porcelain, Champagne, and fine slulls lor ollieiating 
in," On another occasion, he says: “ I simll mmii ctdl at 
CamenU: when I go to Berlin, you niu.st visit me ihen^." 
Nay, ho is said to have manifested his gratilmli! to the con- 
vent also, Not only did h(3 eoidirm helbridiaml tu'ery new 
abbot cleclod hy the monks, hut granted Ilnur na| nests, and 
was delighted whenever h(3 had an opportuniiy id* (ulkiiig 
with one of them, ♦^Tell the first of your fra tern it^^ that 
dies,” ho once said to ttio superior, to gntet abbot SiuNidm 
irom mo in eternity;" and on his hirtlnlay In! caused ii so- 
leimi mass to he performed for Idm, at the same* lime 
making a handsome present to the abbey, 

A^ccording to Dr. Kugler's yet tinlinished *vllisLory of 
1‘icderick the (ireat^" the slufis " nntiiliomal hy the 
_cnig in one of his letters were a dress for saying mass in, 

1 he abbot had a Prussian eagle embroidenid upon I his dress 
and consecrated it on Krederielc's next hirtlnlay at a solemn 
mass Ibis pontifical habit, mhls thewriler, is still ore- 
sorved at Camentz, and an inscription in the idmreli com- 
meznorales the danger and the deliverumie ol' the king, 
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IL in not at all .surprising that. ni‘ siu'.li a nuin as Frndarifk 
lunidroils ursloriuH should la? (draulahul, whiah, ihon^li lUry 
iiiiiuiot ha [lositivoly <lunicsl, yol. (!annc>t la? Iratiod to any an- 
lh(?ntia soiirau. (hnna’.rnhi^ tin', allair in <(UOHt.i()n, he, thius 
written to Jordan: havt) just nsraiaal with a hliudc (?yo 

IVoin a p;r(‘at swarm of hussars, who had liko to have snr- 
roiimhal and niado ns prisonurs. Without hoastinp;, I may 
say, my trido, of ohivornoss holptul mo out oftho sorapo.^' 

Tin? Austrians had col ha! tod atOlindlT; an arm)^ of i3ri,()(M) 
iium, under tlui oommtnul of niiirslud count Nfupjau’fi;, M'his 
oxpori<?nccd warrior of I0u|i;oju!^s stdan?! haci laam in tla? 
S(:rvic(M!vor sijua? ami distlnu;uisho<l hiin.soir at 're- 

moswar, Mol^radt?, (luastallu, (lornoit, and Dc^tlingoji, hut 
had hoon rewarded l)y ooidiin^nuud, in a Idrtross forjiavin(», 
as it was alloj^od, uxc.mahal his instrmdions in comdudinj^ 
tlio treaty t>l' liol| 2 ;rado. Having; hi'on ndisoaal on tlu? d(*atli 
of C31\arlc?s V K, la? was at!;aiii placiul, in tin? pn^sont onutr- 
policy, at the lasid of an army. llo. atlvunood witti it into 
Upper Silosia, r!viilt!ntly with the inhuition of f^ittinj^ lie- 
twno.n h'rochu iclc and Sr.hworin, and raising; tho hhadcado of 
Noisso. At tho samo tiim?, ho <loiuchod |i;<!ni?ral Loidadus 
to (Hat/, partly for tho purpo.st? f>ramnsin|!; Frodori(dc, pari* 
ly to occupy tin? inotiniain passes ami tlu^rohy l(» cover Hov 
lioinia. It was mH. till ihu jdans of tho An.slrian cmnnian* 
dor wore, nion! o.loarly do.vo.lnpi^d llial l^odoricU coucam" 
tratnd Ins foroa?, whitdi, as lio aokm)wlml^os liiinsolf, luum^ht 
to huvo dnno l>oforo, ‘Hint tlm kiiip; was (hon inoxptuionood, 
for it was in reality his first cainpai|.';n.-’ 'rin? hon^ditary 
prince of Anindt was iinmialialoly ordonsi li> slorm tho 
fortress of (Ho}.ran. As mncli <lopomlod on tho. snoooss of 
this ont,<?rpriHt?, l aaipcdd no^lmdod m? moans for stimnlatitif^ 
Iho oonrajjj'O of his inon, in (ho aftornoon of tlio Hlh of 
Maroli, tho princo. porsnnally allollial its position In I’arh 
division of tint troops, ami at ni|>;ht, protusoly as l)n? (dock 
siriU'k twolvo, t.ln?y advamaal in fiv(? rohitnns, Ion? down 
llm paliNfidos ami tlio (dmvaux do fri/c, am) jionotralod into 
tin? town hy tin? Jlrostau fi^ato. In tlio nmrkot plar.o, prince 
la! 0 |add mot tho t^ovornor, count Wallis, and inadii him 
prisom?!'. In an limir Iho fortress, ahniuhmily supplied with 
arlillcryi ammunilion, and provisions, was in llv? po.wssiDO 
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of the Prussians, whose loss amounted to nine Jcilled and 
thirty-eight wounded. The inhabitants had abundant reason 
to be satisfied with the discipline of the Prussiansj there was 
no plundering, neither wore tlioy subjected to any of the 
violence and ill usage common on such occasions. 

Leopold, having left a regiment to garrison Glogau, 
inarched with his corps to join the king at Schweidnitz. 
Frederick, leaving the duke of Holstein with seven batta- 
lions and four squadrons at Frankenstein, proceeded, while 
Kalckstein blockaded Neisse, to effect a junction with 
Schwerin. This junction took place on the ^d of April at 
Ncustadt and Jngerndorf. 

The blockade of Bricg was abandoned, in order to strength- 
en the main army with the troops that wero engaged in it; 
and the Prussians marched for several days without obtain- 
ing certain intelligence concerning the position of the ene- 
my. At length, on the 7th of April, while the army, amidst 
a heavy fall of snow, was crossing the Neisse at Miclielau, 
witli the intention of proceeding to Grottkau, it fell in with 
a body of the enemy hussars; on which occasion, it is said, 
that Frederick was again in great danger of being made 
prisoner. After a slight skirmish, the Prussians took: about 
forty prisoners, and from these they learned that the Aus- 
trians had arrived at Grottkau, and designed next day to 
niarclvto Ohiau, where the Prussians had their jirincipal 
magazine and a strong park of artillery. Nothing but a 
liattle could. prevent these from falling into the hands of the 
enemy; and Frederick made preparations accordingly. How 
he felt on the eve of this his first engagement appears from 
Q letter to Jordan, written on the 8th of April at the village 
ofPogrcll. shall fight to-morrow. You know the 

fortune of arms. No more respect is paid to the life of a 
king than to the life of a subject, and of course I cannot tell 
what may befall me. If there is an end to my career, re- 
member a friend wlio always loved you dearly. If Heaven 
prolongs my life, I will write to you torinorrow, and you 
sJiall learn that we have oonquered.^^ 

On the 9th of April the snow fell so thick, that it was im- 
jjossible to see further than a few paces. News arrived that 
the enemy was approaohing Brieg. Jn spitp of the weather, 



thr kiap, wml lo rf!i!onin)ilra Uia iMuauy. Aoeanipaiviiulhy 
w ptaiHinil or/,hHlt‘J, ninniiil Marf^inar, lin n»la oul. l.o a o.aa- 
jiidanihla <ti,Hlanr.n, luiil ilarivail (Voiii \\\h l(H!al Itiiowhidgo 
iniiidi u.snl'iil ihfoniiiil.ian cuMictu'iuiijj^ l.lia naUirnorthagrouud, 
Hr. avail Ir.aniail tVoin lii.H liiinilila aniniKiUMMi ilm |)OHitioii 
of l.hiMauany, Uii; HihiiiLion ol’ the linml’'Hiiarlar8, anil the 
isUrnpjl.h o\' Uio hosl.ilii I'oraa, The Hrrvier. was not unlin- 
portaiiti anil thon|j;li it liml nothiiii^ to <lo witli tlio mivinjv 
or Kirilnriek^H life, aa.r.orclin^ to thoi’ainily Innlitioii euiTonl 
in thal villaj^e, yet Mar|>;iior had aecpiirod a olaini to Krede- 
riekV p;iatiUido, Aa liodiinl withont romin<lin(j; llio kingol 
the (niTomaiuneo, all that tho lutUir could do waa to pay the 
delit to hirt doHlituin dauj!;hl,rr. It wart niaiij^ yenrrt artur"* 
wants that Krodisi'ick, im roiauvin^ a |)Oliti(m fronUhiswO' 
nmii, then tho nnMlior of six c.hildnui, gave this iliroction to 
tlio minister vmi iloyni: 1 well roeolloct llic aot of her 
honost faihor which hIio lunniionrt. tSlm destjrviJH the roconi- 
pciiso promised to liiin,aiHl 1 thonddro (h*rtiro tliat it may he 
paid to hiHilaughtor, and that you will give, as «ho rtolicils, 
rtnmr> suitahir* ap|)ointinoot lo her hurthand,’^ 

On the 1‘ollowmg day, tho weather cloarod up, hut tho 
sunw was two lettL deep. At live in the morning;, the 
Prussian army concnnlralcd itself at Ikigndhand tho king 
l onnvod Inl.oltigmico that the Aurttrians had occupiod MolP 
wit/, (iifiningen, iiinl Ilunorn, and that Neipporg’.s head- 
ipiartorrt were in Urn lirrtt *)!* Uiosc villages, i‘'r(ah3nek 
erttahlislKnl his in a sparions plain, only two tlmusand 
pacim from Mollwil/. 'The, right wing was to have sup- 
norletl itself on the village, of llm rudorf, hut general Schu - 
Icnhnrg, who coniinanded tint cavalry there, did not eomo 
up in lime through inislake, 'Die left wing <^xtended to tiie 
hrnok of I ameliwil/., and was luivered hy its marshy hank, 
'rim cavalry of llm right wing had left too little space for the 
infantry, and h'reiloi ick wtm ohligtjd to take llirec^ halialiomi 
out (d tile first line; with these lie fornual a (lank, which 
covered the l ight, of the two linen of infantry- -a position 
not cniitmnplaled in the oi’igiiial plan^iiut which coiiirihulcd 
materially to the victory. As tho Austrian cavalry wa 
hotter ami more minmroiiH than iUr, Prussiaii, the king 
placed two grouadior hatlalioiirt hnlweun the H(|utu)rons on 
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each of his wings, in iinitalioii of a disposition adopted hy 
Gustav us Adolphus at the battle of Liitzon. 

Neipperg had not the least suspicion of the a|)|)roiudi ol 
the Prussians, and Frederick might liavc surjirisoil and 
taken him and his whole urn\y, had he not been sueli a 
novice in the art of war* Tlic kings tberelon?, lelt tin? 
Austrians nbundaut time to form in onlcu’ ol batth^, ami it 
was not before two in the ariernoon tliat In^ on h nan I the 
attack to commence. Fortune, wliosi^ luvour.s be, bail 
slighted, now , seemed disjiosed to av(;nge hersell. M'ln^ Imi 
squadrons of horse, which Scludenbnrg eijinmaiidiul at 
Horrndovf, were put to the rout l)y the far superior cavalry 
of the Austrians, and had well nigh tlirown die iiiiaii I ry 
into disorder. The latter, however, rortunaUdy mainlaincil 
an uninterrupted' fire; the enemy \s cavalry woih^ ilispiustal, 
and their commundor, the hravo general Grnnm*, was killiul 
on the spot by a ball, WinterlehPs grenadiers, |)laiu’d be*' 
twcon the cavalry, bad kept their ground, and relind in 
good order to the infantry, Frisderiek, who atleinpleil li» 
stop and rally his dispersed and Hying cavalry, was Imrrit'il 
along by them, and it was not till he was in the eenln^ id’ 
the army that he could collect a few si|uadn)ns. lie h‘il 
thorn back to their position, and made a new attack: but, 
discouraged by their former failure, tlioy were again bt^atim, 
dispersed, and driven back, Scludenhurg lost iiis lile. 'rin* 
king bad a horse killed, and was in iniiniinuit dangiU'. His 
cflbrts to prevent their flight were fruitlcs.H. M'o no piiriMiSi’ 
he exclaimed, Brother soldicrs!^^— liononr id llm 
Prussian arms^^ — “Your king’s life” — away llicy Siumi- 
perod. 

Owing to this defection of the cavalry, I he inliinlry <d‘ 
the right wing was exposed to all atlacks, and llm /ViislVian 
cavalry attempted to lake advantage of this circnnistaiu'iv, 
but the throe fiupornutnerary battalions, plaetal mi lint Hank 
of the other infantry, prevented their ntlvancc. ^Villl ad - 
mirable firmness they withstood ihm*. atlacks cd' tin: cjm*- 
my; and the Austrians, having lost a great number of imui, 
retreated in disorder, In vain did Neipperg bring up in- 
fantry ami fresh cavalry to their aid: the Prussians stood 
like a wall, and their rapid and incessant fire struck down 
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wliolc nmks of tho/ir lulvtirHurioM. For live hour.s llui hravo 
Iblluw.s kop*. ii|i Uiirt (U^iHlnuiiivo iini, till Juul avIioHy 

oxpomlod thoir aiumuiiilion; uiul valour Uion noohuhI to |)o 
of no AirlluM’ avail. Fiodoriok luinaolf» aiioing llmt ovory 
thiiifj; was at sialco, Iu.hL his prosoiion of mind, and, turning 
to Scliworiii, undor wlioso f^juidanr.ii hi) liad plaaod luiuftolf 
ii^ til is first ossiiy in sijrions WNirliuo, iiujuirod wliat was to 
hn doim, 'i’ho old lior<», who was hiinsolf wouiulotl, ounsi- 
dorial Iho hatihi as not yot lost, hut advisod liiin to procood 
to the town of Oppoln, oaoopiod hy tlio rrussian rc|i;inHini 
of liii Motto, in cross the, Odor lluiru, and to [)iit hiinsolf at 
tlio head of tho imrps of tli<5 dnko of llolstom, whicli was 
sup|)osod to ho in that ipiarlor, Hidiwcrin added that, if he 
shonld loso (lio halth^, tin* ndroat arross tho Odor would he 
vm’v orilit‘iiF, hot in I his caiso tlu: kinp; ini|»;ht support him 
with thi! 1 lolstidn troops, and at tho sanio time cover Ohiau: 
if hn won iho victtiry, tln’. sanu'. troops might contrilnitc to 
luinihilaio iho Hying onoiny. 

I'h'ialorhdv hosilahal for sonin time* Imforn ]io would fol- 
low tills advico and loavo tho army. Jhit wlion it ta'gan 
to grow (lark, and ihv.vo was no prospect of a hivourahlo 
turn 1(1 tho alluir, tho young nionarrh yiohhal to tho roilo- 
ratod repi (‘S(*nlalions (if the veteran ficld-marslud, and set 
out. lit? was followed, against his will, hy a sipmdron of 
geiis-dhunies, prohahly hy command of the hereditary 
piinc(5 of Anhalt; hut lio rode so fast with Ins lew attend- 
ants, lliat Ihoy eonld not Inarp up with him, and stopjaal in 
tlio little, town of liiiwen, Arriving at midnight at Oji- 
peln, tlie king was in tin? Ml most daiigm* of heing taken or 
shot; for wium he mad(’. known who lie was, and ordered 
(lie gate to IsMipemal, it was found that Iho place had laion 
imianwhiln takmi Iiy tho vVnstriaiLs, who food at the king 
and his suiln hetweon the* liars of tho iron gate. Preei|)i- 
t itely facing idaMit, J*’r(slerick roturm'd to Ij'iwcn, where 
he arrived hy day-hroak, I Ion*. Hliiow, aidisde-eainp to 
ilie hmedilury prince of Anhalt, who was sent to inform 
him lliat tlio battle was won, found him in a wind-mill, 
wliich circumstance. ocniHioned tho caustic n*mark, tliat in 
lids haltlc the king had covt red himst lf with glory and 
doni'. 



Overjoyed at this rcrtult, but asbiuno<l and (li.s.sali.H(i(;(I 
with lumsolf for having followed the lulviciMjf (ho mar- 
ahal, lie rcturiKu! to the field of battle, uml found that 
Schwerin had received a Hocond wouiui. lie had thrown 
the left wing of tlie Priisaimia on (he right Hank of Ihi^ 
Austrians, and thereby decided the victory. Night alone 
had saved the enemy from utter doslruclion, 'I’hey inim- 
bered 7000 killed and wounded, and iJjnt) priaonei'M; and 
lost seven pieces of cannon and tbntt? pair of colonrs, 'Tln^ 
loss of the Prussians was iifiOO killed anti OOOt) weiunhul, 
Among the slain was Prijic(5 h'nulerick, smuiiid son of lln^ 
margrave Frederick Albert of Jhamlenbnrg-SebwiMlt. M'he 
first battalion of the guard, against wld(dt lln^ pi'ineijial at- 
tack of the Austrians was direchni, liad snlfered most se- 
verel 3 ^ It had lost half its ollieers; initof Mt)n |>rlvah?s» 
180 only wore left fit for duty. 'Fhe lung rode (^-er tln^ 
field of battle, and could n<*t btdiold the seeing cd' sla\ighter 
and the wounded without dtutp cmiciun. Among ollieis, 
he saw one of his favourites, captain i'‘ilzgendd, of (he. 
guard, who liad losi; botli his h^gs. My (hxl/Vnaiil lie, 
clasping his hands, what a misfortune has befallen you !*’ 
thunk your majesty for youv sympathy,** ritjilied tlu' 
dying officer. « May you live ami be happy, ami pros- 
perous ! It is all over with me,** 

The enemy himself did justice to the intrepidity of tln^ 
raw Prussian soldievs, << Never in my life,** wniie an 
Austrian general, *^did 1 hehohl a finer army than tlm 
Prussian. It advanced in astonishing onier, Its ranks 
and lines wore as close, and movmt with ns niucli regulari- 
ty, as though tiusy wore on the |)arade. 'Pheir glistening 
arms produced their olVoct in the Hunshiiu;, ami they lired 
so rapidly and simultaneonsly that it r(?semhled timndm /* 
The king wrote himself the luixl day (,o Ihe tdd prince 
of Anhalt: My infantry has dmie womlers, ami perhaps 
none in the world over etpuillud it. 1 have to ihank Hulh 
iner*s ami VVinlorfehPs grenadier battalions, Him liist bat- 
talion of my regiment, ami KleisPs rogimeiit, for llm vic« 
lory; though it is oertain that all the others have ilone every 
tiling that men ol undaunted courage ami cuvelous of lio-^ 
nour arc cuipable ol doing. On the other hand, 1 must cun- 
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fo8N ilwil Iho jiurl of niy cuvalry Ixiliavod likci mU 

chnriAin* wliiah i\u\ kin^ during!; the buttle hiul 
le hia iuiher, ami was one of his lu^st horses, hut 
when, at the persnuHion <jf Schwerin, he iinitted tins Tndd, 
jm niounfiul another, reinarkuhio enough to d(!S(n‘V (5 a pugo 
in the biography ol* his master. As all his horses hud 
names, this was ealind <^'1 all (Iray.^’ lie too ha<l Imlongod 
to Kis’deriidc William, an<l was siieli an exetdieni (numtnn! 
that though Uhjh sixtemi ycairs old, the king took him 
along wilh him to Silesia. 'I'liis animal ejirricul him that 
night U) Oj)p(dii and hack, a distance of not less than Jour- 
teen (terinan mih^s, (upwards (d'sixty-hvi^ JOnglish,) witii- 
out food, mid almost without I’esling, AfPu’ this the king 
ns[uiriul no^ further servit'.e of liim, hift lum at home in lliO 
m^xt eampuign, and tirdeiunl lum to \n\ laken canwd' as long 
as he livcuh I'lver alter the hatth? he w(mt hy iho mnm^ of 
tln^ Mollwil/. (Iray. In line wiudlmr he was often udmit- 
toil, hy tln^ lunges nrd<ii's, into tlm ])leastiro ganlen, to run 
idjout and gra/i? wilhouL resindnt, Wlum he was there at 
the linn: oj exendse, and the rmsigns brought down the co- 
lours irom (In^ palaee, widle all tlnj drummers heat a mardi, 
\h(\ ohi horse would, of Ids own aeeoni, S(juat d()^^m on his 
<‘ruup and iruvnse, (ill (Im eolmns and drmninors laid 
passtuh Sonus linns Indhris tlie sev(sn years’ war, wlion he 
was uImsvo llurly years old, tins king took a fancy to mount 
him oinas niuro at the Is'ginning of the sisason of the exer- 
<sis(*s. As Siion as (he colours c,ame and the march was 
beaten, he sponlamsnnsly perfornual tins ahovtS’inentioned 
inanmnvns with the king upon his hack. Ilia iiiajc'sty was 
highly (Uslighled, and ait<srwards rode him mscaslonally at 
tins ex(’rc.ises in tins pleasure -gardrsn, hut \n\yvv longer than 
half an hnnr at a time, in 17ti(h when llns Austrian troops 
were at Polsdain, tins hussars vvantisd to liike wilh llieni 
this horse, (ogethcr wilh aindlnsr, called (Ins Vouiig Hrowti, 
tile only two that had heisn lefi lieliind on accomit of (heir 
ag(s. Ihith <if them receivisd many a Idtuv hecaus(s they 
could not go faster; hot tins dray would not stir a step Ihr- 
ther than lln? plisasure-gnrd(sm ’ When he died, agreisihly 
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to the orders left by tlie king, he was UwvwA in llu^ eourl 
of the royal dicws. 

Voltaire, who is notorious for bis ilisrojijard nl Irnl.h in 
details, which he no doubt freqtionlly lalsiru‘<i to ).i;nitily his 
personal malice, {ijives a Imli crons acconnt ol the inislor- 
tunes which, diirinji; the battle (»f Mollwil/, ln’loll Mmiper- 
Uiis, who, in conipliuiuK^ with the. kiiijJi;’s in vita I ion luol se(« 
tied in Her! in, 

lie says that Manpertuis accoiupimicil (In? ariny, unliei- 
pa tinjj; great advantages for Injnself hy tloingtond hoping 
that tile king would proviile him with ii Imrsis I bung din-- 
appointed, he gave tvvo dneal.s for an uss, which, however, 
wlicn he lied with the king, coubl not go fasi ennngh In 
save him from the Auainan luiasars, who mmto him pii’enn’r 
and plunilercd him. The, fact was, (hat iMmijierlnis had 
followcid the king In ilm battle on Imrsidnick, and lying bis 
horse to the foot of a tree, climbed it to (^blnin a hel ler vii^w 
of what was going on in the dislaiice, Hern lie wuu per- 
ceivod by a party of Austrian hus.sars, who galloped np hi 
the place and took from him evory thing of vulne. llmt lu^ had 
about liim. Ho was luckily ntcognised by tln^ mince of 
Lichtenstein, who had known him in Paris, and wlmde* 
livored him from the hands of his rnthlesH phindorm a. lie 
was sent to Vienna, wluire anotlnu’ accidenlal cirenimdamst 
restored him to liberty. Some days after tlui halibs Pre- 
dorick gave orders for the apprehen.sinn of cardinal Sinxrn- 
dorf, bishop of llreHlmi,to whom he had shown dlstinguiahed 
favour, and wlm liad promised iml to inlerfm e in I he Silesian 
war. Having convicted him iifan nnderslanding wiili ihn 
enemy, he sent him to Vienna. In nduni hir his genernaily, 
Maria Theresa released Maiipertnis. 
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('IIAPTlOlt XVII. 

IiIh ai, Ndiimora rolrpalod in 

tliMinloi- fn Ni!is.s(«, unmniostwl ivilliin fivp 

pi 111 Ui<i cni-jiH nl llii! „(■ JIolHioin, 1,1, 

111 . ~HI I n) Ml, 3 -, (niuiig tin, most iii(Ii,!i,)iisn„,i,„n,.,.a iv,,! 
ri'iimi nig lim rngnmintH inul i,ni>i'oving (Jui naolnas Pavulry. 

" May, allnr a lini„l,ai-, Intent whinh (lemnlia^j,,-,! 
iiiaiiy nl ll,e ImililingH ol I.Ik, tnwn ami inadoaeveral Itrcapltpji 
III tlin ramiijii lM. 1 1,., (nrifeaH c.nntained Hixty-ninc nieces oV 
' .iiiiiiiii. I he gai'cisnii, cninnianded hy in-ince I’iccoloniini 
was a Imved (n nmndi out ii]Hin cniiditinn of m,i Nei vinfc 
Pru.Hsm (or two yoar.H, 

Among (he mmminiiH HitirmiNlies wliidi took ninco u-illi 
Mie A ns nans, who weiat again eoliecling in Iho envintoK of 
NeiHse. I he snc.-ess nl action at Hothschloss, on the 17th of 
May IS a line worthy of mention. Here VVintorfehl .sni- 
1 I.I..1 dcsimtcheil Zieten, who )md iu.st 

heen iiioinoled licnliinant-colonel, to atlaek (hem, while he 
hniisell look Ihcm m (lank. Zieten gained ihe more honour 
III this aalion, ma.Hnmch us major-general ilin'oniiiiy, one of 
Iho most omimmt |tiirlisans, wiio had heen hia nm.sler in the 
'|'i!ii|iiiiKiin 'll IV.'M ami, I on Ihe Rhino, eoinmandcd the 
enemy, vVmleiTeld made aneh a liivourahle reitorl ofZie- 
lem s M|nrit and iotrenidity, I hat Ihe king not only nroinoled 
inn Id he colonel, hut made him comminider of all Iho 
hiiHsiiiK. V\ inlerfeld loo, who was (ill then only maior,.soon 
iillerwards received the commission of colonel, 

I he Hlniltered lorlress of llrieg having heen repaired and 
provided with every thing necessary for a siege, Frederick 
shiwl V moved will, his army npou' Neisse, hn(, at his an- 
pr<HuMi, liH^ /ViiNtrhuiH fho vivtjri On llio 

J >Hli ui ilunn, In; ItiinrSnlfin a forti/Kul cninj) near 

Mirhli'ii, wlinni lio nnnaiiK’d till tijo 18th of August h\ an- 
paront inactivity. .Uy m>iu« of the moro recent military 
wj ittUMi I hia iiuuttivily liaa hecii censured aaiiaoleaa and oven 
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Dreiudiclal: but these take no account of political circum- 
stances, which had an influence on Frederick’s operations. 
His greatness consisted in acting not merely as a warrior 
and a conqueror, hut also as a wise statesman and so vereign. 

The immediate consequences of the victory of Mollwitx 
were nothing in comparison with the importance whicli it 
gave him in the eyes of the European powers. Aml)assa- 
dors from most of them repaired to his camp, some to solicit 
his friendship, others, particularly England, to effect u com- 
promise between the contending parlies; but for l.liia the 
Austrian cabinet was not yet suflicienlly humbled. 1; I'cdc- 
rick would then have been content witli Lower Silesia aiul 
Breslau,— a sacrifice which was deemed too great at Vicmui. 
On the part of France, vvhiclx liad now united with Bavarui 
against Maria Theresa, appeared marslial Bellcisle, with 
proposals for a secret treaty which was actually conc udctl. 
The news reached Vienna. «The Austrian ministers,^’ says 
Mr. Robinson, the English ambassador, « wlicn they heard it 
fell back in their chairs as if dead, It was loo late, and m 
np.ithftr more nor less than wl^at Ihcv might have ex- 


pected— and yet they had done nothing/^ 

Meanwhile, the partisans of Austria in Silesia were not 
idle. Frederick was informed of correspondences carried 
on in Breslau» and of a plan of Neipperg’s to turn the Prus- 
sians and to take that city. ^ A iclub of old ladie.s in that 
capital, descendants of Austrian families, formed the nucleus 
of the conspiracy, several magistrates and crafty monks were 
the springs. The king contrived to gain admission for a false 
sister into the ladies’ club, and thus to obtain a knowledge of 
the secret Apprised of all the circumstances he su mmonecl 
a deputation of the magistrates to Strchlen. He asked tliein 
if they had strictly observed^ the stipulated neutrality; if 
they had not, on the other hand, assisted his enemies; if 
they had not sent 140, OOQ florins to Queen Maria Theresa, 
and kept up an illicit correspondence with Neipperg; at the 
same time laying before them papers jiroving the luulcv- 
standing that subsisted between them. The deputies could 
not deny the charge; they confessed every thing, and soli- 
cited pardon, Frederick immediately ordered Schwerin 
and the hereditary prince of Dessau to put an end to tho 
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l.hn i'ily, ami l.o ulilaiti jjo.s.sch.hIo!! of It by 
Ml-ralaji;(;iii willnHil, oliusion of blood. A(!(^onlin|»;ly iho}^ ajn 
|)lit;d 1,0 llio- jnajj;is(rat(?s 1.0 poi'init a Ibai.s.Hian U) 

niiu’ob llir. r.il.\s lor 1.1 h? |)iir|><j,H<! of arossiii}!; iljo 

Oilrr, 'TIh^ Miinato ronijilitid, and l.lu^ l.owii-inajor put. Iiiin- 
.sitlf a(. tlu'. IhnuI of Um 5 .l/nissiaiis to (mmuIucI. ilioin ihnnif^h 
l.lio aI.rittd.M, 'I’lio ^nunuiitjrs liaviiij*; l.uniod oiri.mvards llu! 

niarlcui'-plaia^ and not tak(?n tho way to thoOdfu- gult‘ 
\vlu('h lir, waM aliowini;; Ihuin, li(5 or pn‘i(UMl(ul 1o 

iina^ijino that I, hoy bad gom^ tho wroufi,* way tlin)i 4 !;h iii;no- 
ranoo ami wonhl ba\M‘ wil: tluun rifi;hl. VvUm) .lajojadd 
mildly bath? him put up his swiird and go bonus as his 
rurl.tuu' Horviros worn not wanitsl. Th(', now-ooimn's had 
(alcon go(Kl raro in provonl ibo g:il(:s from ladiig (dosod, and 
I Inis, on I ho morning id* Iho Inlh of August, l.ho Prussians 
took poMSrssion of hroslau willnmt S|Mlllng a firop of tdood, 
Novt‘.r/Vsays Miolrlblib “did llio taking of n town oust 
loss. 'Tho only hostilitii^s whioh oitaurntd on this ocaasion 
(Muisislod in a hi>x on tbn i?ar givon by giumral Miniahow 
to a sonlimd posltal at tho lirst barrior, who was going to 
rhmo it.-’ 

I'b’odorii'.k wiAi moanwliilo. In for nnid at Strchhui of Iho 
oaonpation of tlnmdty hy mi'ans (d* guns finnl from station 
to station, I Ir. ilismissod tlm drpntitts, bdllng llunn that ho 
<mnsidor(al tho stipulaUni noutridity as null ami void. — 
Sohworiii was onlorod U) roroivi?, in Iho king’s namo, llu! 
oath of allogianoo of thi^ niagistrah’S, the oilixons, and t)i(» 
oily iniliLia; and on Sntnlay tin? I Mllg thanksgiving sm tnons 
W(‘ro proaoliod from a t(^xt whioh la^ guv<N ami 'lo Doom 
poi’forrmul. Ilo gaimal t]i<mMHdi<hmrt) of tho Prolt^slanls, 
who oonsliiuUsI tho majority of tho inhahilaiits, hy pulilioly 
cunliraoing llio l^ithoran prraudnns aflor <livimi stn'vio<% 
whoroas ho (ndy gavo his liiiml to tlio (hdholio, ohagy. 

Noipporg h?arno<! imi lalo that In^ was IrifdccsL I lo ouen- 
pioil hims(ul'in niarohing to aiui fro, and avoidod a soriniis 
ongagonioni;. Ibilly aotinns and Hlunnisti<‘s .Htill ooourrod. 
'I'ho king hiinsolf omploytal his bdsuro in roatling, playing- 
on thr^ llulo, pootry, amt O(na'osp(»ndono<^ To .Ionian in 
partionlar In^ wnd('. rnaiuoiilly, and nindo minulo inquiries 
conoorning what was said almut him in Jhirlin, 

VOL* in— 9 
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Meanwhile luHcami., whmo li.Mvaa y near l,o !h 

and Sduvoiilnitz, and ('.oviu-ad all la.wor Sihvsia, . I u 
one of those, in which Inaips are c.dlorl.Ml in Innr "> I" - 
for the pnr)iosc of cxovr.iso. As (lio I'lioiiiy ">'■< “ a i . - 
taucc, CToal nuinhers of Iradosn.on and potty .loalors l.ad sol. 
up shor« and stalls doso to it; and tho proso.o'o ol Inro.^n- 
ers, ambassadors, and the wives .d soiuo o tho oHot.s \ I o 
liad followed Ihoir husbamts to SIrdiloo, had vaosed milli- 
nery mods, materials for dross, jowdry, I rabaot lao.., am 
other arlides of luxury, to bo broti}!iht thither lor sale. Add 
to all this the jovial luiimmr of llie soldiers, who approadie. 
their yoiiim warlike monareh with lamiliiir lraiiUoe!.s, ami 
whoso eiilhiisiasm huso well miderslood the art ot kmdliiii«;, 
Numberless are the aneedoles related of his inleremirse 
with luH bvavc! IuIIowh^ 1u>\v hohlly uildn 'fm tl Uwwy 

how hiMVOuUl mill J2;lu JHUonp; IIhi p;irlii‘N collrrh'd tn 

and enjoy ihoniHelveH, llmir Idfitl, mnl ivhuu wiUy 
unHWorH U their joki^H, Surh were I ho sim)di^ luoiiiiM oiii- 
ployed by Krederiidc to iiiHpire hi>s wurrinrs willi u nuire 
ardent onthnaiaain ibi' bin permm tlinn wuh pcrliupM over 
nianifestod lor any Hovorei^pi. ^I'lm hutdinr wlm liud tidLiMl 
with hi.H kinp; niid hwM praised liy liim, b(‘)j;m lo luiiey 
luuiHoir superior to his eoninnles; and ilms I'l vdi'rn'k in- 
fused into his troops a spirit wlihdv nmdereil ilimn inviii' 


During thesu IransuetionH in Silesia, llie (deelor ol liaviinii: 
supported liy Krendi auxiHaries, eulered Aoslria, levied 
conlrihutiona, tuid direeted Ids niiireh towards the eapital 
on whieh the eoiirl, deeming ilsell iuseeiiie there, (led li 
Proslnirg. '.riie emergeiiey new lieeaine pressing, and tin 
oti'or of Uohiiisoii, the Knglish anilmssador, tn iiei the pan 
of mediator was not rofused, lie proiiosed In prnpiliali 
at least one enoiny, and to saerilieo smimihiiig in order not 
to lose all. li’ornished with full powers, he arrived on Ihi 
7tli of August at Frederiek’s eimi|i near Slrohlen. li 
gonuino Auslriau phrases, he told the king lhal the ttiieei 
of Hungary would gomiroiisly forgivo ainl forgei all Ilia 
was iiiist if he would iinmediiitety evaeuutn .Sile.sia, mid ii 
compeiisatioii for his eliiims givu him Limburg. Spunisl 
Uucliler.s, ami two million dollars, Frederirk tejeeleil tin 
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ollor wiLli liuli|i;iialion, << Do Uniy I, lieu lake me ior w 

lie exeliiinuMi when inmitinn was nnule nfl.lH'- nmm-y ; 
limy expeei nm in up Silesia, ami lur innimy, 

afler I havtt eximiuh^tl sn iniir.h hlnnil and Ireusun^ in cun- 
t|n(U-in^‘ il!^^ 'I Im anihasHatlnr reliinuul in Vimina in roptmi 
Itm I’ailtirr. nf his niisalnn* 'I'n nn purpose Im eanm haek 
on the Mlh of S(‘pieiulHJi‘, biani^infj; wiih hiiii a map ol* 
Silesia, on whieh were markial 1‘our pri!mi|)alili<‘S llial were 
In Im e.tahul to Urn kU\y;. Such u sacrihdo was imw noisul- 
liiuiml Ihr Frmhjrick; ho knew, niorenvor, lhai Mm^ coui i 
of Austria was not in earnest in r(^^>;ard to the pn>])use(l 
ei:ssinns, ami that it was innkinf; at (lu^ same Uiim similar 
S(uhmlive ollin’S in lh<^ kin|*; ol ,k'ranis\ 

'The thm)»;m’ meanwhile, heeaino men: inuiiiimnL Au- 
^!;nMtns 111,, kini!; <ir l*oland ami eleelur oi Saxony, joined 
the coalition aj^aiiist Austria willi a vi<'.w lo olilain Moravia, 
and the prospect of aid iVoin t*hip;land luuaune. ilaily more 
and more Taint, M'lms presstsl on alt sides, Maria Thma'SH 
a^ain had recnursii to the mediation oT tin'- Mn)»;lish amhas- 
sador, and disdave.d that she was ready to enhs the, whole 
of Lower and part oT Upper Silesia to lln^ compieror. 
Lord llyndlord arrived with these pniposals, and was ad- 
mltted to a private intervie.wat Little SclimdlcmlorC on llm 
Hth oT Oc.iolmr, 'I’lm Ansli’ian )!;enerals Neippeiy: and Len- 
lulus were also jin'seniat tim, conTerenee hc!lii on lln^ lollow- 
inji; day, in wdiich it was aj»;reisl (liat, till the comdusion «d 
peace lietWism Ansiria and Ihaissia, tliere simuld he asi‘c.r(;| 
annislici^ that llu: Anstriuns slmnld surremha* llm Inrtress 
of Neisse; ami that hhederick shonhl lake up iiis winim- 
quarters in Upper Silesia, hiit without levyin;/; ciuil rihnlions, 
t’o dta*.(uve the WiU'lil, Urn ptdty waifaro was ti» he carried 
on lor awliih?. Tin* kinp; on|^a|i;ial to ohserve llm stricUisL 
secrec,y respect inji; this agreement; Neisse was osleiisilily 
ln‘slefi;e<l and taken; tln^ Ausiriaiis evui'iiatiid Sih'sia, ami 
Frederick took puHSesaion of the comity ol (Jlal/, W'hilc 
marchlnii; with part of his troops lo join llm alliisl army in 
llolmniia, llm’e Im 5 fmiml llm elector of Uavaria, who, 
after causinp; himsidf to he proclaimeil Uiiijj; ol Molieiniu in 
^?ra^ue, re|iaired to .Maiinlieiin, in expectation ui hoin{{ 
^decUsl emperor of ( terniany* 
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Charles Albert, elector of Bavaria, had in early life served 
in the imperial army against the I'urks, and married the 
youngest daughter of the emperor Joseph 1., on which oc- 
casion he renounced all claim to the Austrian succession. 
But when, in 1732, the emperor Charles VI. solicited Ihe 
princes of the empire to guaranty the Pragmatic Sanction, 
the elector of Bavaria refused, and set up a claim to the 
possessions of the house of Austria after the deatli of the 
1‘eigning sovereign, Tiiis claim he founded on his descent 
in the direct male line from Anne, daughter ol the em- 
peror Ferdinand I., and on the will of that monarch, which, 
according to the copy preserved at Munich, decided lliat, 
on failure of Tnctle heirs to the house of Austria, its here- 
ditary dominions sliould devolve to the descendants of that 
princess; whereas the original will at Vienna liad the word 
iegilimale instead of maley which made a material difler- 
enee. The elector-palatine and elector of Saxony also 
preferred a claim to the future succession, but it was relin- 
quished by the latter. 

All sorts of troops were now collected in Bohemia. They 
scarcely knew whether they were friends or foes; for the 
Austrian court had taken care tliat the purport of the^ con- 
vention of Little Schnellcndorf should be made public, in 
order to sow distrust among the belligerent parties. In con- 
cluding that armistice, it was far from Fredericlds intention^ 
to found the supremac}^ of France upon the hiimilialion ol 
Austria, and thereby to degrade himself from an independ- 
ent ally to a subservient satellite, Part of his plan was to 
employ the time in strengthening his army, well aware tliat 
separate negotiations between France and Austria, as well 
as a violation of the strictly enjoined secrecy, might furnisli 
him with occasion and pretext for adopting other measures. 

Frederick was indignant on finding that the condition of 
.secrecy was not fulfilled by the court of Austria. He now 
held himself to be no longer bound by that agreement, con- 
sidered Silesia as his own, and fixed tlie 7th of Novenilier 
as the day for receiving the oatli of allegiance on behalf of 
the whole country. More than four hundred deputies of 
gll ranks and classes assembled at Breslau ; with them re- 
turned the canons and chapter, who h;id been expelled on 
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iKN'.oimt of iiunr purUi^iiml.inn in \\h\ c<)hti|iinicy to whioli 1 
liiiv<^ alrt^ady atlvta’Ual, and wlin, aftor tlu^y hud lakou tlie 
oath of olM,ali{5nia!, mwo rti-inalalod in thoir |)o.Hsos.sionH. 
'Tho kitifi; nnadvod h()inaf»;o in pnrson, and tliu.s adonkal llin 
Siln.siana an(’h a Htp;lit as tliny had not witno.ssod Ninon liin 
tiinn ol’ thn (nnnnror MatldaN, in liUl. lln arrivntl almnt 
noon in a oiuriapjo aiul oi^lit, at tlnj hjwndiousn, hnCon* 
whinh Ida p;naiHl was <lrawn uin ]0ntnrin}j!; Itn^ hall, in a 
nnilbrni that was nntah worn, his hair nniijlifijniitly divsstul, 
and without any sort of dnaoration, In^ snaUal hiinsnli* on 
tho tliroins onro onnupind hy tho <5in|)(}ror Mathins, wliudi 
liud lin(',n littn.d np ainnv Ibr tins oonasion, Marshal Schwe- 
rin, on his ri|!;lil, was to have hold lln^ sword ol’ stain, hut 
it had hiMui lbr|i|ottnni l*\’ndiU‘iid\ Ihnrolorn tookod Ids ()Wn 
sword and |i;avn it to Sr.hwnrin as a sidtahln syndnd (or the 
soloinn ant, JNHin.wils, tins ininistisr, dnlivnrnd an {ippro- 
priain. addrifss, in whirdi ho (uxplainnd lln^ id>jrct of llir, as- 
Siunhly,ainl in llin nanuM)!' tlu) king projnisisl tho Silosiaus 
tlin uonlinnation ipI’ all llioir rights and privili?gns* 1 In tlnsn 
read llin oath ol' allngiain!n, whiidi thn dnpntins [jroiujnnood 
arun* hiiiK 'Vlo'y aflorwanlH wnnt up singly to (hn throne, 
laiil nti(» hand upon thn Idhhi, ainl kissnd thn hilt oi tho 
king’s sword, in tolum ol oljndiniinn and Ddotily, A sliout 
ol' ‘*.liong livn thn king!” iunudutlnd tin*, act, ,1’odnwils 
rn.tnrnod thanks; thn. lung hownsl, ao<i, aiuuimpunuMl l>y tin) 
dopiitins, rnturinsi (,o his (uirriagiv h'nstivillns id all kinds 
snuciuslnil, Among lh<i ri‘st, tin? iutv-cook, in a kili.luni 
l)nilt lor tho pnriiosii in (ln‘ nnw niarknt-placi^ roasMid a 
wlndi^. ox, stndOil with phnasanls, parlridgns, lian'S, and 
g(M^4n. On thi^ right side appiSirtal [\m I’russian niigh?, 
fornnal of hirgi^ birds and larks; aiul i>n thn otlnu’ wnu^ llin 
words o ^'alnKunn^s Ui;x,” lln*. Polish i»aglo, tin; arms of 
Dnssan, aiul tln^ city arms. 1 1 insal sranudy hn aildntl tliat 
Pnalnriuk won many ImniUs at llnsskui hy his iilVahilily ami 
nomlnsronsion, 

'riu^ Sih!sii\nM worn imui? partinidaily <hdightnd, hntamso 
tlndi’ nnw monarrh had md iunnn to d^'^aM^ ilunn as their 
Austrian nilnrs lual hnnn ancnslinnntl to do* His first act 
as sovnuaugn was rmiiii Llin nsniil luimagn-gilt ui a Ion 
of gold* 'J'hn iumnlry,” said ho, is su exhausted hy the 

ir 
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calamities of war, that I cannot accept such a sacrifice, , I 
wish rather to relieve the people, that tliey may have no 
cause to I'egret the change of govcriiinent/^ Accoi’diiigly, 
he supplied the farmers with seethe orn, gave tlicm nioiioy, 
and remitted many imposts. He conferred new titles on 
the nobles, and created several new o Dicers of state* The 
Catholic clergy were not molested, and every profossiuii 
of faith enjoyed equal protection. 

On the 12th of Novemher Frederick set out for Herliii, 
while Schwerin occupied Upper Silesia, and the youngcjr 
prince Leopold of Dessau, whose activity in this campaign 
rivalled that of the old marshal, inarched with hl»s corps 
through the county of Glatz, fulfilling the double object of 
blockading the fortress of Glatz and forming a junction 
witli the Bavarian and Saxon troops in Bohemia. 

In Berlin, where Frederick found his sisters of Anspacli 
ami Brunswick, he indulged with tliein in the plousurei* of 
music and the theatre, laid the louiidation-slono of a iKiw 


opera-house, and invited artists of all sorts to Jiiji ctij)ital. 
At the same time lie was not regardless of more imjiorlaiil 
matters, I lie army was rc-entorced. Uis attention was 
directed in particular to the formation of an oiricicnt <m- 
yahy. In this object he found in Ziclcn a most useful as- 
sistant His hussars distinguished themselves in such ti 
manner that their very name spread terror far ami nom*. 
A corps of I-Iulans, which Frederick organized, had not 
answered his expectations; he therefore iiicorpoi'ated il 
with the regiment of life-hussars, and thus augmented the 
latter to ten squadrons. The uniform of these Hulatis con- 
sisted of white Turkish mantles and light blue cloLliing un- 
derneath: tins was changed, but in memory of it, the now 
hussars had while sheep-skins and light hli.c doUmtins, 
rhe Austrians sought to throw ridicule upon tills rcginu.iit 

/in ‘^'*1 contomjjtuouH ninKillii- 

tion kindled in those to whom it was given an ardent de- 
sire of revenge; and an opportunity of gratifyitiK that sen 
timent oceurred in 1738, when an Austrkin reginfent wfieh 
had jeered the Prussians with that name was almost on- 
tirely cut ,n pieces. TJie Pni.ssinn leader, goneXput . 
hammer, had great difficulty to save ii feiv of tlio officers 
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mciludin^^ ilio (ioinmandor. TIuj hiiXov, on boing <m)iu1u{^UuI 
to tbo lung, coinplniiuid that no (|uarlor bad Inuin givoJE 
l^'rodoi’ick, awaro ol’ tli(^ cuiist^ of this pnxaaaling, asked: 
« j)id you over in your lifo irad snob a [>o«)k as ilu^ hibb;?^* 
^M) yos, your inajcsty,'^ rnplied tiui onirei*, with souk? do- 
groc ofsurpriso, ‘ Woll tlion/^ said l.bu king, << that will 
ox[)lain Ibo maLlor lo you, I’or tiun‘o it is said : ‘ Howuro of 
tboso who eomo to you in abnup\s alotbing, lor inwardly 
Iboy nro ravenous wolves.^ 

Allur thn king bad attended tbo iuarriag(^ ol* bis eblest 
brother, William, bo sot out, on llu^ lH(h <jf iltinuary, with 
his brother Henry and a numerous reliniio, (dr DVesden, 
wlicre ho was naioived with triple salute of guns, and 
various fosliviiies. .Augnstirs III,, a prineri of no oapaoity, 
had been indnoetl, by tlio jjrosjHud- of adding Miu'avia in 
bis dominiims, to join tiu'- o,oalition againsi Austria, but 
showcal no disposition ttJ talu^ an ae,iiv(^ jairt in the ronlest. 
lie was governed cmtlrely by eonnt .Hriihl, ^vho for a long 
series cd“ yr^ars was prinui minister i>f the sov(5n?igns of 
Maxony, l ie was a man of little ability, gn?at indoleiua*, 
and unbounded [)rornsioji. With tli(Jso (pndiiies be rom- 
bined the basest eorrnption, sjdling his master and lumself 
to whi(dujver party oireiaal the largest lirilMi. ilis maxim 
was: lad; pidditi allhirs alomj, anti they will ialoi rare (d‘ 
ihemscdvOvS, Sir dharles llardMtry Williams, who was the 
British envoy at the court of Dresdtm, givi*s ihe bdlowing 
charactor of this minister:— As f^vtuy thing of tnmry kind, 
from ihe higlujst allhirs of slate down ItJ optuas juni hunt- 
ing, are all in count Briihl’s imnu'diate. can*, I leaver you to 
judge how his post is eHectiled. Ills t*\p(uis(*s art*, im- 
mense: ho keeps ibnse huudnal stu-vauts, and as many 
horses, [[is honsit is in (^xtnmie hatl tashi and t?xlrava- 
gance. lie has at least w dn/.(*u com dry stnils, wlu‘n^ he is 
always building {uid alUnang, hut whitdt hr in*vtn' sees, ’It 
is said, and I helitwo it, Unit ht^ takes money Idr eveiy 
thing ihe king dispnstjs of in ikdaiid, where thi'v Irctpienl- 
ly havii very greul employments to bestow.” 

Vretlorick gives a humm’ons ile.scrijition of ihe intm vknv 
which ho luul with Anguslus (dr the pur|)ose of explaining 
to him the plan ol the ousulng campaign, and especially 
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the manner in which possession ought to be taken of Mo- 
ravia. Augustus/^ he says, answered yes to every 
thing, apparently convinced, but with a look of great ^ en- 
nui. Count Brlihl, who was displeased at this interview, 
interrupted it by informing his master that tJie opera was 
about to begin. Ten kingdoms to conquer would not have 
detained the king of Poland a ininute longer. He went, 
therefore, to the opera, and the king of Prussia obtained at 
once, and in spite of those who opposed it, a final deci- 
sion.^' 

On the 2lst of January, 1741, Frederick arrived at 
Prague, to concert with the French and Bavarian com- 
manders the future operations of the campaign, and tlicii 
proceeded to the quarters of his troops in Boiiemia and 
Silesia, where Glatz liad surrendered during his absence. 
He entered that town on his birthday, the 24th of January. 
Learning that the countess Griinau, wife of a stafl-oJhcer, 
had, during the siege, made a vow to present a new gown 
to the Virgin Mary in the Jesuits’ convent, in case the 
siege were raised; the king liad a gown made of the most 
costly stuff that could be procured, and sent it to the Je- 
suits with the message, that he possessed tis much jDolitc- 
ness as the countess, and could not sufler tlie Blessed Vir- 
gin to be a loser by his conquest. The Jesuits could not 
decline the present, and went in procession to return 
thanks to the king. 

At the beginning of February, Frederick appeared at llie 
head of 15,000 men in Moravia, where Schvvcrin had in 
December taken Ollmutz, The Saxon auxiliary cor])S, 
came slowly and reluctantly to re-enforce him. Through 
the love of ease of the Saxon generals, Frederick not only 
lost many advantages but found liimself under the ncce.ssity 
of changing the whole plan of operations. ITe assigned 
quarters to these auxiliaries on the Boliemian frontiers, 
while he penetrated with Jiis own troops into Lower Aus- 
tria. Zieten’s hussars ventured further into the country 
than any Prussian corps ever advanced i* * ‘ 
wars. They pushed on to Stockcraii, 
from Vienna. Tlie capital trembled at 
these dreaded guests: but the hussars, not 


in nis subsequent 
only one station 
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by their allias, cotild n(it follow up the lulvuntn^es whicili 
they had arfjuired, and tin; only gain of thi.s {ixpedition wa.s 
a grout fjuantity of provi.siojiH, 

At tlio beginning of Maroli, iln^ king rocoivod intidligcnici; 
lhal: I.Ijo I longarianM wio'e oothTi ing an army for tin; pnr[a)Mo 
of making an inoursion into Siloaia andatlarking Mio l*rns- 
aians in tim rear. .lOight thousand were; already at Skalit/. 
on the Moravian frontiiir; tliesii wcu'o dispersed hy priiiia; 
•Diotrioli of vVidndt, who took a great nmnher of prisoners, 
and spread such terror in I Inngary^ Unit for some time them 
was nothing to appmiienil from that (piarter. 

On tin; 7tli of Alai’i'.h, tin; royal army laid siegi; to Hriinn, 
whiidi had a garrison of 7000 imm and an al)le eomnumdunt, 
who im|)ed(ul the opi;ralions of I he hosiegers in eveny 
possihle, way, 'riie Santm auKiliaries loo did more harm 
than good, King .Augustus^ who was to havi; fnrnished 
artillery for homharding the town, f;>;e.used himself on tin; 
]j|(;a of want of mein3y, though he Imd just givmi -100,000 
dollar.H for a large green diamoiuh At length, weary of 
saerilieing his troops for foreign interests and eoinpieriiig a 
eountry for an ally who would do nothing for himsitlf, Kre- 
deriidt retired from Moravia, lit; strengthemnl himself 
with the eorps of ohservation .sialiojied under tin; jirims; of 
Anhalt: near Hrandmdnn'g, whieli had iHieonn; useless llntre; 
aiul diviihal his whole loree into two halvi^s, With one 
Ini ordered Sidiwerin and prinee Ditnrieh of Anlnilt to en- 
camp near Ollmfd/., a. posiiion whie.li tlnna; eonnnimders 
wer(i at length ohllged to ipdt liy want of provisions; and 
staliomnl the other hiHweim (he Idlhe and tin; Sussawa in 
the Ihihemian eirelo of Ohrndim, Hnt sin;/* said the 
.Saxon niuu.Hter von Hiilow (o the king at Ins depaitine, 
'‘•'who is there now to put the mown mi my master’s 
head?” — *‘Sir,” repliisl h’nsleriek, drily, ‘mtowiis are not 
to l)e won witlioiit luaivy artillery, and it is (he fault of the 
Saxons themsidves that vve liave not taken Ilrftnn.” 'fhe 
Saxons too now ndired from IMoravia into Hohemia, when; 
they took up tludr (piarters near their own iVoniiers, 

For tour weeks ]‘'rederiek remaineil stationary in Ids new 
eiunp, and thoroughly eonvineed hiins(;lf in that time, that 
Ig; hiuj no support to expeet from the Freneh umlor marsiml 
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lii'oglio wlio wol'c posted not far from him, but that lio 
must dopend solely on his own resources. 'I’lio king longed 
for the (ormination of .such a ciiinjiiugn, and would gladly 
have n.s.scntcd to a reasonable eom|iromiso; but the court of 
Vienna had obtained several advantages over Frederick’s 
allic.s, and made sure of a suecessful i.s.sne to the contest. 
A battle, thcretore, could alont! decide, and for tlii.s an 
ojiporlnnity .soon ])re.sented it.self. 

Prince (Jbarles of Lorraine, brother-in-law of Maria 
Theresa, a bold ilml enterprising commander, accompanied 
by the experienced veteran field-marshal ICiinigseck, ad- 
vanced into Bohemia at the head of an Austrian army, with 
the intention of dislodging the Prussians, whose number he 
estimated at half its real amount, po.ssesaing hinuself of their 
magazines at Podiebrad and Niinburg, aiid tlien wresting 
Prague Irom the Frcncli and (be Bavarian.s. In order to 
anticipate 1dm the king .set himself in motion on the LGlh 
of_May with a con.siderahle advanced guard, and ordered 
prince Leopold to follow slowly witli the main army. Ihit 
whoa lie reached KuUenIntrg, tlio Aii.striaiiH turned aside 
and occupied the town ol (Izaslau, in tlio immediate neigh- 
bourhood ofpriiice Leopold, whom they purposed to attack. 
Without loss of time, tiic prince made die neees.Hary dis- 
positions for their reception. When llie king, after wlioni 
a messenger had been sent, arrived on tho morning of the 
17th, he found tlic two annios drawn up iu order <d' hatlle: 
the troo|)s with tho king lioiug destined to form tins second 
lino and tho reserve of the Pnassian army. 

, , .ground was loleralily favouralile for the latter. 
Ihcir right wing was supported upon the iiiki! of Ozirkwitz, 
and tho left extended to the park of Hehowsilz, wiiieh is 
enolo.soil with a wall, Tho ^nunul wius not ho favoitruhlo 
for the cavalry placed on tho left wing of the Pru.ssinn.s, 
where ravines and mora.ss impeded (heir movement.s) fortu- 
natoly thoy had cavalry opponod (,o (Juan in thiH (luarlor. 
As uic .Prussians liad learned at MoIIwitx, (,(j approciuto Iho 
value of a (lank covering of infantry, linen liattalions were 
posted on the right llaidt in front of tlio cavaii-y of the. 
second lino. The Pru.ssiun force amounted to !10,(')00, llmt 
01 the Austriaias to <|0,()00j hut eiglity-lwo pieces of cniinon 
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0 ojiipGn 5 <iito(l Mio inrnuM* for {\\v.\v iiifoi^inril.y in minOitn’ to 
Lho latter, who wore hut ill proviclod with artilltu'y. 

Tiio haLll(t tunnnuuuuid at (U|i,ht in tlu^ jnorjiing, 'The 
PniHS'iaii cavalry of llui rl|»;ht wiof»; aoon <lrovo that of \hr. 
eiioiuy iVnm tho ll(dd, So ouudi lho nioro uhsliniiU^ \va?t 
tiu? coiiilict with tho roiitro and tlio ri^ld, \yu\y; (d' tlu^ Au.s* 
trian.4. Kuiu^aiujk punhod on with hin wljohj lorri? a)^aiiir.t 
(’hotuHitz, whi(di was inad(M|uatoly orou|>ied by (ho Pnrs- 
aian iiifaiilry roghnonl: of Srhvvorin, Tho cMunuy sot (iro to 
the villaf!;o, and thus forood thoir advorsarios (o ahainlon tho 
phuio, Monnwliilo, tho, Prussian cavalry of tho loft wini:; 
had advanooil too rasldy, disporscjd Iavo .Austrian ro^imonts, 
and out Ilnur way hafdc throu|ijh hotli tln^ oinuny’s linos, 
ihit tho ex|)osuro thus oar.usionod was still tnoro pri^judioial 
to lho .Prussians; and tho shanly atlvainas of tin? supt'rior 
force of tho onoiny wouhl havc^ (iooidod tho cotitost in their 
favotir, had not tho (lanios (d' (Jhotiisitz stopptul tlnun and 
divided thoir operations* Soniotinnjs llu! Prussians drove 
hack tho omuny,at others IVesli inasso.s of Austrians advanced 
to hr(!alc throiiij^h tiuur hsft wing, hut wor(i mot hy a firo of 
nnisk<‘try which made lerrihlo slaughter. 

It was now lu;tw(!(ui nine and Ion ohilock, Tho king 
was ev(U*y whore. wi(h his infantry, animating tho ccjuragt! 
of lho men, ifii now perceived that, by gaining a Inught 
on hitt right wing, ho might fall upon tlio hdV (lank ui' the 
enemy, and imniodialely led thidior lho infantry of the 
right wing, which had as ycd, sulfered notliing, at the cliargo 
step. When tlui Prussian batlalinjis apptaircd upun (Ije 
lieight, and fiftcsjn pituais of cannon In^gjui (,o mow dtnvn 
tho Austrian ranks, whihi the Prussian hdl wing advatus d 
with fresh courage, their advtu'.saries wore dislusirltuied. 
Plying from the PniHsian hayemets, tlieir left wing thnnv 
itself in confusion U|)on tin? riglil; imd, incapahh? of fiirttHU* 
resistanoo on tho luifavonrahio grouml, they hdt behind 
thorn thoir artillery and ammuiiilion-wag(ms,aiMl dispersrsl. 
JOightoon ])icceH of cannon, out? howitzer, two |mir (d'etdonrs, 
and 1^00 prisoners, many of whom w<?r(? taken in lho |)nr- 
suit, wore tho trophies of this tlay. The Atisiriuns left 
about 11000 (load on the (lold, and Itad at least iJOOO wounded. 
The loss of the Prussians amounted to 1 GOO killed, and 
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man, wliou ho has iriotl c.vv.vy thing in l.ho wnihl, gtnnnally 
rotiinis to tho hotlor 

VVhilo priiico ()harh\s of IjtM'raino rallioc! inid nscniforaod 
Ihh army aL Doulsahbroil, ’hh'odoriok, who had r.noainpod at 
KuUonlmrg, rocoivod dOOOfroah Iroopa IVoin Upprr Sihiaia, 
Both particss Inumsod om?h otlnn* for aumo linio, lougin* in 
petty HkirrniHliOH, in which tlu^ ad van! ago wu.m on Bin aitlc. 
of Iho Prufi«ianHj hut Llnrvictory (d’ OIioUihiI/, or (V/aHinn 
virtually put an end to tlio war for tins [><msi\HHinn of Silesia. 

What rredorhdc Imd anticipaUid now took ]da(a‘; llu^ 
prido of Maria Tlnn*osa was hninhiod, and sIhj was no h>ngcr 
averse to peace. He l)irnself longed eanu‘stly for itj lor 
the tronHuroH left him hy his fatln'r \V(u*e roiluciid in 
dollars. Mi.s alliens had pri>V(^d eowaidly tn* periulions. 
The duplicity of tin; I'h’cnch cahiiud, eoiihl not hut convince 
tho king lliat it was in*c(*ssai'y lo (Muisnlt his own inieis'St 
ami to lose no tinuj in cnnclmling peatn*. It was not un- 
known to him that his fiiiildul ally wass(mre(ly negotiating 
with Au.striii, and waiting for an opportmuty In desert 
Prussia; that he was (siideavouring lo briber Hnssia U) peac(^ 
with Prussian Pomerania; and that he was comforting the 
pope with the represenlatinn that he matd he niuler m 
apprehension on account of the su(*cess of iVussia, for 
Prance would know ln)w and when to attack and hmnhhr 
tiui hereticSj as it liud lo exalt (hmin (tndei* these cinuim- 
stance.s, the two ]>lenipotentiaries, Lt)nl llymlforil, tln^ 
JCnglifih ambassador extraordinary at Vicuma, oji the. part 
of Au.slrin, and Podewils tin*. Prussian minist<u\ were iu»t 
long in settling the conditions of the treaty. Having nud. 
at Biuslau, they agnaMl, on ihn 1 Ith (d Mune, 17dii, that the 
cjucen of Hungary should c(ah^ to Prussia (he whole, of 
Upper and Howcjr H^!(^sia ami tho county of (Batx, with the 
exception of the towns of 'iVoppau and Jilgermlorf; that 
Prussia .should jiay 170, 000 dollars, tin* amount of a loan 
from Hnglish merchants to Au.striai (hat Uie eoiiHliLulion 
of the Cntliolie church .should he preserved intact} and that 
.tOnglund, KuHsia, Holland, Bnuiswi(d\, and Saxony should 
bo included in tln.s treaty. 

Immediately after the oxchango of the ratifications, the 
PruasiauH evacuated Jioheiniat part of Ihoir army rolurnod 
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tly’ough Saxony to Brandenburg; the other marched fo 
Silesia to protect the newly acquired province. Frederick 
himself acquainted his troops in the camp of Kutteiiberg 
with the conclusion of peace, making honourable mention 
of Lord Hynclford, who, as a reward for his good services, 
was, at his own request, permitted to quarter dm Prussian 
eagle in his family arms. The king also wrote to Cardinal 
Fleury to justify himself for having concluded this treaty 
without consulting his ally. The whole court of France 
was as if thunderstruck at the news. Some are said to 
have fainted, while the cardinal minister burst into tears, 
In his reply to the king, he says: ^^Your majest}? will now 
be the arbiter of Europe; this is the most glorious part that 
you can ever undertake.^^ 

France did not fail to accuse Frederick of perfidy in 
liaving made a separate peace, though the court of Versailles 
had entered into negotiations for the same purpose; but, 
its plans having been discovered, as wc have seen, by the 
king, he contrived, through tile mediation of England, to 
get the start of his treacherous ally, AccounLs published at 
the time relate that on this point Frederick had (ho most 
positive information, which he derived from the Austrian 
general Pallandt, who was wounded and taken prisoner nt 
the battle of Chotiisilz, The king, wo are told, went to 
see and to cheer the general under his misfortune, In the 
course of conversation, Pallandt assured Frederick that he 
should die happy if he could reconcile his majesty with the 
queen of Hungary, assuring him at the same time that, if 
he continued the war, he would infallibly he ttie dupe of 
France. The king pretended to be incredulous, and said 
that he possessed proofs to the contrary. The general re* 
plied that what he advanced was true, and that he would 
convince the king of it within six days, He immediately 
despatched a courier to Vienna, and lost no time in ap- 
prizing the king of his return. Frederick accordingly 
went again to the general, who put into his hands a letter 
which he begged him to read with attention, The king 
saw with astonishment that it was a letter from cardinal 
Fleury, prime minister of France, to the queen of Hun- 
gary, informing her that the king hismastcr ^vould guaranty 
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inri Moravia, if slic would give up HoJienna 

atid part of Upper Austria to the emperor Charle.s VII 
i' reciencic requested to be allowed to keep this letter u,- 
. lew days, and the general consented. “The cardii, ,1 
talces me for a fool » said the king, on reaching fds ow 
qnaiters, to some of Ins generals, “and incan.s todcsc i mr- 

uloied Poclewds to enter into negotiation with Lord 

him"^ fT- ’ marshal Uroglio informing 

of his victory at Cholusitz in the following terms: I 
am quits with my allies, for my troops have last gained i 
complete victory. It is now your duty to profit by this 
success without delay: if you neglect to do so, you will 
iiave to answer for it to your allies. 1 pray God to have 
you always in his holy keeping.’* 

The style of this letter surprised the Iv/o French nmrshaLv 
mid they were further astonished by the report of an 
it-nghsh courier, who had been taken prisoner at Prague 
and who informed them that at Vienna peace between the 
king of Prussia and the queen of Hungary was considered 
all but concluded, Marsiml Belleisle proceeded forthwith 
to the Prussian camp to ascertain the truth or falsehood of 
these reports. The king frankly told him the exact state 
of the case. « I believe/" said he, « that the treaty to v/hidi 
you allude is as good as concluded. I haves olTered Irrms 
of peace to tli.e queen of Hungaiy, and she accepts tlicni. 
Having therefore gained all that I want, I make peace; and 
every bod}'- else in my situation would do tlm same. If I 
abandon the alliance of the emperor, I am not on that 
acco^pt deserting his interests: hut the queen of Hungary, 
by conceding all that I have demanded, leaves me no pre- 
text for continuing the war."" The marbhal had the 
insolence to reply: Is it possible, sire, that you can <lare 
tp abandon the best of your allies and to deceive so respect- 
able a monarch as the king of France?'"— Frederick eyed 
him with a look of indignant disdain, and put into his hand 
the cardinaPs letter, saying: Ami you sir, do you dare to 
talk to me in this manner?"" Belleisle read the letter, was 
confounded, and retired, secretly cursing the cardinal and 
bis conduct. Such is the story, and I sec no reason to 
floiibt its accuracy. 
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this manner/^ says Frederick, was Silesia unite J 
with Prussia. A two years^ war suITiced to conquer that 
important province. The treasure left by the late king 
was exhausted ; but to buy states at an expense of seven or 
eight millions is a cheap bargain. Collateral circumstances 
greatly favoured the enterprise. It was requisite that 
Prance should be drawn into this war, that Russia shouUl 
be attacked by Sweden, that the Hanoverians and Saxons 
should remain inactive, that the issue of battles shoiiUl 
always be favourable, and that the king of England, an 
enemy to Prussia, should become against his will the tool 
of her aggrandizement. What chiefly contributed to the 
conquest was an army wliich, in the course of twenty-two 
years, had been brought to a wonderful state of discipline, 
and which surpassed every other in Europe, patriotic 
generals, able and incorruptible ministers, and a certain 
portion of good luck.^^ 


CHAPTER XVIIL 

On the 12th of July the king returned to Berlin; on the 
28th of that month the peace was definitively signed, and 
great rejoicings took place in the capital and throughout 
the whole kingdom. It added to Frederick's dominions a 
province comprehending nearly 13,800 square miles, with 
a million and a half of inhabitants, and yielding a revcTuic 
of 3,500,000 dollars. If the king of Prussia Imd reason to 
congratulate himself upon this acquisition, the loss was most 
keenly felt by Maria Theresa. All misfortunes,^^ writes 
Robinson, the English envoy, appear trifling to her in com*' 
parison with the cession of Silesia: she tliinks that the fair- 
est jewel of her crown has been wrested from her. She 
forgets the queen, and, whenever she sees a Silesian, hursts 
into tears like a woman.’’ But while Frederick had increased 
the material elements of his power, ho had augmented 
his moral influence in a still greater proportion l)y his con- 
quest Fieury called him the « arbiter of Europe/’ and 
Walpole, the English minister, wrote to hisma^tcy t)?nt 
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He therefore enjoins the General Directory to which this 
order is addressed, to remind all oillcers to boljave in a 
Christian manner towards the |)casiinls and subjects; other- 
wise, if any misconduct of Hus kind oonuis to his majesty 
knowledge, he will make a rigorous exampio of tlic ullunder; 
for it is as criminal in an ofiicer to drive a suhj(^ct or |)(iasauL 
out of the country as to drive a sc)ldier out of the ranknd’ 
It was only four years since Frederick’s fatluu’ had in 
1738, issued a remarkable niandaf.e forliidding tlu^ barba- 
rous practice of beating tbo people iu a s(NUKlal<Mis manner 
with sticks and whij)S like bruin beusls a fact which, 
coupled with tho order of the young monarch, sliows to 
what deplorable oppression the lower class(‘H iu Drussia 
were subject till near tho middle of the last century. 

But Frederick did not stop there. In June 1748 he 
brderod all sentences in criminal cases to Ixj ftirwardeil to 
him, that the people in the provine<!S miglU. not torment- 
ed at pleasure^ At length, in January 1744, an onlinaiiee 
was issued declaring that every subjcjcl slundd \ h ) al lihcriy 
to submit his grievances and cojuplainls, represenlalions uiul 
petitions, to the king himself, Convinced of the defects of 
the judicial system, he took meus.ureH for expediting pro- 
cesses, and directed Cocceji, the minisler, lo draw up a 
plan fora reform of jusliee, Cocceji found that those de- 
fects arose from the circumstance that llio tribmialH weni 
composed of young, inexp(?rienced, lunl igimrant presidents 
and counsellors, who inul |)urchased their places during the 
late reign; that the civil olliccrs, having very small salaries 
or none at all, were intent on making as nuiel] as tlu^y could 
by fees, and not kept in check by regular visilations; lastly, 
that men of ability would not follow the [»rofessi<in of ad- 
vocates, on account of the obnoxious cosluine aUa<:hed to it, 
and theretore such offices were illlml by mjcdy and uiupijdi- 
fied persons, who sucked tlie very hi(M)(l mit'of the iHn)j)le, 
The objections raised by Arniin Ihcti minister of justice, 
and the war which soon afterwards liiokn out, agahi pre- 
vented the king from attending for a time lo this iniiUer, 
From Aix la Chapolle, h’redericdc wi?nl hiick t(* Silesia, 
which province he thenceforward visited frerpumily and 
traversed in all directions. On reluniiiig from llieso exour- 
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resided sometimes at Charlottenburg, at otliers at 
Potsdam, or even at Rheinsberg. He cave encon f 

to artists and manufacturers to settle iiUiis dominions and 
nti^of«n - ^ work published at a later perioJ S Se 
1 1 e of « H, story of my Time.” The new operLTduL » 
liciliii \yas opened 5 dancers were brought from France 
singijrs from Italy, and they were paid royally, but not nro’ 
fusely. Exorbitant demands he rejected, saying- « Wlnt I 

«opTo"!-“ r '7 “5 1 .toftcSVt 

my people. I bus he dismissed Potier, the ballet-imstfer 
because he had conducted himself in a rude Jnd insolent 
mannei towards the direcfoj’s of the opera. With this nnn 
a demoiselle Roland, an admirable dancer, was so intimateiv 
connected, that she too quitted Berlin. The kinir snared 

recall Potmr on her account In an article which Frede- 
r clc himse f wrote on this subject for the Berlin papers he 
observes; « Without inquiring here what was the'^i^atuie df 
the connexion between demoi.selle Roland and Potier it 
was loiind impracticable to separate them; so that there 
would be no other way to regain one of the greatest dancers 
in Europe, but by burdening one’s self at the same time 
with the most egregious fool and the rudest clown that 

without alloy, no rose without thorns.” ^ 

hrcdcnck expended also considerable sums on public 

”''"1 of their architecture 

that the eye dwells with pleasure, even at the present dav 
on those structures. He instituted a board of architecture’ 
lieautifiec the park, established an office for maps and als’ 
and purchasal at a high price the late cardind PoligilaS 
collection of antiquities, statues, vases, and implements 
which were deposited at CharloUeiiburg. This^vaTuable 
collection was earned off in 1760 by the Russians when 
hey plundered that palace. He had f.g-treriind viies 
brought from Marseille.s, to be cultivated in the extensive 
gardens of the same palace. Frugal in all things, he united 
with economy a digmty truly royal, and on pubfe occasions 
was not sparing of any suitable expense. To awaken do- 
mestiG induslry, to increase the productions of the soil, to 
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promote the manufaclurc of raw niuiorlal.H, aiul to ka(ip 
specie in the country, were the ohjectH of his most particular 
attention; his grinul aim hein^ to roiuler his <lominionH as 
independent of foreign states as possilih? in regard to the 
supply of their wants, To this end, he invited industrious 
colonists and artisans, especially silk spinners and wtnivers, 
to settle in his domhuons; (mcouriiging llli^ pro<iucLion of 
silk in the country, by promhittis, and dirticling inulherry 
trees to bo i)lanLed hy i\w road-sides, in church-yards, and 
waste pieces of ground, Kor the hemdit of coinmemi Ijo 
regulated river navigation, and facilitated the connmniication 
botvvocji lh(! dilleiHMit proviiuu^s of the Icingtlom hy nutans 
of canals, d'he canal of Plauen, constructed in tin', first 
years of his reign for connecting tlie kllho and the Oder, 
was finished in i7dfi, ami the execution of an ohl plan for 
a conimunicalion between the Oder and Havel was begun 
in and coin))leied hy the. Finow canal in l7'Uh 

Some of the king's regulations, it is trim, wovo more ac- 
cordant with the H[)irit of his tiimi than that of the present 
age, He forbade, for instance, young geullenum of wealthy 
families to travel in fondgu couutrie.s without liis special 
permission, on the gronml that in exchange for the money 
which they spent abroad they brought hack nothing hut 
follies and vices, ami that Prussia contained within itself 
ahumlant mean>s of instruction. Agreeably to the princi- 
ples then adopted by all states and nations, checks w(?re 
imposed upon the commercij with otlier countries, His 
incessant OlTorts to pronmte the general widfari^, neverlhc- 
loss, ricldy entitled him to the enviahh^ (h\signation of fa- 
ther of his country. 

These his pacific labours werii crownml hy an indefiili- 
gable cnltivalion of the arts and sciences, and his <ixainhh^ 
in this respect operatisl upon those imnusliately ahoiiL Ins 
person. 1 bus, in 17-H, marshal count Schniettaii and count 
llorck, the minister, formed a plan for a literary .siieiidy to 
meet alternately in their lumst^s. Jordan and liieleleld 
sought to enrol in it members of corre.sponding simtiimmls. 
The king soon declareil himself tim palnm of tins society, 
assigmal to it hamlsonm aparlrnents in the palaci*, and 
brought about the incorporation of tlio ohl Academy with 
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n ^ r® *"®titution, called the Academy of Sciences and 
Belles Lettres, consisted of ordinary members, to whose 
appointment a salary was attached, and honorary, who were 
persons holding high offices of state. MaupertLiis became 
Its president in 1746. Of the Academy, the king himself 
was an active member. Many of his productions— papers 
on tlie history of his country, on the influence of religion, 
manners and customs, on the progress of his nation in arts 
and sciences, on forms of government, on the laws, and va- 
rious other subjects— were read before the Academy. He 
exercised a still greater influence over it by the scrupulous 
selection of new members. The Academy itself was di- 
vided into four classes. Physics, mathematics, speculative 
p ulosopliy, and philology, had each six ordinary members, 
its memoirs were piiblishetl annually; it proposetl prize- 
questions, and rewarded the best essay with a medal of the 
value ol fifty ducats on the anniversary of its foundation, 
the 23d of January, 1744. Though most of the members 
were Oermans, yet all papers to be read before it were re- 
quired to be written in Frencli. This anomaly is undoubt- 
edly to bo ascribed to Frederick’s influence; still it cannot 
be denied that this institution laboured assiduously in thp 
cultivation of science, and contributed extensively to the 
enlightenment and instruction of the Prussian nation. The 
pimcipal source of the income of the society consisted in 
the exclusive sale of the almanacs; and through this chan- 
nel it had the means of operating upon all classes of the 
population. 

VVhile thus promoting the arts of peace, the king took 
good care to strengthen his newly-acquired provinces, to 
au^ient his army, and to be prepared for any contingency, 

1 fortifications of Glogau, Brieg, Neisse, Kosel, 

and Glatz, were repaired and strengthened: and magazines 
•were established in those fortresses. The engineers had 
every where to follow the designs of the king; and in 1743 
he laid, Avith his own hand, the foundation stone of Fort 
f loussen at Neisse, on a spot where he had himself placed 
Bic first battery against the town in the camjiaign of 1741. 
Ulatz was raised by new works to the rank of one of the 
))rincipal fortresses of the kiiijgdom. In extending Ihe 
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fortifications of the place, there were found the statues of 
two saints, Nepomuck, the patron-saint of Boliemia, and 
Florian, a protector from fire, 'I’liey were holh ]>reserved 
till the king came to Glatz, and ho was then asked wliat 
should he done with them. ‘^Florian/’ he replied, 
serviceable against fire, but he does not interest me: hut 
we must pay some respect to the patron of Holiemia.’^ 
The statue of the latter was accordingly placed on tin? top- 
most platform of the round lower in the works of (ilatz. 
At Frcderick^s next visit lie perceived Unit tlie saint’s lace 
was turned towards Silesia, and observed, with a smile, 
that this was not right, and that lie ought to turn it to- 
wards tlie country which belonged to him by right, The 
king’s suggestion was accordingly coni|)lied with, Kosel, 
in Upper Silesia, liithorto unfortified, was likewise sur- 
rounded with strong works, which served to render the 
frontiers towards Austria more secure. 

The force of the regiments was increased one-lliirdj se- 
veral new regiments of cavalry were raised in Silesia, and 
the king was ])iii'ticularly solicitous to infuse a lietler spirit 
into this branch of the service, wlucli, undervalued by Ins 
father and the old Ucssauer, had lost its former reputation, 
Tims, ho availed liimself of the short jieriod of inactivity 
after the battle of Molhvitz, to teach his cavalry to niameu- 
vre, and to ac(|uiro greiitor rapiility in their movements, 
lie contimiod to pursue the same course during the peace, 
and in 1744 gave the ofiiuers rijgu la lions, in wliicli appears 
this classic injunction; <^The king hereby forbids all of- 
ficers of cavalry, uiion pain of being liroke witli ignominy, 
over to sufler themselves to be a Hacked in any action by 
the enemy: tbo Prussians, on Iluj contrary, must always 
attack liim,’’ In maiueuvres, be never consiileri'd any 
cavalry attack brisk enough, unless im was sprinkltal with 
the foam of the Jiorses wlien he cried Hall!” Py his ex- 
ertions his army, which, at the dentil of his father, amounted 
to no more than 7fi,0(K) men, was increaseil in four years 
to li>0,()00; and, well aware that iijion this ilepended the 
safety of Ids country, he strove to give It the highest ile- 
gree of perfection, Noiwitlislanding all these ox])ensiYO 
arrangomenl.s, Frederick contrived, in the ajiaou of twq 
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ycai’s, to vepleiiisli his empty coffers, and to place IninSclf 
)n n condition to carry on, with lu’s own means, any war 
ipto which he might be forced, without requiring sacrifices 
ii'om his country, or soliciting foreign aid. 

Wliile thus pcrfonnitig the duties of a sovereign at lionie, 
10 kept an attentive eye on the political horizon. Since 
he seceded from the alliance against Austria, that power 
had gained considerable miiitnry'advanlages. The French 
ni-niy in Bohemia, under the marshals Jlroglio and Jicllci.sle, 
was obliged to retreat from Prague, where it was nearly 
lamishcd; favoured by night and fog it slipped away at 
last, leaving behind a garrison of about a thousand invalid.s, 
which soon capitulated, and was allowed to march off to 
l!.igcr. The Austrians were now at liberty to direct all 
their efforts against Bavaria; and the day after the elector 
was crowned emperor, as Charles VII., they took posses- 
sion of his capital, Munich; which, however, lie recovered 
with the aid of field-marshal count Scckcndorf, This was 
tiiG SftniG oflicGi’ wlioni vvg liftvcs seen exorcising extr^ordi- 
miiy infiiienco over Frederick William I. and the court of 
.1 russia, in the quality of ambassador in Berlin from the. 
emperor Charles VI. On his recall from Berlin, he was 
employed in the war against the Turks, but with such ill 
success that, on a charge ol treachery, he was sent, in con- 
Jinomcnt, to the fortre.ss of Crittz. On his release, after the 
(loath of the emperor, ho entered into the Bavarian .service. 
On the 9th of May, 17-12, prince Cliarles of jjorraine de- 
l^oatcd part of the Bavarian army at Simpach, and Cliarles 
VII. was a second time oliliged to leave his capital. Hi.s 
dominions again fell into the hands of the Austrians, and 
as Charles had made the Bohemians take the oath of alle- 
giance to him at Prague, Maria Theresa revenged her.scif 
by requiring his suhjccts lo do the .same to her at Miinich, 
Meanwhile, Fiiiglaiul, in rcscntinonl for the succours af* 
forded by b ranee to the Spaniards, with whom she was at 
war, resolved to give active assistance to Austria against 
I' r.anco. George II, formed an alliance in behalf of the 
Iragmatic Sanction with the republic of tlio United Ne- 
therlands, where, in the autumn of 17-12, a pragmatic army, 
as it was called, of 50,000 men was colloctcd. TJio kiii^g 
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of England took the command of it in ]icrson, and, in Feb- 
ruary, 1743, led it, in apitc of all the protestations of Fre- 
derick and of the emperor, through Juliers ami (Jologno to 
the Mnyn, for the purpose of eirecting a junction with 
prince Charles of IjOi*raina. Here, liowever, Ikj was met 
by a French army of 00,000 men, unden* marshal do No- 
allies, at Dottingem The French conimenced Urn attack. 
The king ntlvanced to reconnoitre the enemy, \vheu Ids 
horse, H’lghtcncd at the cannonade, run a\y!iy, and had 
nearly carried him into the enemy lines hclore oni*, of his 
altondants could stop him. Ills majesty then dismounted, 
and fought on foot at the head of his Hanoverians. Draw- 
ing his sword, and throwing himself into the attiUido of a 
fen (sing- in aster, ho continued to expose himselt without 
flinching to the (ire of the French. The duke oi Cumber- 
land, at the head of the guards, not only exhibited proofs 
of that valour whicli has never been denied him, hut also 
displayed a humanily which lie had not the rejiutation of 
possessing. Having received a won ml, he would not allow 
the surgeon to dross it till he had attended to a French pri- 
soner who had suflered more severely than himself, say- 
ing: is in a worse stale than I am, and may not be 

able to obtain that assistance winch I am sure to <lo.'’ On 
this occasion the Honourable Mr, Townsheml (afterwards 
marquis Townshend) commenced his military career, wlien 
very young, as ensign in the guards. It happened that 
during the engagement a can non'- ball killed a dnimmer 
near him, and scattered bis brains in every direction, 
TovvnshciuPs eyes were fixed upon the gluistly oliject, ami 
it seemed wholly to engross Ids tliouglUs. A superior of- 
liccr observing liim, imagined that the novice was intimi- 
dated by the sight, ami accosted him in language iiileiulcd 
to cheer his spirits, replied the youth, am not 

frightened; 1 am only jnizj^Ied to inako out how a fellow 
with such a quantity of brains came to ho here,^^ 

The French, owing to llieir own impetuosity, were <lo- 
fcatod with the lossof /jOOO men, ami obliged to rej)aHS llie 
Mayn, with precii)iiation, 't'he lung pursued them across 
the Rhine, which prince Charles had already passed at the 
liead of the Austrians. Frederick, in the History of his 
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own Time, fmnkly admits that ‘Hlie victory of lloltingcn 
gave by no means as much pleasiii’c to the king of Prussui 
as it did to the king of Idngland.^’ Noailles, after his de- 
feat, went to confer with the einperor, who, without terri- 
tories, without hojjo, and oven without resources for Ins 
sul)si3(encc, ha(l sought refuge at l^'rankfurt, and gayc^ lum 
a letter of credit for 40,000 crowns, which was thanlcfully 
received. 

In September, Kngland, Iloliand, and Austria concluded 
a treaty of alliance at Worms, to which Sardinia and Saxony 
afterwards accjcded, and George 11. wrote significanLly to 
Maria Theresa, “Madam, that which is worth taking is 
worth retaking/^ The lelLcr fell into the hands of Frede** 
rick, who was already upon his guard. The emperor sued 
for peace, and Francti olfered to evacuate (iermany, if the 
queen of Hungary would restoias his hereditary domini(nis 
to that prince; hut she lumglUily replied that slui shouUI 
keep them as a compensation for Silesia. The treaty of 
Worms guarantied W\o .slahus (/no the object of 

the allies was therefore suniciently numifesl:, and the inten- 
tion to wrest Sil(‘sia Iroin the king of Prussia was clearly 
expressed. Under tlu^se circumstances, the court of Praiu^J 
resol veil to sound 1 redtudek, and to ascertain whether he 
was clispomul (o join i(, apjiiinHl; vVn.sIriii iiiul lior allie.s. It 
wns thought lliat Voll.airis, owing In hia infUiniKu; with Frc* 
(lorick, would ho tho I'ltloat poraon to aiuuinipliHli tins oh- 
ject, aiul ae.fiordingly, towards tho ond of that ro- 

Jiownod Writer ap|)(;arod in Horiin in tho (hiini-ollicial (ta- 
paoity_ ol’ n diplonnitisL. ()(’ Ids abilities in that olmraotor 
tho king spoaks rsthor contoinptuniisly. « llo hiul sonio 
patrons at Vorsnilhis, and thnnglit this a sidlioiont reason 
Jbr giving hinisoll' iho airs of a negntintnr. llis hrilliaut 
iinagination ran riot in the vast field of pnlilies. Ho hi'ought 
with him no crodoidiids, and Ids mission turned onl, a mere 
uirnc, a pleasantry,” 

Ihit though the king liud ho menu an opinion of Vollairu’s 
lalonta lor hiisino.s8, yot, whoa his eoming was first propo,sed, 
ho gave idm Iho warmest invitation toHorlin. Tim account 
of this visit from tho jmii of V^dlairo liimsolf, though in- 
ncouraU) in many of tlic dotiuls^ and written ut a time when 

VOIo II. — 11 
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he entertained extreme i]l.^vin toxvards the ting of Prussia, 
IS very amusing. He tells us that, as it was necessary to 

assign some pretext for leaving France just then, he nttri- 

biUed his dejiarture to a quarrel with the ex-bishoi) ofMire- 
the office of ministre cle la feuille des 
OinC^ces, and who liacl persuaded the king to refuse his atr- 
proval of Voltaire’s election to the place in the French 
Academy vacant by the death of cardinal Fleury. Louis 
A V. approved of this expedient. « I wrote in consequence 
to the lung of Prussia,” continues Voltaire, “that I cdithl 
no longer endure the persecutions ofthisTheatin [the bishop 
ad been a monk of tliat order] and that I should take refuge 
under the protection of a philosophical sovereign, out of 

acLltr ' ®“°h a bigot. As this prelate urns 

accustomed to sign ‘Lane. eveq. dc Mirepoix,’ and his 
hand-writing was very illegible, we used to read IJana 

fKr.^ • ’f for L’ancicn. This was a fertile 

theme fm- jokes, and never was negotiation more gay. The 
of Prussia, who was never better jileased tlian to laugh 
at courtier monks and prelates, poured forth a deluge ofsar- 

^"treated me to 

come to him I ook good care to show my letters and hi.s 
answers so that the affair reached the ears of the bisliop. 
He went and complained of me to Louis XV. because, as ho 
said, I made him. pass for a fool at foreign courts. TJie king 

1 •" oot at all con- 

^ struck me as extraorcli- 

“t the same time to 

vengc myself on a bishop who had excluded me from the 
Academy, to make a most agreeable journey, and to nut 
s^Tte^ ^ of rendering service to the king and the 

^ the king gave me a lodging 

in lus palace, as he had clone on my former visits, Pie led 

to the throne. He rose at live in summer and six in winter 
If you wish to learn what were the ceremonies of therovai 
lever wherein consisted the right of the grande and mlile 
enirSe, what were the duties of his grand almoner, hifhigh 
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(ihambcrlrtin, his first fj;oiUleman of Uio bcthchainhor, his 
pagos, 1 will toll 3 M)U that a sioglo ibolniao camo U) light his 
fire, to drass, ainl to shavo him: imicod ho drossod himsolf, 
almost witlH)iiL assistanao, .His hod-room was liaiidstiino: a 
rich haliisirado ofsilvor docnratod witii wclUi^xcuaitcal (Uipids 
of the same motal^ scomod to guard a Ixal, th(i onrlains of 
which wore socix, Jhit holiincl Iho curtains was a 

library iiisUsiid of a hod; wldlo the king* slejpt on a wndohed 
trucklohed with a .small mattress jilaccd hchijid a scream in 
one corner of lh(i room* 

^<Tho king^s prime niinislnr now arrived by th^^ hack 
stairs with a great handle of papers under his ann. 33ns 
prime minisUa* was a cloi‘k» wim lodged in Uni seetond iliHK’ 
o| the house of Kredeu’sdorf, a soldim* who had becomo Ins 
valet-(le-(diamhre and lavouriU^, having hirmcl'ly aUmuled 
the king when ho was jirisoiun* at Oitslrtn, ^’InTseendarie'S 
of state .soul: all their desjmtehes to this clerk, | in realitv llin 
king's chief .secretary] who inad(? (jxiraeis from thiun. ''Idas 
king h.'ul the answers to tluun writtenun tlie margin in very 
tow words, M'lnis all the a (lairs of the wlude kingd<im were 
.soon despaUduid* 3'lie stjendarie.s of state, or (>tljer minis- 
ters, vmy rarely had audiema^s ofilic king: theni wercisomn 
ot them, imhuid, to wlmin ho hud never spokmi, II is father 
had introdiiecal suc.li risgulai'ity into (lu', fuiauces, Jiveiy Ihing 
was done with such mililaiy exactness, and tl)(^ oiiedieucn 
toordm’S was ho iinlimiteif, that four luinrtred huignes of 
country were as easily managed as Iho eslale of un afibey, 

^^Ahout <deven, ihv. king, in his hoofs, rtivitnveal Ids n'gi- 
ment of gnavils in his garden; and at llu^ same hour all Ihe- 
coloiicls dhl iho sanu^ all ovtir the kingdom, Afitu* tin*, 
parade he dined; his brothers, the gjcnm’al ofliaers, and one 
or two of Ids cliandan’Iains, dined with him. 'riie dinner 
wa.s as good as it could ht^ in a tuninlry werix lliero is md- 
ther game, nor tolm‘ahlt! hutclim*'s uKsit, and wlM?reall thn 
(lour must he hrouglil; from Magdehnrg. 

After dinner, the king rclired ahum (o his eiddnet and 
wrote vers(^s till (Urn ur .six o'chM-k. A t lluit lumis a young 
man, niinaxl JVArget,''* who had been secret ary tn Vniori, 

Mlcrn Voluiro k iniuioiimte; D^Argol was not in tlm kinir's Rcrvinn 
till nllor lla) Hctsond SjIobIuh war. 
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Iho French envo}'', came and read to Inin. At neveii com- 
menced Die concert, at which (he kinii;; perfornuHl on the 
llutc as ably as Urn tirst prolessioiial musician, The music 
execnlcd was also ]Ver|miiil.!y of the kind’s coin[)().sllion, fer 
there was no art hut what lui cullival.iul,’^ 

As u contrast to the simplicily of hh’ederic.kkn ordinary 
life, Voltaire |>;ives a maguinceul acconni, of his splendour 
on state occasions. 

‘^Tho kin^, when Ik^ wtmt to .Htn’lin, exiuhiliul great 
inagniliccnce on days of puhih* (?ereinony. It was a lino 
sight for vain men, dial is to say for almost (lie whole 
world, 1.0 see iiini at (able, siirroimded by twenty iirinces of 
the empire, ilining oil tlie most beautiful gold plat(^ in JOn- 
roj)o, and attemhsd by thirtj' handsonuj jiagc^s and as many 
Ileyducs, superbly dressisl, carrying large dislies of massive 
gold. On these ociuisions, and on these alom;, tlie gnad: 
ollicers ol the crown made tlunr appearanci?, Afler llu^so 
entertaiinnenls, tlie court n'eiit to llu^ optu'a in the grisit 
Iniiulred feet long, I milt h}^ Knohedsdorf, one 
ol TVederick's chamberlains, witliout the assisliuice* of an 
architect'. 'I be mostadmirabh? singers and the best daucovs 
were at tliis time in (he pay of tlie king of Prussia/^ 

^ Voltaire dwells with great «elf-com])laconcy on Iiis m^go- 
tiation and its rcsulls, having evidently a mucli liigli(?r 
opiinon ol Jils dij)lonialic powers (lian liis royal liost,- — 
''^AniUlsl fetes, operas, and sn|)|K,irs,^’ ho says, ^‘iny seeriit 
negotiation advanced, 'riie king allowc'd me (o sja^ak to 
bun on all suhjecls, and I ollen mingled (jiicstions relative 
to Trance and Austria, in lumviirsations on the /I'huud or 
semetinies hecamo excited, and (lien lie 
told me that, as long as tlie court oi“ France (MJiilinuod (o 
knock at every door in oj'dor to obtain pcaci*, ho would 
never go to war in its favour. I sent lo him my irllis'tions 
on the snhjecl. written on one side of a sli(‘et of paper. .] |e 
answered on the other sick? my bold n’lnarks, in which I 
said: ^Un you doubt that the house of Auslria will d(!mmid 
the restitution of Silesia on the lirst o|)porlimi(y ?* Jlis 
answer to this ipie.stioin written on iho margin, was; 

IIh ficrmil irrii, lliriln, 

A iu ()(< (Inrlaiji, inan naif 
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This negotiation of an entirely new kiiul eoncliKled by a 
tirade from the king of Prussia, in one of his nionienlH of 
irritation against his dmr the king of England. — 

These two sovereigns disliked one another. The king ol‘ 
Prussia used to say, ^George is Prtaleriek’s uiudo, but 
George is not the king of Prnssiids unnle,^ At Inst lie said 
to me, <Let Pranoe declare war against lOnglatuI, and / will 
march. ^ This was all I wanted. 1 returmal as S|)e(utily as 
possililo to the court of France, to inako my report. I gave 
some hopes which I had heon led to entertain in Berlin aiul 
which did not prove deliuslvo. The following spring the 
king of Prussia made a fresh treaty with France and ad- 
vanced into Bohemia with 100, 000 inon,*^ 

In the middl(5 of February J 7^14, count Seckendorf ar- 
rived in Berlin as envoy from the unrortunahi (Hilaries VJ I,, 
and found the king most favourably <lisi)osetl towards that 
prince, Frederick was alike anxious to etllect a g<m(*ral 
peace, to snjiport the new head of the (nnpiro in ids dignity, 
and to maintain the liberty and indeponthince of the German 
princes and his own inlluence in the a (fairs of tim empire. 
To this end, ho conceived the idea of founding a G<‘rinaiii(j 
CxOnfederation — an idea sidwtapiently carried into oJlect by 
Napoleon, in the cmdediu’ation of the lihino — powerful 
enough to defend the intijrosls of its nuuntiers against tho 
preponderant power of A.ustria, With this olijoct, ho took 
a journey in the ompircf, upon preUsxt of visiting Pynnont 
for tho honefitof the waters; lint tln^ (hu'iuan prlm-cs woidd 
not furnish soldiers for slaughter without being paid for 
them, and the finances of Franco wore too low to aMlird 
them subsidies. <^No mom^y, no (im'inau prinees!^’ 
exclaimed, He felt that in tho ensuing Hlnig|!;le> with 
Austria he should have to d(‘pt*nd alino.st enlinily on him- 
self. Importuned forsnciUHir by (’liarles VI 1., ho conehuhsl 
on the 22nd of May 17 14, a union at Frankfurt wilh him 
and also witli tho kiiigof Swislon aselecinrof Hesse Oassel, 
^^for the purpose of restoring to ( i(trminiy its lih<‘i'ty, to the 
omperorhivS dignity, anil peaite lo J•;urop(^’^ /\ si*cond treaty 
with Gharles VIL, related to the compiesL and parlitiun of 
Bohemia. 
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Ulc inal I- leury vva,s dea(l,a.ul the reign of ini.stro,s.se,M, witl, 
a I Us ni i’igucs and eontradidion.s luui eonwneneed ! 
s a c had no govci’ning liead. .Frederiek wa.s weli aware 

the lioncli aniha.ssador. Meing at the opera, wlii’i-e tlio 
curtain was drawn up a little so as to .show the legs of son ^ 
I'rench danonrs, wlio wore cniting Mndr (•aner.s lh<« l< 1 
turned towards the .l<:ngli.sh anihas.l;.dor who .sat‘ near Iniif 
and said in a whisper, but loud enoiigh to be heard hv the 
ambassador ol Franco: “J-ook therei-whata i.erfoct iinaae 
T™* ' ministry ! all log.s and no head T’ ^ ' 

btill lM’an«c wa,s the only power whose allianeo eo.ild bo 

sni'h »<!(.!;t>liato wieees.sfnily ivith 

Mil, a ministry was no easy task. The king .soleeteil eonii 
.Uotheiiburg for ],,« mov ambassador to Farm, ivho, haviiw’ 
boon himself 111 the French service, and having rehilives in 
tlic iiourt ol Vcrsaillo.s, was best ac(|iiaintod wkh Vhe sialo 
of thmg.s tliero. He resolved, however, to nut to (he lesi 
the count s qualifioatioiis for that post, Fr(> loriek (here 
fore, sent for him, and lussuming the i.art of i „ Fr^ 
minister, ho raised all sorts of diiliculties and cotinler-'irgu 
ments agaiiisthis own overtnro.s, without .sparing hin’iseinn 

s r n all that ho advanced wi(h 

siioh ability that the king at length .said; “If you sneak as 

of !suoS'""‘ you caiinot fail 

nohlr lloUionbiirg carried his 

point. 1 lanco armed alrcwh, and on the .G(h iif .lune 17 -m 

'•‘I nculy .iiid ol coiir-sc the more a(’cc.ssible to llio liribiJ 
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of EnglaiKl. Tlio cmjjrcs.s liac! a personal antipathy to Erc- 
dorick, ami tlie court naturally i)arlieipate(l in that feeling. 
Ho ncverthcle.ss ennlrivetl to gain a parly tliere, l»y hringing 
about a union hetwoeii Peter, the heir to the throne, and 
the ju-ineess Catlicrinu of Anhalt-Ziirlist,— afterwards the 
empress Catherine — wliose father was then ageinjral in the 
Prussian service, and zealoiKsly devoted to the interests of 
the king. 

Ueforc Ihc sword was drawn, the extiiietion of tlie linoof 
the princes of JSnst Friesland afforded Frederick occasion 
to add that country to his <lomiidon.s, the reversion of it 
having been grantcsl by the emperor to his grandfather in 
Ufigardless of the remonstrances and protests of the 
house of Hanover, ho (dioso the shorte.st way to irnt hijiiself 
in possession of his right; sending his trooiwlo tuk(! posses- 
sion ol it, on the Isl of .Inno, and receiving theoatli of alle- 
giance from the inhaliitants. 


CirAP'I’IOii XIX. 

Trin Austrians niiiler prince, Charles of Lorraine, ivhoni 
wo elt on the ithine, wmsi ))rej»aring to followup their nd- 
yantagos and to .seek tlie k'niindi, when their operations in 
ttis miaiaer were .suddenly sn.spenihal, and iheir ariny was 

localled to Hohoniia. 'I’lns I'Vederiek deemed the 

mo.st .suitahlo lor renewing tlie ivar. J le ealenlated that the 
1 icnch would closely lollow the rclrealing Au.sd-ianN mnl 
provent Iheiu Ironi being lroiilde.}ionie to him in lloheinia 
Another 1- ranch army was to enter Wesiplndi,, .md p, ,,ov(>r 
him against Hanover. Tliis plan could not fail of sncce.ss, 
il Ins allies did (heir duty. ’ 

On tho loth of Angiist IVM, (he foreign iimlmssailors 
wnio upjn'ized in a priniod iinmifesio of the reasons which 
delermiiHul the king to hasten to tiio succour id’ the enineiw 
and on tho mtli lie set out to join the army, which 1( 0 ood 
slaxing, marchod in lliree cil'lnmiis i.pin^llolici./in, lle.W 
dosigiiatecl in the miimfosto ns iiiiperiiil nnxiiimu'.s. One 
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column was led by the king himseir through Saxony to Iho 
left bank of the Elbe; the second by the hereditary prince 
of Anhalt through Lusatia; the tliircl by marshal Schwerin 
from Silesia through Braunau. The old prince of Anhalt 
covered the electorate, and general Marwitz Upi^cr Silesia. 
A passage through Saxony, if the king had applied for it, 
would of course have been refused him; he forbore there- 
fore to demand it, and marched direct for Pirna, where lie 
was joined by the regiments from Magdeburg; and lu) was 
highly amused with the show of resistance made hero and 


there by the Saxon government. His troops observed ex- 
cellent discipline, paid for every thing with ready money, 
and obtained supplies in greater abundance than they needed. 

Zieten, with the life-hussars, preceded the royal column. 
He found Bohemia stripped of troops; and it was from the 
cavalry regiment of Esterhazy alone that iic had to encoun- 
ter any serious resistance: but the lukssars fell upon it with 
such impetuosity that few escaped. Tho splendid std>rc- 
tashes of the enemy excited the cupidity of tho hussars; the 
lives of their owners were sacriliccd, and ]jroscntly the 
gi eater pai t of the Zieten hussars wore decorated with tlicse 
coveted sjmils of the Esterhazy horse. 

On tlie 2d of September, the Prussian army was collected 
before Prague, but the city could not be immediately at- 
tacked for the want of heavy artillery, which liad hcen do- 
yialched from Saxony up tho Elbe, and liad not yet arrived, 
ine Austrian general Balhiany was hastily summoned from 
Havana to cover the Bohemian cajiitai, and six thousand 
menAvere constantly employed on the forttficalion.s; while 
the whole langdom held solemn fasts, and prayed Troaveii 
to pour out the vial of its wrath upon the hcrotio ki.^! 
Frederick, on his part, sent oil' with all pos.silile .seereey a 

m Httthinny’H gr.mul 
magazine at Beraiin; but the design got wind, aiul Ha k 
found the enemy prepared for liis eoinhig. He hScros'^ o 
the bridge near the town and forced one of the gates, when 
he perceived two bodies of cavalry advancing hMiUu^ him 

Hetp f ^ " neigbljouring licidil’ 

Here, forming his troops into a square, ho rm leS ^ e 

enemy, and returned honourably, Umugh without cxccutiig 
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liis crraiidj to tho iu)a(I-(|iiiif((irs, wliilo Batliiaiiy removed 

Ids magazines to rilseii, where they were' more seeiirc 

Frederick liad afterwards cause to lament that he had not 
cmjdoyed all his force to prevent this operalion. 

A t length the heavy artillery arrived hefore Prague, and, 
on the mill of Septemher, the Prussians opened the trenches 
in three diil'erent places. Schwerin commanded the siege, 
under the immediate orders of the king. On the liith, he 
stormed fort Ziska in open day, and took two reilouhts in 
the roar of it, which the French htid thrown up ami italled 
Swallow Nests, A fatal accident imhittered this .suceess. 
The king, accompanied hy several olliccns, had (piitted the 
Irciiehcs near Ihibonelz to observe Schwerin’s atUiclc. Tlio 
lunnher of persons at this .sjmt attracted the notice of the 
enemy, who directed their gims agaimit it, and a hall killed 
at the king’s side prinee Albert Frederick of llrandenlmrg- 
Schwedt, who had commanded the jirecmling night in the 
approaches as maJor-generuO/«, /««?•, and had dislingnished 
liini.sell in the battle ol .Motlwilz, Frederick was deejily 
aflecled, amt wrote to the chief gouvcrnanle, Madame do 
Giuna.s, to a(;([naint his mother as delicately as pos.sihle with 
this I0S.S. 

In the following day.s, the Prn.ssians kept np siuih a heavy 
lire (rom their well-manned batteries as to do great injury 
to the ramjiarl.s, to si't iho ^^'aler-mi[l on lire, I.e demoli.sh 
many lionse.s, and to destroy the sluices ef the Muhin, '.I'lic 
vvalor Was uow so low, that it might he liu'dial niiv where, 
and the city stormed oil this side,' which had neither wall 
nor ramparts. In an attack made mi the l lth, upmi three 
liasti(m.s at once, a vohmiccr, David Krniil, of .Magdeliiirg, 
a iirivale in the regiment of llrunswick-Jlevercii, was (he 
fir.sl to mount one of (he hastioii.s, where, after he had fired 
all his hall-cartridge.s, he ilefeinled himself with the iiworil 
till his comrades followed liim and took the work. To re- 
waril this lieroie (Iced, the king net only onlered the mail 
to he entertained in his imiferm of private at the table of 
tlie marshals, Init niiide him a liamLsonie pre.seiil, eiinohled 
him by thii niuno ot .Kraiil voii Zisknlnirg, and promoted 
him to a lieutenancy in iho greinidicr hnllalion of Jlyia, 

I ho succe.sslul issue tif this a.s.simlt v,oiivuiced Ogilvieimd 
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count Harseli, the coinmaiiclants of Prague, that a longer 
defence was impracticable. Tliey resolved to capitulate, 
and on the IGlh surrendered themselves prisoners of war, 
witli the whole garrison, amounting to 12,000 men. Thi.s 
conquest cost the Prussians onlj^ forty killed and about the 
same number wounded. 

An Austrian officer, named Lentuhis, who then held no 
higher commission than that of captain, filled with generous 
indignation at finding himself a jirisoner with his company, 
irqke his sword. The king of Prussia, pleased with this 
action, invited him frequently to his table, and would liaVc 
taken him at once into his service; but it was not till the 
conclusion of the peace that Leiituliis could be iircvnilcd 
upon to accept tlieking’soflbrsj and he became in the sequel 
one of Frederick’s distinguished generals. 

The Prussian army advanced without further los.s of tinio. 

September and the 2nd of October, 
Genera Nassau took the towns of Tabor, IJudweis, and 
Fiaueiiberg without much difficulty. It was by the ad vice 

Bavii-ln ^ diis operation the communication willi 

l>«t the consequences were 

takenadifT<»i-(»nff'”.^r.”°**”'f*''*^^^* witliin a short time 
The brilliant n T'” *’°’^"’hatthekingliad calculated ujion. 
ihe 1 ilhant capture of Prague authorized him to hone that 

* y i*’duced to withdraw from the Austri'in 
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HI niy, 00,000 strong, on almost imprognal)io oamp in the 
cii-elu of Prachin, intonding to puss Iho Mithla in the roiii' 
of the Prussians, to out thoiii oil' ontiroly from Prague, ami 
to destroy tlioivi hy famiju). Famiim, howc.vor, was heforo 
hand with the enemy. In Dm faulty position wliieli h'rede- 
riclc liad^ taken up eontrary to his lietter jmlgimmt, ho hail 
not .suflleiontly .supplied himself willi provision.s. 'I’lio 
.nohomian.s of all clu.sses eoislially hated the Prussians, and 
])Inecd out of their roaeh those necessaries which tlm roving 
piU ties ol Pandours ami llulan.s could not earry away. I'he 
inhahitanls of the villages forsook their dwellings, buried 
their provision/t ami lied to the woods; and if any imiividual, 
yielding to the imineemenis held out, rendered a service to 
the Priussians, inhuman puni.shments awaited him. Tinder 
these deplorahle eircuinstauees, many of the soldiers de- 
serted, and the other.s began loudly to express theii- discon- 
tent. It wn.s iinpossihle to del’end Prague aiid at the .same 
time to penetrate into Austria, 'riie enemy, stronger hv 
one-hall, could not he draxvii into a ]ntehed‘ battle. Aftn- 
many con.sultation,s xvitli his general, s, and after liaving i.een 
eanghtas it were, in a net, and for a monlii without iulelli- 
geiico ol the oceurreiiees in the rest of lOuropo, the king 
lelroated with .some loss, inee.s.saiil.ly pnr.sued hy the lighi 

inipim T\'} "" -Novoiniier c,ro.s.tnl 

the Jidho at Kollm and Knttenherg. 

It was only on two oecasions that llm Prussians .sustained 
any loss worth mentioning, in this retreat. On thix first 
leutonant-colonel .lauus, liaving been .sent with ‘-'tio hussars 
to prncuro provi.sions at a village near 'I’ahor, xvas siir- 
loimded hy a detachment ol Austrians, of .siieh superior force 
hat ho had no choiee. hut death or tlighl. Tie prelVi red the 
lormer, and saori iced his life; his hussars were dispersed 
the other loss T'rederic.k ineiirred through a lanll ll,at 
ro(lcc.ls honour on his lieurt. 'I'liree Immlred sick ami 
womuled were lying m the 'I'owns of Tabor ami llmlweis 
and eotild not ho removed for want of veliieles. 'I'o prevent 
them rom falling into the hands of the eiieiuy, tlie king left 
. 0( 0 loaltliy troops to garri.soii hotli plaees’, lioping.^fier 
'' *'‘d,lle, to lie aide to release lliein,^ The 
akill of the enomy tliwaricd this inlontioii, and when Frc- 
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dcrick would have withdrawn at least the 3000 health’ 
men, he found tliat it was too late. 

TIte only advantage gained during this melancholy perioi 
was in the action near Tein on the 9t)i of October. Zieten 
wlio a few days before had been promoted to tlie rank o 
maior-gcncral, liere defeated tlie Austrian general G Jiylain 
and colonel Trenck. The king attached sucli consequence h 
tliis success tliat he rode out to meet the hussars, and led the 
victorious corps in triumph to the camp, On the otiici 
hand, Budweis, Tabor, and Frauenberg fell into the hands 
of the Austrians. 


It was Frederick's design to hall at Kollin and to give 
battle to the enemy. To this end, and to secure the coin- 
munieation between Prague and Silesia, he occupied Kollin 
and 1 ardubilz, both situated on the other bank of the Jillbc 
with a strong force. Prince Charles, on the contrary, fol- 
lowing the king, hut showing no disposition to risk a battle, 
chose so admirable an encampment near Breloch, that he 
was inassadable. He considered the campaign at an end, 

and woiihUiave gone into winter-quarters, 'had he not re- 
ceived positive orders Iroin the court of Vienna to prosc- 

tbe F r 1° ’n"f ”” circumstances bJyond 

the EIhe, to cut oil the communication of the Prussians vvilh 

^ ‘ out of Bohemia. 

^ aishal fraun, an able general, of whom Frederick liad for 


crossing the Elbe, Frederick Ind th^ flcsjgn^ that of 
the enemy’s operation nrin^FI v ®‘^’”''^cncement of 

and hussars Jswim acl'osrthSjl ‘ 
by the Prussians. He .rtl lev fnn 1 

.Nek ,vo.<,, .„o, .ooK pSr 
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and inossengors going to tlic king. It was owing to the 
negligence of a rnissian hu.s.sar-palrol lliat ihe.se Austrians 
•were able to cro.ss the river niioh.served and to eatiildisli 
thcnisolvc.s on the Itither bank; and thi.s was the first, an<l 
ocrtainly very great, occasion that Frederick had to be dis- 
satisfied with Zieten's luissars. 

It was in the night of the 1 f)th of November tliat the united 
Austrian and Saxon army approached tlio Elbe, opjiosite to 
the village bf Teinit’/, with .such silence and caution, as not 
to bo perceived by the Prussian posts along the river till 
they saw tho pontooiitS arriving;. Thciy gavo Ihn alanvt, \mi 
too la to, Zioten and lioutonaot-colonol Wodollj who wovo 
posted horn, inslaiitly repaired to l:lie soeno of danger, and 
sent an olllcor to I lie king lo apply for sueconr, On reaeh- 
ing the lOlhe they found tin) oiuuny^H bridge of boats ooin- 
pleted near S()jonit.z, the hither hank divtn'sihed hy iuini<n'ot.is 
oniinoncoa, oecupioithy inlnntry and artillery, and the. boldest 
grcnadi(n\s piokeil out aiul pot foremost to foree a pansagi*. 
'I'lm Prussians were recadviMl with a tremeiHlouseaimonade, 
hiittheJuissarsainlgiaunnliers twioe ropnlscd tho advamiing 
loe. .l{e-nnloreed hy fresh troops, the Austrians made a tiling 
attenipl:, and if)r a moment drove hark WodtdPs corps, 
latigiied witli its pisaauUng exertions: hut Zioten soon put 
a stop to tludr (rinmplu .Unsieuing up with two scpiadnins, 
he overtlirew tlu^ enemy, drovts jiart of them into tluiKIhcj 
and Urn others hack to the bridge. The Austrian commander, 
chagrined loiind tlm passage ohstnieied hy a handful ofmen, 
doyeloped more and more forci^, imnmsed the im) ef tlie 
artillery, sent lorward whole nigiments, and cou.Hlructed 
bridges of boats in several other places. Zietim ami VVedcdl 
sent fresh messengers to tiu'. king: ^Ui^ liopes of speedy 
succour U[)hehl their (aairage. h'or (ive hours they disputed 
every inch of groii ml with a far superior force, mul it was 
not Lill they had oximusted tdl their powder, a great uumher 
ol. lllou* bruve.Hl men luul fnlinn, mid lliey .muw nn pr(i,Hn(;('( 
ol help, llm(; (hey Ihouglil nf reUenl., which lliey exmniled 
with .such ability iih even lo hiivii the wounded from fidlinii; 
into the himdH of the eiitimy. ” 

The mea.songerfl whom the PniHsinn o/liccrs had mini in 
tlicir neccBsily lo i|,o king were Kikeii, a» wc have seen, by 

VO.L. ir. — li> ^ 
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tliG concealed Austrian HulniiH: so that it was not till U^e 
return of Zictcn and VVodell that Frederick l<Mn‘iied wliat 
had happened. He had lioaril the ciunjonade, l)\il nttrihuted 
it to an assault upon Kollin, for Ihe result of which lie was 
under no concern, .If ho had re(!<‘ivial ih(^ lidiuj^s, Iho 
Austrians must have heon iolully ihdcatud; hut cvcuj the 
condict that had just occurred r<uloniuh!<l to the p;Iovy of 
tho Prussian arms, and Wedell was styled hy the iviufi; in 
his works, ‘Hhc Ihaissian Leonidas,^^ It \vus prohuhly 
owing; to his vexation at the neg;li^(ujce of the tnissar-*|mlml 
that Frederick makes no numl.ion of the, extracu-illimry 
mcTit of Zictcn in this allair, *<lIo\v fuKuuah*/' exclaimed 
prince Charles during the light, ‘^wnuld it he ior iMuHa 
Theresa if she had such oiliccrs!^^ 

At any rate, the passage of tim Wlhe hy the /Vustriun.s 
deranged anew .Frederick's plan of opiM';Uioiis, Ih* i«un- 
centrated his troops near Wischeniowil/, ami hidd a (mmicil 
of war, to decide wlictiuu' he ought lo iinKWanl lo th-agm^ 
and establish himself in lh)hemia, av to eva(mali^ that coun- 
try entirely and relun) to Silesia. He himself and most 
of tho generals declared in favour of the lathjr allernativit. 
Tim retreat to Silesia was therefon^ <letermineil upon ami 
forthwith carried into execution, Hfilow, Fi‘<’deri(d(\H aide- 
de-camp, contrived to passthrough thuimmny’s Inams wilh 
orders to the Prussians still in Hohemia, ami especially in 
L rague, to ovaciiato tho country. Ocmeral l':rusie<leh who 
i^ommandod the garrison of Prague, evacunled the place <iii 
the 26th of No vom her, but without excanUiug the King’s 
orders to blow up the principal fortilicalions, lo chisiroy ihe 
mavjr artillery, to hum the giiii-caiTiagcs, ami In throw Ihe 
muskets oi Ihc Austrians into the riv(!r. Kiiisieilel dinmliMl 
his march through Lusatin to Silesia, ami ivould have ai rived 

tliore without army, hut (or the resolute general 

uninirg, who look care to remedy (he IdimdeiH whieh he 
of Anhnh ’i (lismis.sed liirii. I'riiiee Leopold 

” . V; rr' '"r <''>"iiMmid of the grenadiers 

t the hfo-guard, would iiotndinil him lo his al- 

aiKl, when old marshal Snhweriii pleaded in Ids exens., (In! 
di/lioult cirfiumstaiiccs in ivliiiih he was plaeed, he fell ii lo 
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dism'afic with iho kinjr, and r 

Frederick recidled him lo it in 1747 
The main army mean while commenced its retreat ia 
three coliimns, partly through the coiintv of Glat? earth 
through tim narrow pas«e« nZnr IBraunau^Ab 

w it .mwl T 7 :T hy vveatlier, 

e .. whi ^ • r ‘1 forty 

n V r’ of tl‘c fight, they heard a loud 

gn .ting ol lK)g,s. I hey instantly scampered away to the 
village, whence these delightful tones procceded,and thought 
t much mor.., agreeahle to kill and cat the hogs than to kill 
or he thcm.selvo.s killed by foreign soldiers. 

n this retreat the numbers of the Prus.sians were nnicli 
hii mod l>y de.scrti(m. Frederick shared all hardsi, ins with 
his troops, and spared no expense to alleviate their con- 
dition as much ns possihic. Ho purchased provisions and 
caiKsed the nilantry to he supplied witli shoes. It was not 
till alter the arriva ol tho army at Tannhausen, on the 6th 
'*rni*'*'*''*' ' '*'■ *’ ’■ repair to Berlin. 

'•f, «!inipaign, one of the most disas- 
trous ill the nd.o r career of ,|,o Pruasian monarch. He 
.icknowledgeil 11 I the InviUa eommitted in the course of it 
by himseU am Ins allies, profited by the lessons which he 
received Irom ns advorKiiry, marshal Traiin, and at a later 
ponod obsorwMl ; My j»;i {uul army, whicli was to have swal- 
owed up Bohemia and to overrun Austria, met with the fate 
that hcfcll the invineihlo armada of Philip H. of Spain," 
Severe in Jitiigiiig of the faults commiUed hy himself, 
1' redcriek .s])enks in high terms of tho tactics of the Austrian 
commander. “'I’lto condnet of Truun," he says, « is a 
model of oxcellencn, which every soldier, fond of his pro- 
Aissmn, ought to slmly, in ordoi- to imitate it, if he has la- 
louts to do so. The king himself confessed that ho con- 
sidered lliis campaign u« lii» .school in tlic art of war, and 
miit'shnl I raun as his luiiHter. Pro.spcrity is often more dan- 
gerous to prinees than adversity; the one intoxicates them, 
with presumption, tlio ether renders them cautious and., 
modest." 
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On the 13th of December, the king set out for Berlin to 
seek resources for the ensuing campaign; leaving to prince 
Leopold of Anhalt the command of the army, with which 
was to cover the frontiers of Silesia against the victoria 
ous enemy and to prevent liis further advance into Uie 
upper province. It should bo observed t]}at, during tlic 
campaign, lieutenant-general Marwitz, witli about 18,000 
x russrnns, had completely fulfilled his destination, levied 
contributions in Moravia, and occujiied the Hungarian 
nil jtia. But when he was pressed on the one iiand by lliis 
mi U,a arul the other Jiy prince Charles of Lorrai.’ie, lin 
ell back to Oppeln; and prince Leopold stationed a second 
i-orps under pneral Lelnvald about Ottmachaii and Ncisso, 
to make liead against the Austrians. 

mean, fnv in Berlin, Frederick set about collecting 

treasury and'Thl *'*’°*^ millions out of the 

and a hair V ! “‘i'^nneed liim a million 

s tVn 1 ° “’e PaIncG of Berlin, the 

sil JeJ rthothi?®! ‘•'P ‘i'n other articles of 

MLTnr, ;is 

He h,dgitt “'Ls'Se. rsr'.v’^H 

& 'S' ',t STS “f 

tW» PliecepiTue;,! l™ , 2. of 

then generation ofthe house of 

nd his illustrious uncle on 1 

camjiaign of this vea, nrlT^n r-i i’mssian tiirono. In tho 
Frederick gave Inm oacnod tlie spurs; and 

«'hich slill^cont i to £ nn' ® 

parent to tho tlnonfof sZZ J'" 
princess Amelia was elected Becomber the 

QuedJinburg. coad,utr,?s of Ibe fid, d,be;y 
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The circumstances which are related to have led to the 
marriage of the princess Ulrica arc rather curious. It is 
said that the Swedish ambassador, who had been sent to ne'<- 
gotiate a union with a Prussian Princess, was desiroius 
of obtaining the hand of the younger sister, Amelia, for 
the prince of Sweden. Amelia was so strongly attached 
to the tenets of Calvinism in which she had been broun'ht 
up, that she could not think, without liorror of a change 
to Lutheranism, which would liavc heen necessary in 
case the projected union had taken place. In this dilem- 
ma, she made a confidant of her sister Ulrica, and asked 
her advice as to the best modt of avoiding t!io marriage, 
Ulrica, having first ascertained that it was her sister’s fixed 
determination not to submit to any change of religion, ad- 
vised her to make herself as disagreeable as she could to 
the Swedish envoy, to treat him with haughtiness and con- 
tempt, and to appear as capricious and domineering as pos- 
sible. This conduct had the desired efibet. 'I’lio ambassadoi- 
turned from her and began to observe the princess Ulrica, 
whose conversation and manners presented the strongc.st 
contrast to those of her sister. So much was he iilcascd 
'V a Itf bond for tlic heir to the throne 

ot Sweden. I ho king immediately gave his consent, and 
so did the prmcep herself. Amelia was equally astonished 
and iiTilated. She thought that her sister had given her 
the advice upon which she had acted, in order to secure tlie 
station which had beon destined for herself; and lliougli 
Ulrica appear.? to have acted honestly in this .ilfair, her 
sister never forgave her. It was ivhilo smarting undcr 
leelings of vexation at this supposed treachery that Amelia 
cast a favourable eye upon 'IVenck, and it was at one of the 
entertainments given on occa.sion of her sistcr’.s marriago 
that her intimacy with that adventurer ooinmoiiced. It lor- 
minated lamontably for hotli, as we shall sec in the sequel. 

Ihe court of Vienna now reckoned witli eertaintv unon 


. to i^-'sist their superior force, shut himself 

lip m the fortress of Glatz. Other Austrian troops pene^- 
tiated into Upper Silesia; general Marwitz was obliged 

IS 
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fall back to Rati boi'j where he died soon afterwards; nnd 
prince Dietrich continued the retreat with his corps, through 
Kosel and Brieg, to the main army near Neisso. Endea- 
vours were made at the same time to regain the Silesians 
by fair words, and a manifesto, dated the 1st of ])occmbor, 
Was circulated, in which Maria ThereiJa declared that she 
no longer considered herself boiuul by the treat}'^ of Breslau^ 
contrary, she regarded Silesia and the county 
ol Watz as her property, and claimed obeclicnco from tlieir 
inhabitants. Nor was there any lack of vituperation agaiiust 
the king: he bad, according to this manifesto, not fuUillod 
uie treaty of Breslau; the Catholics were maltreated, tho 
Brotestants neglected, the states deprived of their privilegow, 
16 uatholjc clergy oppressed with exorbitant imjiosls, lunl 
Fiji / I reduced to slavery by the cantoning systcni. 

^ abusive document to ho answeretl, 

greater importance to the success of his 
Np L collected 30,000 men near 

Sons eleparturo of Ll.o 

in such r’“ ''‘'''“'oos sent to Bavaria, retreated 

uch haste that for several nights they encamped unoii 

the olfl BpcT directed their course towards Moravia, and 
Uie old Dwsauer encamped near Troppau and Jilacrndo 

ed him . f''ona Bohemia, that Frederick had invcsl- 

sten 1 ^^ ’ own riband of the order of the Black ES 

aSfiLwSthoMf*'";”:; 

were cut in nLl! ‘ i ’ "» '^‘’*'0 drowned 

killed and pSonoi-rS lev ^'’r 

loss of the ^Prussians was '-''O 

Was acain cleared the Pi i • ^^oty men. Thus Silesia 
rage,fnd the two contend'^nj.*'* ooti- 

• in Ihei ®rSs"pecTiEou!uric3.'’”^ 
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Fi-edorick’s cause might easily have been rclricvcd liad 
it not sustained frcsli disasters in other fiuarters. On (ho 
8th of January, an alliance, called tlie riuadriiple alliance 
was conclmlcd at Warsaw, between Austria, England Sax- 
ony, and llie United Stales of Hollaml, A fortnight after- 
wards died the emperor Charles VIl. Tho union of Frank- 
furt fell to pieces of itself, for Charles’s son and successoi' 
Max Joseph, was induced by .Scckend(»rf’s rejiresenlnlions 
to conclude peace with Austria on the yad of April, hv 
which he renounced all claims to Hint country, deserled’hm 
allies, and promised his vote at the ensuing election of em- 
peror to the grand duke of Tuscany; in return for which his 
doimnions were restored to him. l('rederick was now left 
to his own unaided exertions; for no reliance cmdd he placed 
upon the French. Austria, on her pari, M-as enabled to con- 
centrate her forces and to direct them upon Silesia. “’I’his 
court,” wrote tlie .lOnglish am)ni.s.sador at Vienna, is deler- 
niined to regain Silesia, oven at the risk of losing llaVv 
I he imperial crown without- Silesia is deemed by it not 
worth wearing.” 

Tins I’ru.ssian monarch returned in March to Silesia 

(In I r'-' ‘ P'ltposwl ll'iH lime to wait 

till the Au.slrian.s.sliouhl attack him; ho disdained engaging 
in petty skirmishes, but was at length forced to bestow 
correction on some ol the enemy’s iiaHmans. 'rims at o 

1.<1 „ i„„k£ i ' ' 

iiimrs, 111 Hie environs of Oppeln, and dispersed tl.c, 

% dn 3 , he fell in with aooo ol tlio enemy’s lins.sars po.sleil 
nonr a morass, and drove them into the sn-amp. wlierl, Ihoy 

Uamlsliu t on the y 1st and yy,l of May. he rendered s 
more hnl unit service. Witli two regiments of Imssars am! 

1 few batlnlions, con.sistnig together of yiiio men, hn was 
directed to wale i the iniivemenis of the enemy in tho 
mountains. Ifo dispersed 800 1 Inngarlan.s, who hiul sneik- 
iiigly advanced ns lar as 1 firschlierg, and took 1100 m‘isimer« 
{»eneral Niula.sdy llioughl to avenge Hiis disfriviln im i i 
iinvclop Wiiiterfeld with 7000 Hungarians. iS « Jightllua 
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lasted several hours, the troops of the latter made an heroic 
resistance, and when general Still came to their succour 
with ten fresh squadrons, the enemy was totally routed and 
again lost 600 men, For this action, the successful issue 
of which was owing solely to the judicious arrangements 
of Winterfeld, he was promoted to the rank of major-general, 

Frederick himself had collected the greater part of his 
forces towards the end of May near Frankenstein, while 
the margrave Charles, grandson of the Great Elector, and 
brother of the margrave Albert Fretl crick, wlio had fallen 
a few months before at Prague, occupied Troppau and 
Jagerndorf with a separate corps of 9000 men. This po- 
sition, taken for the purpose of keeping an eye upon the 
Austrian main army, which was sure to. come from the 
mountains either by Schweidnitz, Glatz, or Jagerndorf, had 
this inconvenience, that a chasm was left between Jagerndorf 
and Neisse, of which the Austrians had the sagacity to take 
advantage. They pushed a corps of 20,000 men between 
the king and the margrave, and separated the two armies, 
with a view to draw Frederick to Upper Silesia, and thus 
to obtain free scope for an incursion from Landshut The 
king, aware of this intention, endeavoured to thwart it by 
abandoning Upper Silesia as far as Kosel, and drawing in 
the corps of the margrave, in order to prepare himself by 
this re-enforcement for a decisive battle. The point was 
how to convey directions to this effect to the margrave; a 
thing apparently impracticable, because all the roads were 
so carefully occupied and watched by the enemy that not 
even a spy could slip past, 

Under these circumstances, (he king ordered the enter- 
prising Zieten to fight his way tlirougli with his regiment 
at all hazards, and to carry the margrave an order to break 
up immediately for Frankenstein: this order ho was to com- 
municate to each of his hussars, that, if only one of them 
succeeded in getting through, the mai’grave might receive 
the necessary directions. Zieten, however, could not make 
up his mind to saci'ifice his brave fellows so cruelly; he 
therefore bethought him of a stratagem, and Fortune fa- 
voured its execution. 

His hussars had hitherto worn a red dolman and a felt 
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cap; hut a new vviiUor iiniforni, consisting of a blue pelisse 
and scaly cap, liad just arrived for them. The Austrians 
knew notlung of this uniform, nay it liad a great nisem- 
blance to tlnit of one of their own regimeiiLs, Zieleu re- 
solved to smuggle his men through under Austrian colours, 
lie mussed the Neisso near Ottmachaii, and Llien j)rucc(ided 
at night along by-ways to Nenstadt, wJiero there was a 
small Prussian garrison, cut olf from the njst of the army. 
Tlie Austrians had that vejy night made an ahortive attaede 
on Non. s lad t, and wore retiring in two col urn ns to their 
camp at Leohaohiit^ Zieten, who had to go the same road, 
joined one of these columns; some Hungarians, whom he 
had among his hussars, going foremost, and (ionv(?rsing 
familiarly in their language with tlui en(miy\s videttes and 
posts. The Prussians were not nicognised ev(m when an 
Austrian dragooji regiment passed Lheui. in this manmsr 
they marched on from morning till four in the aflernoon, 
when they cainc in sight of tim (memy’s (smip near Leob- 
scinUx; and here it was tliat they first excited the attenliou 
of the Austrians, by turning off into a by-road. Tlie sur- 
prise of the enemy at this daring deed left Zi(!len suflici(;nt 
time to get far alu^ad; u few troops only overtook him, hut 
were repulsed. Having fought Ids way through a delaclH 
inent of Ansirian hussars, whicii he aflerwards met, h (5 
arrived at Jjigeradorf to (he exlnmn; aslonishnuuit of the 
margrave. 

His corps was immediahdy .s(jt in motion, and <m tlm 
22ncl of May commenced ils mar(di for (he king’s camp. 
Prince iOslorhiw.y, who commanded the Anslriums in (Ida 
quarter, guessed the intcmlioii of the Prussians^ and r<’.'mlv(!d, 
if he coidd not wholly prevent their ndrciil, at h?ast to 
olxslnict it us much as po.MsilihN He oecuphni the roa<l to 
Nenstadt with J3(), ()()() men and a great (piantily cif artillei’y; 
hut all his onoris could not nipel the Prussians, 'riuy 
puslied forward through the most ii‘tu)mmlous (Ire?, and the 
two regiments commanded by Zieten and Scliwerin, which 
iormed the roar, cut three of the. enemy’s n?giments ahnosl 
entirely in pieces. Tho Prus.sians wore no further molesled, 
and on the i^8th of May they entered tho camp of Prank- 
eUvStoin in triumph, The only satisfaction olHajned by lliQ 
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Austrians consisted in the reduction, on the S7th of May, 
of the fortress of Kosel in Upper Silesia, ivhich the Prus- 
sians had evacuated. This conquest, indeed, was cflbeled 
only through the perfulj' of an oflicer who deserted, inul 
iiifornicd them that the ditcJi was not yet finislicd and ni iglil 
he crossed by wading at a certain place. He showed the 
'vay liim.self to the Pandoiirs, 2000 in number, and mounted 
the rampart with them. Part of tlie garrison worn cut in 
pieces and the rest made prisoners. 'The king had nnuin- 
wiiile learned that prince Charles of Lorraine had lieeii 
joined at Trautenau by 22,000 Saxons and was innroliijig 
upon Schalzlar, with a view to recover possession of Silesia 
as speedily as possible by a battle. Frederick could not jiro- 
vent him from entering the country; he therefore employed 
a treacherous spy to carry the prince sucli accounts as would 
make him feel perfectly secure, for the purpose of luring 
lum into a trap. He assumed, namely, the appcaranco of 
great fear, and pretended to be making preparations for 
retreating to Breslau and there awaiting liie enemj^ With 
t ns intclltgeiice the spy hastened to the prince, adding that 
tne 1 russtans had only a few liglit corps and petty delnch- 
ments in the mountains. Generals Winterfcld and du 
Woulin left their posts near Landsluit, and fell back to 
hchweidnitz, confirming everywhere the report put in eir- 
dation by the king. Prinoe Charles had the ]os.s doubt 

>4.1 1,0 wwS '”'““‘'5' 
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tlieit’ observation. Certain that they should not meet with 
miy enemy, they a^rreed that general Wallis should surprise 
»^clnveiclnit55, carry oiTthe great magazine ihere, and follow 
the Prussians to Breslau 5 while the duke of Weissenfcls 
was^to occupy Striegau, and then turn off for Glogaii. 

^ i Jiey began on the following day to carry these plans 
into execution. With colours flying and music playing, 
the Austrians descended in eight columns into the plain, 
while the Saxons extended themselves beyond Striegau as 
tar as Pilgrainshain, ** These movemenis did not escape the 
notice of the king: in the following night he sent a detach- 
ment to occupy the Spitzberg near Striegau, and assigned 
positions to his troops with sucli silence and precaution, 
that even smoking was forbid den. So desirous were they 
all for battle, tJmt during this night not one of them desert- 
ed— a most unusual circumstance in those, times. 

^ At two in the morning of the 4th of June, 1745, Frede- 
rick assembled his principal generals, and communicated to 
them the plan which he had formed for the battle. « Gentle- 
men/' lie added, «the cavalry, sword in hand, will im- 
petuously charge the enemy; in the lieat of the engagement, 
U Will make no prisoners; it will aim all its blows at the 
iace. It will overthrow and disperse the cavalry opposed 
to It, then turn hack to the enemy's infantry, and take it 
eiLher in flank or rear, as occasion may oiler, The infantry 
will advance at quick stoji against tlie enemy, and charge 
Jiini, if circumstances permit, with bayonet fixed ; but if 
necessity obliges them to fire, it must not he done at a 
greater distance ilian 150 paces," 

General du JVloulin, on the right wing, first got sight of 
the enemy.' Two Saxon infantry battalions, destined to 
take Striegau, appeared on the heights opposite to him, and 
were not^ a little surprised to perceive Prussians before 
them. 1 liey halted to wait for the other divisions of the 
army. When these had come up, the cannon, phuited on 
the Spitzberg, began to make havoc among tliem. The 
cavalry, which ventured to attack that of the Prussians, 
was repulsed, and iled in disorder. The two infantry 
battalions which had first shown themselves, were almost 
entirely cut in pieces by the Prussian garde du corpse 
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The other divisions which successively arrived fared no 
better: in spite of the utmost resistance, tlie Prussians cut 
down all before them, or put the enemy to flight Such 
was the prelude performed by merely a part of the Prussian 
right wing. 

Meanwhile, prince Charles, who had his liead- quarters 
at Hausdorf, hearing the reports of artillery and musketry, 
imagined that they proceeded from the Saxon advanced 
guard, in its attempt to take Striegau. It was not long be- 
fore he was undeceived: he made hasty dispositions, and 
directed hia Austrians to advance. They posted thejnselves 
in the plain, between tlie water of Striegau and the wood 
of Ro linstock, but their opponents did not allow tliem time 
to form. The Prussian right wing and the centre of tlic 
first line fell upon the left wing of the Austrians, whicii 
gave way after a brave resistance. Here the king’s guard 
particulaxdy distinguished itself: for, when the Austrian 
grenadiers sought twice to establish themselves upon 
ground intersected by numerous ditches, they both times 
dislodged them with the bayonet. 

The Prussian right wing, which had hitherto been inac- 
tive, was now to fall upon the cnemy^s right, while the 
Prussian right was to attack him in flank and rear. To 
effect the latter manoeuvre, the Prussian right wing had to 
make its way through the coppices and marshes of Rolni- 
stock; and in doing this, an unlucky accident wliich befell 
the horse under the command of general Nassau; had well 
nigh snatched from the Prussians all tlie advantages they 
had won. In order to get at the enemy, general ICyaii 
passed the bridge across the Striegau water; but it broke 
down after ten squadrons were over. These, indeed, made 
a furious attack on the Austrian cavalry, but would have 
been overwhelmed by the enemy, had not Zieten, who now 
took part for the first time in a regular battle, and com- 
manded twenty squadrons of the reserve, hastened up with 
great presence of mind to their assistance. Thinlting it 
not impossible that the bridge might break down, lie had 
previousi}' sought out a sliallow place which was fordable; 
crossing there, he flew to the succour of general Kyau, «and 
diverted from him the attack of the enemy’s cavalry, till 
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i^ussau, crossing at the same ford with the rest of the Prus- 
sian horsej came up and put the Austrians to /light. When 
the king^s right wing, debouching from tlie thickets and 
vamps, reached the spot, it found nothing to do. The 
dragoon regiment of Bayreuth, headed hy general Gessler, 
now claslicd from the centre of the second line through the 
Prussian infauhy^ upon that of the Austrians already in 
disorder, charged seven of their best regiments, among 
which it made terrible slaughter, took 2500 prisoners, and 
captured for its share alone sixty-seven pair of colours and 
Tour pieces of cannon. Further resistance was out of the 
question. The Austrians fled through ICaiulcr and Holicn- 
fried herg, where Wallis and Naclascly covered the retreat 
towards the mountains: the Prussians, exiiausted with the 
battle and their previous marches, could not pursue them. 
The Austi'ians and Saxons lost in the whole OOOO killed 
and wounded, upwards of 7000 prisoners, among whom 
were four generals and 200 other o/licers, seventy -six pair 
of colours, seven standards, eight pair of kettle-drums, and 
sixty pieces of cannon. The loss of ihe Prussians amounted, 
in killed and wounded, to 1800 men; lieutenant-general 
von Tru discs was among the slain. On occasion of this 
victory, the king observed; “The world reposes not more 
safely on the shoulders of Atlas than Prussia upon such an 
army,^^ 

The king expressed his gratitude to the brave regiment 
of Bayreuth for the important service which it had ren- 
dered, in an add re.^is, written on the field of battle, com- 
mending the heroism displayed by it, and containing the 
names of all the officers who had shared its glory. He also 
gave the regiment a now seal, with the number sixty-seven, 
and a privilege of no mean importance in the eyes of sol- 
diers covetous of honour, the right to beat the grenadiers^ 
and cuirassiers^ march, the latter with kettle*^drums. Ge- 
neral Gessler, the commander of the regiment, was created 
account. Frederick likewise gave a new coat of arms to 
his friend Chazot, who was a major in this regiment, in 
vyluch he introduced a great many colours, the number 
sixty-seven, and the name of Hohenfriedberg. lie wrotCi, 
moreover, with his own hand, to ChazoPs mother, acquaint- 

VOL. 
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ing her with hLs giillaiit ennduei, aiul uco()mi)aDi(Hl lus let- 
ter with a valuable snuH'-hox, 

Among tlie Austrian onieers iakeii i)riM)nors in this en- 
gagcmont was general vnii Ihjrlielungen. An^ liussar of 
Zielen’s regimonl lironghl him in. InsUnid of resigning 
himself to his fate, h(', vented liis elingrin in (^xi^erations and 
abuse, Tbo bus.snr listened to bim lor a long liim^ williout 
uttering a S)dlable. ‘^Andlbeii/' (mntinued the general, 
be taken by smdi a rnscally e.rew! by beggarly Prus- 
psiaii btjssars, wlio look to tindr lieels at JMollwil'/, tluj mo- 
ment ibey saw our I InngariunsP’ The hussar was nettled, 
<^8ir,’^ said lie, »hold your longue tliis instant. Have at 
your stuirvy fate as long a.s you like, luit devil iehdi ine if 
>M)u slmll say another word ugainsl our Imssurs.” This re- 
i)iike only served to ineroase the general's e.holer, aiul ho 
became more abusive than before, The Ib'ussitin lost jdl 
patience, and gave the general so violent a blow u\hh\ tlio 
head, dial his hat and wig (lew oir, and he himself clropped 
from hi.s horse. A captain in Zieieids rtigiment rodi^ U|i, 
and began to reprimand tlie man for bis conduct, but, on 
lieing informed of llio cause, admitted that he \vas not to 
Illume, 'Phe prisoner, when he had recovered himself, and 
mentioned Ids name, wa.s conducted lo the king, and eoni- 
])lainetl bitterly of the treatment lie had experienced. Kre- 
(lerick sent lor tlic hussar. The man hrought with Inin 
witnesses of tlie circumstance, and, without waiting to he 
accused, related the whole aOhir, concluding wilh the 
words: “And I tell your majesty heforehand, if any oth(?r 
man servos me so, PI! cut him in pii^cos/' “You seo,^^ 
said the king, smiling, and turning to tlie general, “ inv 
luissar woidt siaiul any jokes,’' 'I'hen, adilre.Hsing himself 
to the luissar.s, “ He quite easy, my lads,” said he, “ you are 
bravo fellows, and liave done your duty, as I ho|ie you al- 
ways will” 

Two of the king's broiliers, AngusUis William and 
Henry, boro a part in this engagement, M'lm former led 
Jus brigade into the IioIUjsI (ire, uiui wben llie marquis Vn- 
lori, tbe Froncli ambassador, who acconipaiiied Frederick 
in his campaigns, afterwards expressed admiration of bis 
comluct, the king replied: “One cannot be better olf than 
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among such companions; bnl: it is necessary (:o show lliaL 
one is worthy of thein.^^ Prince Henry, who was only 
ciglitccn, acted as aiile-dc-camp to the king, 

Frederick’s iudicious plan, a fight of five linurs, and llu^ 
valour of the l^aissiiins, produced a midden change in the 
state of {lOairs, anti SilcHia was recoiuiuered. While pns 
jiarations wore making for the hatlle, tlu^ elievalier do la 
Tour arrived with the nows that the Frcindi army liad, in 
the ))rcsenco of Louis XV,, gained a victory at hontmioy* 
When this envoy roiiuested permission to remain for some 
time with the Prussian army, Frederick asked him il Ik* 
\vi,shed to see wlio was to he master of Silesia, No, sin?,” 
re|)lied the chevalier, only wisli to see how your ma- 
jesty cliastises yonr foes, and <l(dends your suhJe(hsT 
After the victory, the king dismissed him with llus laconic 
letter to his master: Iiave paid at Hohenl'ricdherg l.hi! 

hill which you drew upon me ut Fonleimy/’ Ih? {d’l.er- 
warils wrote: «The Imttle of Fonleuoy and the taking of 
Tournay are events glorious to you ami advantageous 
France; hut a hattle fougtit on tlio hanks of the Scannmdi'r, 
or the capture of Pekin, won III have been just as useful a. 
diversion for Jh'u,ssia/’ Tim cold and hanglity lone in 
which Louis XV. replied was not calculaled lo remove the 
mistrust til at Frederick had conceived ol’ his sincm’ily. 

After the hiitile of I lohenfrieilhiu'g, the Anslrian com- 
mander retreated pri'cipitafely in laUHlMhul. hVederick 
sent generals dn Moulin, Zielen,aml Winferleld in pursnif 
of him. The Prussians came up witli tlm rear-gnanl of 
general Nadasdy, and look from Idm some mere men, 
horses, guns, and hiiggage, 'Tim Ansirians lumtinned llieir 
flight Lo Jlohcniia, and the king’s army followi'd (hem, in 
orcler to adbrd some alleviation to his own country. At 
Wernersdorf two thousand peasanls snrronndird the. king, 
and begged liis permission lo put to death all the ( Jail m lies 
in thOiSO parts, in retaliation for tlm oppressive and intnic* 
rant; treatment which they luid experienced, << My good 
fellows,” replied Frederick, <Llo you not know what Um 
hihle'tells us: ^ Love your enemies; hh‘ss those ilml vwvhv, 
you; do good to them that hate yon; pray fur them that 
dospitofully use you and porsecute you?^ 'rim pensanls 
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admitted that he was right, and relinquished tlieir san- 
guinary intentions. 

Prince Charles intrenched himself as strongly as possi- 
ble between Konigingriitz and Pardiibitz. Frederick en- 
camped very near him at Chlumez, In this position botli 
parties remained for three months; and the Austrians gave 
no other tokens of activity than in tlie attempts made l)y 
their freebooters, among whom colonel Trenck was parli- 
cularly distinguished, to intercept the convoys coming to 
the Prussian army from Schvveiclnilz; which generally led 
to skirmishes. Frederick, on his part, felt no desire to 
hazard in any important enterprise the advantages whicli 
he had obtained. Pie had been obliged, moreover, to 
weaken his force, by sending 12,000 men to Upper Silesia, 
to expel the Hungarians and to recover Kosek General 
Nassau, to whom he gave the command of this division, 
swept the Croats from the environs of Nelsso, and on the 
6th of September approaclied the foiircss of Kosel so unex- 
pectedly that the garrison knew nothing of his coming till 
they found themselves surrounded. Tlie works were soon 
so much damaged by the artillery, that the Austrian com- 
manders, convinced of their inability to hold out, olTcred 
to give up the place, provided they might marcli away 
without molestation. You have behaved like brave mcn,’^ 
said Nassau to the officers sent to him with this proposal; 
^^but I have already bespoken quarters for you at ]3reslau: 
so you must make up yopr minds at once to be prisoners 
of war.^^ As there was no help for it, the garrison, con- 
sisting of 3000 Croats, submitted. This conquest cost the 
Prussians only 43 men, Nassau, leaving 1200 in the place, 
and supplying them with necessaries, marclied to Moravia, 
where he gained many other advantages over the Hunga- 
rians. 

Frederick had sent another division under general Gess- 
ler to join the old prince of Anhalt near Hallo, in order to 
overawe the Saxons, who threatened Brandenburg. Ho 
had no wish to involve himself in Iiosti lilies with them, 
because he Jiad reason to hope that he might yet induce 
them to withdraw from the alliance with Austria. Weary 
of the ^var, the king flattered himself tliat, through the mo-' 
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diation of Enf»'laiid, ho might dinpoHc^ tho oourt of Vicmnii 
to pcaeo, and he was roiuly to voh^ in favour of Maria 
resaws consort at tho approaching oloctii)n of mnporor. On 
the ^6ih of August ho concludoil a iroiity at llanovoi* willi 
George II., by viriiio of which England <mgag(al to prevail 
upon Lfio (luecn of Hungary to renew tho tianity of lireslau, 
to secede for lier own part from ilu'. allimn'o against Priis^ 
sia, and to obtain for Frmlerick from all the other povVi'rs 
tho guarantee of the possession of Sih'sia. 

In these negotiati(>ns his liriiannic inajesiy <)V<‘rraled liis 
influence with tho Austrian court; lor Maria Tluua^sa ri^- 
fused to accede to the treaty of Hanover. She could dis- 
pense with the acknowhsdgment of Inu' hushand as (uiipt!« 
ror on the j)arl; of Prussia, because (he majority of the 
olcctors had given him their voi.es, and h'rancis was aclually 
elected on the L'lth of Septemher. 'I'his smua'ss nuidei’cd 
her so arrogant that she resolved to (diastise the rehellions 
vassal/^ as she called \}\i^ king, and tleclanal iluit 
would part with the gown from lier ime.k ladVin^ she would 
give up Silesia/^ Tim court of Saxony provnil et^nally oh- 
stinate. .Augustus wished to mak('> (he royal tiignity in 
Poland hereditary, (or which purpose he matihal the ai<l of 
Austria; and then (im principalities of Sagan and Gloguu, 
which had been promlstul him, would alford tln^ means of 
keeping up a noniiniinication hi'twc^iui Saxony and Poland. 
Proderick, therefore, had no oil it u' n loans of ctJiu|uoring 
peace but fresh victories* \\r. had mnv only lM,()no niou, 
with whom, as ho could no longt^r ktaqi his ground in liu* 
hernia, ho occupied, on the Ifllli of Sopimnher, lla^ insocuro 
camp near Stauden/*. Prince (Miarh's, on (ho otlHu- liaml, 
had increased his army, throiigli |•(^^mfm•l^^!nlon(H which llm 
empross had sent him, to nmn; ninh nrn;rd hy Ills 
court, he was delermined to siriko stnint ih?cisivo blow. A 
more soaHona])le momoni, in fact, could not have bi'oii 
ehoseii. It was perceived (bat llie Ihaissiann dt siguotl to 
evacuate Holionna, and to retire to Silesia; tlie Ausliini 
oommandors, therefore, purposetl to fall imawans ii|mn 
their rtjar, and, after over|iownriiig (but, to surround tho 
rest of the army in its march lliroiigli tin', doliles. 'riie king 
sent general Katzlnr with iJOOO liorse to examine Urn roiuU 

HP’ 
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Hiid to obtuili intidliffcnco oon(!(!i’iihi(i; (ho oiioniy, wlio was 
only a day’s march (lislaul. Kalzlor had nol pnxs'.odod ('in- 
whon ho found hiinselfoiu'losod in a wood hy t.\vo oohiimis 
of Austrians; lio was in time to haslon hack, and Iho Iciita 
was aware that, under all tin; oiroiinistancos, Ik- must aban- 
don Ids poailion. Acc,oriiinu;ly, ho issinal (ho nocessary 
orders for breaking up on the hdlowdiig morning, 

On llu) both of Seploinlnsr, tlio (mils wore just struclc 
wlion tidings wore brought In l.he king from sovoral (piarlers 
that the Austrians wort! approaching in complolo order of 
l)al(:lo. l'’rodoritik, though his fnren was not half .so strong 
as that of (he enemy, hesilaled not a moment what lo do; 
be knew that ho could roly upon his Iroop.s, and was re- 
solved lo con(|uoi‘ or l.o die honourably, lie (herofore 
drew 11 )) his army, on aeeount of the smallness of ils num- 
ber, in a single lino, whereas (he Austrians had three, niulor 
a shower of caso-.shot poured from hatUirios furnished with 
38 pieces. of cannon. No confusion, no di,scourag(!ment, 
was manifested by his brave fellows, When the line was 
at length completed, ]''roderick ordered marshal Ihtdden- 

In’ock with the cavalry to eominonce the engagement, 

With twelve sfpiadron.s, that gallant blHr.(>r charged lifty-live 
Austrian, and, seconded by' favourable ground and the 
faulty <lispo8il.iona of the enemy’s commanders, ho drove 
them buck. The infantry of the right wing, thUfU’iviined 
not to be outdone by tho cavalry, conceived the design of 
storming tho two balterios of tho enemy ; but, advancing loo 
soon, and not being supported by tin* (dher divisions, it 
suflcrod severely and was obliged to fall hack. Five fr((sh 
battalions having come to ils aid, it renewcsl the atlaek, and 
tho batteries were carrieil. The victorious I'russian infantry 
then charged that of tho enemy in (lank and drove it hack 
on tho right wing, llns guard, po.sted iu the coiitia!, led hy 
tlio king’s hrotlier-in-hnv, prince Ferdinand of .Mrmiswick, 
climbed a sleep emineuee overgrown with wood (aampied 
by the Austrians, which was d(!femicd liy his hrollier, prince 
Loum. Here then was exhibited I he singular s)ieclacle of 
brother fighting against brother, and the younger heating 
tho elder. In vain tho omuny attemiited to estalili.Hli him- 
scll on tho numerous ominenccs which cover this part of tho 
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country; he was driven from them, and at length fled in dis- 
order. The Bornstedt cuirassier regiment alone took 1700 
prison ei'S and ten pair of colours. Tiie enemy was pursued 
no farther than Sorr, after which village this battle was 
named. The victors lost 2600 killed and wounded, and 
among the former, prince Albert of Brunswick, major- 
general Blankensee, and lieutenant-colonel Wcdell, whose 
heroism in disputing with the Austrians the passage of the 
Elbe had excited universal admiration; while the loss of the 
enemy amounted to 10,000 killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
besides twenty- two jiicccs of cannon, twelve pair of colours 
and standards. 

Among the Prussian ofllcer.s who particularly distin- 
guished themselves in this engagement was the celebrated 
I'’orcade. He received a wound in the right foot, which 
extended him on the field, Tlie king declared that to I dm 
tie chiefly owed the victory. When F arcade afterwards 
went on a court day to the palace in Berlin to thank tlic 
king in jierson for the honours conferred upon him, he was 
obliged by his wound to lean against the embrasure of a 
window, Frederick himself fetched him a chair and insi.sted 
on his sitting down. ^^My dear colonel, said he, ^^so 
worthy and gallant an oflicer richly deserves to have a chair 
brought for him by the king.^^ 

The issue of this battle miglit have been dlflcrent if the 
Austrian light troops under Nadasdy and Trcnck liad done 
their duty. They were ordered to attack the camp of the 
Prussians, and through it the rear of liieir army. Having 
soon gained possession of the camp, guarded only by a weak 
detaclimont under general Schlicliling, they stopped to in- 
dulge their love of pillage, getting drunk, violating the 
women left in the camp, and committing the most horrible 
cruelties upon the sick. The wliole field equijiago of the 
king and the oilicers fell into their hands. When Fredoriclc 
was informed that Trenck and his troops were plundering 
liis baggage, he is said to have answered: “So much the 
better; then they will not disturb us.^^ In precisely the 
same spirit, Schlichting, when afterwards reproached with 
having boon less vigilant in defence of the camp than he 
.should have been, made this indignant reply; “How can ono 
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think of Imggago, whoii thoro is n buttlo lo he fouglit and 
honoui* to be won !” The iVeeboolerH left the king al)Ho- 
liUely nothing hut what he had aixmt his |i(n*snn. Them 
was not i\ morsel of bread for his supper, and Fredcjriek was 
obliged lo l)uy some aminunitioii hreml ofu solditu', llotli 
pen and ink were gt>ne, so that he was lonsal to uses ])eneil 
in writing as follows to his niijiisiers at Ureslau: have 

heaton the Austrians; 1 liave inadt^ pris{)n<!rs; h‘t MV Deuin 
he sung .^^ — I have lost evm’V thing/’ he. wrote lo Dulmii. 

Be so good as to hii)^ me a Hoi lean, the hnudsonm oetavo 
edition with notes, also Hossnet’s lidroduetioii to Universal 
History, Ciecro’s M'nseuhm (iiiesiions, &e, I rlan^ say you 
will liml ilann all in llie library of niy dtjar Jonlan,” MV 
Frodersdorf lie wrote: <M)idy think how wc have fought, 
eighteen to fdly, My whohHsuiljiage is goiui to Ihe devil. 
Never in all my life have I luam in snel» danger as on the 
llOtli, and yet I got over it, Book ytm, no l)all tloes me any 
harm/’ * 

MVgeiber with the king’s liuggago he lost a favourite 
grcjyhound called fliehe, vvhi(di h(ieanie an AuHlriaii |)risoner, 
and fell into the hands of gtnnu'id Nailnsdy’s lady, who could 
not for some time be prevailed U|)on to restore lier lo her mas- 
ter. The Icing was seated writing when Jhche was brought 
hack, General Rotlundmrg, opening llu^ room do(H’ so 
softly that tho king was not aware <H’ it, let in poor Bitdu!, 
who at one leap was on his table and tbrt*w lu'r lore-paws 
about his nock. Ills eyes fdled with tears at iliis tedeen of 
tho animal’s fondness, 

Th(3 marquis do Valori was the succe.ssor, in I7df), of La 
Ch6tardie, as French amhassadtir at the court of Berlin,--- 
Frederick, who Inul cnnc<!ive(l a warm IViijndship for the 
latter, was a long time heforo lui ca>uld rcconeih! himself lo 
tho change: hut tlie (iNcellcjnt cluiraclerof tlie manpiis linally 
won his respect and coididence. You are a wiU’l by man,” 
Sfiid the king to him familiarly om^ day, iUwid a man of 
superior understanding; tint in the post of ambassador jmu 
are yet a iu)vic(>, I will tluirelore give, yon a pieces of ad- 
vice: if you havtjany thing to negoliato, apply dinmt to mo; 
my peojilo will deceive, that is what I |)uy them hir. I 
wish you well, and therefore desire lhai your court may 
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iKiVG reason to be saiisfiad wiili you.'’ Tins niinisi.er ae(!oin- 
i)aiiiccl Frederick In Ills canipaigiis during; Uu? t\Vi> wars ol' 
Silesia. Shortly \n)km\ Uie haUlr. of Sorr, in oju' ot tin' 
encani|)men(.s, the itMit: of l.h(j ainhassiulor was |)larril a(. Hu* 
exlrornity of the emup. The Austrians were inlni'nied nl’ 
liio nirciiinsi;uic(3 by some deserters, and, l)(dni'(! (i)ur in ilu^ 
morning, a detachment of rundours caniu without noim^ and 
surrounded th(3 tent, witli ilm design of securing Hm nitir^ 
quis. J)'Arg(d, his secreiai'y hai)iMmed to lu^ u[). I laslily 
slipping on his excellenc-y’s handsoirn^ morning^ gown, In* 
asked the Imssiirs whom (hey wanted* ^^'Dio I'reindi tm- 
voy," they replied; 1 am the envoy," saiil the sm’.relarv. 
M'hey seized him, tlirew him upon a horse, and giillojHul oll» 
leaving Uio maivjuis to e.scapt^ with his papers, On reaching 
the head-quarters of the enemy, the Austrian p;eneral asked 
the prisoner if luj was M* Valori, minrster of k’raiice to 
the king of Piussia* ‘^No, genm-al," was Ihe, answer, I am 
only his secnilary,^' — <<llow durst you tlum declare that 
you were M. do Valori?" — ^^Heeause it was my duly. Fan 
you who are acf|nuinted with the laws iif lionour, hlame ini> 
fori I?" 

The king was so })l(sised with tlu^ pnisnncc^ of mind and 
conduct of IPArgel; on this occasion that he lost no \ \u\i* iu 
getting him oxchangiul. When ho came, hack, tie wished 
to sec him, and comudved so high an opininn of iuin that, 
with the consent of M, do Valori, he engaged him in his 
service, soon after tho hatth^ of I lolu'idViedhcrg, a.s reader 
and literary secretary. Jlnth we 1*0 always well sutisjie<l 
with one another. I'n Hm year l 7 dn,w)Hsi I)*Arget wie^ 
plunged into the desqu^st ilespondmicy hy llm loss of ids 
wife, Urn king wroht thus to him: V<m ougid not lo give 
way thus to grief. Ueason must tell you itiiil we are not 
immortal, and it is not worth wliilo to alllict oniM*lve.s idnuit 
tho short time llmi we have lo live. Id vents lie r/Aocc ns, 
and vve act sinfully if, as iiliiloHoplims, w (3 ninnmir agiiln.’ii 
the laws of Naliirtf, us Flirisl.ians, agiiiiist llu? (Iren es of 
Providence* Oonsider that lloavim has takim fioni you 
only a part of wluit it Inis given, and that yon an* niiHiaiik- 
ful, if you despise tho many hlessings which it hlill Icuvcjv 
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you. You have a son, and it is your duty to aitnnd to his 
education and welfare.’^ .D’Aiy’ot tiled in 177H, 

Frederick had gained two important victor his, and yet 
cirouinatanoes coinpclhul liim iall liindc l)elol'l^ llu) l)i?uicn 
enemy. This was eld oily owing to the weakn(\ss of Ills 
army and the want of in'ovisions. For i\vr. days lie iv.^ 
mained on the licld ol* hatlh^, that his advm-sary ndgljl, have 
no pretext to elaiin the victory, atid then minrlnul to 
Trantenau, where he conliiUHal till the Uilli of Ocioix!!' — . 
When the last cask of (lour and tlie last hinidhMjf .straw 
were consumed, the army cmnincnccd its nUriait lor Silesia, 
which it entered on the Utiln Dn Moulin Idnned a line 
on the frontier; iln^ rest of llie tinny was cantomal helwiujn 
Schweiilnii/, and Slriegau. (living the chief eiimmand (if 
it to prince Jjcopold of Auludl, iho king w(‘nt to llerlin, 
under the impression tiuit tins Anstrians wouhl soon go into 
wintor-cpiarters, and vvtis received in his capital with (he 
greatest rejoicing. 


CIIAFrKR XX. 

Tiid king himself was still Hmurting under the loss of 
two of his dearest friends, Jordan and Ki'yserling, It is 
evident from hiseorrespondem’ti how dcsiply ho was aIhuiUsd 
by it. ^‘When I last wrote to yon/^ lu’^ says in a letter to 
Madame de (JamaH, ‘hny sonl was stu'cne, and] foriJioiled 
not the misforturui that was to liefall me. in the space of 
three months, I have lost two of my most failhliil friends.^^ 
On the loth of Septeniher, he most earneslly na'.ominends 
Koyserling’s orphan daughter to iln^ care of the same lady, 
and a fortnight later lu? writes to Didnuu <Vl low unfortunate 
am I to have lost nearly at tiie same lime my good dordau 
and my dear Kcy.sm’lingl They were my family, and I 
now fetd forlorn, and am plungisl into a mourning of heart 
far more gloomy and sorrowful than a mourning in black 
cloiiies,^^ When Diihan liad sent liiin the hooks whi(di he 
np|)lied for after the battle of Sorr, Frederltdc wrole on llic 
2dth of October; I confess to you llmt 1 had tears in my 
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eyes when I opcncil the books of my poor dceoasofl .Iordan, 
It is not wilhout aeul.o pain that I eaii l.liiiik (hat tins man 
wlioin I «o Ibntliy lovod is no nion^ On tliis acircunil., I 
almost, dread beinp;in Berlin a|j!;aiM; and it will (tost me much 
troiibki to wean myself from thosii doli^',bl.s wbieb Jordan’s 
and X(.tyserlin}v^s sotnei.y anbrdetd me.” 

Jordan, a native of Berlin, bad bism bred In (Int (tbtneal 
profession, and wasappoinled minister of ihe Freneli ebureb 
at Prcnzlow, luU resij!;iie(! the olTieit ont of f.»,ri(‘f for lint 
death of bis wife in 171113, In the following year In* visiled 
France, ICnglaiul, and Holland, and I lie narraiiv(t ol (his 
journey, wli'ieh lui imbllsliiid in ilm French laM|!;uav;(t, inlro- 
diuicd biivi to the noliiut of Fi-mbn-ick, l.lnm primmH’oyal, 
whose intimate frien(lshi|> Ihj aiupiintd, and lo winnn, as we 
have S(Mm, he ai'.led as rcinktr and siwtrelary at llheinslatrf!;, 
Ilis patron, on asitending Ihe thromt, afiptfinled inm (tundor 
of the academi(iH, |ji;ave him ihe dinud ion of I he m‘\y llerlin 
jKilice, afterwards made him privy-coiimstdlor, and in 1711 
vice-jiresident of Ibe yVcaibnuy of Srimie.its. Dnrinjji; (In* 
two Sil(.‘sian wars, Jordan was Ihe person lo whom let mosi 
fre(|U(!ntly wrole, and to wliom he eommuiiMtaled all he did 
and ail he ihonghl. It was Jordan, too, who procured and 
forwanlitd to the kinp;any lil.itrary pnaluclions lhat. he (h‘- 
sired to have. Jkiron I’nllnilz, t*Mllinf^ upon him one day, 
found on his lahl<s sttvei’id jaimphhtls, full of such jjjross 
abuse of the .king that lut was frigldrned. I low dan? you 
he so l)old,” said he, ‘‘as (o havit in your possi'ssitm sucij 
atrocious liluds?” — “I shall not kitep linmi long,” i‘(‘plicd 
Jordan; “I shall send (hem olf (o (lurking lo«morrow/* 

, — “What! dure you smid him such gross (silumniitsi'” 

“ Why not! ho knows that I am not (he aullior of (Ih'iu; he 
knows (hat I do not approve tliem; hi: knows lhal in send - 
iiig them, I only obey his or(l(U’s.”--“ Ah, my iViend, s(i|l 
it is to be feared that the ill iimnour wtii(di (hey inusl cxt iir 
will fall upon you,” — “I liavci no hauMvhatenu' of (hiii; 
besides, T only do my duty,” 

“Jordan,” says Bielefeld, “was no hrst.iato eharncler, 
hut he posses.secl a good und(n’Slanding, a phaeamt vein of 
hurnonr, erudition, and an excellent lieai l. A foiuhieHs for 
all moral beauty ^vas his passion. After his wifeds death, 
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his lihi-niy was Uus object of bis dearest afleetioii. Ho spoke 
admirably, Imt was only a middliiifj; writer. His extreme 
vivacity would not allow liiin time to think maturely of the 
subject which he was discnssin(f, or to ehoo.se hi.s expressions, 
still less to revise and correct what he had written. His 
kylo was too concise to he pleasing: by aiming to he. laconic 
he was dry. 'I’o his sovereign he was attache.<l \vith a fer- 
vour tliat bordered on idolatry--in .short, ho was an excel- 
lent servant, a faithlid friend, an alVectiouate father, and a 
useful citizen.” 

Th(! king wrote a cantata on llu! death of his friend, and 
sent it to lic.rlin to he composed by (fraun. ()n hisniturn 
from lh(! army this cantata was perfonned in the chapel: 
when it was finished, ho put an end to the music and retired 
in tears. 

Keyserling, who had entered into the military service of 
Primsia in 1731, and was appointed one of the coinpauioiis 
of Frederick when prince-royal, .soon gained hiseiilire con- 
fidence. During his residence at Jtheinsherg, he selected 
Keyserling as his envoy (o Voltaire to .solicit froni him a 
copy of hi.s work.s, impiihlished as well as published, for 
that seat of the Muses. Keyserling united the most oppo- 
.site (inidities: .sometimes all lurhiilencc and impetuosity, at 
others, alt gcnllcnu.ss and setisihilily, he was either full of 
frolic and hilarity, or grave and reserved, hut in all humours 
equally amiable. His wit was ineshmistihle, and his mind 
stored with the mo.st various knowledge. He married a 
countess Schliellbn, by whom he left a dmighler only ii 
year old at the time of liis deallt. The king iiitended to 
Itave trained him for a general, hut Keyserling had atlaiiied 
no higher rank limn that of colonel. 

Fi'cilerick’s wish was to liriiig about a peace if possildc 
liy fresh negotiations; hut, wltile Ihiis occupied, a plan de- 
vised by Hriilil, Ihu Saxon minister, imd liivonridily re- 
ceived by the Austrian eotirl:, for elfeeting the ruin of .I’rus- 
.sia in the middle of that same winter, was ciimmimiealod 
to liim. Its object was nothing le.ss than to pouolinlo 
through Saxony into his domiiiioii.H, to wrest Silesia from 
him, and to reduce him again to margrave of nriindeiihnrg. 
'I’he main army under prince Charles was to march Ihrougli 



PIIHJ)K1UCIC Tjni <aiWAT. 


1,^7 

Liiflatia direct to lierlin; aiic)ih(;r oorp.H of I (),()()() inoii, 
under the eoinmaiid of general (lriiiM% il(‘l.{i(died (Voin ilie 
Austrian army on iho lihiiie, was tn join ill(^ Sa.xons near 
Leipzig, to surprise llio PrussiauH near llalli*, ainl likewiMi 
to push forward to Berlin. It was then Uh* inlenlion In 
force the king to restore Silesia to Austria, ami (n rede I lie 
duchy of Magdeburg, with KoUbus and Ihdiz, In Saxony. 
Luckily, BriUd was so jiroud ol his plan that he <anild not 
keep it to himself; ho inenlioued it to tim Swetlish ainlsiM" 
sador in Dresden, wlio, an admin;r ol KrederielPs, iMSlanlly 
communicated it to Rudenskiold, th<^ and)aHsa<ltU‘ td his 
court in Berlin, hy whom tlui king was nuule lu'.qnaiiited 
witli it on the same day that the radours ami standards re» 
cently taken were solemnly placed in tlie gurrisnn“eli\n’(d) 
of his capital. TIh^ dang(!r was urgmit, and it rtapniril n 
resoluUi spirit, like Knuhn'ick’s, to nmtd, it with coolness. 
He immediately consul led with his mlnishu's and generals, 
but none of them would give ensUt lo the slory, ronecivlng 
that Jh'iihl was not eapahhs of so hold an itlea. Llio most 
inor( 3 dulous of all was tins (dd prince of Anhalt, who ihougid 
it utterly impossihht that any such scheme eotdil he enter- 
tained hy the Ausirians, Fnahn’ick was ohiigtal to (‘xert 
all his authority lo carry his point, and U) prevail nn llie old 
Dossauer to hasUm to Halle, and (o put tim corps there into 
marcliing order, 

All FrodericlPs energies wei'o ronsed: ht« most inthiT 
conquer or perisii, 'riiongh Mltsalndh of Russia in(erfer<‘ii, 
and warned the king against any inenrsion into Sa\iiny. 
otherwise she should 1)0 ohligtid hy Ihe drfmisivo alliance 
subsisting between her and llie king of Poland lo ha.altm lo 
his assistance, Ins resointioii remained iimdianged; for, ac 
cording to his calcidutioii, in ihe wiirst event, it wimid he 
six months before any thing was to he reai’)Ml ti om a Unn'^ian 
army. Ho directed this answer to he lelnrntal to the eiu'- 
press, — that it was his wish to live in peiu’e, with all his 
neighbours; hutil any one hatched i ninonH plans against his 
dominions, no power in hhirope should prevent him liom 
defending himself and chastising his eimmies. 

On the 14th of November Frederick set out for Silesia, 
At his departure ho toiulorly mnhraced IhoHwedisli Kimhas- 
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sador, who had roiulcnul lilm m n sc^rvicn in connnu- 
nicating the <lasignn of lluMinniiiy. «ald iui 

dear ItudcnHlciold; iiilerest yourmilf (or nn^; 1 aliaU 
ever interest myseirior you.^* AlU’r Iluj [K^aro, tlu^ anibas-* 
sador eongralnlated his jnujosly, and l''n*derielv Hnnt him a 
snuflU)ox and a service ui“ Meissen jjtireelain, wliicli had 
formed part of tl^e btioiy. <^A,<‘cept this/* lie wnile, 
token that I thoiighi- of yon in Saxony/^ When this am- 
bassador, eominonly (lalleil kviuu\\'/n\/</mnu\ was replutuul , 
in 17d8,jtho king lomid it vm*y dillicnh to pari, from him, 

Mistriisling ilie activity nf the old Dessaner, tlm hing 
ordered general Maaek, with a eor|KS of 5000 inmi, to rover 
llcrlinpmd to this end to go and iinaO, IIm! mieiny, ami to 
fight him. Five hnndred earls and wagons were in remli- 
noss, in ease of emergency, to remove tlm lunges {'oilers 
and the archives to Slettin. 

Arriving at Liegnity, on the 15(h, the king was apprized 
by letters from Winterfidd, who was (ihsm’ving the fronliera 
of Lnsatia, that nooo Saxons had cmlermi Upper Unsalia by 
way of Ziltun, and that th<^ main army nndi:r priinte Uhurlos 
would speedily follow, Fnalerick as^iemhl(^(l all (he ilia, 
posable troops, snniniontal gimeral Nassau fnnu Upper 
Silesia to J jantlshnl, to covm' the frontier ther(‘, ainl occupied 
all the passes, (o prevent any tidings lait such as he pleascil 
from reindiing the Anstriims in Uohemia. In this manner 
ho contrived to deceive prince (Jharlen a ser.oiid lime. He 
aifcclodjout of concern for the faUj of the eapilal, to have 
no thoughts whatever of an incursion into Saxony, and pre- 
loiulcd that his only <ihj(jct was to gel to Jlerliii liy way of 
C rosso n, hoi ore Ulmrles could arrive there through laisatia, 
To give a colouring of truth to this insiriuiitioii, lie caused 
some of Winterfehrs hussars, who had cnnimitled excesses 
in Limalia, to he severely punished, the rouils aiiont (.haisscn 
lo ho repaired, and magayiues to he eslahlislied in that di- 
rection. Tlie lioher, the Queis, and the Noisse ^veni occe- 
piodr any person going (Voin Hnsatia was allowed to croHS 
these rivers to Silesia, hut not a ereatnro to go from Silesia 
to Saxony. Thus prince Oliarles, on his march tlirougli 
J^iisatia, anticipated no moli?.staiion, and expiieted at most to 
fall in with WinterfuhPs corps of uhservalion, eonsi, sling of 
8000 men, . 
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On the 23tl ef Novt’.iulHn', h’nidorii’.k, liivi«ir<iil liy a 
thick foff, very quietly crossed (.lu; (iue.is iieiir Nionidmi 
aief nSeJ on for Oerlit., to wldc.l. the Auslrisns had 

already iulvaiieed. yVt Kalhnlis(di-1 l.uiioTsdorl, ho t.dl in 
with some bodies ortlieeneiny i toascerlain |Mrcisidy where 
ho was, the kiiif? sent Corward a rej!;inient id hussar, s heloro 

each of his four eolinnns, llie (livisions o( which were iiiii- 

to SLipnori Ciioh otlior. two nui.rr ootuniii.**, on Inti 
riujht and left, consisted of cavalry, the two iiuuu; id Milanliv. 
'I’he first column of infaiitry was led hy the kiiii?; Iiimscll, 
and preceded liy Zieteii with Ids luissar.H. 'riiii niaicli was 
attended witli many diliic.ulties, liiu troops Imvitui; yoi, 
through a hlumler of (he guided, into a deep morass, /lelcii 
arrived /ii\sL at a hy-road jkhh' I loiuMTHtliirl, and llial 

this largo villago, oxlinullug a liill (tlonnan) ndlo, was <h*' 
ttiipiod by ihroo roginunil.s oi’tho oinony^^ I'nvalry and nnr. 
of infantry. As Uuj king was far in tin? vr.'M\ /ioirn umm in 
no small porploxity t ho conld du no olln'r Ihati tall upon 
the enemy, who mm still in ihfjir, (puirlrra, .‘‘ingty and 
unexjxjc.icdly, and sent tins king liislanl tidings of his dau’ 
gerous situation. Zi{jlon, in proser.ution of his t*iiloi‘priso» 
dashed with four .srj mid n»ns into llm (?onl n; of the villugo, and 
sent the otlior six scjuadj'ons to its two onds. A irvvnusea- 
sonablo shots had iiu^ainvhilo given an alarm to llioeneiny} 
and Zieten’a division was ri?eeived with a lire of ailillery 


and musketry by (In? Saxe-dolha n'giment of infantry.- -'. 
Undaunted by tins |•(^si‘^lane(^, /ie ten and Ids brave fidlow.s 
laid about them wiiti sutdi fury and niieeess, lliat in ;n ly th^' 
whole regiment was out. in pieees: the prinet' ahnn* tvn aprd 
with fifty nnm, leaving behind eanimn, (‘olnin s, and 

Meanwhile Urn other six Hi|nadron.s wern not idle; 

re-enfonionienls arrived from lln? king's divisitni; tin- vii|,n<,it 
was Hiirrmindod on all .sides, and (he enemy frnupM were 
destroyed or tak(*n, Ainoiig; the prisoners were n.iun ial 
Dalhvit/, eolonol O’Uyrii, and tldri v other lilllei rs, In nn* 
mory of this day, tlm regiments of jpmeials /defen and 
Uunseli wore pn?senle.d with silver InUtle dmiim, widt h 
they had taken fmin the niiitmy. 

The ntfair of I lonnersdorf was in realily id hiile im 
portanee, hut it striutk great terror in In the AiiMiian army. 
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Whilo Frederick entered Gdrlitz on tlie 25th of Novem- 
ber, and recruited his soldiers out of the enemy^s maga- 
zines which he found there, prince Charles entirely gave 
up his plan of surprising Berlin, and retreated in disorder 
to Bohemia, Winterfeld came up witli his rear-guard near 
Zittau, and took some prisoners and baggage. At Guben, 
the Prussians made tliem selves masters of an Austrian 
magazine, and carried it off to Bautzen, The old prince 
of Anhalt was ordered to enter the electorate with his anny 
assembled near Halle, and to attack the Saxons near Dres- 
den. Winterfeld drove general Hohenems out of Silesia, 
and entirely cleared that province of the Austrians; gene- 
ral Lchwald was sent to tlie Elbe to threaten Dresden and 
to support the prince of Anhalt, and the king himself in- 
tended to follow liim after he had allowed l)is army a brief 
repose, 

The old Dessauer did not execute his commission with 
that despatch which the king had enjoined, It was not 
till the end of November that he moved from Halle with 
his 25,000 men; on the 29th lie appeared before Leipzig, 
and took that city, which the Saxon troops had quitted, hy 
capitulation, Frederick now sent him orders to march 
with greater expedition through Torgau to Meissen, and 
there to form a junction with Lehwald’s corps. This junc- 
tion was effected on the 13th of December, as the enemy 
had neglected to destroy the bridge across the Elbe; and 
Leopold then marched upon the Saxon capital On Dm 
15th, the king himself arrived at Meissen, and occiii)ic<l 
both banks of the Elbe. 

Though things wore so favourable an aspect for Frede- 
rick, he still adhered to the principle of moderation, aiul 
had recently offered peace to the court of Dresden on tho 
conditions of the Hanoverian convention. For these jic- 
gotiations he had recourse to Mr, Villiers, the English am- 
bassador in . Dresden, Phe proposals of Uie latter were 
haughtily rejected. Now, however, wlicn Frederick's 
armies threatened the capital, a different disposition was 
manifested. General Grfme, who had actually set out for 
Berlin was hastily recalled; and the commancler-in-chief, 
count Rutowski, was ordered to cover Dresden. Auguslus 
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himsolf had fled to Prague with such precipitation, as to leave 
behind him the youngest princes. It was owing to these 
circumstances that Frederick, as soon as he entered Meissen, 
received intelligence from Villiers that the king of Poland 
was ready to make peace, and that Maria Tlieresa also would 
accede to the convention of Hanover, provided that some 
alterations were made in it in her favour. Tliis letter, had 
it arrived a few clays earlier, would have saved the lives of 
thousands of warriors: as it was, the king had scarcely read 
it before the guns were thundering at Kesselsdorf. 

On the 13th of December, prince Charles arrived with the 
principal Austrian army in the environs of Dresden; but, in 
compliance with the arrangements of the Saxon authorities, 
his troops were so widely dispersed, that it took twenty** 
four hours to concentrate them. Besides, he found count 
Rutowski indisposed to co-operate with him. He conceived 
that he had no need of the assistance of the Austrians, deem- 
ing his position so secure that the Prussians would not 
venture to attack him, He' consented, when too late, to a 
junction with prince Charles. On the 14th, the prince 
inspected the Saxon army, and the enemy’s commanders 
agreed to fall ii])on tiie old prince of Anhalt. Tlie latter 
did not wait for them: shaking off his inactivity, he antici- 
pated their attack, 

The Saxon army occupied a situation which presented 
great difficulties to an assailant. The camp extended from 
Kesselsdorfjfor seven or eight miles, nearly to the Elbe; tho 
left wing was supported on the village of Kesselsdoif, about 
four miles from Dresden. On the right, the ground, at first 
level, declined more and more, and at last so rapidly that it 
was impassable for troops. Upon a hill on tho right of the 
entrance of Kessolsdorf were planted six pieces of cannon, 
and here was placed the first line of tho Saxons, consisting 
entirely of infantry. In tho villa go itself wore poatod tho 
grenadiers and the Rutowski regiment: the prinoij^al oiiv. 
trance to it was defended by a battery of twenty-rfour guns. 
The Saxon right wing terminated at Pciuicricli, near the 
Elbe, where general Grime’s corp.s of GOOO mon joined*—* 
a post almost inaccessible from rocks and precipices. 

It was about two in the afternoon, when the prince of 

14 * 
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Anhalt commenced Iho attack, Advancing from Wildiirf, 
he soon perceived that tlio victoiy depended on the enpiuvo 
of the village of KcsselsdoiT; he placed the Infantry destined 
for the purpOiSo in three linen, and supported them by u 
regiment of dragoons in the Ibnrtlu His own ri;giment, 
with three grenadier l)attalions,atia(d;(Mi Ihn village in front, 
wliilc tichwald operaled on the dank, 'rids first attack 
failed: the fire from the hailery of 2'l gnus, and the small 
arms of the Saxons ])os(,ed in the village, madci such havoc 
among the Prussians that they wen^ forced to retire. A 
second assault having been foihal in lil((\ mimiim', any furiher 
attempt appeared imjieless, At ihis moment a Saxon gene- 
ral inconsiderately ordered his men to a<lvaiic.<^ and to pur- 
sue the Prussians. They oheyc^d. 'rim Saxons Ihendiy 
destroyed the eiVeet of their own hatleries, and ia^oindd in- 
stantly took advantage of IIhh error, 'i’lie dragmm n^giment 
of the fourth line rnshed ii])on the advancing^ Saxons, and 
out them in pieces or took them prisonms: tin', infantry 
penetrated into tlm village, made iheinsidves masters of the 
battery by which they had Hullenal so sevisndy, and forced 
the Saxons wlio defended tln^ place to lay down Ilnur anna; 
while the cavalry broke the enemy ^s left wing, dispersed hia 
cavalry, and put tlie whole to ilight. Prince Imopold^a 
youngest son, Maurice, who <M>mmand(ul llm left wing ofllm 
Prussians, and till the capture oftlu) villiig(5 had merely cam 
uonaded, no longer content with tliis occupation, advanced 
ajijainst the onemy^s right wing, overcame, all the diHicultioa 
ot the ground, and led nine battalions thnmgh tln^ lialf- frozen 
water of tho ditcln They clambered up rocks and preci- 
pices, and with bayonets fixctl, drove the. (UKuny from the 
heights near Ponncrich. Tlie Prussian cavalry of the right 
wing, separated from lIuMinerny by precipices, pursued the 
fugitives. Thus, after a cnnllictof two hours, (ho Pmssians 
wore victorious. 'I'hn Saxons, incimling Orfirnds eonjs, were 
(1,000 strong*, (he Prussians numhered about a tnousand 
more. The victors had dO(K) killed or woumled; of the 
Saxons 11000 were loft deml on the fudd: (1500 were taken 
prisoners, among whom were JiOO oilicm’s, and they lostdH 
pioces of cannon, five [juir of colours, an<l tlireo standards, 
Jt is a remarkable eireumstaiico that the two main armies, 
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hoth Iho Pnissiftti anil printM! (^Iiarlrs’ti, went iiiaHiv.' 
tators of this hMU'- 

This victory coal llio rniaHiaim M'V.Tal -l 

ficcrs,«’lioeitlHu- foil diirini; llio .•M|viv,- in. i>i ..nhn ..i il.- o 

woiMids, 'I'lH! old DoasaiuH' liad Ina iai.ii ],. i loiai. .1 lu ilu. >■ 

places byballH; Ilia valiaiil; Kon Ma.irov I,;., ih,. <■ !u.. 

killed II lulor him, and a hall curriod an'ay 
of his coat, hilt noithor of Ihom was uom..h-,i. I.v li.r. 
dorious aohkivomonl, L.m|mld crowimd a . y 

rccr of fifty ytnirs. An ( in Mn ili, rh.tpimi 

the ropiiment of Knlckstnin, in mi unpnlilinlir.i iMU .nMr mi 

tho ovmilH oIHIuh linns whrii h* \Uv iMtil. 

of ICcHHclndorf: <‘'rinMi|i;h llnuihl wii-t iu rirn.iovi th 

often for a increlrilks in nxririsii^*^ the pi^n Pn lh 

utlokif^e of eiir^ius, this ulliiir u'nir Ion m rnnoj a h<f*K. Hr 
gave his ortlers and ud\'aJM'*'d willi tin' womIn: ‘ n:> 

lads, in Uie name of (lod It is ahnMrfit* <1 h 1 
just before Iho haitlo he prononin'ril rhl-i \ 

graeioiisly assist me (hisilayj ni* il I lion wilt ohI, ■ a \ j vO 
do not help the niseidly enemy, hul. Imik un, h:t|i( » n ej 
will!'’ 


NoJnherless aiiee.flotrs of this lecenfiie jnim** 
current amojig the people. A soldier (hum hiivnoinl, .lotl 
ill llu) service- of HnoMlenhiiJg' evrn' siner hr 

thorougldy hnive, rough in miiimers. ini! ihh-, ;oid vodt ■/}, 
like Ids royal iViend, kVerh'rii'k W illi-on, 'i tMMirjt n,, d 
diflciplinarian, his coiideticen.'iinn ami i.oniji.uit> jr-.:. jr/i 
him, belli in garrison mnl In riimp. the idol *0 tie' - it' i 
with whom lie shared their hrown IoimiI, .md v, hn h -i i 
of liim to curse and swear, (‘imer'ivinr., .i w ,:h. 

violent pasnion for the daiighbu’ i»| no *ip<*i[hi - -o ^ - r.’.;, 

ho miUTUal her after allaining his iinjmMy , r*ol ilo * J .1 o r ij 
by this union wme* einvahat hy ihr mnp^ nn iu ihv ?i » i 

princes of tlieeniime, ami deeliui'd h yjUm Ut « ^ ^ ; 

alone hiul any iidhienreover hi a nlmiin it*- dj :pi - n, : dh 
IVofinenlly cansed Inin Ui anas aihduulv -od .jv 

in his limited eirclii us Fredeiirk .lid au i. *^ 4 — 

minions. 'I'hls disposition Wio^ ime4 y i 

in llio compulsory ineiiits wlilrh he emplMyrd lo ai i 
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in his own hands the whole landed property of his country^ 
and in acts of despotism and oppression, which drove away 
the nobility and gentry, utterly mi nod many families, and 
degraded his principality to a province of Brandenburg. 

Brought up with the soldiery, rudo in manners and coarse 
in language, Leopold's life was divided between the parade, 
war, and the chase; but his ambition, as well as his early 
connexion with the house of Austria, involved him in 
various intrigues, rendered him imperious, and subtracted 
from liis usefulness, more especially at the court of the last 
of the three sovereigns of Brandenburg to whom he devoted 
his services. Over a prince possessing Frederick's abilities 
it was not possible for Leopold to maintain that influence 
which he had exercised over his father; and on some occa- 
sions the sarcastic monarch even made him his butt. As a 
permanent memorial of the victory of Kesselsdorf, to wliicli 
Leopold was fond of reverting, Frederick presented him 
with a minute plan of the battle, admirably drawn aiul 
magnificently decorated: but the shield with the title in- 
scribed upon it, in one corner, was borno by an qld tom-cat 
with prodigious moustaches, such as tlie prince was ac- 
customed to wear. 

Long after his death, in 1747, the influence which Leo- 
pold had exercised for half a century .was perceptible. Ho 
continued to live in his sons, Leopold, Dietrich, and 
Maurice, in the children of his eldest son William Gustavua, 
who died in 1737 — the counts of Anhalt — and in generals 
Fouque, Winterfeld, and Golz. They formed a party at 
court and in the army not surpassed by any other In chival- 
rous feeling, valour, and military experience, but which 
found sturdy opponents in marshal count Schwerin, and 
subsequently in tlie princes of the blood and of the hoiisQ 
of Bruns wick, and in generals Zieten, Retzovv, and Forcadc. 
Nothing but Frederick's supexdor genius could have directed 
energies rent by jealousy, discord, and hateful feiuls to one 
common end, or employed them separately for the benefit 
of the state. Tho late king of Prussia erected in Berlin a 
marble statue of prince Leopold executed by Schadow, 
which was removed in 18S8 from the pleasure-garden to 
the Wilhelnisplatz, 
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PrlncG Mnuvicc, one of the most (listingnislicd of the 
heroes of Kesselstlorf, was llie luvourile and the very type 
of the old prince. He did not, indeed, like his fallier, .sine 
all the church hymns to the lime of the Des.siiu march, and 
Jic was more polished in society: hut, hroiight up among 
soldiers, blunt, brave, and sincere, lie could neitlier read 
nor write — a eircuinstauce which seems at that time to have 
abated little fi-om bis usefulness as a general and his dignity 
as a prince. 

On the loth of December, the day after the victory of 
Kcs-selsdorf, Ii'rodericU witli lii.s army joined that of the 
prince of Anhalt, and inspected the (leUl of battle. The 
jirincc Inul made amends in tlie eyes of the king for all liic 
faults ()f his previuu.s tardiues.s, and received the most 
flattering coinmendalioiis tor the iidelligeiice and valour 
which Inul produced such a lirilliaut nssult. Priuee Charles, 
who had moanwliilo eolhaited his seatiered troops, wislied 
the Saxons to try tlie fortune of another attack; hut Ru low- 
ski, who Inul fled with the relics of his iieateu army to 
Dresden, was not to lie iiersuadad to follow his advieo; nay, 
ho even evaeuated the Saxon capital, leaving tlicre only 
d0()() militia, and sought safety in a retreat to Bohemia, 
whitlicr lie wan ioll()w<Ml by ])niico Uharlcs. 

i rcdcii'iak now I)r(\s(hjn to ho mnnnioncd. It 

would Imvo ilin inons iuipnuiiiaahlti to dofond tliu city, 
as count .Briild hud dcniioliHluid purl, t)l ihu rorlifniationH, in 
ovdor^to cnlavfjjo the fj;anl(nKs oi’ Ida inunaion ail na ted near 
tho .lOlho, Guruind .Ho.Mt, the ^ovcninr, declared at unco 
that lie could do no ollun* than yi(dd, (or it waa ijuposaihlo 
to de((3nd ])Ioasnr(3-[i;rouiHls*^^ The iniidaierH Iheruldre Hont 
the king a capUnlation, hut when thia was rejeciial, tluiy 
opened the gates unconditionally. On ihe THlIi ul’ Deceni- 
her, ,!0‘Gdcri(dc entered tlu^ city with lour roginuMits, mode 
prisoners of (ho ndlilia, dl5 i^nictjrs, and 1.000 wounded 
soldier.s, '.riiat part of the royal family which liad hecn 
lelt hohind, tim minintei's, and the (dii(‘f adniinistrative 
authoritie.s wore in tlie king’s power, The stritdesl disci- 
pliiUi was mainlained, so that ( he presence of foreign soldiers 
was scarcely jxircepiiblo, Fre<lerick himself won all hearls 
by his kindness and linmaniiy, He went to see tlio king’s 
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children, cheered mid coniforUul lluiin, and leiV Ihein llio 
jmlacc-|»;iiard and every honorary dislincl.ion. lie, declared 
to the Saxon irilni.sier« lhal, he had no inUniiiofi lo avail 
himself of Lhc means which KorUiniJ had put inl.o liin hands, 
to revenge the perfidy and inli'igm^s of Hifild; hot (hal, on 
the contrary, ho oilered Ills friendshii) for tins luHttinioio 
the king of Poland. In fuel, the terms of I In! ti*eaty which 
he aiihniitted to ilioni throngh the Idnglish ainhassador, 
deviated in no rcisjnict from those of thi! I lanovi!riaii con- 
vention. 

King Angustns, de.H|)oiI(nl of coiintiy, revenues, and 
troojis, was aware timt hi! had no longer any rlioieej and 
Maria TIumthu like wist! perccdvisl lliat pride is not always 
a useful coadjutor. She despatc.hed count I Inrrach, i-lian- 
eclloi’of ]h)henna,tn Dresden, with tlie nspiisilt! lull powiirs; 
and tlie negotiation was brought tlu! more speedily to a I'loso, 
hccaiiso tho king of Prussia himself had exhausted Ids re- 
sources, and liad reason to apprehend llin ititerfereiieo of 
the Russian arms. On tlu! i5/>th of Drtctunher, ten days 
after the hatile of K.t'ssijlsdorf, the tri*aty was signed: 
Austria renounced for the second lime alt claim lo Sihisin, 
and Frederick re.(!{>gids(ul I'rancis l< as eiujan'or. Augnslns 
engaged never agidn to allow an cmiinyid’ Prussia a passage 
through his donutdonH,an(l to uphohl the Ih’ote, slant religioii, 
mid he paid u million dollars as lUTeani of ndlitary coiilri- 
butions* 

On tho day after tho concinsion of peaci?, hh'ederick 
caused To Deum to lie sung in tin', church of the iloly 
Cross at J)r(3S(len, and the guns on the ramparts to he fircil, 
While in that ca[)ltal, lu! gave, hulls ami i!Oocerts, liad operas 
performed, and anuased the jieeple with other dru malic 
entertainmonls. lie caused tlu3ni to he snppli<>d also with 
bread, ami thus ucipdred not l(‘ss populiirily in I lie Saxon 
capital than ho hud gained at Dreslau on tlu! Ilr.st ca)dnre of 
that city. On the ^(i7th o( J)(M!einher, he lell it lo return 
to Berlin, with the testimony that, lowanls bolli the cuum 
try and its sovereign, ho had hehuvtal moiai like a Irieiid 
than a foo, 

Oreatns had before been the alarm in the Prussian ca[)ital, 
tho greater and more general was the Jo/ [irevaillng Llioro 
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when successive couriers brought livings of victories won, 
ot peace concluded, and at length, on the 2Sth of December 
the king h.nise 1 arrived. That day was ushered in by the 
ringing of all the bell.s. About noon the ciU'-coniiianics, 
to the number of 1 6, OOO, organized by tbe eommandlmt for 
the defence of the cajiilal, assembled, with bands nlavinc 
and colours dying, before the houses of tlieir olllcers, and 
then marched to the posts allotted to them, and formed a 
double flic Iroin tbe citj'-gato to tbe grand entrance of tlio 
palace. .1 he olTicers wore a blue uniform, and the privates 
tneir best clothes, Heforo the ])ula(.‘c waH vSlatioued a com- 
pail}’- oI young tradesmen. Their colours wero wliitc, with 
a burning heart, and tbe inscription: AV<; ardet pro ?we. 
1 he streets wero thronged by the lower classe.s, and the 
uglier tilled all the hou.se8 in the line through wliich the 
King was to jias-s. Every window was oeouiiied, and the 
Veiy tiles wero taken Irom Ihu roofs, which wero crowded 
with sjiectators. Great luuvihers went on horsehack eidit 
or ton miles to meet Iho king and to o.scort him to his 
palace, lie received them most graciously, li'rodorick 
was seated in an open carriage, with his brothers William 
ami Henry. Owing to the immen.se c.oncour.so of people, 
ho eon d proceed only at a foot-pace, hut this .served to 
lender his entry the more solonm. ’.rhe director of the 
posting dopartnumt, with a hmiilred postillions dres.sed in 
bluo and ovatige, hlowing horns, Imaded the iiroce.ssion: 
those were followed by tbe biitebers on bor.sebaek. 'I'be.se 
citizen, s wore brown clolbes and gold-laeed bat.s, bad blue 
colours, and formed a sipia.lron, ivliicl. was joined by all 
the olticcra of the lung’s bimting eslabli.sbmcnts and gamo- 
keepers in tlio noigbbonring disli'iei.s. Next came a de- 
taclimcnt ol the royal jiiger regiment, and (ben a squadron 
oI volun oers, compo.sed ol tlio iirimupal citizens of Merlin, 
111 dark b no unilorm and supm'bly nmnnled. 'i’lie.so sm- 
roundod the king’s carriage, Tlie |iages of the king and 
imiicos followed on liorsebnck, and a division of tbe guard 
closed the cavalcade, to say nothing of a long triiiii of car- 
nages winch had gone to meet liis majesty. The Sv 
guards, as the king rode botweon the file.s, jirescnted nrm^ 
the onicers saluted with the halberts and the colomMio 
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miiTincls noiirislied, and llio i)oo|d« ahoulod for tlio first 
time “Long livo If'rediirick tiik (.Lioat!” Females 
Btrevved llio road with llowers, and laurel wnaiths were 
Ihrown from llm windows into llm earringo ol llio king. 
“Never/’ says IJielefeld, “ilid I wil.uoss a more l.(m(!hing 
SKcnc. The iioini) of emirls, (lie feslivities wliieh lake 
niacc at the eomniiind ol a sovereign, may lri'<|iieiilly de- 
ceive; hut here all was s|ionlaiieous, alt llie resull. of admi- 
ration and allaelmienl. The king was grave ami agilalcd; 
a feeling of Ids dignily, tint also ha|i|imesH in hemg llio 
ruler of such a tieojile, was legihlo m his countenance. Ho 
bowed right and left, and callcil out .several times to Iho 
Ihru.sting and struggling crowd: ‘ Don’t hurt one another, 
my children Take care of the horses At the .same 
time conversing with those who were nearest to him, and 
by his allahility crowning the general joy.” 

On alighting at the palace, Frederick was n'ceived by 
his brother Ferdinand, the other princidy personages, the 
generals of the army ami the most distinguished people of 
his court. He Iheii proceeded to the royal apartments up 
.stair.H, where the uicetiug with the two ipieens was moat 
lomler and alfeclionate. Hut the king .soon withdrew Irom 
the congratulations of eoiuiiers, the endearments cd' relatives, 
and the plaudits of the rejoicing people, to iiay a last trihulo 
to IVicnd.shlp. Informed that his old preceptor, Duhaii dii 
Jandun, was at the point of death, he, wont that same even- 
ing to see. him once more. “ My dear Diihaii,” said ho, n» 
ho approached his bed, “ I cannot tell yon how it grieves 
me to find you in this state. Would to (lod that 1 could 
contribute in any way to your relief and veeovery ! You 
should then see what aaei'ilieos my graliltido would cheer- 
fully make for you.” Didiaii was already very weak. 
“To Koe your majesty once more,” said he, “ is the great- 
est cmisoiation that I could have. Now, 1 shall die easier; 
for it is all over with me!” At ihe.so word.s he made a 
inovemcnlas if to take Indd of the king’s hand and kisiS it. 
Frederick would not permit him, and ipiilleil the room with 
the painful oxclainalioii: “ No, I camiol hear it any longer!” 
The dentil of his friend imhiltercd his joy on iieeouiitof 
tlio peaee, and ho liotioitred his momory in an lOlo^e, which 
was read before the Academy of Selenccs in llerlin. 
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«Thus torminiiUMl/’ FrodcM-ick, ‘Ulic socoikI war, 
whici) iiiul lasted sixteen months, and 1 ) 0 (.mi earriod on with 
great exasperation on both sidc3S. The Saxons Imd inani- 
leslcd in it all tliolr liatred against Pnussia, and their jea- 
lousy of the aggrandi/cment of this noighhonring i)Ower, 
"I’ho Austrians fought for the empire and to maintain their 
inniionco over itsallairs, fearing lest Prussia migld gain loo 
great an aseendency; and Prussia, exposed to the worst 
dangers, at length conquered solely through the order and 
tlio heroic courage of her troops. Tliis war occasioned 
none of those great revolutions whicti change the destiny 
of states; hut it ])r oven tod tiie oecMirrence of such revolutions 
by obliging the prince of Lorraine to leave Alsace, The 
death of Charles VII. was a circumstance that could not ho 
foreseen. It deranged the ])lan for wresting the imperial 
dignity for ever from the new house of Austria, If then 
things are ostimuKid ac(?.ordlng to their real value, this war 
caused in some measure a uselcsss (dlusion of blood, and tlm 
snccessivti victories served only to secure to Prussia the 
posstission of Silesia. 

If wo consider this war mcM'oly in regard to the 
increase or decrease of tlie n‘sources of the belligerent 
powers, it cost Prussia eight millions of dollnrs, besides the 
blood spilt in hatiic, and Upper and Lower Silesia sunere<l 
con,siderably; bnl, on tim one hand, these losses wore such 
as a provident administration soon njtrlevc^s, and, on the 
other, those of Uie Austrians and Saxons were In^yond com- 
parison more .stwere. Holnunia and Saxony su(li3red iti like 
manner from the presence of the gn^at armies; tlio linamn^s 
of the queen of Ilnngaiy were utterly d<3rang(3d, notwith- 
standing the .lOngtish suhsidhis; her loss in nnsn was much 
greater than that of Prussia; and the war cost the king of 
Poland more than five millions of dollars, Priihl certainly 
understood the art of ruiidng his master nn^ihodicall 3 ^^^ 

Setting aside the assured possession of Silesia, Fredoriede 
soenfi.s to consider that it was productive of no other ad- 
vantage than that of rendering the Prussian jiovvor more 
formidable and establishing his personal repulaiion a.s a 
soldier. In order to maintain the high po.sition which his 
wars had acquired him, the king atrenglhoncil his army, 

VOL, n. — 16 



170 


LIFE AND TIMES OF 


agreeably to the maxim -which he had adopted that tlie best 
'^vay to preserve peace is to be always prepared for wai% 
With the surplus of the 45,000 Saxon and Austrian prisoners 
of war, and the addition of 7000 of his own subjects, he 
filled the gaps made in his regiments by the bloody battles 
of the late war; as though men who had been fighting for 
their country would fight just as bravely against it when 
placed in its enemy’s ranks. 

The reader will ask with astonishment how it was possi- 
ble that, with such troops as he commanded, troops partly 
composed of ihesciiin of human society, Frederick could 
achieve such signal successes; and he will be surprised to 
find in the Prussian army not only the most heroic valour, 
but in certain portions of that army an ardent patriotism, 
and in others a spirit of mutual attachment, which must 
have been infused by something' into the heterogeneous 
medley. This something was, we may assume, the extra- 
ordinary genius of Frederick. Ho first animated those 
slavish will-less masses, instilled into tlicm the requisite 
self-assurance, and unbounded confidence in his superior 
energies and resources. 

True it is that, ever since the lime of Frederick ^yilliam 
I., the Prussian army surpassed all other European troops 
in military exercises, in the art of mano3Uvering, and in 
strictness of discipline. At first, too, it had only armies 
similarly composed to contend with: but the history of all 
wars teaches us that with such means nothing extraordinary 
was ever accomplished; and that no general over led his 
troops to certain victory, unless they were fired by some 
sentiment or other — love of country or of liberty, revenge, 
hatred or religion, We should look in vain for any of 
these moral levers in Frederick’s armies at this time. The 
rude common soldier regarded the bloody game of war as 
the means of gratifying his passions with impunity, He 
fought not for wife and family, for the safety of the country, 
for the protection of the altars; his blood was not spilt to 
break the chains of tyranny, to maintain the hereditary 
rights of princes, to drive out foreign oppi’essors; ho in- 
quired not whither his general was leading liim, for what 
object he was risking his life: ho asked only for his pay, 
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good cheor, and ooinr()rliil)lu ({uarlors; ho sought only phni- 
dor, and soizcd without srniplo wlKitovcr ho found in :m 
enemy’s (lounliy. And it was not to free- horn denizens that 
llic defotieo and protection of states were in those days com- 
mitted, hut to greedy foreign hirelings, and mercenary ad- 
vejiturers, 

At the time of the ‘Milesian wars, the Prussian army, willi 
the exception of the oHicers, who were seleeUsl excliisividy 
from the nobles of tlie ouuniry, consisted chiefly of runa- 
ways and deserters. Such of the subjects of the king as 
could not escape enrolment among the military vvenj soon 
infected witli the rude and savage si)irit of their comra<les. 
In taking the held, tln^y thonglit not of Liu* battle wliicli 
puts the usefulness t>f trof)ps to the test, hut only rejoiced 
in the prospect of the IlcciiUionsness of active service, of 
the full flesh-pots of ttuf citizens and peasants, and of the 
money which they slu)ul<l inirke by plunder. The tents 
and the guard-rooms rang with coarscs and ohst'.ene songs; 
curds and dice allured those eager af(ei‘ gain to u drum-head; 
and Pncchanalian orgies drowne.d all llu)ughts of the near 
approach of death. 'I'ln'-y marcluul, aiul fedt rtih^ased from 
those shackles of dis(d|)liMe which had reduced the gigantic 
grenadier to a mere puppet, 'Phey ejitered the enemy^H 
countiy, came to a villagt^, a farm-house, a eottagej and then 
all Imnds were ready to rol) the unfortuiiale ])easants of 
their last jnorsel of hreauh Onc^ jf^ahmsly watidied Ihetdlier; 
sontineds were statiomsd ami ])nsis doubled lo prevent <les(!r- 
lion. At the oomnuiiuaMmiiit of {\ m \ first Silesian war, oHi- 
cers durst not vtiiiliire to muuipy woods and iln<!kets, lK?(ian.se 
few of the men came hack out cd’ Ihein to rejoin tludr lead- 
ers. What disgusting hrulality is (‘xhihitcnl in llie hdlow- 
ing fact related by Oarstedt! << At t(?n uNdock on the Kith 
of May, two deserters from the gnmadier regiment of .Hre- 
dow, a Ih’olostant and a (Jatiudic, wen^ (d)lig(!d to throw 
dice to decide which of tluun shonld he hanged. Tim Pro- 
testant had deserted Iwict^ hefonj. 1'he Oatholic was an 
Austrian deserter, and had emhuivotired to seduco anotimr 
.soldior to desert. The latter betrayed the design, and be- 
fore they could get away, they were delainnd by the post, 
wlpich bad kept an eye iipon ibom. The Protestant was a 
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daring, dissolute fellow. After the other had thrown in 
deej:) dejection, he picked up the dice, saying; ^ If it was for 
a can of beer, I should be sure to lose, for I am always un- 
luck)^ at dice. But, as it is only for lliis trumj)ery life, de- 
pend upon it, 1 shall win,* I-Ie threw and won. The Ca- 
tholic was hanged, and the other had to run the gauntlet/^ 
The same eye-witness relates what follows, On the 
27th of May 1741, the plundering in the ncighl)oiinng vil- 
lages was far worse than on the preceding evening, Tlic 
right wing* extended to Grottkau, which, with the other vil- 
lages in the vicinity, was plundered of every thing The 
marauders took all they could find : horses, carts, oxen, cows, 
calves, sheep, hogs, fowls, geese, ducks, corn, bread, beer, 
money, beds, clothes, linen, tables, benches, stools, in sliort 
whatever they could lay their hands' on. 4" he churcli was 
forcibly broken open and completely slripj)ed. An officer 
took away the communion cup from a soldier, vvlio liad 
made prize of it. The* boards they used in the camp for 
flooring the tents, and the stools to sit upon. Our own 
horses were not safe from these marauders; for, when somo 
of the officers sent their horses, on account of the bad wea- 
ther, to be put into the barns in the nearest villages, they 
lost several of them. The plunderers took them and sold 
them for what they could get. Nobody could put a atop to 
this evil. The men were quite mad. When the king rode 
through the village of Grottkau, he found .some soldiers 
strolling about afterplunder. HC ordered them to he arrested 
and to run the gauntlet, 'fhe marautling cGa.scd, but only 
because there was nothing, absolutely nollung, more to take 
away. The bare walks alone of the buildings were .still 
standing; in most of the houses, the .stoves and the windows 
had been wantonly destroyed by the last comers: for when 
they can find no more to steal, they are accustomed to bi’cak 
every thing in pieces, Such is the scene ]iresented by a 
village which is completely plundered: and when I make 
use of ibis expression in fiilure, it must be understood to in- 
clude every thing enumerated above. Thougii pillage was 
fiL)rl)iddcn upon penally of hanging, it was nevertheless con- 
tin nock But as every company, nay every regiment, strove 
to palliate the offence of its marauder caught in the fact, and 
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to siwo him from the gullows, and moreover the detach- 
meats frequently luul orders to (dear olV every thing, it 
was impossible in inarcddng and foraging to prevent plun- 
der.^’ 

To check desertion and to sharpen the vigilant'c of tho 
oiTicers, the following order was Issued: The eaptains must 
frecpicntly call over their (Munpanics. VVIum a deserlion 
takes place through the ii(3gligenee of the captain and com- 
mander of tho company, ten dollars shall be deducted from 
his payd^ 

Such were the soldiers whom Frederick \vA to battle! 
And what were tho ohicers who eoniniauded tlioso troops? 
It is not to he denied that an heroic, spirit animated most of 
them, nay that many, grown gray in tho service, were men 
of highly cnitivatod minds. .Hut, in an army whicdi learned 
to swear from prince Monshudie, at a time wlmn coarseness 
and blustering passed for valour, when tlio (*.ane and the 
sword wore in constant requisition, when solid sidiolastic 
instruction rarely preceded the enlraiujo of youth into tho 
military profession — in such an army the majority of the 
oincerseould not he men of ediUMUion: and honourable, higli- 
spirited, brave, patriotic, and loyal as those immediately 
about .Kredcriok's person might be, ho had first to train 
them under his own eye, before they were (pmliricd fox' 
useful loaders. TImt jmriod, and tlui profession of which 
we are treating in pariicniar, adiuU.ed a rougii exterior: 
people were fond of coarse oaths and strong (expressions, 
which at the pn^sent day would hnt (.exciUe conhmqit. Not 
an ensign swore by fewer than a Ihonsand devils; and we 
know from ear-wit nesses that the language of Ki'ederick 
himself, when he spoke German, was not always the most 
decorous and select. (Jlassi(j iu this r(!Sp(ict is his iiuuleinent 
to valour: ^MMackguards, do you want to live for ever?**~ 
which at the time is said to have produced as powerful an 
effect as Napoleon’s allusion to theiuitii(uity of (he pyramids. 
We can cheerfully forgive tho agii this mode of exprosslon; 
but the gross and vulgar acts, by whicli ofllciu-s frequently 
disgraced themsidves, and of wlmdi they boasted, are proofs 
ol a low way ol thinking: and Frederick had long to pick 
and to silt, before he created a coi'ps of oflicers, worthy of 
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the name anil the jn’ivilojrcs with whieh he tli.stiiif!;ni.shcil it. 
ircnce ho hrnko williotil nioiT.y Iho lormentnrs amt oppi-os- 
sora of lhoSih!.sianH, ptinifiheil anil pouml forth lii.s iiulijvna- 
lion oven niton liijih ollieor.M, and strove willi in<l(;fuli{rahle 
persovoratiee to improve tht; spirit, of his ariny. 

(Janstodt, win) fnrnislms (ho ('vidonoo on whioli this pic- 
Inro is fmmdod, has in-osorvoil many eui'imis faots that are 
worlli tramserihinij;. 'I’lins ho relates eonei'riiinp; the battle 
of liohenfriedberp;: “(leni'i'al von (losslor aoipiirod the 
greatest glory in this battle, again, st the will of the king, 
Ifo had fallen into di.sgraee. M'liis was no wonder, for he 
was imjust, and op|)re.Msed the eilizens whm'ever he lay with 
his regiment, that he might gain something to supply his 
profufiion. 'I'he king liales idl exeesses in his otlleers; and 
ho pnnishe.s them in a way that is severely lelt iieeording lo 
their eharaeler. (iessler, an amliitioiis inan, tvas inle.ndeil 
to be a mere speotator in this battle; and, as the king was 
not best Hallslied with the Ihiyrenth dragoon.s, he phieed 
them separately under (!essli!i'’s eommand in tlie siieoml 
line, lloth general and drageons di.sliugnished themselves 
far beyond any other corps of l'rn.ssian eavalry; they at- 
laoked the best Austrian regiments with snrh fury as to put 
them to the route, lako immy colotirsand pri.soner.s, ami de- 
eide. the battle. 'I’he king, seeing (Ses.shir enme up with 
theenlenrsund prisoners, called enl lo him: ‘ All forgotlen! 
all forgiven! Your (‘oiiduet lo-dny deserves (hat 1 shmild 
forget the past, and reeeive you again imlo my highest 
favour.’ ” 

Of Heuletianl-eolonel Sehlitz, a snceessfnl l’rn.ssiaii parti- 
san, OavsleiU relates faels whieh are almo.sl ineredihle, hnt 
whiel) strikingly ilhislrate llie way of aoling of the oliieers. 
“At this lime lienlenanl-colotiel Sehlll/. partienlarly distin- 
guished himself. lie was the (ir.st wlio ventured to throw 
himself in the rear of the enemy’s army, and who inter- 
cepted their eonvoys as they hairhithertn dime onrs. W’hen 
he went on siieh an e.xpeditimi, he seldom took with him 
more than Ihreo hundred men, and lliese he piekeil out of 
all the luiSHiir regiment.s. Not a man of his jiarty durst get 
drunk; and if he happened to find one iiitoxieiited, he liad 
him Hogged when sober. On the other hand, Ids peejdo 
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were vSuvo of booty. Tho usual share of each hussar when 
lie returned was one hundred ducats. The whole army of 
the enemy was harassed by him. In person lie was tall and 
spare, a native of Silesia or Saxony, I know not exactly 
which, and about forty years old. Ho had been ])age to 
count Jjonneval, heforo he quitled the imjierial service and 
turned Turk. Ho then went to tlie Russians, and served 
in the Crimea against tlio Turks, of whom he liad borrowed 
much that was Turkisii and inhuman, as well in the uLtaek 
as in the inquiry after enemies, He was nut ajit to boast 
of his deeds, and to outward ajipearanco very sueial)lc. To 
make him talk of his successful enterprises, it was necessary 
to urge him, and to say that he was cruel. A charge of this 
kind was once made against him in my jirosonee, at tlie 
table of count Alexander J)<)hna. He confessed that, after 
the lirst jicasanl whom luj accosted had answered Ins ques- 
tions concorning the position ajid stixingth of the enemy, it 
was Ids practice to shoot him dead; and if l1u 3 second made 
a diderejit or an c(jui vocal ro|)orl, it cost him his life too. 
< iluL/ he nddcil, < Iain forced to do tins, or I and my wliole 
detaclimoiU irdght 1)0 undone. When lamia tlie roar of 
the enemy, my life and the lives of my men depend on the 
choice of tlie jilace where I bait; and re.st for a few hours. 
In tlio day time I kee|> mostly in woods; and when I come 
out in tlie evening, it is absolulei}^ netjossary for mo to know 
how near I am to the eiunii y and what is bis slrengtli. 'iMie 
jica.sant may tell me the Irnlh, but I cannot be sunt orUuil, 
lie may deceive me ton. But if in this inquiry, 1 scud a 
few into the other world, this certainly severe proceeding 
soon brings the truth to light, and 1 know whether to stop 
or to go fiirtbcr.^’^ 

Other cases of wanton c.riudly which readied Rrcderick^j 
ears were |)unisheil with unsparing rigour. Colonel Ohren, 
of prince Henry ^s regiment, asked genctral Selohnw where 
ho should procure wood. Tlie gmntral rejilied that lie might 
see if he coidd got some in the villages. Ttie colonel imme- 
fliately despiUcbed a party, which, instead of seeking wooil, 
began to ])luuder most wantonly, '.riie mayor showed tho 
king’s letter of safeguard; hut no attention was paid to it, 
and his house was completely pillaged. The mayor inime- 
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diately complained to tlie king. Colonel Gdren and the 
officer sent out for wood were put under arrest; a court- 
martial decided that the colonel should make compensation 
for the damage dono. The king accordingly commanded 
the colonel to pay tlie mayor one thousand dollars for the 
plundered houses, and cashiered him into the bargain. 

In the camp near Bricg, Carstedt states: ‘‘The margrave 
Henry here received his dismission, because so long as the 
siege lasted, in whicli operation lie had a command, he was ill; 
but after the place was taken he got well immediately. The 
king gave his regiment to its commander, colonel Sel- 
chow.^^ 

It is related elsewhere tliat this prince, margmve of 
Brandenburg-Schwedt, and grandson of the Great Elector, 
was so arrant a coward as, during Iho battle of Mollwitz, to 
hide himself in a deep ditch. It is further said that he made 
a vow on that occasion to build a church, and to observe a 
strict fast every year on tlic 10th of April, if he should 
escape from the field of battle with a whole skin, This vow 
he punctually performed; for he not only fasted annually on 
that day, but built the little French church in Schvvedt. 
This prince possessed a variety of attainments, and was a 
patron of the arts and sciences: he married a daughter of the 
old Dcssaiier’s, succeeded his brother in the government 
of Schwedt in 1771, and died in 1788, when that lordship 
reverted to the king. 

But the task ^vhich Frederick had undertaken, that of 
infusing a better spirit into his army, was not the work of 
a day. During the first campaign, the most unsparing se- 
verity towards the rapacious marauders could not stop the 
practice of plunder, It was of little avail that those 'caugiit 
in the fact were ])unislied with death on the spot. Major- 
general Dewitz says in his Diary: “On the 6th of June, 
nothing further liappcned than that I received a letter from 
the king, in whicli lie ordered me to let the freebooters 
recently taken near the pass of Hummeln, be hanged along 
the hio*h road between Ueinerz and Levvin. On the 8th, 
therefore,! marciied with 240 horse to Ueinerz, and had the 
eight freebooters hanged between that town and Lewin 
along the liighway, close to the road, at the distance of 
300 paces from one another/^ 
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Such cxccniions wtM'e oriilUo avuil, as wo loam from auf. 
account of (Jarstodt’s, “(Japtiiin Borck, of Wothdl’s fjjro- 
nadior hailalion, was ordcn’orl wil.Ii ouo hnn(lro<l grouadiors 
from Ottmachau to accompany tho post of iiavaliy for Mini- 
sierhorg lialf-way, and (llrcudod at iho sanio llnni to bring 
hack with liiin any forage that Im might jiniot witln On 
his return through Lindcnau, on tho 2 1st of March, ho 
j)ostod lioutonant Udholl wltli thirty men hoforo tho village, 
and with tho rest wont diroed. to tho ohat<aui. 'I 'he owner 
inquired what they wanUal, and received a harsh answ(nN 
Seeing such a largo party of gnmadiers, who had already 
begun U) |)liind(M', In; (lew into so violent a passion that he 
was seiz(Ml with apoplexy, and dropped <lowJ) (hanh Tin? 
latly of (.Ih! hons(5 fell at Ihe ri!(d, of tlio ollic(n‘aiid implored 
him not to taiui every (liing; but to no pnrposi!. I'lvory 
oms took what lu^ likcuk d'hoy curri(sl olf all lun* silver 
plate, a gold watcti, mom^y, clotlies, liiitni, 'J'lx? vv.vy ser- 
vants wore stri|q)t!d of their elollies. They tlxm went to 
tiu) catludie priest’s; ho was just at dinner with his enrales. 
'riiey iinnmdiut(dy seiy*ed tins silver S|)ot)iis, knives, plates, 
hrokii opeai v.UwhIh and boxes, took wliut Ihc^y found, ami as 
there was nedhing led for the last (jomei’S, lliey oi)lig(nl tlx*) 
priest to j)ro(‘nr(t Ody diicals to get rid of thonn After they 
had pliindenal tlx^ whole phux', llxjy at last bethought them 
of ilicj foragiq and, as tlx^y eemhi not (iixl saedts, they (urmul 
tin', feallun'S out of llx^ hed^iicks ami filhxl llxan with corn. 
Jnoiitenant Uhlxdl had tlx? greatest dill'xMdly to keep Ins 
])arty fogethej'; for, when llx'y saw the others pluixlering, 
lx? was forced to use severity to pnsvixit them from h'aving 
him.” 

Hilt let ns turn from these a(roc.itx*s <‘nium tiled by what 
is calhsl “the best diseiplined army of that time.” Among 
tho Austrians things W(?re iuDnilely worse. Tlxnr mum?- 
rou.s light troops were not to ht‘ kept within any Ixxmds, 
“Among the A nsiJ'ian troops in gmieral,” says I luyi'r in 
his llistory of tlx? VV^ar, “ ixd.witlislamling llxdi' rigid dis- 
cipliix?, tlu?re seems to havi? prevailed an iixiessanl tlisposi- 
tion to (jxeesses, which broke out not nnfreqmnilly at most 
iniseasonahle iime.s. M'lx? Imttle. of Mnllwit/. would jiro- 
hahly have had a very dilVerent result, if the Austrian lius- 
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Sill'S, who Imd liiniotl llio rnissiuns, liiul nUnoIcod l,lu!m in 
ho roni' iiisUmkI of iilundoritig (ho l);i,rfPi,go «L PnmniU. 
I I'uoisc! V tho Siiino oiiso oc-ournid at. (ho hadlo oC ClioUisilx 
Horo (ho iiiipoi'inl oavnlry of (ho loCt win^ inialK, liy a 
hold aKiUilc on Uio I’l'tissiiiii inCaolry, hiivo (.'(lodi'il (htdr 
doloat; so lai-froin (Ids, (hoy phindorod (lio Pnissian oamti. 

halllo '''I- to I ho loss of llio 

Tho inlla/foor (ho Pi'iissian oainp liy Nadasdy’H 
dni’ing (lio hadio oi' Hon- has hooii rolalod in iis iirdnoi' 
pliifio: I may add (lial, owing (.0 (his oiri'mns(ann!, (ho 
Aiislrian ooinmaiidor’.s jilan oi' ojioralion ronnduod Tor (ho 
most part niioxoimlod, (hn-stisK givos (ho Coliowing parli- 
oul!U's:~-« Iho Pnissian haggago was ipiKo a godsond l.o 
tho vVns(i'ians. 1 ho wholo oorps Corgol. (ho ononiy and (i!ll 
upon (ho wagons. Tho.so worn |)hindoi'od ; (ho siidc and 
(ho suhidtonis who woi-o with (hoin worn ninllnsUoil, and 
soino ol thoui hiirnod; for many of (ho wagons worn sot 
on (iro, alloi- Iho horsos had hi;on (akmi away i'rom (lioni. 
Among lliKs haggago was (lio king’s wholo Hold oipiinago. 
Oronis, 1 andonr.s, 'I'olpalnim.H, and Inissars horo round ovoa'v 
thing that (hoir l•llpaoi(y oonid dosiro, Tho los.s of (ho 
1 nissiiin.s wa,s o.s(ima(od at tliroo millions oC dollars, in- 
clmlnig tho mililary cho.st, ooidainiiig 700, 000. 'J’ho kinir 
nmsoll lost ovory thing, and was ohilgod (.„ horrow a hod 
ol mni'shiil pnnoo J^oopold, and a fow linndroil dollars of 
othor goiiorals. At (irst lio inlondod (o indoninirv’ ns for 
our ]osso,s, am wo woro rispiirod to givo a slalonioiil of 
t un iijmii nni' honour. Ihit, llmliiig that (ho snin anionnlod 
I si , mnnlorlod us hy saying (hat ho had him.solf 

» (uuy Lnini*;, {ind iliut ii, iinpoii.Hihlt* (fH* iiint, iimlin* 
IH'Osonl. oirciim.Htinnios, to niako ns ooniponsalion, So wo 
got iiotliing. As I hail lo.sl tout, tiarl, Ihroo horsos, clolliosi 

hoil, 1 o.stimalod my loss at .('10 dollars.” ^ 

i ‘ jJu5 mUWv.va jH^nniird in Fro- 

'hiriok s military (aloiils, (ho moro Llioy imhiliod (ho vsiiril 

stiiTdA ."u 'ii^ ''“T of tho iiamo of Pnis- 
man .soldmi.s, tho moro raroly did (hoy desort (hoir colours. 
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Among the Austrians, on the conti'aiy, Die niimher of tlie 

cleScftr ^ Hohe!;f;ieclbe;g- 

tiX Arm, n one-third of their army by deser- 

■ 0 * evety battle, the runa\va3's from the beaten 

a.™y came m by hundreds: but very often "Ly scarSy 

?eJs bSe of their new mas^ 

liBioic jcliiove- 

clamation ■ ’,° l'’>’ 0 '^erick the exulting ex- 

1 11 ’ r A rests not more securely unon the 

loulders of Atlas than Prussia upon such an ariny The 

nrce r'rr hVe their lives toVwarliL 

pnnee loi a lew groschen, who, brought up in crossness 

to beTcpt'iror' 1^ Poolings, are accustomed 

whrim n ’’ovoltlng chastisements, 

vlio hm e perhaps to-day sworn fidelity to their new co- 

a fnC,^!' tiealli to-morrow in the murderous battle. For 
their m? '' "'“'■'■’•oss price, under the stripes of 

wim e Sr "‘7 fire of batteries, 

he cLmt - w'T'’!/ the phalanx of 

to go , t the S" J^alf-froLn waters 

^ ‘ 1 ' ^ ^ precipices with the musket 

betwepn heir legs; and climb keep heights slippery wiS 
ICO and blood. The hussars, formerly useful oufy askeoits 
nl’h,e^p"”'f the duty of the most disci- 

moits ofb? 7'5'ment of dragoons overthrows regi- 
S nOuitpy, and two battalions of foot storm a batteiy 

ot tim ty p eces of cannon, covered by half an army. No- 
thing but the animating breath of the great Frcderidc could 
avo infused such a spirit into these machines, and excited 
their rude energies to deeds of the mo.st heroic yalour 


CHAPTER XXr. 


of "°!^,':ctnrned from the toils and, perils 

of wai to tliG circle of Ins family and friends, to the culti- 
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valioii of the aria of peace, and to the altidy of the welfare 
of his dominions and the prosperity of Ins snhjcicls 

He was in llu! Ilower of life. lie liad ,pist eonipleled his 
tliirty-fourth year, had attained the heislit ol five leot five 
or six ineiies. aiul was well SH'wn and well proportioned. 
His face was embrowned by exposure to all the vicissitudes 
of the atmosphero diirinji; his eatnpaip;ns; am his coimle- 
nanoo hespoUe gravity and iliRoity when not lit up by he 
sallies of wit and Ininimir which his own exnmide elieiled 
from Ilia intimate associates. Ilia eyes, reimirkaldy ani- 
mated and brilliant, were a livinij; index of Ins active am 
cncrKetic, mind. His no.se was long mid we I Innned, ami 
his hair light hrowii. His .step was (piicli, his hearini!; nnhie-, 
he rode well, and when lie appeared in piihlie, wa.s gene- 
rally on liersehaelf. VVlie.ii young, Ids liead ineliiied some- 
what to the lefi, like .Mexamler’s; in mere advaiieei li e a 
little to Iho right, from playing eii the Ihile. lie had an 
cxeclleiit memory and a (Imuit longue. 1 1 is sight was very 
good for nearohjectsi for more distant ones lie was nhliged 
to nse a glass .so early as the (ir.st Sile.sian war; hill lor 
rn.adiiig ami writing he never employed either glass or 

Soon after his accession to the throne, Frederick had felt 
the want of a retirement sitiialed nearer to Pol.sihmi, the mili- 
tary heart of his dominions, limn his heloved Hlieiiishcrg; 
and had begun, during the simrt interval of peace hnt\veeii 
the two Silesian war.H, to fouml such a one net far Irem Unit 
city. Here, in August, 17'H, ho gave direetlens fur the 
constrnclieii of six terraces, each of twelve steps, for the 
cultivation of vines; and at the same time he had a vault 
dug, ami lined willi marble, for his grave, before the foun- 
dation of the palace itself was laid, In ene of Ids walks 
to this place with the maniuis d’ Arguns, Frederick told him 
that, as lie intended to hiiild a Hiimmer re.sidence iiii this 
pleasinil .spet, he liad also conceived the idea of preparing a 
grave there for him.solf; and, pointing to the place whicli he 
had chosen for it, lie added; “Qimnd jn send lA, Je. serai sans 
soiiei.” 'I'o this aceideiitiil expriiHHimi, tlie hinliling after- 
wards creeled here owed its name of .SanH-Houed, Huron 
Kiiobclsdorf was tho aroldlcct employed by llio king, vvho 



FREDERICK THE GREAT. 


181 


himself furnished the ground-plan, drawn with the pen, 
^yhich is still extant, as well as various remarks relative to 
details, and an estimate of the expense. The edifice 
^onsists of one story only. Kiiobelsdorf wished to add a 
fc^asement, for the purpose of preventing damp, and giving 
^ look of more importance to the whole; but the king ad- 
^^i^ed to his original plan, and Boumann was appointed 
director of tlie work instead of Knobelsdorf. The place 
originally called the Pleasure-house in the King^s 
'^xneyard; but, in 1740, Frederick gave it the appellation 
Sans-Souci, which he had placed in gold letters on the 
S^t'den front, and in the same year designated himself “The 
^ ilosopher of Sans-Souci,’^ in the title to his Memoirs of 
History of Brandenburg. Much of the furniture was 
p I'ocured from Paris. What we should call the hou»se-warni- 
took place on the 1st of May, 1747, wlieri the king 
a splendid entertainment of two hundred covers, fol- 
lowed by a grand concert in the evening. The night he- 
t. wcsen the 19th and 20lh of the same month was the first 
t-iiat he spent in his new residence. 

building, seated on a gentle elevation, not far from 
tno Brandenburg gate of Potsdam, is small and low. An 
0|Don colonnade leads to the hall, lined witli marble, lighted 
oy a cupola supported by splendid columns. Tlie pave- 
is decO' rated with flowers in mosaic work, and the 
Coiling is handsomely painted. The apartments once occu- 
jiiod by the founder himself, are simple; the furniture is 
old -fashioned, and though no change is said to have been 
made in it since his death, some of the articles are no doubt 
ojP later date, There hangs the watch which he wound nj) 
every day with his own hand, pointing, to the moment 

wHen he expired, at which it is related lo liave stopped. 

Til ere, too, are the French classics, bound in rod morocco, 
'■vliich furnished huu with daily recreation and employ- 
ment. The arm-chair, in which he breathed his last, is said 
to Iiave devolved as a relic to a princess of his family, Pre- 
oisely opposite to the king’s apartment was the vault above 
mentioned, which he must have seen wlienevor ho ap- 
pi’oached the window, and over which was placed, in 1749, 
a i^e cumbent statue of Flora by Adam. The concert room, 

VOL. ii, — IG 
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Voltaire’s cabinet, with specimens of his hand-writing, the 
library, wainscoted with cedar, and decorated with gilt foli- 
age, and the hall, containing a valuable collection of pictures, 
are worthy of notice. The celebrated statues of the Polignac 
cabinet formed the principal ornaments of this temple of 
art, till it was stripped of them by the Russians during the 
seven years’ war. 

The palace commands a noble prospect In front is seen 
the vineyard with its six terraces, whej*e the best sorts of 
vines are cultivated in hot-houses. The view embraces 
also the park, the lakes of the Havel, and the city. At the 
foot of the palace lies the pleasure-garden, and beyond that 
the park. The Japanese house, on the left of the principal 
alley, two temples by the side of a stone bridge, containing 
works of art from the collections of Polignac and Stoscli, 
and a grotto, are necessary appendages-according to tlio 
taste of those times, and were built by Knobelsclorf. 

The resort of the idle and curious to this retreat was 
always annoying to Frederick, and in later years he took 
measures to prevent them from breaking in upon him against 
his will. To spare them away, he liad a bust of tlie duke 
of Alva, a hideous and repulsive caricature, set up on a 
pillar of Egyptian porphyry six feet high, close to the 
bridge in the garden leading to the basin and the terrace 
of Little Sans-Souci, that,” as he once said to Lucchesini, 
^^strangers, who might be tempted to encroach on my do- 
main, may be frightened by the duke’s ugly face, and turn 
back.” 


After the peace of Hu bertsburg, Frederick erected Ibo now 
palace, a splendid and tasteful edifice 5 and his successor 
built what is called the Marble Palace in the new garden, 
for which he took the pillars belonging to the colonnade of 
the original Sans-Soucir 

Here the king collected around him those intimate friends 
who dwelt under the same roof with himself j here he daily 
supplied Ins ministers and secretaries with abundant em- 
ployment; here his ever-active mind was engaged with his 
works; here he wrote the history of his house, and, like 
Caesar, recorded his own exploits; here he projected Jaws 
foi the benefit of Ins subjects; here he guided the politics 
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of cabinets; here lie weighed with the same balance the 
fate of tlie beggar and the prince; and here tlioughtand felt 
here lived and died, Frederick the Great. ’ 

I find on record circnmstances connected with the for- 
mation of thi.s royal re.sidcnce, which redect great lionour 
on tlio sense of justice of a monarch in the highest dcerco 
absoitite. ° 

VViieii the park was laid out, he was vexed that the alloy 
to the principal entrance of Sans-Soiici could not bo carried 
in a straight line, and that it must form an angle. The 
difiiculty aro.so from the pertinacity of an old widow, who 
would nol. 8oll at any pHoo a liouso and a picco of ground 
belonging to her, because they had devolved to her by in- 
heritance. All sorts of expedients for coiumering this difil- 
eulty were proposed at the king’s table. Count Hothenburg 
insisted that the king had a right to force the owner to iiart 
with her jiropcrty, if l|e gave her three times its worth, or a 
butter hoii.se instead of it in another situation: hut d’Argens 
a hitter enemy to every despotic act, and the zealous cham- 
pion of the oppressed, warmly espoused the cause of the 
poor wu ow, and declared that, if the king hud a right to do 
this, lie liad a right, upon the same princiiile, to extend Ids 
clainiH (rom the house to tlie wife or the daughter of any of 
Ins .subjocts; III wliicli case, it was evident, lie .sum of money 
vvould compeiisalc for the less. The king put an end to the 
discussum with tl.c words: » D’Argens is right!” and the 
alley forms an angle to this day. 

A similar anedole is relaled of a miller who.se mill Fre- 
derick wished to purchase, hecauso it in'evoiiled the com- 
jilotion el the plan o( the garden. 'I’he king promised him 
not only an udciiuato compen.sation in money, but llkewi.se 
another mill. Jjut the miller, jiist ns olistiiiaLe as the old 
womiui in the preceding casi:, ‘relused the ino.st teniiiting 
oilers of the .sovereign, alleging that tlie mill iitul been left 
Jiim hy his father, and he was determined to leave it to hi.s 
ehildren. A\; leiiglli Freileriek said to him peevislily: 

Don t you know that I can lake your mill from you, with- 
oul. giving yon a single grnschen for it?” “Yes, your 
majesty, you might if Ihei o was no court of justice in jJor- 
uspUtid tuu uiiltur. Thin ruady auawor pioasod Iho 
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king so well, that he left the miller in undisturbed posses- 
sion of his patrimony, and altered the plan of his garden. 

Among the most intimate of Frederick’s associates at this 
period was the marquis d’Argens, a native of Aix in Pro- 
vence, where his father was procureur general to the par- 
liament. He was originally placed against his inclination 
in the army, afterwards attached to the embassy in Constan- 
tinople, a second time obliged, to embrace the military 
profession, for which he was rendered unfit by a fall from 
his horse. Disinherited by his father for the irregularity 
of his conduct, he went to Holland, supported himself by 
authorship, and produced among other things his “Lettre.*! 
Juives.” In December, 1741, he arrived, in company with 
the dowager duchess of VVirtemberg, in Berlin, and was 
recommended by Joinlan to the king, whose oilers induced 
him to fix his abode in the Prussian capital, Frederick made 
him chamberlain, co-director of the Academy, and what 
was still more, his bosom friend. D’Argens pUssessed the 
rare gift of being devotedly attached to his royal patron, and 
not for a moment forgetting the king in the friend. Oa 
account of his amiable disposition and manners, Frederick 
called him “le divin marquis;” he addressed to him nume- 
rous poetic epistles, and what Jordan had been to the king 
during the two wars of Silesia, d’Argens afterwards was in 
the seven years’ war. Much, however, as the king esteemed 
d’Argens, he did not spare his hypochondriac humours, on 
which he was accu.stomed to rally him most unmercifully. 
At the age of nearly sixty, he fell in love witli Mademoi- 
selle Coehois, the actress, and married her without Frede- 
rick 8 knowledge— a step which the king never entirely 
forgave him. ^ 

Tliihbault relates some traits of the marquis which are 
sufficiently comic. He tells us that the lady just mentioned, 
before her marriage with d’Argens, made him a morning 
gown out of a rich dress, which she had been accustomed 
to wear on the stage in the characters of queens. When 
she brought it to him, the marquis was so delighted tliat 
he determined to try it on immediately, and he was so 
pleased with it that he resolved to wear it the rest of the 
evening, As, however, he had to go up to the king— the 
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marquis 0Gcui)icc1 U>c same apartments as Voltaire liiul tlone 
immediately imdernealh his majesty’s— he sent word that 
ho was ill. Frederick was inlormcd of all these particular.s 
and to punish the childishness and the lie of the philo- 
sopher, he disguised himself as a priest, made those about 
him put on hlack, and they all went down in jirocession to 
the apartments of the marquis, /Die person who lieadeil 
it had a hell, the tinkling of which was heard below while 
they were descending the stairs. La Pierre, d’Argeiis’ valet 
ran to .see what was the matter, and, from his report it was 
apparent that the marquis was the ohject of this extraor- 
dinary visit. As he would not be found up, and had no time 
to iiiulross, he got into bed in his clothe.s. In a few mo- 
ments the procession entered .solemnly and slowly: those 
comjiosing it ranging Ihem.selves in a semicircle round the 
pretended sick man. The king who clo.scd it slciiiiiid into 
the middle ol the semicircle, and intimated to the iiaticnt 
that the Church, always an allbctionato mother and full ol 
sohciludo for her children, had sent the a.s.sistance most 
proiicr lor .strengthening him in the critical stale in whicli 
10 was; he exhorted him in a sliort address to he resigned, 
and then liirning down the hed-clollies niul omptying n 
whole hottlc ol oil on Uu! beanlifiil morning gown, he as- 
sured his ‘lying jirother that this emblem of divine grace 
would infallibly give him, if be bad ever .so lit! le of the gift ol 
ailh, the courage neccs.sary for passing like u Christian from 
this world to the next. Ills visitors then hade him ii last 
farewell; and the proce.ssion retired with the same .solemn 
stoj) and sorioits look as it had come. It i.s iinpossiblo to 
sny how sorry the marquis wasahoiil his haiukseme dressing 
gown, and how deeply he was mortified hy the wliole scene; 
though ho well knew how fond tho king was of mystifica- 
tions ol this kind, in somo of which he had hinusolf hornc a 
pari, (^s])ocially on the following’ oooasion. 

The pastor of a village in Pomei nniu had ventured, in a 
sermon on llorod, to make some allusions to Hie king. Hu 
sent lor him to Potsdam, under the imunied name of a siinc- 
rior ccdesiiistic, to attend a coiisi.story. 'i’he poor man wm 
met am) condiiclecl to it by p(!r 8 on.s sent for the purpose, 

1 ()^ 
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The king had put on a churclimaiTs gown and band; while 
cPArgens and PoUnitz wore a similar disguise. A volume 
of Bayle’s Dictionary was laid on the table to represent 
the Bible, and the culprit was introduced by two grenadiers 
to these three ministers of the Lord. <«Brother/^ said the 
king, ask you in the name of God, about what Herod 
did you preach?^^ — “About the Herod who killed nil the 


little children,^’ replied the parson. — “I ask you whether 
it was Herod the first of that name; for you know there 
were several Herods/^ The minister was posed. “ What,^^ 
said Iiis examiner, “do you presume to preach about Herod 
without knowing any thing of his family? You are not 
worthy of the sacred ministry; we forgive you, however, 
for this time: remember, you shall be suspended if here- 
after you ever preach against any person whom you know 
nothing about, — His pardon was then dellvei'ed to him 
signed by three ridiculous names, which they liad invented. 
“We are going to Berlin to-morrow, added the kingf 
“we will speak to our brethren in your behalf; clojiH fail 
to come to us there. The poor parson accordingly re- 
paired to Berlin, and inquiring for the three clergymen, 
exposed himself to much laughter, hut got off with this 
pleasantry and the expense of the journey. 

Thifebault assures us that the following anecdote was re- 
lated to him by Pollnilz himself: 

One day when the marquis and the baron were to dino 
with the king, who sat down to table at twelve o^cloclc 
precisely, ihe latter called at eleven to fetch the forincr. 
Surprised to hnd him still in bed, lie inquired if ho was ill, 
and told him what time it was: on which the marquiis agi- 
tated and enraged called his valet, La Pierre, and severely 
upbraided him for not calling him before. « Surely,^' said 
La Pierre, “you might have looked at your watch; 1 have 
my work to attend to, and I don’t know what else you have 
to do. Must I tell you every thing, just like a little child?” 
llie marquis was furious; he tlarted out of bed, ran and 
snatched up a billet of wood, and turned towards hia valet, 

who stood motionless, crossing his arms, and coolly said: 
“'Iherelthats what they call a philosopher! Come on, 
sir, punish me for your own faults, and repay my zeal and 
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fidelity by knooking ,nc on Uio head; tlmt will do ereat 
honour to philosophy.’’—^ Ah ! my friend !” cxclainictl the 
marquis, «I hog your pardon; hnl pray dress me as quick 
as yon can, that 1 may arrive, if possible, before they sit 
down to table. ^ La Piorre ii«ccl snoh diligcnco tliat his mas*- 
ter s wish was accomplished. As for the haron, ho never 
could think of this scene without laughing heartily at tho 
contrast between the cmintenancos of the two actors. 

When, after the seven years’ war, d’Argens iiaid the 
second visit to his native country since he went to reside 
in 1 russia, to see his family, ho was thunderstruck to find 
hy the way an ordinance apparently is.sucd by the bishop 
ol Aix, 111 which lie was specially. mentioned and excom- 
iminioated lor hlasphcmy. This puhlieation gave him arcat 
uneasiness till he discovered that “hisliop” had been erro- 
ncously attached to tho signature instead of « archhishon ” 
and rightly gue.ssed that it was a trick of the king’s, froin 
whom, on his return, ho had to endure mere severe sar- 
casms than ever. Hence lre(|uent quarrels^nnd cooincsse.s 
arose hetween them. The niar(|uis, moi-eovor, felt a stronc: 
desire In pass the remainder of his day.s in France, 'I’lioiigli 
10 had agreed with the king, on enloring his service, that 
he should he at hherly lo relire at the age of seventy, and 
ho had pa.ssed that period, still he could not venture to ap- 
ply for his dismussal, but solicited leave of ab.seiice for .six 
months, wliicli was granted with dilllcnlty. After sneml- 
ing some lime witli bis brother in Provence, be was return- 
ing towards 1. rii.ssm, when be. was laken very ill at Jlmii'c' 
on Pi’L'sse Jlis wife was .so occupied in iil tendance upon 
him that she omitteil writing to ibo king In e.v]ilain tin* 
cause ol their prolonged absence; and Frederiek, bearinc 
iiotliingol the maninis, coiiclu.led that be bad given liiin 
the slip, and angrily struck his name mil of the pension 
1 st. J) Argons was equally angry at this return for Ins 
long services, and went hack immediulely (o Provence 
where ho died in 1771. When the king heard of his .loath 
he ordered a marhle. inonnnimit lo he. erected for his old 
Jnenrl m the church of Eguilles, where he was hurled. 

Hue e( the mo.st amiable of Frederick’s friends at this 
P'ii’iod WU.S .hrancis Algarolti, a milivo of Venice, who bad 
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united the praetieo uf the arts with the study of the graver 
soienccs, He was very young whim ho laid the fouiulation 
of his literary reputation by a work in llie style of Fonte- 
nollc^s Plurality of Worlds, ])rinted in Paris in 1787. Till 
1781), he lived alleniatoiy in the Freneli capital, at Cirey 
with Uu5 marqnivHe du Cliaielet, and in London. Ho then 
aecompanied Lord .Hallimore to Petersburg, and paid a visit 
on his return to Fnaleriidt, Ij^en prineoroyal at Rhoinsherg. 
Tho prince was so phrased witik liim that lie iiunlo liini a 
inemhor of the onler oi' Rayard, hy Llio apptdlaLion of c/ier 
Cjf/g)ic (k Pui/onCy and, after his accession to tho throne, 
invited him to Berlin, gave him tho order of Merit, and tho 
ehamhorlaiids key, and created him a count, Algarotti was 
equally {3steeme{l hy the king of Poland, who conhn’iaal on 
him the character of priv^^-counselloiq and he then resided 
somolimes in Berlin, sometimes in Dresden, hut more com- 
inonly in the latter city. Unahh?, howev<?r, to reconcile 
himself to tho restraint of courts, Algarotti returned in 1754 
to Italy, and died at Pisa in 17(i'l, Hero Frederick caused 
a monument by Hianconi to ho oroc.led to his memory in 
the churcli-yanL 'rho king furnished the design for it him- 
self, It consists of a bust of llio deceased in aUo'*roliov(); 
on the riglit of the medallion is Psycho, the emhloni of im- 
mortality, on the loft a genius with torch reversed. Heneath 
the medallion is the inscription: Ai.aAaoTTus non ojmnih. 
Algarotti^s attainments were extensive, (livonsified, and in 
many branches solid. His contemjxirarios placed giaait 
reliance upon his judgment in painting and aretiiteclure; 
and its correctness in regard to Uie former is piuived by 
various pictures in tlie gallery of Dresden purchiisetl upon 
his reconimendatlon. He lumself drew ami etched \vith 
groalabilily. llis literary works di.spluy wilanti acuteness; 
his poetry has more grace than lire; hut his letters are t!on- 
sidered as some of the fine.sL in the Halian language. The 
latest edition of his works was published at Venice in s<iveiu 
teen volumes. 

The abbe Dasilani, who was always wcdconie at the king^s 
table, was also a Vciiittau, but of a very tlillcrent stamp.— 
l’hicM)ault, who must have known him, says that lie was 
originally a monk, and that the cmissarios uf Frederick 
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VVjJham, hearing of his unusual stature, dogged lurn aud 
earned him away from the altar one day while }je ^vas 5 a>- 
ing mass in a yillage^ on the borders of Tyrol and the 
txrisons. On his arrival in Berlin, he was made a coninion 
soldier, but his adventure excited notice. The prinrf'- 
loyal was curious to see a man who had thus been forecrl 
to exchange the frock for the uniform, and, conceiving 
R favourable opinion of his understanding, he became 
interested in liis favour. As soon as Frederick was on the 
throne he took him from Ids regiment, gave him the lust 
^inonry that was vacant at Breslau, and from that period 
astiani became a courtier and a canon, with an income of 
15,000 Jdvres, dividing Ins time between his stall, the bou- 
orrs of the ladies, the palaces of kings, and the mansions 
of the great. . ^ 

I am disposed to give more credit to another account 
^\hlch represents Bastiani as the son of a tailor of Venice, 
wio left his country of his own accord, and was reduced to 
such distress as to be obliged to eat grass. After a variety 
0 adventures, he fell into the hands of Prussian crimps al 
lanklurfr, and was taken to Breslau, where chance intro- 
ducecl him to the notice of cardinal Sinzendorf, bishop of 
lesJaii, who procured his release from military service and 
appointed hwn- his secretary] and in this capacity he became 
cnown to the king, jtfter the conquest of Silesia. Frederick, 
conceiving a favourable opinion of Ids talents, first sent him 
on a mission to tlie pope, and afterwards honoured him vvitli 
ills intimacy, 

riiii^bault describes Bastiani as dull and heavy-looking, 
but possessing that shrewdness and cunning for which credit 
IS generally given to his countrymen] and, from the anec- 
dotes which he relates of the abb6, there can be no doubt that 
lU’eclerick was well acquainted with his real characler. In 
conversation, we are told by the writer just mentioned, 
Bastiani ^vas often perfectly silent, but never inactive. He 
was essentially an observer, listening to all that was said, 
and watching all that' was done, with his eye-glass Gontinu- 
ally in his Imnd. He amused himself with the wit and the 
epigrams of others; never uttering any himself. Only a 
single repartee by him is recorded. Frederick, having con- 
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vincccl himself that he aspired to bo somcthiiifi nuiro than a 
canon, began to i)anter him. “A nuin of your inorit and 
talonts!^^ said ho, ^cannot possildy remaiii wlioro you arc: 
you must rise higlusr; yon are sure to (jbtiiin a prelacy, llum 
a cardinaPs liat, and even the tiai*a, Ihit tlum, ^vllat will 
become of me? I dare say you will refuse ni<i your blessing, 
and I shall not be (uimitted to lu>ss, uiion my knei^s, your 
holy slipper* Should any one mention m<’,, ineiliinks 1 see 
ami hear you answoriug with warm indignation: ‘What! 
that impious heretic, that imp of hell! Cursial l)n he ami 
damnoiM lAstme never hear of him moreP'^ ^ “ Ah, sire! 
ah, sireP^ cried tlm ahlK';, as though lagging liim to dt^sist; 
hot the king was not in the luimour to desist. “When at 
length you are popi?,^’ he resumed, “as it is sure you will 
be, let me know beforehand what rece|>tion .1 may expect 
if I come to Rome. When I appear Ijefnro your holiness, 
what will you say?^^ — “Sire, I will say, ‘0 inigidy eagle, 
cover mo with thy wings, hut sav('. me from Uiy heakP'^ 
Soon after the first partition of Poland, there was |ml)« 
lishod a pamphlet tmlilled: Ac Oalmu dius' (The 

Twelfth (Jake.) We all read it with avidity, says Thid- 
bault, and lauglied heartily among ourselves, but nobody 
had tlie courage to mention it to the lung. In a lew months 
the author scut Freileriek a copy witli an anonymous let- 
ter. The king lost no time in reading Ibis trille, in which 
ho acted a conspicuous part. At din mu*, he. seale.d liimsell 
between count Nesselrode ami the ahlid Hastiani, i Lwas 
not long before he referred to ihe pampbkd,* “ An anony- 
moufl writer, said lie, “has been so polilit as to simd me a 
ca/ec. It appears Unit the |mmpble,i lias bmm pulilished 
some mnnilis, and yet I liad not imd with it, ,llav(\ you 
read it, abbd?^^~“ No, sire,^ replied tlu^ hypocrite, “ 1 
never read or know any thing alioui llmsn eonUmiptildo 
pamphlets, whicli are a ilisgracct to lili*ratiin\^^- — “Ami 
you, count, have you read ii?*^ — “ VcSi sin?, I mud it Iron) 

beginning to end, two or thnai monilis agoP'- *“ A.bbd, I 

like this German IVankness,** said Fred<?rick, lurning to the 
lialimi, with that smiling surdonie look wbiidi was so imm- 
mon with him. 'rimn, again adilnisslug the count, “ Well,” 
said be, “since you have read it Ibrough, how do you liko 
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it? I confess, sii-c, Unit I was exccctlingly amitscd with 

t Jl I r •n"'; turned to 

the abb6, with tlioso keen and sarcastic words; <^Take no- 

tiec, abbe, of this frankness of our forcfatlierH: indeed, I 
like It much. I too liavo devoured (liat little cake this 
morning niy dear eountj the author lias spiced the p •! 
estiiiei for me rather highly: he (rims me soundly, '^d 

laud/’aiKfriv'"'*’ HU, as ho has wit, he has miJo me 
,„1 ’ 1 i^'vo him. .I3ut, my dear count, since you 

have read it, why did you not mention it to me, you who 
aio in my service, and who arc tenacious of doing your 
duty like a man of honour?’'--. Though I moke a miJu of 
doing my duty, 1 am not anxious to extend the circle of 

kind ""’'“ded Williin it this 

kind ol revelations I would either have obeyed your com- 

mmnls or retired: but in oircumstaneea so uiiimportant at 

mvduJ of going beyond the lii,!; of 

my dul 3 ^ I hnow not whether your maiesty has or Ins 

wlKfTh-' ' ■'« ««conht;;f 

fiw I ^ I *^**' ^’ ^ know not whether it is your wish that 

my«e f to h( l(,( , even by zeal, into what inin;ht, after all be 
an ind,screli,m.>'~«()h, „ c ,Sn£ 

Sr:.'' ' 1 ‘.rirme 

jd)b6, who hud read (he painidilet and buLhed ^it it a» 
lejirtiiy an any of the rest, .llastiani surviS his ila 
patron, dying at Potsdam in 1787, ^ 

in ^'dlumlnirg, a .Silesian riol.lemaii, who had been 

m the I' rmich service, and had einhraced the (lailudic 
1 elision, wa.ydso at this lime one of the liivourite comi 
panions of the king. He exel.angeii the l-Venr b : h(> 

1 r S.SUU. service in 17dl, ami in 17dd was sent by Kctlc- 
extraordinary to ]>aris, to iiiLliati a 
tioaty, 1.1 consequoiico of which J^ouis XV. declim. m.n 
against Austria. He died in 17.'51,niid during his last ill 

hh h .d7 "T •'!>», and sat n.r liou';!, by 

s bul to ehcer hiH spirits; and when word was hroiiglil to 

of the count s death, ho ran from tlio pnluce half drc.ssed 
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through the street, insisted that a trial should Ijo made to 
bleed him, and himscinusld the basin lor the oi)oration. 

llothetdnirg is believed to liavo l)een the person wlio in- 
slillod into the king tho prejudices whicli he entertained 
against the Germans, whom lie llioiight imiapable of pro- 
ducing any work of ingenuity or delicacy. The count, 
one day, procured for him a very hand.soim! snulf-box, 
which ho pa.ssed olf as nuuh* by one of the best workmen 
in Paris, This box slippiul by accident out of the king’s 
hand and was broken, “ It is a pity,” .said Frederick; “ I 
wn.s very fond of that box.” Ono of bis friends advised 
him to have it mended, “ And by whom?” imjuired tho 
king. “Are not idl tho German workmen bunglers?” 
His friend a.ssural him that ho knew a very clever man, by 
whom ho would engagt! to get it rojiaired. The box was 
carried to tho man, who was asked whether Ins could mend 
iU “It would be strange if I could not,” replied he, “ for 
it was I who made it.” At the same time time he furnished 
inoonleBlal)le proofs of what he advanced. When tho hex 
wnscarrieil haidc to the king, care was taken to infoi'in him 
that it was the work of a (lerinan artist, on which he coldly 
replied; “Made at Jlerlhi, eh? well llien, I uinko you a 
pre,Hent of it; I shall not u.so it again,” 

Thiibaull relates a circunistanee concerning this iiohlo- 
man, but without niunlioning his name, which is I'ar less 
hononrahlo to his charaidor than the deception just, delailod, 
Tho Catholic church in Berlin is one of the fnie.‘>t luiilditigs 
in that capital. Tho plan of it was highly appiannsd by 
cardinal vVlboroni, who 'contrilnited as fai- as lay in his 
j)owor to its execution, and who had the high idtaV, which 
is much admired by arlisl.s, wrought at Homo niuler his 
own inspection. Collections were made in Italy, .Spain, 
Portugal, France, and Chtrinany, for building this church. 
A certain count, a ehamhorlain of the king’s, and u very 
good catholic, placed himself at Ihe head of this pious under- 
taking. Several hnmhxsd workmen wens at first actively 
engaged ui)on it. Tho vaults are perhaps the finest and 
the mo.st solid of any in tho whole kingdom. Tho edifice 
was carried up to the roof: the scnlfoidiiig within it resem- 
bled a forest. The zeal of its patrons then begun to abate; 
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the workmen attended morning and evening when their 
names were called over, but were employed elsewhere all 

ay. But though the work was stopped, the expense con- 
tinued. The count, a profligate spendthrift, at length died, 
and was the first person buried in the superb vaults, leavine; 
debts to the amount of one hundred thousand livres (40004) 
contracted in the name of the catholic church. After the 
seven years^ war the king discliarged this debt, and had 
tne beautiful structure completed at his own expense. Its 
consecration by the bishop of Ermeland was a ceremony 
pi cruel length, says Tlii6bault, « which kept us from six 
i \4 fill long after twelve at noon.^^ 

' of St, Malo, who commenced life 

! . retired from it to devote 

himself entirely to the sciences; and had acquired con- 
siderable celebrily by his mission in 173G, with several 
other scientific men, to Lapland, for the purpose of mea- 
suring a degree of the meridian, in order to verify Newton’s 
doctrine relative to the form of the earth at the poles. In 
I /4l Frederick invited him to Berlin, ^MMy heart and my 
inclination, ho wrote to him, « have, from the first moment 
that I ascended the tlirone, exciled in me a desire to have 
you here, that you may give the Academy that form which 
It can only receive from you. Come then and insert in this 
wild stock the graft of science, that it may produce fi'uit 
You have shown the woidd the figure of the earth; come 
and afioul a king the pleasure of possessing a man like 
yourself, Maupertuis accepted the invitation: the kine 
conferred on him the order of Merit, and in 174G appointed 
bim president of tlio Academy of Sciences. His subsequent 
riuarrels with Voltaire, which were far from placing either 
ns judgment or his temper in the moat favourable liirht. 
will be noticed in the proper place, . 

Do la Metric, whom Voltairo has characterized ns “the 
nost^ frank atheist in Europe, but gay, agreeable, and lialf 

1 °' ” studied medicine under the 

lelebrated Boerhaavo, whom he nevertheless lampooned, 
md was appointed surgeon to the regiment of the duke of 
jrammont. His first work, a compouiul of the grossest 

Paris by.tiio hand 
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of the common hangman, and he was obliged to quit Prance. 
He retired to Leyden, but other works in the same spirit 
as the first, and virulent attacks on his professional col- 
leagues, deprived him of that asylum. Frederick, hearing 
of his destitute condition, ofifered him, through Maupertuis 
a provision in Berlin, which de la Metric accepted. Here 
the king made him his reader and gave him a place in the 
Academy. These appointments he enjoyed but a short 
time, dying in 1751, Dining with Lord Tyrconnol, envoy 
from Prance at the court of Berlin, he ate so immoderately 
of a pie stuffed with truffles that indigestion ensued and 
carried him off in twenty-four hours. 

The king was fond of de la Metrie’s company, on account 
of his invariable good-humour, wit, and readiness at repartee- 
indeed he was one of the few who could defend themselves 
with any success against the sallies of the sarcastic monarch. 
One evening, after supper, Frederick bantered de la Metric 
a great deal, and the answers of the latter piqued him more 
it was thought, than lie chose to show. The conversation 
between them became more and more brisk. De la Metrie 
had dropped some expressions about sovereigns, states, and 
politics. The king took him up. “ Hark ye, do la Metrie," 
said he, you are a physician, and prodigiously learned into 
the bargain; but don’t meddle with politics; it is not your 
povince,” Bending confidentially towards do la Metrie, 
he continued in an under tone: “Listen tome: we have 
just been eating of a variety of delicate ragouts and savoury 
fricassees, You, as an experienced physician, know what all 
ragouts turn to in a few hours. Now tell us how all these 
things can be so greatly changed, and wliat jiart each ragout 
will have in the mass: tell us at once, doctor." 

De la Metrie, putting on a grave look, replied, without 
hesitation: sire, that is a political affair too; I 

maintain, then, that it falls within your majesty^s province/^ 

« Why," exclaimed the king, “are you mad? a political 
affair? I maintain that it is a medical affair, that it belongs 
to your department, and that you must explain it to us, 
Gome, let us have 

“ WoiV’ rejoined de la Metrie, « since it is your majesty’s 
command, I say that our whole machine forms a state, well- 
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rogulatccl or ill-rcgulatcd as it happens. In the first place, 
the stomach is the king,^’ 

Frederick interrupted him. “ Only look at the madman ! 
and pray why is the stomach the king?’' 

Begging your majesty’s pardon, hocause wo give it 
every thing, and because, like a good king, it reserves very 
little for itself, but distributes nearly the whole again, and 
when it does this properly and performs all its functions 
as it ought to do, the whole state is in a healthy condition. 
The arms and legs arc the military class, who defend the 
state, either attacking the enemy or retreating. In llm 
brain is the seat of the scholars and philosophcrs~it is the 
Ijrain tliat thinks, as your majesty knows — but the brain 
dares not think unless his most gracious majesty the stomach 
permits; for if that majesty should liappen to be ill, adieu 
to thouglit, The mesentery is the scat of the artisans and 
maiuifacturcrs; there aro prepared tlie juices by which all 
the ineinbcrs arc nourished.” 

Well,” said the king, again interrupting him, and the 
intestines? Como to the point, doctor; what is that mass?” 

^^Tlnit is the king’s treasure,” said dc la Metric, striving 
to look as grave as possible. 

Why now,” cried Frederick, it not evident that 
you aro stark mad? Is there one word of sense in all your 
jabber?” 

^^0 yes!” rejoined de la Metric, ^^and very sound sense 
too! — The treasure is the surplus of tlnit whicdi has sup- 
ported all the citizens of lluj stale. If digestion has not 
duly talcon place, if the juices do not circulate as Ihey ought, 
then no part will 1)0 properly nourished: in this case there 
docs not come suHicient into tlie treasury, c^cal parccqnc 
Vital est comlipi; or there comes too much into it, wiint 
the labouring classes in the mesentery ought by right to 
have had, c*est qxVallaU Vital h nne iliarrhh coHiqxmtive. 
Lastly, the treasure i.s applied to the manuring of tlic fields, 
destined to furnish supplies for the further nourishment of 
the stomach and all its dominions,” 

Two of tlie most CHtimahlo and most estoonied of the 
king’s friends entered his service in the year 17 d 7 : these 
were fioULinarBlial Keith and his elder brother, the carl- 
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marslml of Scotland, and tlionce commonly called Lord 
Marslinl. ]3oth hrothers luul joined the party of tho Pro- 
tondor in 171/); and tho younger fouglit under his standard 
at Sherifmuir, where ho was wonndti<L Tho faihiro of that 
oxpodition of course doomed them to (ixile from tludr coun- 
try. Tho younger, then only ninetoim, went to Paris, 
studied mathematics, and afterwards (ravidled in Swil/er- 
land, Italy, and Portngah In Paris ho was i)rescnted to 
Peter the Groat, hut do(dined enUeriug into Ids service out 
of rospoct for Charles XIl, It was pr(d)uhly oi^ the invi- 
tation of Ids brother, the eurl-marshal, llmt ho went to 
Madrid, whore ho was appointetl colomd in an Irisli regi- 
mont, IIo accompanied tho duke of la'.yria, wlio was sent 
as ambassador to Potershurg, onlortui into (he Uossian 
florvicc, distinguished himsedf in tlm wars with 'Purkey and 
Sweden, wont after the peace of Aho as andjussador to 
Stockholm, and was promoted on his ndurn to tho rank of 
(iold-marshah Actuated hy ailed ion to Ids hrothor, to 
whom ho had always boon most toiuhnly attached, and 
whoso oilers of service to tho cahimd. of St. PoUu shurg liad 
boon rejected, and disgusted also by caluds, ho <|uill<Ml Uus- 
sia and was rocoivod with open arms hy Prodoriek in 17d7. 
In a letter to Ids brother, forming part of the inanuscript 
collections relating to tho family ol K(;ith, nu'cntty in the 
possession of tho late Iloiu)urublo Admiral Fleming, lie 
gives an interesting account of his nM)tiv(^s (or leaving 
Russia and tho circunmUinces attend ing winil may fidrly l)o 
oallcd his escupo from that country. 'Phis letter, dated 
October SHth, 1747, is loo long for transcri[jtion. It con- 
cludes with an account of Ltm rece|)tioii of Urn writer hy 
tho Prussian monur(di, to whom hnoircro<l Ids s(n’vices, and 
who immediately appoiiUetl him fiold-inarshal in Ids army. 
Tho king is menlionod hy idm in those terms: I have the 
honour, and which is still immi, tho pleasure of being with 
tlio king at Potsdam .... and to dine and sup with him 
almost every (lay. Oo has mor(3 wit than 1 havc^wit to 
toll you, speaks solidly and knowingly on all kinds of sub- 
jects; and I am much mi8tak(m if, with the ex|H?rionco of 
four campaigns, ho is not Urn best ollicor of Ids ariny.’^ 

In 1740, tho field-marshal was appoinlod governor of 
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Berlin, and continued to enjoy the intimacy and esteem of 
Ilia sovereign till his glorious death in the battle of Hoch- 
Icircli, during the seven years’ war. Frederick lionourcd 
iiis memory by a statue Greeted in the WilhclnFs Platz, at 
Berlin. Kcith/^ he says, was mild in manners, a virtu- 
ous and moral man: he was an excellent soldier, and united 
with habits in the highest degree polished, heroic intrepidity 
in the day of battle.^^ 

The carl marshal, who had commenced his career in tlie 
British army and served under the dnko of Marlborough, 
onterccl after his attainder into that of Spain, in which 
country ho continued to reside, A devoted partisan of the 
Stuarts, he was implicated in tiieir second unsuccessful 
attempt to regain llm crown in 17d5, and then sought an 
asylum in Uussiaplnit, as it was refused him, he retired to 
Venice in 17d(). Moanwhilo, his younger brother, as we 
havo scon, had established himself in Berlin, whither lord 
Marischal,in coinpliancowith liis invitations, soon repaired. 
Uosombling his brother in character and manners, ho won 
in an equal degree the regard of the king, and years seemed 
ojily to stionglhen the mutual friendship which grew up 
between them. In 17f>i Frederick sent him ns ambassador 
extraordinary to Paris, conferred on him the order of the 
Black lOagkq four years altcrwards he appointed him gover- 
nor of Noufcliatel; a post that s(3emed particularly to suit 
liim, till it was reudoiod so disagreeuhlu by ilm disturbunccB 
raised on account of Jlousseau that lie resigned it. 

Being sent as ambassador to the court of Madrid, liis 
lordshij) had tlio good fortune to gain information of tlio 
family compact C{)iicludod hetweou the diirercnt hranclms 
of the house of Bourbon, wliicli he communicated to Mr. 
Iktt, who was then a member of the Bi-ltish cabinet. Ho 
important was this service considered that George 11, grant- 
ed him a free pardon, and Fredcriidc most unwillingly con- 
sented to his return to Kngland, <‘If yon slunild not liko 
your own countiy,^^ said lui, « reniemher Llmtyou have here 
a friend who will always miss you, and to whoso regret 
you can put an ciul whenever you jiloaso.^’ Oji reaching 
Iilnjjlancl, ho obtained an not of parliament reversing hm 
attainder in a limited manner. In consequence, lio ro-pu]^, 
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chased part of iiis family calalca, inlciuling to fix his rcsi- 
clcnco in Scotland. “ Wore 1 a naval p()\vcr,” wrote Frede- 
rick to him, “1 would certainly lake you hy kui' 1 )i 1 s() and 
carry you ofl’. As it is, my dear Miiri.selial, I can only 
oxteiul the arm.s of a friend towards you. Return to the 
bosom of friendship, and spend the. rest of your life hero.*' 
Feeling himself a stranger in his native eouniry, where all 
his early friends and connexions were dead, and lindiiig (he 
climate tlisagrco with him, he yieUhsd in 17(M to the solici- 
tations of his royal patron, and reUiriutd to Ihtlsdain, 'I'lie 
king built him a house, IVoin the garden c)f which there 
wits an entrance to Sans-Souci. ll(! had liberty to dine 
6vcry day with the king or not just as ho pleased. When 
ho sent word thn,t ho should dine with his niaj(!sly, F’Vede- 
riede would never sit down Ip table till his lordship arrived. 
The king himsoll helped him at dinner, and gave him such 
things as ho knew that ho liked; and a |inrl.ieular room was 
sot apart for his afternoon nap. When his great ago pre- 
vented his going abroad, Frederick would fretpiently call 
to see and chat with him; and from all these oxlraonlinnry 
attentions paid to him. Lord h'larischal was universally 
called “'I’ho king’s friend.” 

Describing in a lotler his abode at Sans-Souc.i, Imril 
Marisohal thus expressed hims(!lf:--«This palace is for me 
a sort of convent, in which I feel mo.st happy; our father 
abbot isa man with whom it is very ea.sy aiui very agreeable 
to live. NovertIiole,ss, if l were in .Spain, 1 sboidd eonsider 
niysolf bound, ns a mutter of coiiHeionee, hi deiumncii liim 
to tbc lioly Impiisilion ns an adept in witclicrafl. For, if 
ho hud not bovvitched mo, slumid I slay here, wliere 1 eaii 
SCO only a faint imago of Ihe sun, when 1 niiglit live and 
die in the incomparalde climate of Valencia!” 

Dulens, who visited Pnis.siain 1777, Urns speaks of him; 

Wo dined almost every day with iiord Marisehal, >vlio 
wiks then cighty-fivo years old, and was still as young in 
body niul mind as over. 'I'lio Icing had given him a house 
atlho ond of the garden of Smis-Souei, and went fiMsumnlly 
to see liim in it. llo had dlspuused with iiis dining with 
liini, hiij hcullh would not ponuii liitn lo roniniu long at 
tablo* IIu wati Iho only ono ol all llio.so wliu Iiad l)ccn in 
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favour with the king, who conk! really bo called his friend, 
and who was devotedly attached to his person* Tlic king, 
who was alive to friendship, had ren\arkcd this disposition 
in him, and had set so much value ni)on it, that there never 
was any person for whom lie had shown so nundi attention, 
deference, and anectlon. lOvory body, in consetiuence, 
paid court to him, He was never called any thing else but 
l/ie ktuff^s friend; and indeed he alone merited the title, 
for ho alone had nlw.ays stood well with liim, wiiliout 
nattering him/^ Lord Marischal died the year after this 
account of him was written, 

Ikit all those with whom Frederick condescended to asso- 
ciate were not so constanl in their attachment as these two 
noble Scots, Some of tliem,jio doubt, felt llm truth of the 
king^s own remark: “It is well to approacdi the diadem, 
but still better to be dependent only <m one’s S(*H?’ Tbo 
example of Algarotti jiroves bow dillicult it is for the jiri- 
vatc man of indejiondont spirit to comply with the exaclioim 
of the monarch; for even he, while in i<h’cderick^s service, 
could not go from Potsdam to Perlin without pei'inission. 
Numerous are the instances lljat might ho adduced to show 
that the king never spared r(^proof or puni,shmeni, even in 
the cases of those who, on account of Uudr intimacy with 
him, might have; ('.xpecUal favour, MMms the exlraviigauoe of 
P()llnitz, wlio still had ac-cess to Iho court as a sort of royal 
joalor, induced the king i.o order proclamadon to lie made 
by heat of drum, forbidding all to lend him money, 'rims 
too Cliazot, whom we bare rt(!en as one of his intimate asso- 
ciates at Rheinsherg, and afterwards signalizing liimsi'lf at 
Hohenfriedberg, learned in IV Id how inllexibly Frederick 
refusfid as king to make sacrilic(‘s to friendship. 'I’lie major 
applied for a small piece of grouiul that Im might huild hini- 
sell a retreat upon it, Krotlerick wonhl notcompiv wilh 
his rocinest, alleging that ho was delerminod not to diminish 
the domains a single foot* Olia/.ot had aflm wardH the mis- 
fortune to kill major Hronikowski in a duel, and lied ilm 
country* The king granted Ihn pardon which he soliciletl, 
but gave orders that when ho ndurned, ho shouhl he visited 
with Lho sevority of the law. Ohazot was seiitoneesl to con- 
linemont in a fortress, and it was only in cunsideralion of 
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tlw bnivery wliloh im had di.M|itavd aa a miliiai v man a,i,i 
his (Tcnoral iimril, llial I-Vcihrri.di an him a(, lih.u'ly in af,.! 
montliH, 111 17W iHHuiiitnl lilt’ I'niaaian C..,' ihi, 
stn’vi(ii), ill vvhinli hn niat’ lu hr lii’iiiimaiit ^ciicral and (aim. 
mniulaiil of'Lrihmtki and whi'ii hi- |iai<l a viail (n liia inaicdiv 
in nH.*!, Im wiih |itirhai.s lln- mdy sin vivtir oC his o'libt 
IVioiulH. Kvtni Kiinla'lailnif, imt withi.(antliiij; ihn iilililyof 
his Hui'vioiiH, and (hniij'li Im Imd hi'fii apiMdnli tl itrivv-cnmi, 

sollor nC (iiiniiim, Mt|an inl h id nC ih>< niyal iialan's nnj 

Hni'ddiiN.mid diicclnrtd'idl |iiihlir IniildinuM i„ ih.t iinivim'i’s 
had not tlio p;n(a| Ihiimm l<i earn- llm i ttval (inniir wilti |,i,a 
to I ho (ri'iiyo ill 17r,l,,M(ih,d.ly nwin,, l..■:.mlm .li.sa,ot'oiiii!iil 
with Ifio king on iimrosaional niidlfia. 


CIIAI'TKU XXII. 

llAViNn lakon a siii voy of I'Vfiloi iok'.-i inofU iniiiiinln 
friniidH, hit ii.s now lin n to llm iimnda ra ol his mvii liiniilv 
I havo alroady ahown what adlmlionat.* alloiilioii Im |,ai,|’ 
on KHmnling llm Ihnmo. lo Ida nmthff. to wlmiii ho gavo 
llio tillo ol niHion.|im!lmr with |Hvi'o.loimv Imllii.i hi.a own 
conaoi'l. llo (vs|iii)«aiid his hivo and iidniiialiioi of hor in 
jiocms, and apanid no oxiioiiso to do Imr honour. I lor hii lli- 
day wna always nhsorviiihiN an oxiraordinai y l.tslival, aiala 

Jld. .1"' f >'*' •l•■l•■.■mino.l to mark Iho thiy 

with ho (liap ay nl Ihn ntiiKist splon.lniir: thn war was ovoi\ 
and It was Iho hrsl Innn sinro his aroossion that ho had 
heon at this soamni in Merlin. A new opera, 'rim Ihvain of 
.Smpjo, was givon. Tim o.i.irt ihin. ih^no.t i,, !nm ..f (li! 
uyal iipai linoiils, wliioh had Imon lr.insroi ioi i| into a gai ilen 
l)y I mians ol dwarf-trees of nut noon kinds a II ImS 

'rile r'" '‘‘"'i' I”'''*"' "f J ' i"'-- 

iMiMi. .Six lush di.slioH wero Hiiimessividv hroimld con. 

‘I'*‘ ™l'l BWily (..u,,Y„; il™ j;,« 
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exhausted in ten representations all the wit and slull of the 
confectioners of the capital. Three months afterwards, iho 
queen visited her illustrious son at Cimrlottcnburg: concerts, 
plays, and fireworks were given in honour of her. On this 
occasion it was that a tire broke out in her apartments, but 
it was soon extinguished. 

As for the queen, thoiigli all conjugal intercourse be- 
tween herself and Frederick bad ceased, yet, wlienevcr be 
was going from Potsdam to Berlin, slie always jiroceedccl 
from Sclidnhauscn to the capital to receive him, and regu- 
larly dined with him and the queon-molhcr. It is n singular 
fact that the king never visited her at Schdnhausen l)Ut 
once, on occasion of a family meeting on the 23d of July, 
1744. In 1742 he had appointed the widow of colonel von 
Camas, a lady of extraordinary mental qualificntions, to bo 
gouvernantc to the queen. On Frederick's accession to the 
throne, he sent Camas, who had hut one hand, as his envoy 
to Paris, to communicate the event to tlio court of Ver- 
sailles, which, in return, despatched the marquis do lleau- 
veau, who had likewise but one band, to compliment th (5 
Prussian monarcli on the occasion. Camas died at .Breslau 
oi an inHammatory fever in 1741. To his widow, whom 
the king created a countess, ho nianife.sted, ns long as alio 
lived, the strongest and warmest attachment. lie corre- 
sponded with her, and seemed to have selected lier as the 
medium for acquainting the queen with all tlie more im- 
portant occinToucc.s of his life, Tfo frequently made her 
friendly presents. Thus he omie sent her some pounds of 
Spanish snufi', directing whicli packet she was to use fir.st. 
^[Lopening it, siio found a note in tlm king’s haml-writing, 
wiRi a gold snulf-box richly sot with diamonds. On another 
occasion she received a diamond ring, with a representation 
of two honrls joined together. A note wliicb uecompanioti 
it said that, as the writer inul always been an admirer of 
hers, ho had caused theso two hearts to lie united on Lho 
ringj that he was perfectly indinbrent n.s to what might ho 
said on the sulijeci, and she need care just as little. 
poem addressed to her in advanced ago by the king shows 
the extraordinary regard which lie coiUimied to entertain 
for her till her death, which look place ut SclUiniuuisen in 
17()(i. 
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Amongall Ilia hrolheiH nixl HiaUirs, Frodorick (loiUiniind 
to 1)0 inosi, Iciidofly iillnolicil to tlio ni<ii')!;i'uviMo of Hiiyi'ouih. 
When fllio visited llerlin in Atit!;tisl, 17M), the lun|j; jfiive iii 
honour of luir a jijnind caroimd in (he pirasure-^fiinleii, 
illuminated hy inminieriihlo lamps, 'I’lie priiuie of Prussia 
lod the ipindrille ol' (lie Itoman.s, prineo i leitry that of ilio 
(kirlhiipiiuiin.s, prineo Fordinand tlial of (ho '(ireidcs, and 
niarp;rnve Charles tiiat of the Persians, Seallohls with seals 
wore orooteil for the mimeroiis Npeela(or.s, and the prinee.ss 
Anuiliu delivered the pri/.(!S a|freeahly to the (mliijnienl of 
the four umpires.— -’I’ho inar|!;ravine, on her lairl, sent him 
on his hirthday in a S|iriguf laurel, plneked hy herself 
from VirjfiPs tomh, atteompanind hy a suitahle poelieul 
opisllo, 


Iho only daup;liler of this prinee.ss was married at Fre- 
deriolPs recoinuiendation to duke Charles of Wirlenihei-if, 
wlio, with his lirothers, Ijouis and l''ro(jeri(!k, had hemi 
educated in llorlin. On his iiuittiiif!; that eupilal, (lie kinx, 
m a letter to him, explained his views of the duties of a 
soveroiffu in lhe.se memorahle words: — «'rhink not that 
tho eounlry ol Wirlemherg was made for yon, hut rather 
boheve that Providenee has caused you to ho horn, in order 
to make tho people ol that country happy. Alivays prefer 
its prospority to j’onr jileasiires. If, at your early nee, you 
can sacriheo your own wishes to tho welfare of your stili- 
jocts, you will ho not only (ho doligld of vour country, hut 
tho admiration of the world.”— .The diilie did not, follow 
this well-moant advice. In (he soven years’ war, he even 
jomud I'rodoriok’s enemies, plnnp;od his eounlry into debt, 
aiiil made hmistdf ridiculous hy instiUiliiiK tho order of 
Charles lor military merit, in onier to in.spiro his ofliH-rs 
wiUi tiui preator eoura/j;o anain.sl the Prii.ssians, lie was 
called 111 derision «the kinj^ of Swuhia,” and died in 17i)!t. 

• ? oldest brother had, as wo have seen, married 

in »'o sister of tho iiueen, and as tho kiiip; had no ex- 
pnctiition of children from his own nnion, he conferred on 
inn (he title ol prince of Pru.ssia, or heir presiimplivn to 
lie throne. He ,rnve liiin in 17-1, S the palace ef Oranion- 
Hug, (IcnH^atod to him, in m allholionaUi i^ndiiuinary nd- 
dims, Ins Memotr.s of llie hi.slory of Jlrniuleiduirg, and took 
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a deep interest in the education of his children. That of 
his youngest brother the king intrusted to colonel von Stillc, 
but at the same time paid vigilant attention to it himself, 
Stille, who had been one of Frederick’s favoured associates 
when prince-royal, was an accomplished man, spoke Italian, 
English, and French, was fond of poetry, and himself an 
author. Ho furnished in 1732 another proof what a dis- 
tinction the king made between the oflicer and the friend. 
His regiment was not sufliciently perfect in maiKRuvring, 
and the king said to him in a tone of reproof; « It is not suf- 
ficient to study; you must attend to your regiment." Stille, 
whom Frederick always treated as a friend and confidant, 
and to whom ho presented estates, died soon afterwards. 

As a wife for his second brother, Henry, who distin- 
guished himself on various occasions in llin wars of Silesia, 
ho selected the princess Wilhclmino of Hesse Cassel, gave 
him llhcinsborg for his life, and had a stately palace built 
for him in Berlin, which is now tho university. After the 
peace Henry applied himself assiduously to military studios, 
and engaged in a paper war with his brother William, in 
the .same way as a game at chess is sometimes played. 

His youngest brother, Ferdinand, the king married to the 
princess l^ouisa of Schwcilt. 

Frederick’s second si.stcr, Sophie, had been married by 
her father against lior will to the brutal margravo Frederick 
William of Jh'aiulcnlmrg-Schwedt; he hud lieon hreuglit np 
by her father, who comnnmicaled to liim his own harsh-' 
noss of manner and disposition, Imt could not excite in him 
a fondness for the military profe.ssion. Tlieir union was 
most nnliappy. Whenever tho margravo eonnilnincd of 
being a soldier, and of having to Iniild the great riding-liousc 
at Schwedt, ho was accustomed to add how much more he 
was vexed to have Frcd(!rick’,H sister for his wife, During 
her fatlier’s life-time be somewhat ro.strnined his brutality, 
but gave free scope to it afterwards. The princess fretpicnlly 
fled to Monplaisir or Berlin, but would more frcfpicntly 
claim protection of Frederick himself. The latter did not 
stop at friendly admonitions, but sent general Meir to 
Schwedt with unlimited authority to protect the margravine 
from insult. Meir, who resided for years together at 
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Schwcdl, possc.Hscd the riniiDDSH for fulfilling this 

commission. One (hi)', wliou llu! innrgravino wished to 
take a ride, her husband swore that if I Ikj r.oaidinmn allempt- 
od to put the horses to the carriage, li(^ should have fifty 
lashes. Tlio prince.ss (!omnlained to M(dr, who went im- 
mediately to the stahh-'S, and prote.stcid I hat he would order 
0 hundred to hn givem to at! iho (uiaidumm unlosH they im- 
mediately olx'.yed the tlireelions of tluur inisIresH. Tho 
earriag(i came, and the nmrgravi^ laughed innnoderatoly 
when ho heard lln^ whining (?x(mnes of his (roaidunen. A 
few days afterwards, eight line (’oiudi-horses arriviul from 
Berlin, The margrave was highly dtdigliled with the hand- 
some present, till a eahinot hdter undeca^ivml him. The 
horses were destined lor the separalx^ use of the margravine, 
and he was rtajuired to pay two tlmusand dollars for them, 
and the expense of their loMip, 

In 17(H Sophie was residing at Monplaisir, when she 
wasseiml wiih an illness wliich left no hope of rt*eovery» 
Her husband wisimd to see her once inor<^; hot he had made 
a vow that he would m'.ver stm or set fool again in tlui forest 
of Heinersdorf, in which that palace was situated, hecauaa 
ho had lostanexpen.Hive suit relative to it, In this dilemma, 
he plu(!ed himself hack foremost in the carriage, and on a^ 
riving at Monplaisir, got in at the window, Tiis interview 
vvilh the dying princess is de, scribed ns most allijeling: lie 
had her removed in a sedan-chair, and carried to Sidnvcdt, 
whoro she expired in his arms. 

In many points of his character the margrav(‘. closely 
rcsomhlod Urn royal guardian iindor whom ho had heoa 
eduoated, Lilci3 him he hated idleiKJSs, and was a terror to 
all loungers. One day he watched a lady sitting lislleHsly 
athor window. ^^Wait a moment,’^ cried lie; u jf yon dorrt 
know what to do with yourself, 1- II find yon enmloynumt.*^ 
lie immcMl lately sent lier two large laircnls of linen cloth, 
whicli stm was obliged to make np into shirls fortlmenirns- 
siors. The clergy were especial ohjeclH of his ridicule and 
])or8ocution. lli.s cane was as much (eared as that of liis 
royal namesake. 1 1 i.s justice was criud, so that (lie king ut 
Jenglh found liim.self uiidor the neceB.sity of interfering and 
Uikmg tho jurisdiction ontirely out of Ids hands. 
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In 1760, when the Russians entored Schwctlt for the 
third time, the margrave and his son-in-law duke Eugene 
of Wirtembcri^, who had been wounded at the batllo of 
Kunersdorf, foil into their hands througli the treachery of 
a Jew* This fellow liad the impudenee to force himself 
along with the enemy into the cabinet of the margrave, and 
to seize him ])y the arm, for which ho shook him with the 
strength of a giant Tlie two princes ransomed tliemselves 
at Kdnigsberg, in the Now Mark, The margrave died iji 
1771* 

The circumstances attending the marriage of the princess 
Ulrica with the heir to the throne of Sweden in 1744 have 
i)ecn already mentioned, The very rich trousseau of the 
bride was exhihiled at the palace for tiiroe days, and the 
usual dowry of Prussian princesses, lOOjOOO dollars in new 
ducats, wavS delivered to Rudeiiskiold, the Swedish am- 
bassador. Frederick had not less esteem tlian affection for 
ITlrica. A king/^ he wrote to Voltaire, “seeks her for 
his wife; the wishes of the whole Swedisli nation arc in 
her favour; and my tenderness for Imr could not lielp yield- 
ing to this cntluisiasm, She is going to a country wlmro 
her talents are preparing for l)or a great and glorious part.” 
The nuptial festivities took })laco at Sehdn hausen; and tins 
was the only occasion on which Frederick ever visited that 
country residence of his (luecn. Ulrica died queen of Swe- 
den in 1782. The king was overwhelmed with grief at the 
tidings of her death, because the {)lder he grew the more 
lonely ho found Inmself. Menken, the cabinet secretary, 
who had then recently come from Stockliolm, where he 
had officiated as senreiary of legation, was rotpured to toll 
tlic king all the particulars that he knew concerning her, 
and Frederick was frequently moved to tears during the 
relation. 

Frederick had a very high opinion and was extremely 
proud of his family in genend; aiul ho dwelt with great 
comjdacency on the noble (|uaHtie.s of its mcinhors in luti 
poems as well ns in his historical works. “I was sure,” he 
wrote to Voltaire in 1743, “ that you would ho pleased with 
my sister of Brunswick: she is endowed with that happy 
gift of Heaven, that spark of genius, that vivacity, in which 

VOL. n.^18 
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she resembles you, and of which Nature has unfortunately 
been but sparing towards the majority of mankind/' It 
was Leopold, the son of this princess Charlotte of BninS' 
wick, who, when commander of a regiment of infantry at 
Frankfurt, was drowned in 1785 in the Oder, in the gene- 
rous attempt to save the lives of several persons who were 
on the point of perishing. 

Thus all the members of the royal family enjoyed tlio 
king's aficctionate care and attention. But when in 17^13 Iho 
empress of Russia, and ih 1746 the court of France solicited 


the hand of his only unmarried sister, Amelia, tlie former 
for her nephew the grand-duke Peter, the latter for the 
dauphin, Frederick objected to so imjjortant a change of 
religion as would have been indispensable in either of those 
contingencies. He omitted not, however, tlie opportunities 
of manifesting his friendly sentiments towards both powers 
by proposing other matches. For the heir to tlio Russian 
throne he recommended the princess of Zerbst, afterwards 
the empress Catherine II,, and for the dauphin the princess 
of Saxony. ^ ■ 

On the margraves of the house of Brandenburg also Fre- 
derick kept a vigilant eye. In the day of peril the mnr- 
grat^ Charles always proved himself a worthy grandson of 
the Great Llector, but he solicited in vain the rank of fiold- 
marslial, which, according to ancient custom, is not conferred 
on any prince of the blood, 

In their households and establishments all the members 
0 the royal family were obliged to be very econotntcaU 
n ese points the king himself was most exemplary,- — 
He expected his brothers, like ail the servants of the state, to 
exert themselves to the utmost for the welfare of the coun- 
ry, 0 require aslittleas possible for themselves, and to seek 
mvl\ nnf glory of Prussia. Recollecting his 

Muinnci th ^ ^'^^l^soroUons, he renewed on two different oc- 
g/^^eral edi^Qt of 1730, against lending money to 

ties decrppll penal- 

In fhl ^ diatordinance should inevitably be enforceth 

churcl Frederick's reign, the cathedral 

in the four cen^ 
rection, had undergone many yicissltudeSj 
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Wixa taken down and rebuilt by Boumann, the same ai'chitoct 
who coinjdoted the new ]>alace of Sans-Souci. It was con- 
scorated in 8(3ptembor 17/50. In the preceding January, the 
remains of Llic members of the reigning himily were re- 
moved to this edifice, in the presence of the king. I'l'ederick 
ordered the codin of the Great Elector to be opened. He 
gazed for some time in eilence on his face, tlie features of 
which were perfectly recognisable; tears trickled froni his 
eyes, and, grasping the hand of his revered ancestor, he 
said cntluisiasticidly to the persons present: Gentlemen, 
this prince did great things In many passages of his 
works, as well poetical ns Idstorical, Frederick has shown 
bow highly he a|)prcciated tiic merits of his illustrious pre- 
decessor, and ho every where holds fortli his character as 
the most brilliant pattern for the princes of his house. 
During his residence at Huppin, Frederick had visited the 
field of Fehrl}ellin,a spot rendered classic inPrussiaii history 
i)y the victory gained there over the Swedes by the Great 
lOleotor. Desirous to make himself acquainted with all the 
details of that memorable event, lie took with him for his 
guide an aged inhabitant of Ruppin, who, when a young 
man, had taken part in that battle. Having finished his 
survey, the prince good-luimouredly asked Ids cicerone if 
lie could tell Idm what was the cause of that war. Why 
yes,^^ roplieul his old eonductor: elector and the king 

of Sweden, when they were young, studied together at 
Utrecht, and they took a mighty dislike to one another, and 
so, you see, at last they could not help getdng to logger- 
heads.^^ In after life Frialerick frcfiiiently ailvorled to this 
circumstance, and ritpeated this laconic cx pi ana lion in the 
broad low (ierman dialuctusod by his informant. 

I cannot part from the Groat Elector withont reoording 
a trait which I have met with since the first chapter of this 
work was printed, When the crown of Polaml was offered 
to him on condition tiuil he should turn Datholic, ho I’cplied: 
<fGod forbid that I should deny my Saviour, give up the 
free word of God, and bow my head to tlic yolco of the 
pope! Noi if ye were to offer me the crovyn of the mightiest 
empire In the world, 1 would not accept it at such u pfice/’ 
^riu^ king's porsmial habits, during this period of his life, 
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or two; and, wlnlc tluis practi.siiig, witiiniit tlunlcingofwhnt 
ho was playing, his iniiul was rni(piontly oocupiod with all 
sorts orhusiiHJss and oonocivod tho liuj)])j(38t ideas* 

Ijotvvoou nine and ton o’clock, llu3 king received and road 
the cxtnicis nntdo by the tliroo cabinet counsellors, who 
were adinitied singly, and to whom he dictatcjd the answers 
to the letters received, which they wrote in ])encil upon 
each letter. With two oi'liis cabinet counsellors the king 
transacted Inisinoss every day, the third, to wliosc province 
belonged the foreign a 11 airs and spiritual matters, came 
neither so often nor ho early in Iho morning, 

I’hough Frederick sometinies called the cabinet coun' 
scllors liis secreiarios, yet all civil nmlters passed through 
their liands, and they were functionaries not less important 
in their line than the iidfiilanUgencral in the military 
cabinet. Eichel, who with Lautonsmde and Schumacher, 
had served in the cabinet of Frederick Williairi, enjoyed 
till his decease the unlimited conlidenee of his master. Ho 
must liavo been a man of rare qualifications; aljovc all, 
upright and inihdatigahle in hnsiness, Tlie English ambus- 
«adt)r, Sir (Jliarles 1 limbury Williams, writes in one of hia 
dcsjiatclies to London, in 1750, tlnit Fijcbol^lived like a pri- 
HOnui* of stab;, that be was always at bis jmst, and had not 
ludf an lioiir to In in self in the c.ourse of the year; so that 
lie, the ambassador, had nevtn* seen liim, aiul many persons 
who had long resided in llerlin wore in the same prcdica- 
nuint. Uinnarried and having no relalions, he seenis to 
have been a |)romoter of the sciences, rendering eminent 
aervic<j to the Polyieclmic School in Herlin by his intcr-r 
cossion with the king, and hofnieiilldng to the university 
of Halle a collection of coins. His fortune, wliich was 
considoruhle— for he was originally in good circumstances — 
he left to the daughter of tins high chaijcollor von Jariges. 
It is impossible to give a more precise idea of tlio closeness 
of (lis connexion with the king ihim by Haying that bo was 
in all important inalters to his niuster, botli in pence and in 
tho lielih what Fredersilnrf, who acted as secrclary for alj 
tlie domestic matters of ilio monarch, was in a narrowor 
sphere, (lenorals and niiniHtera courted liip advico nnd bt<i( 
friendHliij), Ho died in 17hH, 
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Selected to succeed Galster, in 1775, hoping to get excused, 
said that he was unacquainted with French, and that he was 
Jiaarried. “You must not tell your wife every thing,” re- 
plied the king; and Stcllter undertook the arduous duty, 
’'vliich was the more trying, as all the cabinet counsellors 
Were obliged to attend very early every morning in full 
cjress, and to go through their business standing. Stcllter 
uied literally at his post, quite suddenly, on tho 29lh of 
-May, 17S5, just as he had reached Sans-Souci to perform 
Ills functions. When the king was a|iprized of thecircum- 
^ance, he exclaimed with deep emotion: “Happy he!— 
Jjut business cannot stand still; .send Beyor to me.” 

During the morning, the king refreshed himself with 
cherries, iigs, grapes, and other fine fruit, which were placed 
on the pier-tables in his apartments, and of which he was 
exceedingly fond. Po this end, ho not only had hot-house.s 
■in which the rarest and most delicate sorts of fruit were 
Raised, hut early productions of this kind were sent to him 
D'equently from a great distance. I'ho earliest cherries in 
iJecember, and till the middle of January, he paid for at the 
fate of two dollars apiece. 

When the cabinet counsellors were despatched, the king 
threw off his morning coat, smoothed his hair with po- 
inatuin, had it powdered, washed his face and hands with a 
towel, and put on his uniform. This business occupied no 
rnore than five minutes, when he was not .shaved. Even 
All the early part of bis reign, his dress was.plain and sim- 
ple.* it was only on occasions of cQremon}^ or when he was 
visited by foroigner.s of rank, that he drc,ssed with a certain 
clegree of elegance,'vvhich, as he grew older, gave way more 
and more to convenience. At ten o’clock, ho gave tho parolo 
to the commandant, then answered family loller.s, spoke to 
joersons whom he had apjjointcd to call upon him, read aloud, 
practised concertos if lie bad time, sometimes went to the 
Jr a rad c, took a ritlc or a walk, 

At twelve precisely ho .sat down to dinner, or even a 
c][iiai’tci“ ol an hour earlier when Im cxjKicted some favourito 
tlisli, or the bill of fare promised him some rarity: but if ho 
Had guests of high distinction, or dined with the queen, one 
o clock was the hour. The king’s two page.s, who, tho mo- 
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inont !i(! (|m‘tU!(l lii.s ixul-duunhiT, mirr aliout liix .Mirat.n mul 
ov»!ii on gi'iititl oinusiona aiippliial Ilit! pliuio ort.liii liiM:l|'„ni 
corflol (,h.! (MMirt, wiiilrdoxalnsivolv him .Inritm di, 

I lu) n!|w,st omiHiNUnl of oi|rh( dinln-.s, lor ^V(!dori(■.k was an* 
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woidd not Iks coiilont with oi|^lil.y, ’I’ltcsi! wons aorvod'iii 
l.svo (Kiiii’so.s; and Ihoro wa.s iiooi lirrihsassirl. hut ri'iiil.as'conl 
itiK to tins .soaHon. 'I'ho Itihhs.scrViro sva.a lino hon'olain' 
Iho diiimn-|»arl,y oonsiaiod g.-mTalty of IVon, aovon In trii 
imraon.s, who omild oat of what diahoH'lhov idoaaod.and drink 

;i.s immh R osollo wii.o or I'onlao as thoy |.ron,.T. 

Iho kiiu-; hiinsoll ii.siially drank Morgomo, a lidit Ji’ronch 
wino.nnxod wilJs wator, or Moaollo wioo, and '.somotinms 
(diainimKiH', or I okay, hot thoao laat worn hroiiKht only 
wimn oxproNHly oialorod hy hia nnijoMly. Ilo dialikod Klir 
niah wiiKS, and aaid that ifa man w'i.almd In havo a forola.sto 
ol haiipjint!; ho nood siniy drink that wiiio, 'I’lm .-mtl wliirh 
ho iidjontod Irons his lathor, ho atlrihnlod In hia pi-aotioo of 
driiskiiiK Hlionial) wmir. 'riai |{in(i' was not an immodm'iiti! 
oator, hilt Iks waa III hi}>li-M;a.sonod I'Vonohand llalian dialioH' 
Iiolontn.~a Krnaay and vory iiHlip;o.stihlo dial,, oomnoaod of 
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four, or oyon lalor. At tul.lo, l.’rodoriok waa a moai" mild' I, 
host. Uis Irionda loi-goi (hat Ihoy worn Iho gooaia of 1 
king, lor his oxnmplo oiiroiiragod tlio moat iimviorvrd 
•nlorishioigo ol idoim. Tins king Cimaolf apoko u g, 'a I , 
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doTiriWtll'^imd^ romarkj hi.s narraama woio lihornlly 
■II loith, and Ins companions woio not iilwiiys siiro to 
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escape the lash. He was iond of apt and witty repartees^ 
and every one might defend himself without fear, as well 
as he could. The conversation was carried on in French, 
and the company was in general so chosen, tliat not only 
could ail take ])art in it, but that they could profit by Die 
intellectual wealth of each. Concerning these parties, 
Jlielofehl says: Croat as is the honour, still greater is the 
pleasure, of listening to the conversation of the king and 
the accomplished persons who constitute his society. I do 
not think that a circle of sounder heads is to be found in 
all Eurojjo than at this table. Here Frederiede wholly Jays 
asido^ the monarch; and wo all drop the veil with which 
courtiers in general cover themselves in the presence of the 
sovereign.^ Hearts reciprocally open to one another, and 
the mind i>s not hound by any shackles/* — ^'.rhu prince do 
Ijignc describes these conversations, at a later period it is 
true, in the following terms: Potsdam I was deliglited 

lor five hours every day by the encyclopedic conversation 
ol the incomparable Frederick, who completely won my 
heart, All that ho said was witty, pieplant, interesting. 
At the same time, the lone of his voice was soft and rather 
low, nnd^ his lips moved with inoxpres,siblo grace, Hia 
oyo8, which in all the portraits we have of him arc repre- 
sented too .ste.;rn, and winch were somewhat distended with 
close attention to cahinot l)nsinc,ss and the laborious duties 
of war, assumed a mild and gentle look whenever he related 
or lionrd others relate traits of magnanimity or iihilan- 

.1 he pleasures ol the table, the only luxury in which the 
king indulged, were not so costly as might lie imagined; 
lor 1^3,000 dollars, fixed for the expense of his kitchen, 
continued to be the allowance as long as lie lived. Out of 
this sum were to ho provided eight dishes for the king’s 
tabic and tlio same number for that of the marshals, (hree 
at dinner, and su]>])er for ton or twelve servants, and cold 
meat lor three or four dogs. A.h, in the course of years, 
there was a considorahio advance in llio price of provision.s, 
the sum allowed was sometimes found insulficient; the king 
w()uld grumble on such occasions, hut in the end lie always 
paid the dcncicncy, When foreigners of high rank or 
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of tlio elegance of tlic clioUon, give it ii permanent valitc as 
an historical work; the Memoirs of the History of the 
House of llrandenburg/^ in which, while duly appreciating 
the characters of his predecessors, he indicates the lofty 
goal which ho had proposed to himself as sovereign. All 
Ids :i!hoges, excepting those on prince Henry and VoltairC;, 
belong to the interval between 1745 and 1753; and his 
extensive correspondence with the most eminent of the 
writers of France constituted no small portion of hi.s literary 
occupation. In 1750 lie had printed for his most intimate 
friends a collection of his poems, with the general title of 
Works of the Thilosopher of Sans-Souci/^ of which he 
expresses a very modest opinion in a letter to AlgaroUi in 
1753, and vyhich have not escaped the severity of criticism, 
especially from lIkj ungrateful Voltaire. These compose 
lions, nevertheless, display fertility of mind, good taste, 
richness of imagery, facility of diction, and above all trim 
and |)rolotiiul feeling, in a higher degree tlian any of his 
other works, his familiar letters only excepted. To tlieae 
must be added the essays and papers written to promote 
the woiiare of civil sociely and to improve the military. 
All the jierformances here enumerated, which surpass in 
nmnhcr, extent, imd diversity of subject tliosc of many 
writers by profession, were produced lietween the liours of 
four and six, for at six tlm concert usually comnionced. 
These concerts were gimerally arranged by Quantz, with 
the assistance of Henita, Uraiui lOmaiuiel Hach and Fasch. 
Quantz, as we have seen, bad beem Fi'cderick’s instructor 
upon the flute while prince-royal. At that lime he be- 
longed to the band of tlm king“ of Poland, and received a 
salary ol 250 dollars. On Frellerick^s accession to tlm 
throne, Qunnlz removed to Berlin; the king gave him a 
salary of 2000 tiollars, paid him a certain sum for each of 
the concertos, amounting to three hundred, that lie com- 
})Osad for him, and one hundred ducats for every new flute: 
for Quantz manufactured that iiistruniout for sale, and made 
some improvements in Us construction, He is described 
cIlS tall and stout in person, grave in disposition and rough 
in manners. He played llio tyrant over the king; but 
Fortune avenged Frederick, liy making Quantz the slave 
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of hifl wifo, a8 she was of lior I'hia olrciunstanfio 

ItuI G. P. 10. Haah one day, in a party of nioaiaal friciub, 
to propo.st? ttuH riddle: What \h Uk* nio.st powtirful animal 
lu the Priisainn dominions Aa iiohody nould roaolvti i|;^ 
Pucii aaid: Thia forniidjihhM'iTuhin^ ia Mailanoj (inantz\s 
lap'dog. SiKili ia its powcir that iMadariio (iiianl/, hersedf is 
afraid of it; Qiiaiii/, is afraid of Madarno C^nanl/* ami Froda- 
rick, Iho [i;roatost inonaiadnn llio world, is afraid oi' C^nanlz.^^ 
The king laughod heartily when ho li<‘ard this mi redo to. 

Ono day the king dt'sirod (^iiant/ to hd. him iiavo a now 
(lute, 'i'ho latior made oxonsos from liim; to tinn; for not 
dolivoring it, idloging that it was very tronhh'smno to make, 
and that \u) wished to furnish a iiapiini insirumont. At last 
ho toi)k the flnlo to the king, assn rial him that it was per- 
fect in every respect, hut, as it liad heen just oiled, he made 
lum promise not to use it for some linio. Next <ivening, 
however, Fredori(d( was MsmjiUul to try tin* now insiniment 
at his prlvnh'. concert, 1((! placed himself lioforo ihe (h\sk, 
willi his left knee, lununaling to custom, ri*stiiig upon a chair, 
With l)oth lumds he raised the Iluie to his lips, w'heri, sud- 
denly recollecting the injunction of Ids inaHter, h<^ laid down 
the instnimeui, saying:' “(inani/. will he ajigry if 1 play 
iiptm that; 1 prondsetl I would not, ami I must loa p my 
word,^* Thu llute lay licsitle the king. While playing 
upon the other, ho accidently touched the innv mns which 
foil upon Iho door with mvM violence (hat the middh^ |dccc 
was cracked. << What will (immtzsay now?** lie. exclaimed 
in ovidoiU agitation: he will he douhly angry, and eon- 
ccivu that I was playing on it in defuince of his nrohihitinn, 
If I assure him of the contrary he will not nelie.ve me, 
What is to he doiieP^ After a niomenPs rellmdioii, he siit 
down, and drew ii|) a statement of the whole aiiidr, to which 
ho got all the iierliU’iners present (o sign I heir imnms as 
witnesses. 'Hiis ho mmt with the llute to Quant/, who 
contrived to repair Iho injury. 

Quani/« died in l77Dat PolH<lani in tiie full [lossessiou of 
the royal favour, aud the king erected a mominieut for him 
in the churchyard oniside the Namir gate, 

Grrnin, who had helcmged to Kre<leric!Ps musical osla- 
hlitthmont at Uheiushurg, was a])puiuted capellineNlor after 
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his accession to the throne, and sent to Italy to engage 
vocal performers for tlie opera-house cstai)lished by the 
liing. On his return his salary was considerably augmented, 
and, till his death in 1759, ho continued to compose for the 
churcli and theatre. His works arc very numerous, and 
among them upwards of thirty operas. The music to 
Ramler’s Passion oratorio, << The Death of Jesus, is uni'- 
Vcrsally considered as his master-piece: the recitative and 
cliorusses are remarkably beautiful. 

Graun, like Quautz, was by no means disposed to submit 
at all times to tlie humours of his royal patron. One day 
he was ordered l)y tlie latter to make arrangements for the 
immediate rehearsal of one of his new operas, hoeauso the 
king could not attend tlm general rehearsal, which was to 
take ))lnce in a few days. The rehearsal commenced. 
Frederick, in an ill humour, called for the score and struck 
out several pages. Graun waited calmly till he had (inished. 
‘^All that I have struck out/' said the king, must he 
altered: it is not worthy of you, and docs not j)lease mo." 
— “lam very sorry for that," replied the capcllmeistor; 
“but I shall not alter a note, for the general rehearsal is to 
he the (lay after to-morrow, and there is no time to study 
any thing new: besides, 1 have a still more weighty imson 
which your maje^sty shall hear wlien you are inoro gra- 
ciously disposed."-— “ Graun, I am not ungracious to you; 
I never was; so tell mo your reason at omu:." — “Well 
thou," rejoined the composer, putting tlie score into his 
pocket, “ /am king of that." — “ You arc right, said Fre- 
derick, smiling; “let every thing remain as it is," 

On the king^s return to Ihirlin from oiuj of his visits to 
Silesia, the first thing he did was to send for his capellmeis- 
ter. “ Graun," said lie, “ play mo the commeiicemunt of 
the first recitative in The Death of Jesus." Graun obeyed. 
*03xa(itly so! exactly so!" exclaimed Frederick, “ I thought 
I could not bo mistaken, I will toll you something. When 
I was at Breslau, I heard an evening hymn, every verse of 
which begins just like your recitative." The king repeated 
tlie first lino of the hymn. “ There," ho continued, “ you 
SCO I liave caught you in a musical theft. But never mind; 
it does you honour to have )ut upon the same idea as the 
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pious (ioinposor ol llio liyiuu,’* (»raun aould noL lorjjjomiis 
chami. Mo Mnit. lo Sihmia Hu' iho tnuti of iIh^ h^^inu which 
hchndnover hoiml of, uiul lomul Hail Uio kinjij’.s mr wus 
porloolly aniToai. Whou (iiuuit/ askrd him il’ lio would 
not ulhn* Iho passafj;!!^ lin oxrlainioil: tlial i’mdnd ! ll is to 
mo Iho ai!iu‘i5St lU’oorof lliu nunuory ami appruhaliim of my 

sovor(iip;u/^ , , 

GVauu’s lanl work was a 'Pi? Doom on cM'rasion ol the 
hulllo of Pnigno, So alVooiioiialoly was Im allariiml to his 
voyal patron, that ho diod ol ^t^riol on hoariipi; ol llm unlor- 
tunalo issuo of ilm IrnUto ol‘ /dilliolian; and hVmloriok, on liis 
part, \vaH allociiMl to toars whon lu’ naudvod intolli|.'^iMU'o of 
tho d(’a(?aso (d* his oapolhnoislor, k'or sonm l.inm hi', wan 
ahsorhod in moiliiation: Hhakin[3;lnH head, ho llmti oxolainusl, 
<<Aiu)ihorsovuroloss! My lirstliold-nnirshal hrloro l?iafi;uo! 

now niv Graun! Groat is (i|roal. in r\u;ry lino. I \s'ill not 

make anotiun’ rudd**marslnd or anolhor rapollmoislor, (ill 1 
find anolhor Scliworin and anolhor Gi iiniid’ 

Tho kinp; ontorod tho inusiiv'room with lln? nolos nndor 
his arm, dislrihnlod tlm parls» and laid llioin hiinsoU npou 
tho dusks, llo oxlinn|Mnr/(‘d for a <|narior of an Imnr hoforu 
tlio (‘omau’t hoij^an, playod lhrt:o or four oonoorlus oinnpnsrd 
for him by <inant/, or’ solos of Ids own roinposilion. llis 
ada|i!jio was l^xl(nisilt^, hnl Ids alh*f!;ro ralhor laino in long and 
dillundl jjassagort. hWh rnspionily idisorvrd I hat of all 
iho porformors ho ovor hoard, his Iriond Uaoh Honda, and 
tho king iwoduood Ilm, most patlmtii^ adagio. Gim i^ymiiiig 
Frctloriiik had introdnood into tin', adagio a piooo (d rooilatiyo, 
whicli ho pin’formod vory foolingly. Snoh was ils rWwX 
U|)on Fasoh that ho ar.oonipaniisl I ho king with poisdiar 
pallios, and ploasoil Frodoriok mmdn Wliou ihopirsaiwas 
finished, lio asked Fasoh what ho ilmnght id playing a rrr.iia- 
live on an inHtninnmL Fasah rojdiod dial, hy right, jeidlio 
tiv(5 without words was not ailndssihlo; hot that whoii, as in 
this oaso, it was oonnoatod with a rhythmioal idtsi, winch 
had a provionsly known import, it might ho ollhotivM^; and 
that his majosty had hy his porforinam’o so olmnnmlly ox- 
prossod tho hnignago of sn[)plication, that ho l onhl laiicy ho 
saw tho potilionor sliniding hoforo him. Uight V' rojninod 
tho king. Qiumi/.’s ruidlalivi? sonmls not iniioh Inaior limn 
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if the Rnimit were ground in a mill: in that passage, I 
fiRurecl to myself the mother of Coriolanus on her hnees 
before her son, imploring mercy and peace for the city of 

None of the performers excepting Quant/, toolc tlie liberty 
of crying “ Bravo!” to the king. One day, when ho was m 
a reniarkably good humour, he told Fasch not to be afraid 
to exi)rc.s3 his opinion when he had acquitted himself well; 
from that time Fasch accordingly did so, but never when 

Quant/ was present. . , . , , i.„ 

Among the performers at the lung’s concerts may be in- 
cluded Frodersdorf, who was for many years his conlidcntial 
valet. He was the son of the town-musician at Bar/, iukI 
as a musnuetcer in the regiment of Schwerin, quartered at 
Frankfurt on the Oder, was employed by the city-nuisician 
of that place. Frederick, when prince-royal, having once 
iiassed through the city, the students gave him a musical 
serenade, at which Frcdcnsdorl played Iho llute. Ho at- 
tracted the notice of Frederick, who sent lor him, and, being 
pleased with him, ho made him his lacquey, and afterwards 
ins valet do chamhre. Mo was a tall, handsome follow; 
clover and cunning, he eontrived to gain great nillucnce 
over his master and to make his oiyn fortune. In the year 
nCiO* the king penniU.ocl him to vieiit .Franeo, On hiH re- 
turn, he married a dauglitcr of Damn’s, the wealthy hankci . 
At last he turned alcliyivdst, built a large iahorulory, and, 
in partnershii) with one Dilslerlianpl., assidiionsly cullivalcd 
the art of making geld. Mis death took plaee in 17.)8. 

So long as Qiiantz lived und the king hud all Ins Iront 
teeth, he had a concert regularly every evening, whether at 
homo or with the army: hut in his jonrneys to hold reviews 
he was not accompanied by nuisieiims or any other atleiul- 
aiils. It was very rarely the case that any but imision! per- 
formers were admitted to his concerts. It may he inenlioneil 
as a narticulnr circumstance that at the visit paid ><» Ih'> king 
ill Potsdam by Marie Antonie, dowager electress ol Saxony, 
daughter of the emperor Ghurles VM., in lionour of wJiom 
Ij'roclorick wrote a prologue for the oeciusion, in Sopieiiiocv 
1770, lie gave u concert, at which that princoHS, who Was an 
oxfpufiite performer, played the harpaioliord and sang, while 
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thokin(j;,rt(Uinin|mni(Ml liy (inuiil/T pluyrd fn\sl ilnUs the duko 
of lirmiHwirJc i'ml vumn, ihhI ihn prinrn nl’ Pni.sHm ikc 
violon<tiilln. 

TIui kin(i;\4 (UMicc'rls )i;nnrriilly lu.slt’d nlinni iin linur, mul 
(Jicn mippitr, whirli, till lliu m'Vnn yrinV wai rniiHlilulnlan 
iiu|H»rlAnl. itiMii in tin? rniilinn nf llin tlay* nillcM^itnl lu'niiiul 
him tlinmi wilh wlinm wiih in llm huhil <>r aj'.‘<nrjiilin|r 
Lho moHl familiar tni'iiia, In tlirir y I'h nilnrii’k (mtirnly 
(livnsleil himsnll‘<jf llic. pomp uiul pannln i>{‘ royalty; mnl at 
UmH(^ Sorralii'. .snppnrMi an V<illaii‘o rallial llnmii wliirlij ac* 
nonlin^ to llm cli^Nariptlnns of tlmsn who wino fortmuilo 
(o lin of (Im parLy, imiHt havo hron holy tlrli^liirul, 
iho convorsaliou wan somnlinu^H |MolMn|,!,(al (ill pant mkl- 

. ..... 

H’lm kin^ iimln^sniHl hnfoni lln^ firn ahmoil. witimnt aHsinl- 

anao, tliHiniNWad hia aUnmInnIs wilh tlirnrlioM.s to walu^ him 
in lho morniup;, iMul, hoiiif!; Irfl onltioly aloim, ami willmnt 
light, in gnmnal ation foil aalia'p, Two lampmya aat up la 
lho anto-room, uml llm king rang; if Im wanMal a glans of wa- 
tor or any thing also. Tlu? |mrliail, of (loatuvuN AtlolplaiH 
vvaa lho only pioiuro in l'V<5dorirlc'a laal-i^hionhor at Sana- 
Souoi. 

In mimmor ho took morn oxtn riso, I lit llnoi wmiliMirlior 
to IhuI ami nmo oarlior ami oarlior in ajiring, aa tint ilaya 
loiigthnndd, ho that al llm timo t»f lln^ Horlio rovii^w, at lho 
ciul of April or lho hnginning <if May, Im. wan rnapiontly 
up by half llinm and on Imraidamk by lour. On mioh 
morningH iim llnlo was nogloatoil, tlio lotlmH wma'. nnnidy 
road and not answorml till alMo' llm inspimliini tif tin'. Iroopn. 
'I'he aclivily of Frudoriok in ilm la^hi yi?ain of liis lifn is 
almost inorodihln: though foml of ploason^ and i‘Hp(Hdidly 
of lho stippor-lahio, y<d, lot him loavii il uvm* hh lain, ho was 
sure io bo lip oarly in llm morning, ailomling with llm ul- 
most ohoorfulnnss to tlio ilnlios of Iiin slaiion, 

In March, wluiii Urn vvoallmr was Him, Im lVm|mmlly look 
a rido in tlm forenoon from Ion lo (?lovon, About tlio end 
of that month, or lho hogiiuiingiif v\pril, ho lofl IhUHilam 
for SaiiH-Siiuci, nttonding lho i^xorciscH of (lio garrison tlirco 
times a wo.idc, and oonnnandiug hiinsidh On llm othm" days 
Im geimrally rode out for an Imur beforo dinnor, always on 
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the trot or gfillop. He would frequently ride also to Char^ 
lottciilnirg and Berlin, without using the carriage which foh 
lowed him* In inarches he was always on horseback unless 
when tho cold was very severe, and then he walked* At 
San«-Soucn ho rode every day, and walked in the garden; 
hut, ^vhothor on horseback or on foot, he always carried a 
(initch-sUck, a Spanish cane, with a blue enamelled gold 
crutch set with brilliants* 

Tlio summer months the king devoted chiefl^^ to the re- 
viewing of the troops, not only at Berlin and Potsdam, but in 
llie diiTcreiit provinces of his dominions. These annual 
journeys were not confined to that single object* On such 
occasions, all the civil olTiccrs, from highest to lowest, were 
expected to be in readiness to furnish the minutest details 
rclativo to tlie departments of the administration in which 
they wore employed, Frederick liked also to see about 
liirn tradesmen and men in every line of business, from 
whose practical iufonnation useful bints might frequently 
1)0 derived, TJio objects of these tours arc best described 
hy liiinself in a lotter to Voltaire; I strive,’* says he, “to 
prevent tlie strong from oppressing the weak in my coun- 
try, and sometimes to mitigate sentences which seem to me 
too Hcivore, This is partly my occupation when I travel 
tlirougli the provinces; every one has access to me; all com- 
plaints arc investigated cither by myself or others; and thus 
I have opportunities of rendering services to persons of 
whose vo,ry existence I was ignorant till I received their 
p(jLilions. Tills supervision makes the judges attentive, and 
prevents cruel and too rigorous proceedings,” 

A!! 1 . 1 1C time occupied hy these tours in the provinces 
Frcdcricik devoted so exclusively to business, that while eu- 
gagiul in tliom ho would never so much as write a letter to 
a fvioiul; ho read in his carriage, and when the jolting of 
the vehicle, owing to the bad state of the roads, was too 
violent for that, he learned by heart after he was sixty, the 

fhujHt passages in the poets, , , . n . i i 

JOarly in Soptoinher the king was back in Potsdam, and 
in that mouth were held the autumnal manceuvres, which, 
in nrocesH of tune, became so celebrated, as to attract mili- 
Urv and other foreigners of distinction from every country 



ill l''juro|)C. Tlx) pnlnc(5 u(, I’olsdiini w:ih l\i,H wiiiUn- rosl- 
doiuic: Init Iu 5 spisnl Uiti coniiviil, iVoin llix middle! etf DiiCAim- 
Imr lill llu! und of Jatumry, in Moiliii. 'I’liti iiimivorHury of 
llui oonmnlitm of Krodorick I. waft rcilobnilcd willi the 
gfoalcslpomp: llio court dinod olfllu! w^rvic.o of ^oUl plate, 
and the (luooii and the priiiccssca worn tlio aphmdid dres.sos 
which the kiii|^ alway.s pntaciitod tet tluiio aa a now yoar’a 
gift. During tho carnival, froeiuont drawing-romna were 
lushi by the king, tho (pi(n!n, and tho (paain-dowagori and 
tlicrc wore fixed day.M every week for nniHiinorade.a, lialLs, 
oporius, concerts, and ollnn* diversions. One year, in ihi! 
time of tho carnival, tlin palace, was set on lin; by liglitniiig. 
The hussar in waiting rushed into the king's caliinel. 

« Your rnaiesty,” said he, “the lighining has struck Uic 
palace, and It is on fire!” “ (5o,” ri'plied Frederick, eonlly, 
'‘and keep tho staircase clear; I have something to do 
yet." 

In his earlier years, even after bo ascemled the throne, 
tlio kingIVeipienlly dre.-wed with great elegam-e in the latest 
French fa.shion. Down to the year IV.'ilt, he wore gala 
diusscs of gold and silver stnlf, with diamond button.s, Hhoe.s, 
and silk stockings. In ordinary life, tbougb lie. wore on 
his left hand two very heaiitil'ul diamond rings, and on the 
right a large, Silesian clirysoiiras, he despised splendour in 
dress. He constantly wore the uniform of the life-guard 
battalion, at first with rich silver luce, afterwards without, 
and his hat also without laeo, nr any other deeoration hula 
line while oslrieh feather. Ills coat was often patched, and 
looked very .sliahhy. lie always wore the star of the order 
of the Dlack lOaglo. To dressing-gown, slippers, imd oilier 
sueli-liko eoiivenieiic.es, lie was an niter stranger. Me was 
never particiiliirly allenlivo to eleniiline.ss, and negleeled it 
as well as Ids whole appearance when he grew old. Ihil 
tho simpler his own apparel, the richer was that td'liis do- 
meslies. In early life he kept six rmoiing 1‘ooimen, who 
preceded liim when lie drove enl. in llerlin, hut in more 
advaneed life lie frequently rode out alleniled hy a single 
groom. 

The jirineipal umuseineiit of Fraderiek'.s leisnrn liotirsal 
all periods of his life was his tilirary. The plan foi‘ his 
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reading in general, wlneh he adopted in h.a youth, and to 
which lie conslaiilly adlicrcd, was this. Ho divided all 
hook.s that ho cho.se to read into two classes,— those lor 
study, and those for amusement. The second c a.ss, by lar 
the more numerous of the two, comprcheiuled a 1 the works 
which ho wished to know something o , and which ho 
merely skimmed, or read once through. 1 he finst consisted 
of those which he meant to study, to road over again, or to 
eonsult as long as he lived; these he took up 
one after another, in the order in which he had riuigul them, 
unless upon occasions when ho only wanted verily, to 
ciuote, or to imitate some passage. He had live libraries 
absolutely alike, and comijoscd of the same books,-at 
Potsdam, at old Saiis-Souci, at Herliii, at Gharloltonlnn ij, 
and at Breslau. Wbcii lie removed from one o the.se resi- 
dences to uiiotlicr, be had only to note how lar he had got; 
in a hook, and on his arrival ho could proceed as hough 
he were on the same .spot. Hence he always ivti 

of overy book thtit ho wished to luvo. ^ 
libraries above ineiUioned^ wore afterwards addc^^cl another 
iu the new palaee of Sans-Souei, and a travelling library lor 
the review-time. The books lielongiiig to all those libraries 
were uniformly liound in red morocco with gilt leaves.-— 
:i!kich book liud ils particular place, and on the cover was a 
loUor denoting llio lihriiry to wliich it lielonged: Ihoso at 
Potsdam, whither the Ulieinsberg lil)rary was removeil m 
17-17 were marked with P,; lliose at old Sans-Souci, origi- 
nally culled Vigne, (Vineyard,) with V.j and those iu the 

new palace there with S. ^ 

The lirst class of books, forming bis chosen phalanx, were 
to be seen in tlio first rank; Homer, Xenophon, .1 lato, 
Demosthenes, Ilerodoln.s, 7Hscliines, Isocrates, 1 luicy dides, 
Polybius, Diodorus Siculus, and Plutarch; then camo 
Virgil, Horace, Cicero, Sallust, (kesiir, Livy, Tacitus, and 
the philosophic works of Sene,ca; and lastly, there vvm’o 
Corneille, Racine, MoliiVe, Jlossuol:, Massillon, uer, 
Saurin,lhnTelemachus, dLVguessiuui, MonU^S(pii(ni,MaUI)y, 
and Hayle, besides tlie most Important Prench histoncal 
woi'ks. To these were added the works ol Voltaire, us lliey 
were successively published. 



I.IVK AND TIMKS Olf 


2‘M 
< 

Till! lUKiiiMit HUlhorH in IhiH list, svorn only llio moHl, ks- 
iDcmcd Froiicli IraiiMlalioiiH. I''|■t!(lrl•it!k tuicw VDry litlki of 
Laiiii, mill not « word of (Srook, During Hn; aovoii ynivs’ 
war, wliilo lit! oc.onpiod Saxony, and waa in winl(;r-((iiarl(!Vfl 
al, Loip'/.ijf, lio vinilod .sono! of tln! niosl, tniiiiioiil, lilorati of 
llial, (lily, and anioiij!; (Ini rosi Proltissor lOnniali. Fniiltiriok’s 
(lonvci'.saliou willi liiin (iirmid only npnn Oitinro and llm 
iiiniicnL lanjftiago.s. VVluin laltin^ Ilia loavo, ho tixolainnid 
in roliriiij!;: 

<[111 jmluit n'niui roi^iioiunMo <iun»uii! 

‘<(;}t»n(l (Sod,’^ nird llu^ vidnnin Nrlioliir, *<lnul I Inil, kiiinvii 
Liml, 1 h 5 talk Latin, 1 shield liavn Idit. inuiih inurn al 
niy (Misn,** 

Tlin Fnnu’.h iranalidintiH cd'lhn rla.^sic anllinrH win’naUhat 
limn in ^irnnnd Ion dnlnntivn. In aatiHly a man of and 
Iho king waaorum nnlnflmiuour with llmin, 'riuMiaiilt I.(? 11 h 
UH, that- In* tlruw up a lial. of aurh an In^ ninHl, wiMlnid to hvv, 
bnUnr cxnc.ulnd, and ordmal Dnkknr, llin iHiidiMtdlnr, lo 
nonanlt anviiral of l.hn k'ninidi mnnihna td' llm Anatinmy ii 8 
Lo Lhn prohiddn (ixiumst!, It wa.s aidnnlulnd (Imt. llin wlioln 
might amount ii) almnt alxty dinalnriioo vtdninrs, and cost 
rn)m sixty to anvnnty thouHaml livrnH, inuhitliiig tlm lidatiii' 
of tniuslati{)ti, wliinh wun nainniatnd al ahoni Iniir that siiin, 
Thisnsiimaio waaHnnt loiho king, who dnsirotl llmt indhing 
Hhould Im <lono till lurtlmr onloraj and Imrn llm niailor 
di'opptul for ovm\ 

Noxt to lh(i library, tlui kin|';d(a*ivo{l gn^al plnamirn from 
the mmlpturn-gullory at Sans-Snuni, and was fond of nmi- 
vorsing witli tho two inH|H!alnrs tin llm hcantica of art. In 
Iho gallery) oa wnll as in Ids wulka, ihrnn nr four ilaliim 
grnyhoumis worn Ida iuvarialdn (Minij)anions. M'hn lung's 
aUachnmni to di)gn, whiah was (nun)!' his narlinst pasHioiis, 
coiitiuuod unahaUal (ill iin^ nnd of hislilh. Ho had idwaya 
one ospocial favonritn, whia.h lay on a rliair h(\si<i<^ its inaS'- 
tor, and nvun sh^pt in his h(!d; llin otlans worn aunt out of 
tlm ruoin in tlm (wuning, ami not admiitod again till morn- 
ing, after tho king had ris(m, 1 1 is apartmi!ntH wtu n strnwod 
with leathern halls, with wldeh these dogs nmnsed tliem- 
selvos; and being all niueh indulged they would lie on iho 
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most costly sofas aiul cliauNS, tear the (lamask covers, and 
enaw and injure the furniture. 1 his he permitted without 
rebuke, merely observing: “ My dogs destroy my chairsj 
but liow can I liolp it! If I were to have them mended to- 
day, they would be as bad again to-morrow; so, I suppose, 

I must even put up with the inconvenience. Alter all, a 
marquise do Pompadour would cost >n« » 
and would not ho either so fond or so laith ul. 

One of tho lacqueys had the oflicc ol feeding and attend- 
ing to these four-footed favourites, who were taken on 
regularly on fine days for a run in tho garden anti m bad 
wcathoi- in a spacious hall. At tho carnival tliey %yere con- 
veyed to Berlin in a coach and six, tlieir nticndant turning 
his back to the horses, wliile the other seat was reserved lor 
the dogs. We have seen tliat, during the second Silesian 
war, Frederick was aceomiianied by one of Ins dogs, namet 
Bioho, who was a particular favourite for 
and sagacity, and that at tho battle ol Sorr, slm le mto tlu- 
hamls of tho Au.strians, together with the whole ol the kings 
baggage. On another occasion during that war, tho lung liad 
advanced unattended except by Bichc to reconnoitre Ihc 
position of tho onemy, wlien bo perceived a parly ol Aus- 
trian Paudours approaching. Ho had hut just timo to hide 
himself benoalli a bridge over wliicli lliey would liavc to 
pass. Ho was afraid le.st Bielie might hark at the tramp ol 
the ln)r8e.H’ feet over head and llms lietwiy him; Init the dog, 
though generally noisy, eontinned perlectly quiet in the 
arms of the king, till the Pamlonrs had passed ami wore at 
a disUincc. Frederick quitted his hiding-place and presently 
met (iencral Uothouhurg. Balling Miehe, who eaine eapei- 
ing and leaping up at him, lie said to Ihe general, ‘T mus 
present to you one of the mo.st lailhiul of my Iriends; I mt aii 
Biche.” Alcmone, another esiieeial favourite, died athans- 
Souei while ho was in Silesia. When tho lidings yoaeheil 
liim, ho ordered her body to he put into a eolhn and placed 
in his library. On liis return, he gazed Umg in .silenl sorrow 
upon tho almost putrid romaius of liis favourite, ami then 
ordered her to he Imried. It was respecting these two dogs 
tliat the king once vvrolo to Fredersdorl ns lollows: " 1 ooi* 
Bichc cmild not possilily recover, liecauso she had ten doctors 
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iiltoiitlu;r; MnncKlmll ikiI, (iikcniiy (|)ii,n; l.m .,|dtni>i,.,l n/ii 
""t « <lonl.«r (.Clhon. all .shall 
Oii.!(lay,xvh(!n lio hail malrriMl a ilish 

l«> iHi KIV0.1 l,(. his (logs, Diane, a ymiiig I !') 

«l (.10111, Icaiiod ii[ion Iho kiM/!;’.s \vi i(iii|i. lahle, a’lnl |„'i,i ol® 
I'lril ilowii whilo she ale i( upon a leu!-,', eonohe. i , ., 1 ' 
Knnnmis (.onus, u'hieh (he king had in.sl, written i , 1 , !^ 
.i..,n,.sellor JInhner, at, Stettin, l-hed • ek la, 

(ho greasy loiter. « Thin, ren.indest t' le '' s i:' 
I tano, “that 1 must add a slim of fat tit my lean words >' 
A(,(;ordnigly, hoonod.sed with it one Imndred rrederirs.,]’,;.. 
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Vidhlir,,? ,tS C'-ly eonmiyed for 

ittvilalions ((. 1 li" i "lVrhv'’‘’'MM'''^ "t"'"^' 

Vo tail'd .lei.t;iw„t Keilni. J hose, however, 

in,u',,ni 0 , 'lAn r to the 

«i-lcmhd Imaiil I ; i;''’:’'’!"" «'>"■ 

<!i)iiver,salioii. Thomrli ‘I* Iml'ilH, and 

’ ^‘^’^'''nx.ontimaul liorHlavitlill hcrdualh in I 7 'iy. 
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Personal acqiiainlancc, during his two visits to Berlin in 
1740 and 1743, liad indeed ojjcncd tho eyes of the king to 
his real character; and literary srinahhles, liatcful intrigues* 
and unguarded .sarcasms against several of Frederick’s 
friends had caused him to express this severe opinion in a 
letter addressed to Algarotti in September 174t), the precise 
occasion of which I am unable to specify: “Voltaire lias 
played a trick that is unworthy of him. He deserves to be 
branded on Parnassus. It is a pity that so baso a soul .should 
be combined with .so admirable a genius. I shall, however 
take no notice; for 1 have need of him for. thd study of the 
I' roncli langii.-igo. I wish to learn his French— what need 
I care about his morals!” 

Just about this time the virulence of a party in Paris, cn- 
^uraged by the marqui.se do Pompadour, mi.stre.sH of Loui.s 
XV., to raise the fame of Crebillou as a dram.atistat tliccx- 
ponso of Voltaire, caused the latter to desire a change of 
scene. He therefore intimated to the Prussian monarch, 
irom whom he had in vain .solicited some honorary di.s- 
tinction, that he was willing to come to Berlin on certain 
com ition.s. Frederick replied: “You arc like the white 
elephant, on account of which tho Great Mogul and the 
sliah ol 1 ersia go lo war, and the posse.ssion of which gives 

"hI” enough to gain it a new 

title. If you eoine hither, you .shall stand at the head of 
mine, ‘hroderick by the grace of God king of J:>ru.ssia, elec- 
tor ol Ilraiuleiiburg, po.sse.ssor of Voltaire,’ &c.” He pro- 
mised him at the same time 2()00 dollars for travelling e.x- 
licnses. It is doubtful, however, whether this flattery atid 
these o(rer.s would have indiicod Voltaire to leave the de- ^ 
lights of Paris, had not a cireumstaiice oceurred to pique, liis 
inordinate vanity. i i ■ ■ 

Baculnrd d’Ai-nand, a young man of some poelie talent 
ivhom Voltaire had patronised and recommended (o the 
notice of tho king of Prussia, addressed to his ma[csty some 


I sliglit iiaoUiku in iliin nlliiNion s tli« (Hory in ,0- 

luted (il tho ItnigH (il binin iind I’cgii, tlic IiiUnr ol' wtioin ourrii'd olf flin 
rnro ummul by btreo of iirttiii and iiSHUinod llio litloof " J.ord oftlio VVliiic 
lldoiiliiuit, ivhm 1 IH rolniiiod lo IIiIh iluy by ibe nionuroli orjlunnn, wlwuc 
doniinionB mchulo wliiil wuii (brmurly llie Idngdom of I'cgu, 
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CDmplimonUiry voi’mjs, wIim* 1 i [•'ro(i(‘rirk iuiHwon^tl alno in 
vom^, \\\ H Unn) oi' liip;lily rxiig^nrah^d jiraisn, 'I'ln*? rqily 
ouiiluiiHul an iiiviUilion U) Hurlin, in i'iin?aH|nru<’n uT whuih 
tPArniunl winil thilln^r in April 17 / 10 ^ anti rnin'lniicai wiili 
an allusiuii to Vnllairn in tlin liillnwinu; liinrn; 

niuiti r(ra 

l'kt*ininl v<»ni* v<»l iiin»|ii’aitx rit*ux, 
mdhvi*/ Vnliuirt'i 

Ml, \nv}i <h> Viri'lli' rl iriliniirii*, 

Juiiivdo V4IM nMrr^n liinuinix, 

1)i\j)\ MApolliMi ill? |(t Kiuiiri* 

A nu ilnuHlinu'is 
Vi*iH’7. biillor i\ v<iir(’ nmr; 

Mh»vt*/. \’«ai(i ti’il In ilto 
Aiiini it'iiM hruM |iau 

Pnniiri UMO |ttiin Aiiniro I 

Thom vnm?N wnro lorwardial In 'i’hiriul, itn^ Kinji;'.H liu*- 
vary aovins|MHKhMil, in Ikiris, luni Uy him atniwn In Vnlinirc, 
who wan in Im’iI wln?nlnM*rinl (hmu, Lhiuntm dturjliiuiud!^^ 
hncrioit in a Inry, ilnrtinii; nnt ii(‘ lintlnWilli nulhinf!; hiit lu« 
Hhirlom “ roltnirv a st^n tow hmt! liOl Krnilnrirk iniml 
(ijovoniinj^ ami iml, pnas (ipinimia m mrJ I will 
that I wilh'-smtl (oaah lliia kiuf.?; tjHf) Jr ur ntr rom 7 i^ jm 
en(W(t/^^ Not Imifj; allm' ilha mamo, lin mUnully >sni out on 
Uia journoy fur ,l*rn«siii, ami urrivuil at PulHilani on Uio lOlli 
ol\fuly 17 V> 0 . 

Ilisrucupiiun wuh ua liivnuraliliniH hn rmihl ilu.niruj ami ho 
ruvniahuM hiniHolf iliu fnlluwin|i; pirlurn uf hin ailnaliun ut 
PolHctam: “'Po hr> Imljjroil in ihu afnirtnifuia whirh had 
hooa ooonpiod hy lliu nitir>shiil ih* Saxo, In hiivu at rny din- 
poaal Urn kinf!;\a omdia whon I oIiohu In dinn in niy own 
room, and his ouuolunun and Ium mom whun I vvihhrd In di ivo 
oiii, wori^ ihu kfasi nf ihu favourH runfunud npun I’ho 
kinf!;^H mippora worn thdii^jhlfuL IhirhapM I may Ih^ inia* 
talcon, hnl to mn ii amnna lhat u p,ruai di*al nf otnvunmaa was 
dia|»layod at thunn 'riiu kiuj^; himaulf puHNoamal nmoh lalenl 
for oonvursaiiun, and oan.sod iUlima to havu it; and Ihu moat 
uxtniordinary thin^ was itmi I havu nuvur known »n|)pora, 
at whioh Hiioh fiumhnn pruvaih'd, I workud two Imuran 
day with tim kiiif^ and ooiTUoted hia ooiupowitioim^ nuvcr 
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failing to praise what was good and to alter what was bad 
in them . . . . I had no court, no visits to pay to 

any one, no duties to fulfil : my life was entirely freehand I 
cannot conceive any thing more agreeable than this sort of 
existence, 

Condorcet tells us that Voltaire was on an eclually agree- 
able footing with the other branches of the royal family, 
that he wrote verses for the princesses, performed in trage- 
dies with them and their brothers, gave them lessons in 
declamation, and thus taught them to appreciate more highly 
the beauties of French poetry, 

Voltaire would have the world believe that the king, 
though he employed him to correct his jjqetry, really con- 
sidered it as far superior to Voltaire^s. This is a self-evi- 
dent absurdity^ for the king would not in that case have 
submitted with patience to his numerous alterations and 
the unsparing remarks with which they were frequently 
accompanied. In the library of Sans-Souci there is still a 
copy of the king’s miscellaneous poems in three quarto 
volumes, the second and third of which have the margin 
covered with Voltaire’s manuscript corrections. One of 
these may convey an idea of the rest. In one of the Epi- 
tres famillers the word plals occurs several times in the 
coarse of a few lines. Voltaire has underlined it, and 
written in the margin — “Plats — plats — plats— -voilil assez 
de plats pour im bon souper I” Warm praise of tlie royal 
author occasionally compensates for the freedom of such re- 
marks. To one of Frederick’s letters in the same hook, 
are subjoined these words in Voltaire’s handwriting: “ Que 
d ’esprit, de grSces, d’imnginatioii I Qu’il cst doux dc vivro 
aux pieds d’un tel homme!” 

Frederick was desirous to secure the celebrated poet for 
his guest during the remainder of his life, and Voltaire, with 
that selfishness which was so prominent a feature in his 
character, was equally desirous to drive as hard a bargain 
as he could with his royal patron. He evaded giving any 
decided answer to his solicitations. After some time he 
handed to the king a letter written, probably at his own 
suggestion, or perhaps dictation, by his niece, Madame 
Denis in Paris, strongly urging him not to enter into the 

VOL, IL — 20 
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service of llio king of I’rnsaiii. To tlio nrgiinunits there 
employed Iho king reliinieii tlii.s toi.swei’!-— “ I luive, read 
Uu! loiter wliieli your niece Inis wriUen lo you fnnn I’arifi. 
Tlu) iidiiclion fllui litiH for yon enHiircM lo her my e.sleeni. If 
I were Mmliiino Denis J shoiilil (iiink cm shl; doeti; imt 
hoing wind, 1 tun, I niiiNl, hold a dillereni opinion. 1 Hlmuld 
lio e,xtrenioly sorry to lie llio Cinise of nii.Heiy even to nil 
ononiy: jinlgo then if 1 could consent to he'ihe ennse of 
injury to one whom I esleein, whom 1 love, who sncriliooa 
1.0 me his connlry and tdl llmt hnnniii nalme holds most 
dear. No, my dear Volliiire, if I could foic.-ico Dial your 
clinngo of connlry would turn over so little to ymir disiul* 
yiinlage, I slionid ho the first per.son lo <ti.ssnado you from 
It. Yes, I .Hhotild prefer yonr happine.ss oven to the e.'dronic 

pleiisnro which I derive from yonr society" I 

rcspoct yon us niy ina.ster in eloipience and knowlcdgci I 
lovo yon us a virliioitH friend. What slavery, ivhat .dmago 
what ineonslancy of fortnne, are to he feareil hy yon in n 
country where yon are esteemed as nnieh as in yoor own 
and whore yon live with a grateful frieml ! I haVe not the 
loohsh piustimplion lo htdieve that Berlin iseipial to Baris, 

I admit Unit of all plaees in Die. world I’ai i.s i.s lluil whore 
good itiHlo is most generally dilllused. Ihu do yon not carry 
llna good taste with you wherever yon go? W’c have 
poweis snflioiutil to applaud yon, and in alliietioii for you, 
wo will not yield to any place. 1 respected Die (Viendshiii 
which muled yon to Mmlamo dn Chfiielet, hnl after her I 
mil one of yonr oldest friends. VVliiit! heraitse yon lake 
up your ahodo In my hou.He,slniH that house ho enih'd your 
pfiHoii? Jleciinae 1 inn yonr friend, must 1, tlierefoie, he 
yonr tyrniit? his reasoning, I musl confe.ss, I do not uii- 
(icrstiind. Oil Hill eontrary, I am firmly eonvineed that yon 
may he very liiinpy hero ii.s long as I livo; that yon will 
always ho cmiHidered Dio fatlicrof iileiatnre and good taste, 
and Ihiilyon will ever derive from me all the comforts which 

(}l!od’iiigE’’»' 

« l’lii.H,” ohsorves Voliairo, “wtis a letter sneli ms few 

nni|(iHties write. He .smt it lo lii.s niece, to 

whom ho wrote at (ho saino lime: “ Brimerve carofully. 
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my clear, this precious record Few families will ever have 
so singular a docuincnt in their archives.*’ This letter was, 
to use Voltaire’s own expression, ‘Hhc last glass which in- 
toxicated him.” Frederick undertook to obtain the per- 
mission of the king of France for Voltaire to settle for good 
at Potsdam, whicli was immediately granted, and he gave 
liis friend the cross of Merit, a chamberlain’s key, a salary 
of 20,000 livres per annum, and settled an annuity for life 
of 4000 on his niece Madame Denis. 

It was in the early part of Voltaire’s residence at the 
PrUvSsiah court, while all were fascinated liy his genius, that 
tliere chanced to be at Potsdam an Englishman who excited 
astonishment by his memory, winch was so extraordinary 
that he conld remember and repeat word for word any 
piece, though of considerable length, which was read or 
i’ecitcd hefore him. The king sent for this man, |)ut him 
to the t(3st, and was amazed at his talent. Immediately af- 
terwards, Voltaire sent word to Frederick tliat lie wislied 
to have the lionour to read to him one of his new poems. 
The king assented, but determined to have some fun with 
him. lie directed the Englishman to ])laco himself behind 
a screen, and to pay particular attention to what Voltaire 
was going to read. Voltaire came and road his ))oem with 
the utmost pathos, hut it seemed to make no impression 
whatever on the king. When he had finished, the author 
asked his opinion of it. Frederick rejilicd lie liad lately 
remarked that Voltaire had Ihr some time jiast been steal- 
ing the works of others and giving them out for his own ; 
and that he was not host ])leased with this conduct, which 
he had not exijocted of him. Voltaii'c was lluuKlersiruck 
at this reproof: lie declared by all that was sacred that it 
was undeserved. <‘Nay,” said the king, will convict 
you at once: the verses whicli you have just road arc by an 
Englishman,” Voltaire vindicated liimself with still greater 
veliemunce, and swore that I he eomposilion wliich ho had 
road was his own. «Come forward then,” .said the king, 
turning towards the screen, <<aiul recite tlio verses which 
M. do VoUaire ])rotends to have made.” M'lic Englishman 
gravely stepped forward, and re])eateil Voltaire’s poem 
without the slightcsl; mistake. Now,” said the king to 
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Vnllniro, '^nrn I wnjn(!;?^— “0 Ui^avoti!^^ (jxi^luintdd llio 
poDl, <Omsl thou no lighlriiijj^H loTj In hluai ihovih 
hull who would roll nui of my vm srH ! 'This \u\\M. hvi llio 
eflccl of mUf!;lo, whirli drivrn nm {o doMpiiii !’* Kmhinck 
hui|!;h()(l Imurtily at llu^ rrwmdoil ihr 

lor Urn ploamim whirli Im liad iiniinhnl him. 

At this Umo Volliiim ihtHrrilM'H hinoadi' mi *‘{il(urlmd by 
Um most mH[j(-otl’ul londmiioMs uml llm most nm rnrt rtm- 
(ormily in IuhId to tlm kini*; ol' Ihossia/’ mid lind, nmtiarch 
UB hoinp; <*not loss n|!;ii‘oiihlo in sorioly tlmii Imilhlo at 
iho hinid or an anny;'’ addiofj; that his ‘M‘oitlmalasm lor Iho 
kiiip; of Ihnssia was oNrosaivo.-* Ho Uioii llm rollow- 
in^ hriorilcan'ijitiun of his way oflilo at Holadaiii. o My 
iipartimmls worn inidor tlm kioj^’s, and 1 novor loll my 
room oxi'opt for suppov* d'lio kioji; ('oin|m.'io<l aho\a? 
worka of philosophy, hisioryjimd poolry; and his lavourilo 
holow Hlair«» imilivalod tlio aamo arts and thn aaiuo lidonlH. 
'I'hoy aonunnnlaaloil Ihoir rospiudivo works lo ono another, 
'rint Prussian monaroh was writiojj; at tliis liim* his History 
of Prandonhnrg, and Iho I'hoindi anllmr Ids Aj^o of laiuis 
XI V,, haviuji; hron^hl with him all his nialorials, His days 
thn.s piissod happily in a reposo onlivoimd only liy a^^roua- 
hlo (MauipalioiiH.’’ 

'I'his roposo, howovor, was nnl of loiifi; dondion, 'riiiiV 
imnll, who strivoH hard lo dofond Ids aountrynian VoltiiirOj 
is, novorlhoUms, ohlip;od lo admit faals wldoli would alone 
HulVir.o to dislurh tlio fi;ood undorslumliniL!; hotwoon him ami 
Uui kluf^, In nimarkiiifi; on tlm tialnnd joaloosy of two 
sucli mijmrior minds, and iniimaiitif'' that prohahly at llioir 
first mooting Frodorialps frioiidsldp was only alh ohid, hn 
givos ns to midorslaiid that Iho king was stingy towards 
Voltaire. If it ho unworthy of a monurrli to givo> a foreign 
writer, merely for tlm sako of Ids intelleetoal ativaiitages, 
without requiring any esseidial serviee, not more than ftvo 
thousand dollars per annum, apariinenlH in tlm palaee, a Ui- 
hie, equipage, servants, free of i^xpeiise, why then indeed 
Krederiek may he liahln In snidi a eliaige. Ihil let os hear 
how Voltaire eontrived to make himself amends for the 
want of royal lilmrality. For tlm sake of impartiality wo 
sliidl adojit ThiiMiiudl^aown words. 
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‘I'he first causes of discontent arose from the parsimoni- 
ous disposition of both. On this point Voltaire had laid 
down apian, of which it would he diaicultto luid any othev 
cx'imnlc Possessing a Imndsomc patrimonial piopoity, 
which in the .sctiuel was increased by a legacy, ho stroye 
incessantly to augment it, and his cflorts were so successful, 
ns to 'raise his income from 20,000 francs to 100,000; and 
then, at a considerably advanced age, he first hcgiui to live 
in iiish style. When ho came to Berlin, he had not yet 
•lirivc at^ this goal, and still adhered to his economical 
'avstom In his agreement with Fredoriclc--tlic assumption 

0 S'J i» ..o .looM <"» out of Hut thou.'"'’; 

Dromlsed him Uio chanibcrlaiiPw key und tlie order of Mu it, 
and moreover, wlial was not the least powerfn persuasive 
with the gontilhommo de la ehamhrc du roi, the 
a niinistcr^of state, that is to say about 5000 doUans, besides 
U in ^ palace, free table, wood, Bvo wax-cunc es 

Soil itlHy Litoo o'? Tluibault'o wo* 

remarks in a note: “Old count Nesselrode .says that the 
king gave directions that the table of the poet 
daily supplied with a siiilahlc dinner fov six pprsous, but 
that Vollairn was so unroasonahle as to ask eight oi to , 
Now tliQUgh tlinrc was always suflicient to cat, yet, as the 
officcns of^lie kitchen were not miprized ol tiie 
stance, there was sometimes a deficiency ol minor arfi^'-s* 

tairc laiiiichcil out into sarcasms on the stinginess ot i c 
king, and these, ns it may ho oasily conceived, wcie. soon 

tairo was supplied witli sugar, 

inferior tiualitvs and as he imagined tUall'icduick was not 
so ill served as not to know this, — nay that it was perhaps 
done by his ordors-o-ho took tlie lirst opportunity that oc 
rurred of oomplainiiig. ‘ I astonished at Una abomina- 
tile conducl,’ replied tho king. ‘ W'lat! a man >>“> 2 
and for whom 1 entertain so much fnond8hip,lo be 
thus! Indeed, it is scandalous, but you ihonco sec wUat 

20 “* 



r.lKK AND TfMKfl iW 


nuiii two— ihoy m\ rtll olunilH. I IlDit^k you» lunvevor, for 
lollinj^ itio of thin mattor, and will luko oaro tlial it aliall not 
oftour Bill no aH<?ralion took ;m<\ Voliuiro 

ooniplainnd moro billi'rly tlniii lioforo. MndoiMl it is too 
Imd/ oxolidinod llio klnp:,‘M() ohoy inn so ill ! anti afini' Iho 
onlora that yon know 1 |i;avo! Ikil wluil am I Id do? 1 
cnnnol: poaaibly hanp; Ihvm) pnoplo on anaomil ol a Ininp of 
mipar or a Imndful of toa, I am only aorry that M. do Voh 
liiiro indrawn down iiy Hindi lia^atolloH from tin* lolly .sphnro 
of liin idntiH. hoi uh not wanio tho iiino that vn^ mij';iit do- 
volo to (ho MiiHOH and to (ViondHhip on Modi trifli’H. Ooino, 
iny friond^yon nood not; earn ahonl mndi potty arliolon Itiai 
only oinrso yon vocation: 1 will |j;ivo ordora lu alop 

turn HurpriaiMl Vollairo not a li(lh\ rAliaT aaid 
ho to liiiuHidf; Mim*o tluin ono nniHl holp oindn noil' an ono 
can, If thul. ia Iho cuho, Urn dn]in is llm only Hhnploton.’ 
He now hogun to Holl liin monthly allownncn of wax-cini- 
dloH, and, in order not lo la* without lip^hl, to go Hovinal 
liniOH evmy ovoning upon varioiiH pn loxlH to Ida room, 
Inking with him oanh tiim^ one of llio candh'H which worn 
loft burning in ihi^ king'a iniliThamhcr, and lo which ho 
might have aaid: ‘ Ytm arc, my coil’cu and my Hiigar,* 

<^Tho naiilor may Judge wlial an imprcHsimi ihla condiiot 
muHl have rnndo upon the king, and how nnndi il niuat have 
Oiulungorcd llio good imderHlandiug hetweiin them, lletici*- 
forward they actually waUdicd ciudi olhm* viuy closely , and 
both kept, an it were, on their guard, 'rheir IViendl^y in- 
IcrcourHo, neverthelcmi, eonlimicd, and (*xce|Uiug the fonv- 
noona, which the king invariahly deviitml to tlie pulilic 
liUHineHS, and Home occaaional entmlaininenlH, they wore 
Hcarccdy ever apart, 'rimy anpped togellier (wm’y evening, 
and ilioso who were fortunaln enough to he premml had 
ahuiulant opporlnnity to admire, the geniim and (In*, ini^x- 
haUHtihIo wit of llieHO two extraordinary mmu” 

Thin whole flection of 'riniMmnll-fl work, written in flnch 
a tone that ono miglil Huppose llie unllior to have been iiic- 
sent, though it wan not till twelve years after Vidlaire left 
Hm’lin thalho arrived there, cannot he ri‘ganlml in any other 
liglil tliiin as a lame apology for the meainress of his cidc-' 
hruted c'oimtryman. Tliifl ilisposiliun he mauircflled still 
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more conspicuously towards the conclusion of the year 
1750, in his notorious law-suit with a Jew named Iliiscli, 
whom ho employed in the illegal purchase of bills of the 
Saxon Stoner on his account, and who charged the poet with 
an attempt to cheat him in a hargain about some diamonds. 
The Steucr was a bank established at Dresden, on vvliich 
the king of Poland had circulated so many hills tliat it was 
unable to pay them, and they were sold at hall Ihcir value. 
In tlao treaty of Dresden it had jjeen stipulated that Prussian 
subjects holding these bills slmuld be rcimlnirscd without 
loss, 'rhe Prussians, taking advantage of this circumstance 
and of the conditions of the treaty, purchased those bills at 
a low rale from other Germans and from the Du toil , and got 
them paid without any deductiou. During the jobbing in 
this paper, VoUairu employed Hirsch to buy bills for lum 
to the amount of 10,000 crowns, as a security for which ho 
placed in Yoltuirc^s hands diamond, s belonging to Chazot, 
wliose name I have had occasion to mention among. Frede- 
rick ’a particular fricntls, and which that oHicer had received 
from the duchess of Mecklenburg, whoso favour ho had for 
some lim (3 enjoy (id. In the course of these transactions, 
Voltaire (Conceived suspicions of the character of his agent, 
and Lho course whicli he juirsued to save himself from being 
swindled, as he npju’eiiendeil, gave publicity to lho allhir 
wliicih had been negotiated with lho utmost socrccy. The 
r(jsult was a process between him and Ilirscli, which was 
made the subject of a farce called <^TantaUis at Law, ^ er- 
roneously attributed to tlie pen of FiHiderick himsell, but 
the real author of which was probaldy M, PoUier, court- 
poet to the margrave Charh?s. ^ 

Hirscli prcfeiUHid his complaint to the king, wlio, full of 
disjd ensure at Vol la ire’s conduct in Ibis aflair, referred lho 
matter to the high chaiuiellor Ooec(iji, with express orders 
to let strict justice he done to both |)arties, The trial lasted 
several months, and the upshot was tliat the Jew lost his 
cause, and was soon afUirwards Imprisoiuid in ilm citadel of 
Magdeburg, for forging bills of oxclinngc and other acts of 
rogntny. 

I'his allliir allbrdiRl tlio literary men of FredericlPs court, 
who were jealous of Voltaire’s superior talents and of his 
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influonro with Ihn Idnp;* rs]K‘rl{illy lii.H own mniihymnn^ a 
luitnllo ior inHisl.iiij^ Uiul, ho li;u] uttoinj^tod to f^witnllo llimh 
out: nl'lus fliiituoiicls; uiul Vo]t;iin? in roinrn (MroulaUul .salirott 
U|j[rtinst llu’in. With D’Avjyoia ho had c|uiu‘n:llod (»n ii 
foniiiH’ visit Ui liorliji, laaauiso lir had (aluui tindor liLs pm-. 
toclion tin; uurorltnmht ptad. . 1 . liaplisu^ Uoussi'an, as a niaa 
oritilonl. lOilhor IVotn haijiat to Koussrau, io* (Voni innrdiN 
uato vaiiil.y, Voltairo n'|i>;anh'd lids as a pn-.-uuial allVont, 
.Ku rcvoiij^od it hy a Htii4i;Mi|i; opl|>nim, in whiali iio calbl 
d’Ai’iiiiaia, on arcoiint id* his ladlrivs Jiiivt's, lln^ wanih^rinj^ 
Jnw; and had Ihn nndita; to liatid il to tlu^ 
nian|uis as a proof id’ I ho pd‘*ditiMh’ id* liis |H’oIo^^;o, At llrst 
(PAi'fijiins was furious at tho snpjntsnl piufuly id' Kimsstaai^ 
lad., with tin? fiMnkno.HH which dislinf[;idshi‘il liis oharactor, 
lui ap|dioil to lloussisiu Idinsidf, aud Siam iirvivoil at I ho cor*, 
tainty of Vftllainds nudii>;naut ianiduct. Of <l' Ai’|^i*ns 
ouuld ind Is) fiu IVicndly tioans with (ho latitu*; ainl llMiiii^h 
ho was ti)o p;<uo*rons to iiijun^ him with iIm^ Idu^i;, stilt it is 
wall kuiuvn that Kroilorick was actpiainloil with this iliH- 
gracidui trail, 

Thn sarcasms itf Knahnick, wloi was fiuiil id* rallying 
Voltain! on this failiujj; in iirdijr to irritate idm, soiui pm- 
tlucoil an op<m nipturo* hotwism liiiu anil niiidlnu* id' tlio 
kin|.{*a cconpaniims, Itaoulard il' Aruaud^ U> wlmin as wo have 
scon hit Ihusi a grmlgo liitlunt his ihipiu ttn’o IVom Paris, 'fo 
vox Vidliiiro ami to wimml his i»riihT, Fntdi'riok inn^ oviuiing 
praisod mnno vv.vmn id' tPArnamPs far hoyoml (liiur ihisorlfl, 
*< You iniisl tulmil,^* said ho ti> Vidlairo, that (PArnaiitl 
roally possoss(‘s (;xlnmnlinary poidio mlont; (h<u’o am a fnw 
vnrsos of his which ani WiJilli a wlndo pnmn.^- 'rids was 
sudioioiit til imtonso Vidtaim iuid to oxoito Ids hitlomst 
(Munity against ilWriiaiiil; anil IlMmcuforward ho loft no 
stotHJ unturmsl to oxjlol idrn frum tlm lung's Siudnty, Uiw 
cH’orls proved mi snccossfnl that iPArnuml aidtially ([iiillod 
Horlin on Ids acia>unl,uni| roliroil to Drosilon, wlnn'o hii was 
appointod comisollor iif logalinn, U is mlalial iif iPAniaml 
that;, ono day at FrodorhdPs luldo, whim most of Ids guoHta 
woro vying with oaoh ollnn' in oxhihiling proofs of ihoir 
utlmism, Iho king ilosimil to hoar dArjiamPs 0|iinioi),— 
Im roplioil, I holiovo in u .Doing who is above all 
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icings, D^ArnaiicI returned to his native country, survived 
the Revolution, was imprisoned during the reign of terror, 
and died in 1S05, 

To none of his literary associates was Voltaire more 
inimical than to Maupertuis, president of the Academy of 
Berlin, with whom he had formerly been on the most 
friendly terms, and whom he had publicly flattered, com- 
paring his scientific attainments with tliose of Archimedes, 
his courage as a traveller with that of Columbus, and 
his masterly narrative of his adventures with the works, 
of a Michael Angelo and Albani. Voltaire’s jealous desire 
of fame dissolved this tie also, when they came to be to- 
gether at Potsdam. If we may believe Thi^baiilt, the cause 
of this enmity was very trivial. Both of them,^^ he says, 
were returning, between one and two o’clock one morning, 
from Sans-Souci to Potsdam in one of the king’s carriages, 
wlien Maupertuis exclaimed, in a tone of triumph: ‘ It must 
be confe.ssed that tliis has been a delightful evening!’ — ^1 
never passed a more tedious one,’ replied Voltaire. To 
enable the reader to comprehend the full force of these ex- 
pressions, it should be remarked that Voltaire in general 
displayed in conversation such a superiority of wit and 
talent as to reduce to silence every one else excepting Fre- 
derick, who alone was able to cope with him: but this ex- 
traordinary man sometimes had, whether from bodily or 
other causes, moments in which he ^yas mute, cold and 
apparently paralyzed. Maupertuis, on the contrary, less 
brilliant than Voltaire, was every day alike, and could occa- 
sionally shine when the latter omitted to put forth his 
powers. On the evening in question, Voltaire had had one 
of his dull fits, and Maupertuis had shone. Certain it is. 
that from this time they kept no terms with one anotlier; 
and the king, who sometimes delighted in raising petty 
squabbles, did, on this occasion, all that lay in his power to. 
jirovent a complete and open rupture, and to reconcile tlie 
belligerent parties,” 

Maupertuis had, partly from vanity as an author, partly 
by some eccentric ideas which ho had published in his 
works, put into the hand of the witty Voltaire a weapon., 
with which the latter soon attacked him without mercy. — 
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MmijWldiH li;i(l insi'i'liid in lint Mdinnirs nl' llin Aniidninv (tf 
Ikn-lin it (inHiiiidiiKinil (..s'lny ndjiiit-,. Hit- liuvH iil' mnliim 
and rcsl, ii|i<>ii ilm iM(>(«|iliyMiriil |ii'iiii.i|dt! id' U,,, HtnidlKal 
pinviu'; lull, 1(1 hiM m-vcrn vi>xiiliiiii, iind'cMKir Kiini'u of 
1 ' nimikcr in IIiiIIium), (l(■^'llln!d ||,:d lliis idfn, mi Ch' n^i 
l)(!iii|i; iiinv, lmli>nj!;(!d In l.ciliiiilz. Siicli wn.s li,,. nMniiJin> 
tinii of i.|)(! |l|•(•sid(■ll|. Him III- |l|■(lnl|■(•d ih,. rxidii.-dim nl’ his 
iidvitf.Hiii'y, wild wiia mi liKiiiiriii'y tiMniilicr (d' llii> Aciidiniiv 
li'Oin Hull, lindy. K(iiii(i;\Viis iikii'imivci' ii I'rii.iid of \'olliiii'(i’s 
niul (if Hio hdii iiiiin|iii,'m dll Chiiioli'i’tij |||« in iliildii imci 
liinlcii|) Hill lien in Ida ImiIiiiH; mid wniit- in i '/.j-j H„, 
of 1111 Acadoiiiidiiiii, wliic.li wiiMmiawcn'd id Fii'driii'k’M insti. 
H'.'itioii ill II l(iiUiii' Iroiii nil Acnilniiiiidmi in lli'i lin to a Ihii'is 
Ai'iidi'iiiiidmi. 


I hin hIiiii'ii imniiiiniii’ciiii'til. led In ii vci'y (liiii|v,.,oiia non. 
liisl:. Ill lii.a “ l'liilo.H(i|ild(Ml ImliciM,” i\lii’ii|ii'i'iiii.'i liad fur. 
iiiHlind iiliiiiidmit. .Miilijiii'i, for ridicnlo. I In Imd in niioscil 
ainoni;: oHu-i' (liiii)!;H in Imild n l.nlin citv; In dij- a Imhi lo 
the (idnirn nl llni carlli, in nrdiT In asci.rtaii, (I,,, I'oiiiiin.'iiliiin 
oi ilH inliiniir; In i,, llic mrail of iMa^v'll'in mid In di.s.siiiil 
tins lirmii.s id riila^nnimi.a In di.scovm' tlin tiidiirn nf Hm .smil; 
to imiit nil iimicids with main, In iimvont Hm dmi)iiir of in- 
li!(il.ionj lo jidn|)l Hill |irin(ii|tl(i of no ciirn no iiav in lliii I'li- 
iminoi'iilion o| iniidinal nmn; to iimiidiilii' iiiiidntiiv mid the 
tlinoi'olKi sillily (il iiKidii'.iim in (roniiml ns iishIcsn in ilin itriK'li" 
cni iihysKiiiiii! to (loiilinii oviiry idivsiniun In Hm Irniitniiiiil 
and (iiiro cil onn imrUcitliir di.s,>us(!. tlmim mid id Imr wliintH of 
l.lu) kind V (illiiim si'oiii'p;i!i| ninsf iiiiiiii'niifiili y in Hm willy 
and sii irKiiil « Jliidril,,, of IhMiinr Akakiii. 

pop'!- « piwm wliiidi. il pi.lilisliiMl, niiisl liuvn Imld forlli llio 
pi'ii.Hi(li!iiMo iiviirliisliiif' l idiciilc, 

.l.'r(i(l(iri(ilt, wliiiii Hiis piirfoi'iniiiit'ii was nsid In liiin in 
inmniHoripl, is siiiil to Imvo lii'iiii liin;lily tiiiiiihcd, tind loimvi! 
aiip[liiid Imarhly nl. H ; Imi niixions lo ivi-i-p up tim nlnirmildr 
. Ins Aii.idmiiy,«H w.ill im Hinl, of its pm.sidntd, wii.li wlinin 
10 Imd lor sinim yours Imiiiliarly ns.soninlod. lin Imumid Vol' 
laim iontijipr(is..( Hio Mintriho: nny 'ridiMimill, rolnlos iJnil, 
a tor ro:idin,4 Um nniniisrripl, Hm kinumnl Vollaim, with 

nok jpnvi y oiniNi,!;nod il lo llio On s.Joinllv onllinp; upon 

Hto ji,oilsol till! iipjior and Hm noHmr world,'' Ho tins us 
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It may, if VoKaire diil even promise l.o suppress his manu. 
script, and consent to the farce of burning it, he liad no 
intention of performing that promise; on the contrary, he 
took good care Ihatitshould bp printed and iniblished. The 
king could not be ignorantof the participation of tbc author 
himself in tlie publication of the Diatrilic at Dresden. His 
anger at this perfidy was just, and manifested itself iii these 
severo expressions: “Your impudence astonishes mo. After 
_wliat you have done, which is as clear as clay, you persist, 
in your denial, instciul of confessing 3 ^ 0111 ' gnill;, J)o not 
imagine that you can make me believe black to bo vvliite; 
sometimes one docs not .see because one chooses not to see 
every thing. But if you carry maUcr.s to extremities, I 
will have every thing jiriiilcd, and the world shall see that, 
if your works deserve statues, your conduct i.s worthy of 
chains. 

“P. S. The piibli.slier has been examined and confessed 
all.” 

It is easy to conceive with what levity the imprinciplcd 
Voltaire would ondcavoiir to clear himself from just impu- 
tations, and what submissions and flatteries he would em» 
jiloy to regain the good graces of the king. He feigned 
illness, and wrote to Frederick as follows: “Ah, my God, 
sire! and in the slate in which I am too! 1 swear to you 
once more upon my life, which I would cheerfully resign, 
that it is all atrocious calumny. I implore you to let all my 
people bo confronted, Would you condemn me unheard? 
I dcsiro jiasticc and death.” On tho 27lh of November, 
1752, he siihscrihod, with many cxotises and’ priiiiiiscs of 
obodiemeo, a declaration in Frederick’s own hand-writing 
never in luluro during his residence with the king to write 
against any one, ciilier against tho French govorninent, or 
against foreign iiiinisicrs and sovereigns, or those eminent 
persons, to whom re.si)ect is due, and not to iiiako an im- 
proper use of the king’s letters: and thus the afliiir would 
have terminated entirely to the advantage of the olleiuler, 
had not his irrilahility led to a eomptele rupture. 

One of Voltaire’s foibles was his inability to roprass a 
bon-mot how indecorous soever it might he. At tlic dinner- 
table he had once made a declaration of love to Frederick’s 
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sister Amelia, in an impromptu, on which he was after- 
wards known to have bestowed great pains; and Frederlclt 
had chastised the presumptuous poet on the spot in a caustic 
epigram. Voltaire now forgot liimself so far as frequently 
to speak of the king in the most disrespectful terms befoj’o 
persons who would he sure to report them to Frederick, 
Thus, after the death of de la Metric it was reported to the 
king that Voltaire had said that «the post of atheist to his 
majesty was vacant,^'— « This calumny observes Voltaire, 
«had no efiect, but Maupertuis added that I said the king 
wrote bad verses, and this was more successful/’ One day, 
when General Manstein requested Voltaire to revise and 
correct his memo! j*s, tlie latter replied; have so much 
dirty linen of the king^s to wash that yours must wail;” 
and again, when the king sent him a packet of his verses, 
he threw it on the table in a pet, exclaiming; <^That man is 
Cocsai and the ab()6 Cotin united 1”'* A letter be inn* brought 
to him addi-essud: «To M. de Voltaire at the Palace, ho 
stiuck out the words following his name and wrote instead; 
“ in the giiard-liouse/^ and on another occasion declared 
that the king was “only a fcorporal.” Several epigrams of 
the severest kind were also written by Frederick and Vol- 
taire upon each other, and it was so contrived by those who 
wished to widen the breach between them, that these com- 
positions should always reach the eyes and ears of the 
person lampooned. , 

On one occasion, when Frederick thought that he had 
more reason than usual to he displeased with Vollaire, he 

wnr U.^'l Vn concluding with these severe 

words. \ ou have a lieart a hundred times more horrible 

f "'“f r This note he sent to Vol- 

tai e s apartment by a page. On reading it, his rage was 

he couki Think every odious epithet 

hfnf i . ^ the same time the most virn- 

nt chaiges against him, in a loud and angry tone, while 
pacing to and fro. The affrighted page, who was wait i g 
for his answer, strove to cLck iL^’aying: 
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sir, that it is the Icing you are speaking of; that you are in 
his house, and that 1, before whom you use such language, 
am his servant, These words had an instantaneous eHect 
on Voltaire, though they failed to abate his violence. Seizing 
the page by the arm, “I take you, sir/ ^ he cried, «as the 
judge between him and mo; 1 defy you to discover any 
fault that I have committed against him. One, it is true, 1 
have committed, and that is irreparable — 1 have taugld him 
to make better verses tlian I can myself. Go, sir, and take 
him this answer.^^ 

The page returned to the king, whom ho found walking 
about lus room and waiting impatiently for the answer.— 

Have you delivered my note?^^ asked the king, as soon 
as ho saw him. « Yes, sire.^^— « Did you deliver it to M. 
de VolUiirc lumsclf Yes, aire/^ — « Did he read It in 

your presence?'^— Yes, sire.'-— “And what did ho say 
and do after ho had read it?^^ — To this question the terri- 
fied page returned no answer, “ I ask you,” ropeuted the 
king, » what M. de Voltaire said when he hud read my 
note ?” Still the page continued silent. “ Take care, sir,” 
resumed the angry monarch, “ I am determined to know 
what he said and did. Speak, I command you.” The page, 
more frightened tluin ever, began to tell Ins talc, stopping 
at almost every word, and not daring to raise Ids eyes to 
lliQ king, who, as ho ])rocecdcd, Ipccame every moment 
more angry and agitated. JUit the exaggerated compliment 
to his own verses, which conclud(3d tlus report, calmed hun 
at once, and when the page luul finished, he only shrugged 
lus shoulders and said; “ He must he mad !” 

Having seized, the whole edition of the libellous Dia- 
tribe, the king deemed it necessary to give the autlior an 
impressive lesson. Ho therefore ordered tlic woric to be 
burned by the common cxocuiioner on tlio 24th of Decem- 
ber, in the most public places of Derlinj and Voliairo from 
his window viewed the execution of this significant sen- 
tence. At the first moment, ho appeared to bo but little 
afiected by it. “ Ah !” said ho, witli a loud laugh, “ look 
at the soul of Mnupertuia ascending in smoko! and what 
thick, black, heavy smoko it is ! Wlmt a waste of wood I 
while the four little deserters are posting away to Hol- 
yol. n,— 21 
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Imul!” Iillutliiif!; to rmir copies of llie Akiikiii, wiiieh he Imd 
Inkoii ctiHi to send oli' to lliiil eoiiiitry. 

Dill, iiisensihle. us l.lio millior Heemeil at liral to tliis lilorn. 
ry emmlion, tho iiulij^nily y, ailed liiin inosl severely. Ho 
slunmed llio kiii(!!, Hem, Imek to liini llio fj;nld key and iho 
ordor, loffelherwith the jialenl ol'liis iiemnoii, neconiDanicd 
with tliese IkiUeriny; larewell lines; 

Jr lofi avrn trnflrrmir 
'I'-i jo Ion n^iHlH iivoo thoilonr, 

( otoiuo nil itiiiniil, iluioi fill jnliiio[(T urdoiir. 

Iloml In jHirlrail ilo m mnilrrHho. 


lie wrote at the siiine (iiiie- as (idlows: “ Appreliensivo 
.sire, that I may no loiif^er Im periniiled to appi'oaeli your 
Jmijiwly, I have af!;nin laid at yonr feel the tokens ol' kind- 
ne.SH which allaelied me to llie peison ol' ytmr inin(‘.sty 
Judge of Iho dreadliil silnalion of my, sell’ aini mv lionilv.’ 
Ihere la iioLliing lel'l for me Imt lo iiichi myseir Vor ever, 
and to deplore my niiKl'ortime in solitnde.' Kredersdorf, 
who sl.rive.s in comrort me under il, give.s mo hope that 
yom niiije.sly may he phaised to rai.se me I'rom I he tiiNU'racc 
with which I am overwhi-lmed. lie knows ihul I feel 
uiost jiamliilly the misrortnne of having inenrred your dis- 
pleasme. Ala.s! how 1 am to appear again in jmldie, how 
aV*! 1 , •"’•■•'""Wy stale is lerrilile; grief most kiil me. 

Ah . let your philanthropy lako eompa.s.sion on me! Wlml 
will liccomo of me! wlial am I to do! | know mil. All 1 
know 18 that I Imvo Imcii hooitd to yon for these sixteen 
years. Decide upon my life, devole.'l to you, llie close of 
w HI, * "ull now he paiiiful indeed, Vnii urn graeioiis, you 

lleokki my tie.'! y*""' 

These words, wliieli express such deep eonlrilioii, might 
woll he regarded im sincere; hut tliey were as liilso luid 
hypocnticnl ns tho part iicled hy the writer during liis wluilo 
llio. As lor 1' rediiriidj, this ellimion pntdueod llie ilesireil 
olUict upon liim, I le sent hiick to tho pool hy Fredersdorf 
tho paleni;, imd key. In Hie newspaper of the IWli 

« il^-' * '"'‘.'''I'-'’ " l'»''Hgi apli to Ihis elfcct: 

M. do Voltairo llmiks it imumiliunl on liim to Hlale that 
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he haa had no hand in the publications which have recently 
ap])Gared relative to the literary dispute or to other subjects, 
«and which have been attributed to him in several journuis 
and newspapers. It is ropugnant to him to be represented 
as their author, and it would be still more so to widte on 
merely philosophic and literary matters, in a way that 
could be in the least injurious' to morals, or wound the ho- 
nour of another, ho he who he may. He lakes no part what- 
ever in such quarrels, and is engaged uj)on a work of a 
totally difierent kind, which occupies his whole time, since 
all his thoughts are at ]) re sent directed to the completion 
of the history of his native country.’^ This introduction 
was followed iij) on the 3()tb of the sumo month by a 
statement that as his majesty had been pleased to send 
l)aok to M. do Voltaire the key and order, with directions 
to ])roccod with the royal suite to Potsdam and to lake 
possession again of his apartments in the palace there, he 
had returned tliither accordingly*^^ 

Voltaire soon perceived that, whatever opinion might he 
entertained of his talents as a writer at the court of Prussia, 
he had forfeited all respect as . a man, Ilis quarrel vvllli 
Mail per Ui is was not by any means the only cause of his 
disgrace; this he liad long i)een aware of, and he solicited 
in vain tlic mediation of the margravine of llayrcuth. HLs 
wholly unphilosojihlc way of life depreciated his character 
exceedingly, and hy his suit with Ilirsch the Jew, he be- 
came a jiublic scandal, lie was oflon and keenly reproached 
by the king with holding secret correspondence wilh tlie 
foreign mini.sters, and furnishing occasion for a variety of 
disagreeable circumstances, Put the most pernicious eifect 
produced by Voltaire was the cliange caused by liirn in the 
disjiosition of the king. In the liour.s devoted to social 
intoj’coiirso and relaxation, Frederick had hitherto iiecn 
accustomed wholly to forget the sovereign, and to be only 
the friend of ins friends — the thinker, the artist, the poet, 
tlie man. But, after he had received such jiainful lessons; 
after he had seen his mo,st innocent actions exposed to the 
most scandalous miscon.slruction, and expressions used by 
him in the social circle publicly distorted; after ho was 
obliged to acciisp persons vyIiuso genius and talents rendered 



thoin worlliy l« osstKiiiilo with liini iiol (inly nl’ loililns of 
Ihc honi'l, lint nf (Inliislalili! aoliiniH, iii'ooliuminjj; nn nuei- 
wnnlof|)riiic.ii)li!--.|u« Uioii bopn In Im miainisll'nl niul re- 
Borved; Um! (I<!lij!;hiriil (Inaini nl' youth witH ovci'; ho sorliuled 
hiiuBoir mom mul mom in liis iiillcr yi iii'.s, nml liia hoarl, 
pmviously opon to llio Iciiully ri’o!in)!,H, lioi'iimn (>,ru(liiully 
onvclopoii in nn nlmo.st impoiioli'iililo crmil. 'I'n tlii-i limioiil- 
nlilo nhniiKo llio (minima of Volliiim ofisoiilinlly ooiili ihnlcai, 
ITo iHiw .‘toli(;il.(!(l pormifiNiim in (fo In l''niiI('o, In nm llio 
imtliH of l*lonlllil^|■(:H foi-'llio hoiiolit of Ilia liotillli, 'I’hn 
Iciiili;, still wisliinj' to loiop him, soot him hiirit, nml uilvisial 
him 1(1 try Iho miiionil wiilcis of Silosin. Kor olovoii days 
ho wiiiloil at a pi-ivulo hoiiso for iho siiliriloil loavo of iili- 
Hoiinii. l''m(h!n(!|(. wisliod to mio him ii|>,niii in I'otsdam; 
and for six days Voltiiiro took up his uhodo in ihoapiirt- 
num Is which ho liad hcfoio occupied in Iho [iiilacn, ' All 
that wiiH past Hccmcd to ho foi'notlcii: Iho cvmiin(!;s wero 
npent ns fonmn'ly; chocrfid parties siirroniided ilm isiijipcr- 
tahlfl; and holh appeared nmvilliiifi; to part. In his Aionioirs, 
it is tnic, il. sidhsl the malignant spirit of Voltairo lo give 
a dincrent rcprcscnialion. oj niado one. inoro supper,” 

lie says, "in thoma of Damocles, and then ditparUsI, 

with a proiniso to return lo the king, and a linn (h.‘lcrmi- 
nolion novor to wen him ugaiiii” The purling inlcrview 
took pliicn on the I'arado in Potsdam, whero h'scdericlc 
WHS exorcising the troops. Doing informed that Vollniro 
was come to reccivo his command.s, ho inrncd lo him 
«M.(lo Vidtairo,’/ said he, "am yon still dclermincd K) 
go? (( .I am ohligcd lo go, sin?, hy liiisincss, which 1 cnii- 
uot neglocl, amt still inoro hy iho sliUo of my health.”-™ 
“ n ihnt case,, sir, I wish yon a giuid joiiriiin’.” Such wa.s 
P*"'fiog o( fhoMo two nmiarkidilo men, 
olliiiro proceeded to Dcip/ig, whero ho passisl somo 
weeks, on uccomit of ilhiiws, as il was pnhiicly alleged, lint 
coiitiiiiied Ins (pinrrel with Maniiertiiis, whiidi led In the 
gimsost per.soiialities and alni.sit, 'I'lm president, dehililiiled 
)y consinniition mid without Impo of nsiovi’iy, thmaK'iiciI 
lull, Il Voltaire did not cease his sluniicrs, ho would follow 
lorn and inko Halisfaclion wherever ho might Im and wliiil- 
over might ho the state of his lieallli. A leltor from JJr. 
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Akakia was the only answer to tins challenge. He next 
went to the court of the duchess of Saxc-Gotha, “an excel- 
lent princess/^ he observes, “who luckily did not make 
verses;” and, after staying u month at Gotha, continued his 
journey to Cassel, upon an invitation from the landgrave, 
“ who eared still less about ])oeti*y than the duchess of 
Gotha,” Hero heuiict baron l^ollnilz, returning from some 
bathing-place to Potsdam, and unacquainted with what liad 
happened at the court of Prussia during his ahsencfj, Poll-, 
nitz ever afterwards described Voltaire as exhibiting un- 
governable rage when he spoke of Frederick. “Your 
king,^^ lie cried, “has treated mo infamously; loll him f 
shall not forgcjt it, Yes, tell Idm that I will Iiavc my re- 
venge, Posterity sliall 1)0 informed of the whole transactlom 
He shall have reason to repent his conduct, when it is too 
hUe. Yes, I will be revenged: do tell him so,” 

These vindictive feelings were exasperated, if jjossible, 
by what took place at Frankfurt, to which city he next 
pursued his course,^ and wlicre lie was mot by bis niece, 
Madame Penis, He had taken with him, wlietlier inten- 
tionally or not, some manu, scripts and the king’s miscel- 
laneous poems, which were printed but not published, and 
had been long in his hands for correctiom On his arri-^ 
val jit Frankfurt, ho was arrested, on the requisition of the 
Ihmssian^ resident Freytag, by order of tlie burgo-mastor, 
and detained prisoner, with his niece, for , seventeen days, 
till the arrival of the papers and hooks in question, which 
had been left at Leijizig with bis baggage. The history 
which he gives of his iletontion, in his own sarcastic man-, 
nor, and no doubt with much oxaggeraliou, is amusing, 
“On my arrival,” iio says, “they intimated that I must 
not ([Liit Frankfurt, till I bad restored the valuables belong- 
ing to his majesty, which 1 had carried oway wltli me, 

^ Alas! geiUlemcn, I am carrying nothing away from that 
(muntry, I assure you, not cwon the least regret, What 
then are the jewels of the crown of Brandenburg, whicli 
you require mo to give up?^— ^G’etro Monsir/ answered 
Freytag, <Focuvre cle poifshic du roi nion gracieux mattro.* 
— I replied, will restore to liim most choorfully 
hot!) his prose and his verse, though I have move claims 
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VK^u»imiiiyi«> > > , ii'nivUiu; now intniosod lo mo 

/.ip with i»y 'd' ,*?'.|'| ,1 „ (■n.iviil of llio liTimiU'o iVom 
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A FranoldrI, 1 do .liiiii 17 r>!). 
mou mailro!’ iriidoiiioalli lids 
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maili’ci' will, wl.iol. U... .osidoul, waa <p.ilo saliHrM.d. 

• 1 •,.« 1 liiill.rullv dolivorod up H.i.a aaorod dopiisil aud 

poo.sl uoH. i Idl d y .V j 

Xv^.o.T^ -..■y inslaul. of my do- 

oarturo I was arroslod' •i»y«''ll. i'‘y scorolaiy, am my 
aorvnnls. My »«•«' f"" Hoi/od, ami ht.it- m.ldmrs 
SaS hor li;rou«l.ll.o.nuddy Hir.mts 10 .Sol.nudI,. I l.oy 
aammod us boll, iulo^a aorl -d amall . 


ly ni i '-'<1 >* » ' ' ^ ^ 

nf small inn, at llm door ul 


i-iAoin* tour in i£iu‘i'(?t to wliirli in) no i.o luni 
coasiKncd! Idm- in a sort of ooc.U-loll, timm lo all ll.c 
winds (»C lioavon, wlmn. my soorolary was "M'W"'' 
tmou Bli'aw. My niomi liad, il m Him, a small bod; bill, m 
fou. s!.ldiinfl in lior .•nm.i, will, f.xod bayom l.s sopplmd llm 
a iiml cbanibonnaids. In ib.s ...unmn; w.. 

wSm di lainod prim.iioi'H of wav Id.' Iwolvo days, an.l obll^.!d 
to nay ^in’Ow..H per day. Sol.mi.lt, took possoss.ou o 
inv ollin'tH wliicU wulu ntslnnnl lo inn lipilitni liy I*' 

dll Uoi do l’i'ns.s«.' I lo«l a's.nl as nmol, as il bud oiisll.iiii 
ill fiotlinK nm lo Polsdam^aiid lakil.^^ lo.ssim.H ol mo, si. ll.ftl 

'voUahaT'l.inm^^^^ aHsi}!;nH no oaiiso for ibis lasl. ncl of 
riR.Ir wbiol. i.. said lo l.avn Imm, oooa.Himm.l by ‘j'' 
l« oaoapo, wl.iln wailing lor ll.o ... rival ol U..i • < -''V ^ 

I’ndsliio,” Bn fills as .1 may, il i.s cvnlonl Hi.d, d lb'« 
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charged l)y some writers, but on the authorities, either civil 
or military, of the free imperial city of Frankfurt. 

Voltaire's vow of revenge was duly performed in the se- 
quel, as well in the infamous Vie priv6e du Roi de Pmssc, 
wliich at least is attributed on good grounds to his pen, as 
in the Memoirs of bis own life; and these have been the 
copious sources of calumnies, some of tliem of the most 
odious and detestalde nature, against the character of the 
great Frederick, which even respectable writers have not 
hesitated to repeat. 

It is an extraoriliiiary ci renin stance that, in the course of 
the very next year after Voltaire left l^riissia, the king, 
who was not lilinded to tlie merits ol the author by the 
worthlessness of the man, renewed liis correspondence with 
him, whicli V oltairo's misconduct Inul lor awhile interrupt- 
ed; this epistolary intercourse was continued till Ihe death 
of the poet in 1778 at the ago of 85. In vain did Voltaire, 
wlion he imagined that he had comjdetely regained the fa- 
vour of the monarch, alludo to « the toys and gewgaws"— 
the order and tlie key— which had been unjustly taken 
from liim at Frankfurt. Frederick would not understand 
the allusion, hut wrote to him in I^chruary 1700 from his 
head- quarters at Freiberg: “ Yow refer to iiuliviclual cir- 
cumstances of a history that I am not acquainted with. 1 
know that my ver.scs and the .toys were taken from you at 
Frankfurt; but 1 never hoard that your things or your 
money had been touched, neither did I wisii that they 
should he." 

To d'Argct, who was then in Paris, Fredcriclc thus wrote 
soon after Voltiiiro's departure: ‘‘lam not surprised that 
|)oople in Ikxris talk of the quarrel of our betmx esprits. 
Voltaire is the most mischievous madman I over knew. 
He i.s only fit to ho read. It is iniiiossihic for you to con- 
ceive the duplicities, the impositions, iho infamies, which 
he practised here. 1 am quite indignant tliut such talents 
and acquirements do not make men heller. I took Uni 
part of MauperUtis, because he is a good sort ol man, and 
the other had determined ujion ruining him; hwi I did not 
lend myself to his revenge in the way that ho could have 
wislied. An overweening vanity hud rendered him loo 
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Hdimitivo to lli(! niaiKiiiivn'M (iC (liis itmiiUt^y, wlioni lio (niirht 
lo liavo infill 11(1 and (Itiajti.sfal.” 

Am no liirUior (xuMiMioii will |ln^Sllll(. ilMidlTnc nKMiliniiinjr 
Man|M;r(,iiiM, I may horn add dial, liia (ll•l•iinillu; lioallli in. 
(liKiod liim Id loavo I’riiMMia for Kraimo in ly.'iii. 'I.'wo yoai's 
al'I.orwarilM Im Wdiil. 1.0 liaslo, and IIici'd died in .Inly nfii) 
in llm anna of Ilia IVii'iid lloi'iiouilli, ’ 

In I7.'5'l, anon afliU' Vcdlairo had loll I'niaaia, iM. (-(m (l,,^ 
lor, ininialiT id' Iho inialiiij!; do|iai'lmonl and a nolod irom.. 
maud, on his rol.nni iViim Spa, l•(•('^l|nlnondod in iho kinif a 
Kronoh ollioor, namod Masaoit, raplaiii in tho rof^iintini, of 
(:iiampa)j;niiand a l;ni>;;hl id Si. I.onifi.as a man id' n'niidoi liil 
lalonia and allaimiionls, and woll ipialiliod in ho snoot-, saor 
lo dial, ominonl. lad polnlaid. pool. I''roiloi iol, in i-nn.so. 
(inonoo invil.oil llui ohovidior loiiollloal I'nlsdam, nironnij 
him Iho tillo of ohamhi.-rlain and a ponainn id' rnno thnusiuid 
I'ranoH. Ma.-iaon nhlainoil his dismi-o-inn I'nnn Iho l-'ioniili 
sorvico aiiil ai-oi-plod tho idlor nriho 1‘rna-iian iiiiniaroli. 

I'Vodnriolc Was nol. Inni-; in disonvoi'in|.-' that N idlaiio'wH.H 
a por.aon whom il would nol. ho oasy (n roplaoo, and Ihai 
guurniand.s, ovon Ihoiinh minislois, ar’o nol Iho lioi,| 

of inoril. Ma.sson |)n.s.sossod id' ihn hriltianl lalonia 

dial wort! miilod in Vollairo. Ilo was indood a soliolar mill 
a man of nood mMlor.slandinp;, hid. il was i allior tdii(i,idar and 
ori|i;inal Ilian Jiisl and solid ; and his lui(iwlod-!,o oxiondod no 
iarllici' than (Im olaH,sio. wrilorn mid tho mn-ii osiooniod ori- 
liftB! Imlli Ihosii Im Hoomod In know hy lioai l. Koiiooliia 
library, whinli was Inloriihly l■opinll.s,'onmpn•honlhai his 
sidus works (d‘ llm.so two idas,si-s, nolliinu; Ind. a lui ini colloi-. 
lion oC lilorary Jmirnals. ' - ■ 

On MiminV iirriviil at iho I'nissian onnrl. Ilm kiny, in 
ordorjo hiivo oppiirtimilios oC oslimidiiiK his lah-nls anil 

(|iialilioatmns, invilod him daily In -Ojainl altor lliu lo. 

Iiiist ho soMiim I'aiiod lo ohal. snmo limo with liini, wliilis 
walking; lo mill (ro in dm saloon ooiiliyiioiis to iho diiiiiii'. 
room. Inonoor dm.so ronvorsidions tho kino askod llic 
olmvalior who, in his opini.ni, was Iho (-iralost oaplain Ihiil 
over liviid. Ho said dial Im had .dn-n asko.l himta-ir iliia 
i|imsl,ioii, hut had ind. hoon nhlo In rosnlvo it (tt Id.s iiniiro 
.sa(.m(aclion; dial. Im liiid wiivoiod Iwiwooii AloNiinilor, Hun- 
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nibal, and Gtnsarj but that ho was disposed to award the 
jiulai to Hamulial At the Stanic time he assigned his vea- 
sons lor tliis preference. Siro,^' replied Masson, in my 
opinion tl)e greatest captain lliat over lived was Homy 
lY.^^ This answer acted upon Frederick like a great and 
vsuddon surprise. Ho said that nobody had a higher regard 
for Homy IV., on acGount of Ids many high and amiablo 
(jualitics, than himaclf, but that, as in him the quality of 
warrior was only a socondaiy quality, he ought to be loft 
out of the list; and therefore, returning to his question, he 
could not help fixing as before upon ilunnibah ‘‘And I, 
sire, upon Homy rejoined Masson, At another time 
perhaps tim king migJit have been angry; hut ho happened 
just then to bo in a good humour: the scene a}>pcured comic, 
and ho resolved to amuse himself for a moment. Assuming 
the air and tone of one who is refieoting ])rolaundly on 
svhat 1)0 is going to say, ho ))aoDd the room in silence. 

Yes/’ ho at length said, tilings duly considered, Han- 

riilial^’ The chevalier, walking on ouo side of him, about 
Imlf a stop behind, imitated his action and repeated in his 
turn: ^^Yes, Henry IV.’^ In this manner they continuod 
th(ur walk in siionco, the ono merely repeating from time 
to time ^fHauulhal/^ the other us consltuUly replying 
Henry till Ins majesty retired to his cabinet saying 
with a loud laugh limmibal/Mvhilo Masson did not fait 
licforo ho left the saloon, to mako it )*e-ec!u>, ^Hlonvy IV/' 
If tiiivS scone .served to lower tlie clKwalicr in the esliime* 
tion of tho king, who thonoefortli considorod him as an ce- 
centric person scarcely i)ossessed of common sense, a cir- 
' cuinstanoo that occuvriid sliorlly afterwards excluded him 
entirely from Fredoriclc^s favour. When the ]n 4 ncc>ss 
A melia had decided not to many, tho king procured for her 
the sovereign ah!>oy and principality of ('iuodiinhurg, a pro- 
tesiant foundation, witli u revenue of al>out 4000 ^, sterun^, 
Tho princess, on her ixHurn Irom inking possession of tins 
tlignity, passed Ihi'ough Potsdam, whoro her brother gave 
iior a tliunor of ceremony as to a aovoreign princess. To 
this entertainment Im invited M. Masson, under tho idea 
tliat he might assist the conversation and liolp lo enliven tho 
company l)y somo imcxpoclod original iticsS. Masson wos 
eccentric, but ho made nobody laugh. << Madam/^ said he, 
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i\m priiHMiSH, tow^inlM Ilu^ cniH*ln,sion nC Dim n‘|ias(., in one ^ 
nl thn.sci iiiomonb <if nili*nor InMii whlrh In^ tlinii^hl; lo ns ^ 
iievo (liM com|>!uiy,<Mvlirn llir Diikr ol’ ( Irli-aiiH gave i 
lluMihliMy ol OIk^IIms Io his tlauii^hln’y jtaiD In Ikm': ^i\]y 
ynu will liikn (lina^ vnw.s Dm vnw i>l‘ nhialioiini, 
ami you will <a)uunaml; Dm vow of jHivnrly, aiui yon will 

1)0 and I.hci vow ol’ (diasiil.y, and you ^^dll krt^p il if ■ 

you oan/ ’’ A\ Diis apirvli all ryi'H wmv. nml <hovu; Dm .si- 
ioiuju wiiH nioro |»roroinid Dian laddn?, aud all wailod anx- 
ion, sly lor Dm nionuml. In liso iVoiu tahlo, In ijiiil, M, 

and lujvor lo aoo liiin morn, In I'arl, aflrr lln>s diniUii' 
t )0 nov(u* naudvnd anoDno' luvilalion: Ida nauuMvas novor 
imml.iojuul ; lu\ was lor|^ol.loM,aN Ihniii'di hi*, liad imvor i^Kialod, 
ilosoon diseovinaal how dnoply ho was in dis)«;nw(^, and lui 
^y{l?^ as dmddisl as Knuhirirk in I'op^iiril In ihn rnnrsn Dial h(5 
should pursmn I [o would ludDmr nsa ivn imr pay visilH, ? 
huriod himsoir amoni^ his hotdui in Dm jinddundcsf. siditmle, ^ 
Dio world ror|j;nUin|i;» hy Du! world Idiiyd,- ’ 'rimiusdbr** I 
wanl In? imvnr had a muv suit ol olotlmH,aH au tdd ninriuii|^' 
l^own or a shiddiy liiroal. coat was all Im wanlod, An old 
woman was his hoiisokis'por; his parsimony was inconcoivu- 
hlo; Im livod wholly npnn vo^otanh'Sn and il. is assoriod that 
his oxponsi's did not CM!ci?d ion sous (liv(^ pmiiM» Mnj^lish) 
per day, In this maiinor Im livod njiward oi sisloon yoarH, > 
flo totally (oriijoUon that it would liuvo Imnn iu vain to in* 
<puro ahor him at Dolsdam; and so (tnfiroly M!i!lndiul IVoiii • 
l.lKMvorld that Im had not. hoard a word ahoni Dm sovon 
yours war) whi(di had rtmdontd l?olstlani a di?sm't arnuiid 

ovoi’i ami soum om^ spidco ol 

it m his pimnico ho asicisi what war lu' nmaiil, and his as- i 
tomshmonl was only otpiallod hy Dm diincult v Im liad to ' 
oolmvo that ho liad lasni alono lor so immy yoars. 

In) passod Irnm sistoon In I w< ad 3^ years 
01 his IDo, novor loavin|i,' his apartnmnt hut In ^o fo Dorliii 
nvmc or thrico a yoar, no dnulit lo rmnit: his savini';s to 
t'nmoo through smuo Irusly hankor. At hmgtii Dm king 
stnicjc his nanm nntol llm poiisimi list, and soni him word 
wiiH at lihorty lo g«» whiilmr Im ploasmi, Ho ac- 
nonlmgly roinnmd to hVaimo, taking with him his hooks, ^ 
which omistitutod llm whrdo of Ins movoahin iiroporty; and 
t inOhault, from whom this skoLidi of M. Alassun is oxtractod, 
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a(UtB,that his savings must hnvo secured tb lum a larger in- 
come than tlio pension which he had enjoyed at Potsdam. 

In the year 1754 commonced the confinement in the 
dungeons of the fortress of Magdeburg of Frederick baron 
Trenk, whose history and adventures are sufliciently re- 
markable to deserve a brief notice here. He was horn in 
172G at Konigsberg, wlmro his father died ns a Prussian 
major-general in 1740. Like his cousin, the Austrian Trenk, 
ho was endowed by Nature with eminent qualities both of 
body and mind. At the age of seventeen ho entered into 
the military service, and acted as aide-de-camp to the king 
in the campaign of 1744. Frederick esteemed him and 
conferred on him the order of Merit: but in the following 
year, licing .suspected of a correspondence witli his cousin, 
the loundor of t.ho partisan troojis in the Austrian service 
called Pandours, he ^vas sent to tlio fortress of Glatz. In 
the Memoirs which ho has left of his life, ho himself frankly 
confesses that “ the king, his sovereign and his benefactor, 
had forbidden him to write to his cousin, and that he, after 
ho had done so, nevertheless declared ujion his honour that 
he had no correspondence whatever with the Austrian 
irenk.” In that work he attributes the hardships which 
ho was early dooined to suller to an attachment conceived 
lor him, when only seventeen 3 ’ears old, by the king’s 
youngest sister Amelia. ° 

“In the winter ol 174.7,” he .saj's, “the marriage of the 
king’s sister witli Iho king [crown-jirince] of Sweden was 
celebrated. One day, when I was on duty with the guard 
of honour near her per.son, to o.scort her to Stettin, amidst 
the confusion vyhich usually attends numerous eorfijgcs, and 
while I was actively engaged in endeavouring to keei) order, 
my watch was .stolen, and a hit of my uniform, with the 
rich lace attached to it, was cut oil'. This accident amused 
the ladies, who bantered mo a good deal upon it. At length 
one of them said ; ‘ Trenk, you shall not have long to regret 
the loss you have just sustained.’ An intelligible expres- 
sion of the eye accompanied these word.s,and filled me with 
joy. A few days afterwards I was the happiest man in 
Jlerlin. Hoth ol us felt all the transports of a first passion; 
and us the lady of my heart wa.s a person who must have 
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inspired any man with sentiments of the deepest respect 
and affection, I have never cursed my misfortunes^ though 
our attachment was the first cause of the calamities which 
have overwhelmed me/’ 

Thi^bault tells us that the king was informed of the secret 
visits paid by Trenk to tlie princess, and proceeds: « There 
was but one suitable way of intimating to him that his con- 
duct was known and that he must change it — this was to 
use him harshly till lie guessed the reason for it. After 
every clandestine visit, therefore, he was put under arrest: 
these arrests became more frequent and longer; but Tronk 
would not take the hint. At lengtli tlie king determined 
to try the effect of absence. Trenk had been under arrest 
for the twentieth time, above a month, when hc^ received 
orders to set out instantly for Vienna, upon a mission for 
which he was furnished with detailed instructions.^ It vvas 
expected that, owing to the dilatoriness of the imperial 
court, Trenk would be detained for a considerable time, but 
he pushed the business with such energy and success that 
he was soon back in Potsdam. He gave an account of his 
proceedings to the king, who listened to him with extreme 
coldness, and, instead of expressing satisfaction, merely 
asked : ^ Where were you before you set out for Vienna ?’ 
— ^Sire, I had been under arrest for a month.^— ^ l‘hcn go 
back to it/ Here lie was left for nearly another month; 
hut he was incorrigible, and lie was sent to the fortress of 
Glatz in Silesia as a prisoner of state, upon pretext of having 
furnished the Austrian government with plans of the Prus- 
sian fortresses during his recent visit to V ienna. After his 
escape from Glatz, he had the imprudence to exhibit the 
portrait of the lady in question both at Vienna and Peters- 
burg. At a grand dinner given by the chancellor of Rus- 
sia, this portrait passed from hand to hand, and the language 
with which these indiscretions were accompanie<l, roused 
the indignation of Frederick,” 

Whether these particulars given by Thibbaiilt arc correct 
or not — -and I have found abundant reason to doubt the ac- 
curacy of that writer in matters which were not within his 
own knowledge — so much is certain, that for his misconduct 
Trenk was confined in Glatz and declared incapable of 
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further service; but he says in his Memoirs that the king 
meant this imprisonment only as a lesson, and would not 
have left him long in. durance. After a confinement of 
seventeen months, however, he contrived to escape, seducing 
nil officer named Schell and the guard to. accompany him, 
and killing those by whom he was pursued. 

He then entered into the Russian service, and in 1750 
'went to Vienna, to claim the estates of liis cousin, who had 
I'ecently died as a prisoner of state in the fortress of Spiel- 
berg, after appointing the Prussian Treiik, who had visited 
him in 1747 at Vienna, his sole heir. In 1752 Maria 
Theresa gave a caplain^s commission to the young baron, 
who had been cornet in the garde du corps at Berlin. Two 
3^ears afterwards, he obtained leave of absence, and went to 
Danzig, in company of the Hungarian baron Buttlar, as he 
Jiimself alleges, to arrange with his brothers and sisters the 
division of the property left by his deceased mother, which 
was situated in Prussia. There he was apprehended by 
fhe magistrates of the city, on the requisition of Frederick, 
because he was continually circulating fugitive publications 
attributing odious designs to the court of Prussia; and more 
particularly because he had been closely connected with 
Destuchef, at the time when that minister had, in associa- 
tion with ihe other enemies of Frederick, been actively 
planning his ruin, 

Trenk, whose patrimonial inheritance, Gross Scharlack, 
bad been already assigned by the king to liis younger brother 
Louis, was conveyed to Magdeburg, where general Horck, 
the commandant, was held responsible with his head for 
the safe custody of the prisoner. He was at first well treated, 
but, having nearly worked his way through the wall, lie 
was removed in the night, in a carriage, and, after being 
driven about a long time in the dark that he might not 
lx now where he was, put into a dungeon expressly prepared 
for him in the outwork called the Star, which is still shown 
to tlie curiou.s. Ho was now ironed by one leg only; but, 
undaunted by failure, he was incessantly devising new means 
of regaining his liberty, in consequence of which he was 
loaded with fetters weighing sixty-eight pounds. The 
compassionate smith, however, showed him how to unscrew 
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Ilium. i r»* (’.imlrivml itl.ni In wnn I'i'y "1' tin; wildlmn 
wlin (.rimnlcil liim, mnl imw to cut tlii'(io(,;li llu; llilc,k 

ulimlsNoriln! (looriiij!;, iiml In cxcctilo llm llrnmli'im liilimir 
'(f lucminj!; n miun mulcr liiw IiimIsIc! 1 (I, wliicli wns nut dis- 
covc.rcil till In; wnrt nil llin |Hiiiit uf niit, 'I’lin iim 

ruriiiinitc Miiiilli liiin};;cil liinnicIC, mnl tlm iii'iMiiinr wiim ImiUxl 
willi iiH'.miMuil .Huvnrilv. Hn iciyn tlnil Im \viin iifai l y Hliu'vcd 
tu dentil, imd aiiiinvcd liy liuiiii'; nnincd IVniii hI(;c|i miry 
liiiiir; Imtllii; iiliciij'.lli ul' lii.* cniiHlitutimi nimlilnd liiiu to 
linin' nil iiiidni' tlicnn liiirdnliili;'. 

Ills nniidilinii wiiH indeed |)iliidili;; lull lin wioi MKirclIy 
.Hiitinlii'il willi muiiny, inid, liy ln'ilnii('; liin I'liiirdM, iirnniircd 
liliin mid ntlinr tiini;i, cmidlim, mnl wi iliii^'t iiiiitci iiilH, and 
c.niili'ivnd In amid InllnrH In Ilin jiriiii'c;i« Amelia and nthnr 
iVimidM. Kvmi innnlima ut llm inyal rainily cuiilcTlmUid 
to !i|fld'en Ilia ailiialinii and sent I'nr Ida innuaeinnnt linoks, 
whic.li liti ini|i;raleridly lelunind with indi'cnruiia rmmirkK 
vvrittnn on llin nim'j!;in with n'll ink, that it iiii|i,hl |MiNa lor 
hlnnd. 'I'iiia nKlraurdinaiy |inamier idan rmiiid ineaiia to 
ridim; tin; tcdiiiin nf luii(' yeara nraiditmln hy wurka oCiii't. 
111! nn^vraved a innlal .seal witli ihn inutin “'riintintli atnrm 
III tlin jinrl,” rare iiniiresaimia nf which are alill jiie.anrviid 
ill the eahiiieta (d' Ihn iiiirinua; and the MiiHcmn iit' llnrlili 
iinntains a lin howl, niniiiid wliich In'ii tweiily-liye, fi;i'inii)H oi 
I'lfijiirii.s mi^ravcd hy rrniik wilhallnndl^^ 1 Ida linwl, to- 
Unthnr with a |ioi;lical i;x|danalinn id' the rit;niita, in h’l'iiiuth 
and Unrnimi vnr.sn, 117 ainall nnlavu |ia|V'a, he ine.sc.iitod 
lhnnn!;h l)v. Ini.sanr, idiy.sician in urditiaiy, In ihn i|iinon on 
now yinir’a day 17(111. In Ihn dnanriidinn nt ihn 'J/’dii and 
Inal of thii he aaya: “ Vniir inajn.sly 'a aanrnd |)nraoii 

ia alnndiii|f iiiulnr iuiinm'|iy in ihn (■(ii in nf V irlne ami lloiioi 
1, niilin]i)iy man, am lyiiiK at yniir InnI, in llin Ini i ildn Itit- 
Inr.s of (i.t |inimd.H’ wnii'Jit, wliinh 1 Inivn worn hern for aix 
yniir.s paat, and wldidi I mii jiarilyatill wnariiiy; in tin; tenth 
year, innI iin|ihn'iiir! yniir inly.” 

'rrenk'a nnhnmna and i!Xnrlion!i wnrn nut eindiiind aoluly 
111 tin; I'tainvcrj’ nf liia iinrannal lihnrly: lin aeiii'ht also to 
he revi;iia;ed on tlnisn liy whom ho waa ile|iriviid of it. In 
tile winter of 17111, lio fnrinnd a |dan for |iiiltiii|j; llin Ans- 
Iriima, hy iiieaim nf a t!uii.s|tiriu;y nf lliti iiriaoiiiii's of war 
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confiticd ill Magiloliurg, in possession of that forlrcss, then 
Uio last rotruat. of tlie royal family. This dangerous plot 
was discovered, and his situation greatly aggravated. At 
length, after a dreadful captivity of nine years and live 
months, incessantly devoted to most laborious hut fruitless 
attempts to escape, he was liberated at Ohri.stmas ntiH, on 
the remonstrance of general Hied, the imperial amliassador, 
who claimed his release as an Austrian ollieer. Trenk 
himself assured Thii'lhault that he had ascertained after his 
release that the king had no idea of the manner in which 
ho was treated while in confinement; and he attributed the 
hardships whieli he sulfcred eutirel}' to the rc.scntment of 
the oHicers to wliose custody he had been committed. 

Maria Theresa appointed him major out of service and 
gave him a eousidei’ahle com|)en.satiou, but for some ni^'y 
misconduct she kept him coiilined lor some lime at Ivufl^ 
stein in 'ryrol. On recovering his liberty, Trenk led a 
turbulent and diBContented life. At Vienmi be was engaged 
in a tedious course of litigation respecting the pro|jcrty left 
by bis cousin Francis Trenk, which should have do.sceiulcd 
to him, hut which, during liis long impri.sonmcnt, had hccti 
usurped by others. At Aix, Spa, Mannlicim, and otlier 
plaoc.s, wlierc lie afterwards resided in the various charac- 
ters of wine-mcrehmit, newspaper editor, and autiuir, he 
made many enemies by his turbulent disposition and tlie 
frcodoin .if his opinions. 

It was not till after Frederick’s dcalli that Trenk pub- 
lished the truly remarkable memoirs of Ids life, a meillcy 
of truth and romance. The public, he .says, in his preface, 
is fonder of romances and pays lietter for them than lor 
other works, while lie, for his jiarl, is in need of monOy; 
and then follow the grossest libels and calnvnnics against 
the king, in favour of whom lio afterwarils puhlished a 
“True Account of the liife of Ilaron Tnmk, together with 
some I'lxiilanations and llliiBtralions wrillcu hy liiinself.” 
In the latter work he says that « many pariiculars in Ids 
Memoirs were carelessly tlirown together;” that “both in 
the Vienna and the Berlin edition there were left blunders 
wltich completely murder the work;” but, liy way of ex- 
cusing Idmstilf, he admits that ho wrote to .earn money at a 
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time when he was hard pressed by daily necessity, when 
he had to find more money for agents than his income 
would supply, when eight children left him little time for 
literature, when he was afflicted \Yith illness, and obliged to 
travel a great deal. He confesses that he related from 
memory incidents which had occurred forty years before, 
without having kept any journal, that almost every recol- 
lection revolted his heart, and that it was almost impossible 
for him to write coolly, 

The Hessian general Wakenitz, the same ofiicer who be- 
haved so heroically at Zorndorf, hut wlio after the peace 
fell into disgrace with the king, and to whom Trenk appeals 
in several passages of his Memoirs, publicly declared that 
he was not acquainted with any one of the circumstances 
which Trenk alleges him to have witnessed. 

In the “ Panegyric at the, Grave of Frederick the Great 
by Frederick Baron Trenk,” the orator’s ill will occasion- 
ally breaks forth: praise and slander are dealt out in turn; 
but the former predominates; and whoever knows any 
thing of the human heart can easily draw his own conclu- 
sion on this much discussed point, « Was not Frederick,” 
he says in this last performance, my king and at the same 
time my great instructer in Berlin ? Did I not enjoy his 
favour and regard in the literary as well as in the military 
line ? It was not my unvvorthiness, not my behaviour, but 
my untoward fate, envy, malicious persons alone that de- 
stroyed my happiness. The judgment of the acutest of 
kings was misled, and while he lived I could not find means 
to convince him of the truth, because monarchs like bettor 
to pardon than to reward. 

Frederick William IL, on his accession, restored to Trenk 
his estates in East Prussia. He had previously married 
the daughter of one of the principal inhabitants of Aix la 
Chapelle, by whom he had a large family, and he might 
now have lived in comfort: but his restless spirit carried 
him at the commencement of the French revolution to 
France, where some indiscreet expressions furnished Robes- 
pierre with a pretext for sending him to the guillotine, as 
an alleged agent of foreign powers, in July 1794* 

Trenk possessed inordinate vanity and self-conceit, united 
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with great encrg}"' of mind, courage, and perseverance. His 
fate, periiaps not wholly merited, is the more to be deplored, 
as, inidcr other circumstances, he would certainly have 
gained an lionourable place among the Prussian generals. 
The veil of mystery which hangs over him and hislortunes 
wo cannot now expect to be ever entirely withdrawn. 

In 1755 Frederick, who had in 1751 paid a first visit to 
the newly acquired province of East l^'riesland, took a se- 
cond journey to that remote portion of his dominions. 
From Eindon lie ^iroceeded to Wcsel, and thence set out 
with lioutenant-oolonel Balbi and a single page, on an ex- 
cursion to Holland, concerning which some amusing anec- 


dotes arc preserved. * \ 

Tim king travelled of course in the strictest incognito,— 
Oil his arrival at Amsterdam, he wished to speak himself 
with a banker from whom he had to receive a considerable 
sum of money. He went therefore to his house, but the 
banker was not at home. His wife informed him tliat her 
busband would probably return soon, and il he chose to step 
into a room ho might wait for him. The king, without 
making himself known, accepted the offer. At the door of 
the apartment, the lady politely requested tlie stranger to 
take ofl’ his shoes. It was to no purpose that he rubbed 
them upon the mat; he was obliged to submit to the re- 
quired ceremony. His guide, having ushered her visiter 
into her drawing-room, left him to his meditations. It was 
not long before tlie bunker came in, lie already knew ot 
the king’s arrival, hut great was his astonishment and 
chagrin to see Frederick without shoes. He fell at his leet 
nnd begged him to pardon his wife. ‘^Why did your ma- 
ioaty not make yourself known?” he asked. <‘Muke mysel 
’known!” replied the king; ^^no, I took good care not to do 
that; for the king of Prii.ssia liimsolf would not have ex- 
empted me from this little ceremony.” Fredenck wa® 
right, The bunker’s wife was sent for. « What have you 
been about!” exclaimed her hufiband.; ^Hhio is the king of 
Prussia; (all at his majesty’s feet, and beg pardon for your 
rudeness.” lJ|)on my word,”’ said the lady, cannot 
it,— king or queen, it makes no diOercncc. * 

null off my own slmes, though the room belongs to mef ™ 
* 22 * 
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“Ami ymi nri! qiiilr right, »» rK,,li,Ml ihn goml-iinlnroil mon- 
'.iiTli, Hiiding, 11.1 Im liininl In tim Imnki'i-: “ Von mid lunv it 
i.Sjdir. I Iminv wnll nmnigli Ihiil it wii.i only |,y |„y tiomiili- 
iiiifin ami hy nroHnn'iiig my inangnilo thar 1 ^h(n‘l|tl snino 
i.h«! King nC Prua.iiu a htimiliiilion.” 

Dni iiig hi.i Hlay ill Ain.stcnliim, llm king wiahrdl to initc 
ii l)(il(^h pusty, whit'll Ik^ hint »Hpi^]u’n iifjiH pjiiiuuilm'ly 
(iXi'.nlliMil. llifi ('nni|ianioii wa.i (lini'.loil In ni ilcr inin iif llio 
lamllaily nf (lin Imn.sn in whii'h Ihi'V Inilgcd. On ihj.s iin. 
idiiaitinii, llm wninim ayt'd him witli a hmk nC .siinui aoii. 
liimjil fi'niii Imad In fnnl, and .laid: “ Widl, air, aa ya wimkl 
likn In <>al, a |iaal.y, havn yn llm innimy in pay l«r onu?~ 
do yn knnw lhat a |m,ily nosla ihirly gnildni'M?'" Ilallii as- 
iiiirnd llm gnnd wnniim ihid. hia rnnipaiiinii nniild naaily pay 
lhal Hiim, Ibr Im wiim a virliin.sn on llm llnlo, and hy iilayinB 
a I’nw hnm-H Im nniihl gnl pUmly oC iiimmy, Sim 'limn nil. 
(inirnd wliat a vii luoan wan. ihdhi nN[)lainr'd llm incatiiiig 
of Iho word, tind tuld hor that IIm^ alrniiju^or waN an oxoolicnt 
pmlnriimr on llm Ihiln, who wii.i liavnlling In makn inoiicy 
liy Ilia Inlniil. “Ohii! llmii I niiial Imur him,” Niiid llm him- 
Inin. Away .ilm pnnlnd In llm ninm wlmrn ilm king wn.i, 
and. Hailing hnlh arni.i a-kimlin, “ Sir,” aaid .ilm, <• an % nan 
pipa no cJavarly, will ya ju«l pipa a hil Inr iim?" At lids 
miaxpan.lad iiddiaHH, Ilia king wiih tukan ndlmr hy Miniiriso; 
hnl Unlhi laid him in a faw wnriln whal had pnn.iad, Frc. 
dariftit clmorfully Innli up llm flnla, and playad it. (nr hoiiui 
limo in liin hanl mivmiar, mi ihid. llm lanillady, dalighliid 
with llm parfnrm}mn.(>, wan ILsad In Lhii apol. VVhaii Im had 
aaaHiid, «lm Hiiid: “Sura aitnngh, Nir. ya aim iiipa niaaly and 
I "'"v PH go nnd iiiaka yon a pa-Hly.” 

Whila in AtiiHlardinn, Fradarin.k miniilaly iimpnaltul Iho 
doaic.yard, hai'lmiir, and nhip|iiiig, and llm priiin.ipid aollnn- 
tmiiH of pinliiraH in lhal oily. Whila viewing mm nf llinVo 
nollan.tioiiH, ha tnnk a liumy In n vary vahiiddn pialnro; hut 
Ilm owimr, a iinirchaiil, allar nlnaaly Mnriitiniziiig tlio king 
and Ilia anmpimion, niiid lhal limy vvaro nnt imoiila likely In 
inakn miah a piirahaHa iii a priao liaynnd what tho king of 
lolaiid and lha nmpn.rnr had dealiimd giving. “Good 
(|tai, Mind Ihdbi, angrily, •' might wa nnt hnva ii eommi.i- 
.sion loo?— Irom the king of rrtiii.iia, for iuHtmici!?” 'I’lm 
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Dutcliman now completely changed hla tone. << Heaven 
preserve said he, ^^from selling my picture to that 

atheist king! I will not contribute to the satisfaction of a 
man who disbelieves in God,” 

Provided with n snufl- coloured coat, with gold buttons, 
and a black wig, he left Amsterdam as a travelling musician, 
in the ordinary treckschuyt for Utrecht, in order lo enjoy 
the view of iho beautiful country-scats along the Vccht.~ 
Hg and his companion had a small cabin to tliemsclves. In 
the morning, wishing for more society, the king sent Ua)bi 
to reconnoitre and see if, among thc,otlicr |)nssongcrs, tliere 
was any one sunicionily civilized and intelligent to deserve 
an invitation lo breakfast, Palbi executed the commission, 
and brought back with him a young man of genteel man- 
ners, vvlu) oboerrully accepted the olfer of a breakfast. The 
party wore soon engaged in brisk conversation: at length 
the king began to question his guest concerning his coun- 
try, his family, and other personal particulars. Por some 
time the stranger continued to answer tlicse inquiries; but, 
as he saw no likelihood of an end to them, he hecamo im- 
patient and declared that he thought he had niiswcrcc) ques- 
tions enough in all conscience for a cut of a pasty. Not- 
withstanding this rebuke, Frederick was so pleased with his 
guest that at parting he begged to be furiiislmd with his 
address. This young man was named Lc Cal; he was a 
native of Switzerland and then an usher in a boarding- 
school. Throe months afterwards, Frederick invited him, 
not as an itinerant musicinn, but as a sovereign, to enter his 
service, but illness prevented Le Cat from accepting it— - 
After tlie battle of Leuthen the king renewed his overtures. 
Lo Cat joined him in 1758 at Breslau, was appointed hia 
reader instead of the abb6 do Prudes, and was upwards of 
twenty years about Ivis person, 

ThisTrij) to Holland is remarkable ns one of the very few 
opcasions on which Frederick visited a foreign country for 
tlio mere purpose of pleasure or curiosity. On iho 2dth of 
June ho reached Wesel onjiis return, and on tho 27th ar- 
rived in Potsdam. 

Colonel Balbi, the companion of the king in this tour, 
and who of course was ooo of the most ultimate of hisasso- 
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o.ialDS, was appointcil iit 17/i7 ilir corpa nrcuKiiKM-ra 

Afltri- Hut of Kolliii, liu vvuiil, .li.‘iii,ni.stul uh uiul.inann 
1.0 lilt) c.amp of tiu) tlultti til' Uirlirliiui, lu ill.spuM. |,i„, i,J 
poaati hy a prusciit of IdO.otHi ti.illnia. liiil>il(<-n'tl aa iho 
I'Voiic.h f.ourl was ui>aiu.sl. I‘'n'ilfnfli, llial (il.ji:,)| wax imt to' 
lu) aUaiiuul, luit l.lu) I'niaaian li'i'riiorii'.'i wun; Mparuil as niiu'li 
as luisfiililt), A rii-r Ihu liiiliin) ul' ihu „|' ( )||„liiz, Uniijj 
foil Jjil,o a lii'icf ili.«lt;iaw, lull was at-tain ailmii(t!il iuiu i||,j 
runnliar riiThMtl llh; kinij;. ^V||nl railin' ml vanml iu yi‘arN 
ho lioc.aino )iiissioiiii1.i'ly tMiainoiasI uf a yitiiiijf, lii'aiililiil, autj 
aroomplislital laily, wlui I'fipiitial his' ali'uftiun. llo’wns 

allimirotl It) siilioiii-il lliu kiiityM In liisinar- 

nai^ti, ^Vt)lll:nllk, iiuiiiiary to ,,, 1 )^ ri-luHi.a 

U, hill, iiiailo Halii'iral n-niacks al ilm pas.'iu.n uf so 

oltl a lovor, who was uhlitfiul lo lisl(!ii lu ilu-iii with palituii'r 
Olio tlay, al'lor Iho kio)); Iniil hi-uii Uuis iiululniiiu; liis 
oausUo huiiiuiir, Hit) ouuvorsaliuu loi'oi'il iipuii a sulijuttL to- 
flpooliiit!| vyliioli iho I’oluiu'l pussc.sst'il papers I'uiiiaiujuii' llii< 
most proi'.iso iiironoaliun. 'riie.su weru in his puekei.hiMili, 
No suoiuT hail lit! laktoi il, util ittul tipeiied it, tl,aii ihu kiiitj:! 
hall playfully, lai.l hohl of ii. Aluiti-, with Ihe piipers hi 
ipiostiiiii, Ihilhi hail in il. tMwonil loliers fruiu his kiil v-liivie 
ami, fonriiif!; Ii'.sl. the kiui;; iiiit!;hi fuitl iheiii aiiil mako uii- 
Hpaiiii}’; loiiuii'liM iiptiii (lioiii hihui'O ihit ouuipauv, ho su fu' 
li)r)!;ol. himself us Iti smikh Iho ptmkol.hut.k wiih ounsitli'f. 
(li)lo vohoim-noo IVum Hid hiiiiil uf iho muiiitroli. - 'J’lml is 
too Imti r oi'ioil JfmlofiDk aii{j;nlv, mitl, ipiiMiiit>; ihu lahlo 
rotiml It) an mljui raliiuoi. 'I’he Dumpanv hniku uii in 

»"'• Oalhi fur I'l riiiitr.l man, 

Moainvhilo, /nismi!;, wlm hail siiorfetl.Ml Kreiler.stlurf in his 

noil uDioi) Ilf ouiilitli-iilial vah l, duIdidiI Hid iiiniii 

to oarry Hiu kiiij^ his duUdo. 'I’ho out in- 

(urmoilhmiiil w hal,liai| liap|iDiiDi|,aml he,-ti,;tl him luMiliiiil 

pDi'ims.snm Hial. Im mi){|ii hut id muni .spnik lu liiii kitiii 

.nml mipluru (i.s i.ar.luiii fur lit) was tlDlurmiiietl lu Hm 

lirtrshul. Ill III.) tlutir likt) a .lu«, (ill Iho kinn slmiiM oiihor 
l..sl.Dn to him or spurn him Ir.m, il. /.oisinK pn.niiso.l to 

T"* "t'o >l>o VVitoii Im ha.l ro- 

poiilDtl llio (ti.lonDl swords, l•’^l!lI|jriDkHO()me(| lohi) Biiiiinscd 
*ml ortloro.! Hio flupphoimi m ho lulmiUD.I. Hulhi ll;row 


in 
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himself at the king’s feet « Sire/’ said he, “ I have grie- 
vously misbehaved ; hilt I acknowledge my fault with deep 
contrition. Hero is my pocket-book: it is just in the same 
slate as when I snatched it so rudely out of your hands. It 
contains nothing that can criminate me — nothing hut some 
letters from the lady to whom I am airianccd.” Frederick 
looked at the poekct-book,as though disposed lo ascertain the 
truth of the colonel’s asseveration, smiled, and returned it to 
him, saying; Well, well; all is forgiven and forgotten,” 
lie then ordered another cup to bo brought, and made the 
colonel lake coffee with him, which was an extraordinary 
tokcii of favour. In the evening, the king’s gnosis were 
aatonislied to find Halbi in Frederick’s upiirtinent ns usual: 
they marvelled at his impudence, and kept aloof from him. 
He stood by himself at the furlliest corner of the room, The 
king entered, and perceived the stale of the cafic at tiio (irst 
, glance. AValking straight to the colonel, he took him by 
the arm, led him to a window, and there conversed with 
him a considerable time, before ho turned to the other peiv 
sons. The circle of Frederick’s friends was diminished by 
Halbi’s death in 1779. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

Thr year.s of peace wore not wasted by Frederick in 
useless and idle plciusurcs; the hours passed in social enjoy*' 
ment were not subtracted from the time winch sliould have 
been devoted to the duties of government; hut hisallention 
was steadily direcied to the encouragement of those pur- 
suits wincli render a state strong anil nourishing; to the im** 
provoment of agriculture, manufaelurcs, arts, and commerce; 
and to the creation of a military force adequate lo any pro*^ 
bablo contingency. 

As Cicero considers nothing better, nothing more worthy 
of a free man, than the cultivation of llio soil, so Frederick 
regarded luishaiulmon as the most useful class of societ3^ 
His paternal care for this clasa was manifested in the many 



Im Ur wIiMjl, lu, |,r,.n,r|ii (illaj.,, n,loinz,.,i. J„ 

wi.u.1, iiiiii iiiiii „i,,i,i,iv,.(,.,i , III/’, hi J 

war: a, 1 . 1, IJki.ikIi |.„ ,va.s iVni.i lli. Ilr.sl nM.i,i...ii |li,V<:|'; 
«tilii.il.oM,s to allrio'.l. loroifiiiicr.s into ||ii. l•oll|l||•v, vi:l Ihc 
cpnclts III (ho (wo Silosiaii wars wiao not lavooiahli' to (lie 
itiaroaso o| (ho |io))iilaiioii. Hot, iho Miooooilior v.-aiH ol' 
p<:ar,o wcro aaai.luoo.sl v liovoloh (o tliia ohjort ; aiMi'ivo know 
fioni Iho work, sol Iho knic, that, only (roin 1 7 Hi to )7,'i(; 

-«() now vill!i)';o.s worn ororlo.l, |o I lor/ltonrV 

Htntomonifi, ho hnill. in iho conrso of Ihs who'lo roi|.,n iinwanls 
n I ( now villiifi,oH, tran.>i|ihinloil lo ihotn 'Ujjiiio (orcau-n 
aimho.H, or ahon(.:>|.-i, 011(1 .souls, ..xolnsivolv of iho o,M«h. 

kin.i (hoirowiMii. 

ly Knnl.loinon ami land .ownor.'i, Tor whioh I hoy ncoi vo,| IVoni 

llayVioX^ 

dorl'lr':. """"'''.V, l"’w •""I'linio iloos Fro. 

1 ; IImw Ilia now ohildron! Who,, llir 

vill','! '"i""'* ■‘'''"■^"■oroooiiijiloio.l.aml ihu 

to nf 'T'"''’ I'i- nn'iowin |5 

lowl , • "" Olio llio ininnto.Ml ,lolail.q 

w I • 0 '"•cw.-rs, ho lhanknl ihom 

1 ail (li.s|,la\ 0(1. Moanwiiilo a (i;roa[ nninhm' ol' iho c.lonisr't 
wl.oin ho luul snlllo.l thorn as.son.hlo.|. Th.ar . 

w ill i.VKh.i t Hijijn.s ol inward ronloni, .Iroonlly olad with 

m,,., i I I 
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I-'H Kmc RICK Tim great. 
claimed JuikI. t ^ .1 

rick, witli oao of liis acjirohlnn- Fi’cilc- 

do; hut siiioo I am a kino' I niustV^^ should think as you 
I» like rnanao,. tho kilt’s Z ^ 

0(1 to tiui inipi'ovcincnt of\'hQ l)rcells dii'eet- 

tions ofagi'iculturc. Frodoriok was ) li<?^r 
who thought of crossing iJio native Im./. i Ocrinany 

•Spanish merino. 'Z’hoiigh the /i,.«i ,uV 

owing to ignoranco of fho*'^^!^ I’l’ocliiccd no 
of tlio Spanish rams, the king was aoi div 
cured a second lot of tlmn^hofW n 
l lns example was indeed lost udou (he 
riwts, and the kiiur did nni ^ agWoiiJti^ 

towarduhe concIn.sion of his lifi.’ ivhtm 

llie minister llcinitz, ho allotled ili *’ ” r ^ P'’cj'osal of 

Lngliuid; and il woo no lanlt ofI'Vcdon.dt’ 

tills point wore not ri'aHvivI liii i « it Ins hopes on 

atage of life. '""Softer he Inul ip.itLcI the 

miilh(na7drees,''''aju/siJk^^^^^ for tlio cultivation of 

aiHl tho intro, Inclion of stalldeedine”';?,"’ f"*' 
gieen cro|)s lor maimre. 1|(. eonso/id.,! .1"’,?’ K'‘"'ving 
jy wowing llioni win, j)ine-.sc,al ami ‘e '‘!i •“ ’‘*‘‘”“’•^1 

Ijodgen. Ho ojicouram^d nil ^iudo.sin|if Uuun witii 

cossc>s; sent oxperiemmd wiim ’""I'"'*'-*' and pro- 

pense in l-higi, ,, I p jj„|. “ to travel at his cx- 

wkilfnl foreigners.!,) KnjKnMnl,M'i,r heVror^' '1^ ''”'''^‘•‘1 

convents ami rohgion.s iiunniallo , ’ : ' s-V' 'I’l'o 

inak(', nnprovonient.s in flw.iiw.w* ‘^do.sm woi-o ohhVod 
1 10 new-ele,!te,l ahh()(s^ m posse.ssion.s, „,ul 

llicy had promised to plant Viiu's l*y H'o king till 

i to .‘'ci)«i‘,uo In, ''1'“ 'fxi 


llic otliers, »n,l to imp,,,! «''C0]) 

I'lous edicts enioined th,. . , ■ 1 c«vv.s. y„i 

ac(!or,ling t,) on;., issued ii/ny/'iho'T ‘1*^ ''’“jt-ti’ocs, and, 
hortlercd with tlicm. ^ ^ I'lgli-roads were to bo 

g«vo co'u',;l'lil“,.i£ ‘ita'i'di ‘v?,‘d!"?"',‘ "1 ““ 
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ri()(iiniiil iiilnmiiirKt! 'viili HiiHiuhI »• <111' 'li'* 

lOlci’lor: bill., ii» h ffOiH'i’Hl iirtinl'i "• I'lml, il ('1111111 Vfry ulinvly 
iiilo list'.. Ii'riuliii'iclc WiHiiiiii 1., I" 'vlimn lliii imliiU. was 
(I iiiiw (Uiiliiiiiiitmiwi, iilMilit'il i(, in IIh' KiiiiMi.'ilriii'n of Uio, 
imtiiiiii'fi mill lliii dii'.lc ill 111 " I'lim iK’-. I'li'l (lii'vn llni liiisiiilal 
« pii'i'i! Ill' Krimii'l Ibi' il« t'lillivuliii". I’imli'iK "mii'»|ilo of 
lUMill'iH’.l.tli" kin}!;iil-li»"l‘'''l 'I'" |ll•''j'|'li'''•M'_l''•'>'llVl''''l "gi'insl 
il liy fm'i'.O) liiil' "'ill' l'’|■|'^l''l■i'•l« ilirw’loil 

liiH flVnrlH In Hi" fmii" 'iliji'"!- In IV'l.'i, almr Hi" (iionl 
(Idai'Hi, li" Miiil- a wii(!;iin-liiail of ihiIhIhi'm »» n pri'miiil lo 
Oollnii'fi;. All Hui jiitsstiKHiiiM iil' (.'HiiIi'iih "i'I'h "iilli'il to- 
l'•l',lllll^ III 111 " iii'W rniili mill tn lu'iir Ilin iiifilnii'.liiiiis 

Ibr its "iilliviitiiiii n.'iiil I" Hii'iii. Hiil. |i"ii|il" filiiHiU'il llio 
ji’it'l, mill 111 "iiiii'H" 'VIM'" mil jinrliiiiilm ly wu'i'i'shIiiI in il,i 
imwilliiit!; "iilliviiliim. 'I'lm Uiiin, ni'Vi'iHii'Inis, |•"lll:nU!ll 
his |n'"H"nl ill Hi". ri)llii'viii)j: yrui', mul smil mi nviM'.'iimi' nc- 
«umiil."il witli 111" iiimiiiKi'iiiiMil nf Hm rmil to ii.'mii-l in its 
culli viiliiiii* 'I'liiiH tliii jiiiiiiln s|ii'"iiil hill" 1^\ I 111 I iii|.’,li 1(1- 
iiUM’uiiiii, wlioii"" il WHS "iii'i'li'il liy tlm Swnili.'ili iniiiy lo 
llifiir iniiiiilry. In Silnhiiij S"|iiiiliri'iiiliirl» Hin iiiiiiihliirj liuil 
to iiiri'." il iijiiiii Hill |i""|il" ilin'iiic- Hi" ilisln'.wi'ii lu'i'ii.siomiil 
liy tlio s"V"ii V"iii'n’ will "i w'liil" Hi" ni’inliliniii iiij!; imrt.H of 
Jlolioiiiiii i'iM'"i\'"il il nun*" 'villiiitilyi unit I'lilli'il il. Ilmiii- 
liory, lli'miil"nliiiifi;"i',iilU'i' Hi" "ininliy I'lniii wliii'li il I'lini" 
to Hiiini. Al ii luliii' iinriiiil, llni ii"ii|ilii nl' llm N"'v Miii'li 
wei'o mil lo II" "oni|i"ll"(l Iml liy "viniiiml |iriii'i‘i*ii to llm 
(Milliviilion (if Hill I'oiil.lill Hni ilt'inlli in tlm yi ins IVTOiiiitl 
1771 pill mi "iiil lo ill" potiilii " III', mill nMiiti'i i il .«"i iiKttiK 
in v(!e.onini"inlnlion of Iliii iiHi'l'nl vi'^i'liilil" hiipi i'lliitinH. 

l''rt'.il"i'ick’fl fomInns.H I’lir iill Hi" (ioi'r horlh ol' Iriiil litid 11 
pninl iniliionc" on liorliiuillni'o. *riiii "t'li'linilt'il liiil-lioiiHOS 
ill PolHilmn I'liisiiil ninny provioiiHly iinkno«'ii hpi'tiiiis of 
IViiil, 'vliio.li |;inilutilly rmiml tlinir wiiy into piiviil" uni- 
In llii« nmnii"i’, Hi" inolon miH Hm pint'-iipplii Imvp 
griiilnnlly lioonniu morn "oniinon. 'I'lm iiinliiihsiiilorN itl fo- 
roigii I’.oni'ls woi'o i'"i|nii'"(l lo Inin.Minil jiliinlH lunl minds I" 
I III! kinji; niid li"lw""n Hm yniii'.'i I7tlll mni 1 770, uiiijoi’ //Cji;ii- 
Iill, in imi'liniiliii', fri!i|ii"nlly mnil fniin (tnnHliinliiiiiplt' lni'|!;« 
wliil" lig-trniiN of llniniisniiH, rin..li'i'i;K nml viinss ot ^llny|■llll, 
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fig-tvces from Tauria, ornngc-trccs of ilie best sorts^ seeds 
of the Aleppo walcr-mclonj and other similar articles. 

Ill 17d(), the Prussian monarchy was still in a state of 
infancy in regard to manufactures and industry. While 
manufactures iiad attained a high degree of perfection in 
England, France, Swilzerland, and even in many German 
states, for inslanec Saxony, Prussia was absolutely destitute 
of many and those winch did exist were inadcipiaie to the 
supply of (ho home consumption. > It was not only without 
such manufactures as produce objects of luxury, (or ox- 
ample, silks and velvets, crape and gauze, cotton, porcelain, 
mirrors, gold and silver leaf, watches, catgut, snulT, and 
establishments for wax-blcaching and sugar-boiling; but it 
lacked even many whoso productions Ijulong to the most 
necessary articles of life, such as manufactures of leather, 
iron, steel, needles, sail-cloths, metal buttons, starch, and 
paper. In many places Lliero was not a sulTiciont number 
of persons of diderent professions, such as lanncrs, soap- 
boilers, cutlers, dyers; nay, so extinct was the 8|)irit of on- 
.terprisc in Prussian subjects, that l)U8incsses requiring^ a 
capital of only a few hundred or a thousand dollars, for 
instance, (he making of common l.ohacco-pljics, marhlc and 
gold paper, wafers, vinegar, white lead, starch, corks, snuff- 
bo xes, found no speculators. The manufacturers vvho were 
in business had no notion of extending llicir concerns, 
'rims Frederick first directed the attention of the looking- 
glass manufacturers lo the making of packet mirrors, vvliich 
had an extensive sale; anil the glass-blowers to the jirudnc- 
tion of physic-phials.' 

Under these circumstances, if tlm king wished to animate 
his country by industry, he had no way left hut to stimulate 
juanuractures and trade by all possible moans, by premiums, 
gratuities, privileges, and advances of ready money, and 
thus to infuse new life into them. According to Jl{klon- 
heck, the Klectoral Mark alone received assistance in this 
way U) the amount of two millions and a half ol do liars 
between the years 17d0 and 1780; and the same writer 
gives a list of sevenly-onc estahlislunenis of different kinds 
wliicli were either foundotl liy Frederick or received assis- 
tance from him. Though it was not till alter the seven 
veil. n. — 
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yoiwM’ will* Hint. luiimirjMilnrrs ntiil indnslry (Inurinh^ 

ing, Hiill {\n\ roninhilion nninur |ini.s|ii ril y liiul Ih'iim liml id 
mi ourlim* pm'ioil. 

Iti Hhorl, wlH'rnvrr imlnstry imd fnuh^ \\v\v to \m sni. in 
niolinii hy (nH*ounifi;<njHnil» llu'n! ih‘\v MiMU'n',w wvw. n[joiHiil; 
mid nmdi wart (li(i iiicrnirtr in ihr |ii'n)i|M*i ily nf tlm rnniilry 
lluil,, witlionl. any lui^ninnliilinn of tin* tiiM's, mul rKriii.Mividy 
of ilio jH'otiuro of llio vi’vrniH'> wan iurroaMml hy 

ilollni'rt; wliiln at. Urn fiaijio tiino I ho pO|nilafinn ill 
all llio nroviiutt^s iiml rirton to livn inillions; (‘on.so<|iioiitlyj 
aw ilio Icini!; mhls in hia llialury of lln* siwro yoarw^ wiir^ 
^^winao nolliiii^ irt luoi (Hn'rlain ihuii that llio i)utiiht*r of wiih'> 
joairt conHlilutort tln^ wimIiIi of I lit! ,st:ih\ iiii|‘;tit Im 

aoiirtidortMl iwiao as rtlroni*; uh wiia in flo^ Inwt, ytairw of 
I ho roi|i;n of l‘‘nnlt!rirU Willlaui 1.'^ 

Aw 1.0 KnaloriokN inaximw' in rrp;mtl to tnuh'* many mipoi- 
fiaiat opinionH ami iM‘nHnn‘?i luivo horn pnajitul upon llunn. 
Owiiifi; to liirt nmamnt'W hir ihi* pi’mimlion td limiio niannfms 
turow, liirt rtywlom nnild lio no oIIhm* than that td' prohihitionw, 
At. lhal jinriod Ihia rtyaloin waa nnivt‘r."ul Ihnniyjiont (lor- 
many, In hirt doininion.w I'hodm'iok nuidt! im niulm'ial al- 
loratioiii imnady r«‘slrioiin|!; tin? iinpml i»r ain li niliolonas 
hirt ooimlry ii^df protlnootl ami immnfai'hn tah and tim ox- 
pori of Ihowo ooinimnlitioH from tho thdioionoy t>f whioli u 
sl.opna|';o of intonud tnido, nr a riwti in prirtMiml vahio, to 
Iho dolriinonl of tim oomnmnity at lar|;,o, u imhi havt! ariwon, 
'rhotifijii it. irt now-a-flayrt Dm fawhion tti promdi np pcrfoot 
froodom of triulo in workw on piditioal i-oonomy , wlill, in 
pnuiiHai, it, hart ovory whom iioon fonml t xpialimiUo ooii- 
liiino ooriain rortinoiiotiw infavtinrof doimv*ilio inuiniraotnrow, 
or to |irovonl othor inonnvmn<!nooH. 1 1 ia unfair ihoi ofoio 
t.o hlamo tho frroilt. hooanwo In^ waa imlmaal^ for iho 
ononnrni^oimmi of imlnwlry^ tlion in ila inlmioy, In piohihil 
many an artitdo of ooninioroo, iiml in oironmaoriho Iho ar- 
tivity of tlio mma'anlilo oliiwa, 

Knalorir.k, inonMivt!r, liko all llio poiitiral otmnoiniHls of 
Ida liinO) who (lolimal wiadth In ho tho pnswoasinn of wpiirio^ 
wart rttronjjrty wwayod hy iho hloa of a prolilahio halanoo of 
trado and Um nolioii that, imnoasinji; povorty nmat ho Iho 
nucoH.sary ro.snlt of tlio <dllux of apooio tVoin iho oonniry; 
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but whoever aceuaes him, more particularly on account of 
his later rimincial regulations, of avarice, seKishness, or fonch* 
ness for money, is unaccpialntcd with Frederick’s system 
of political economy^ vvith his Incessant efforts to promote 
the prosperity of the state by means of the revenues dcr 
rived from it; with the ,fftCt tliat, from 17(>:i to 17S3, lie 
distributed among his subjects forty millions of dollars in 
extraordinary donations. 

But it will be more to tbo purpose to show what Fre- 
derick did for the pi'omotion and encouriigement.of trade 
during the ten years of peace preceding 1756, than to enter 
into a discussion of principles and to carp at measurtxi 
adai>tcil to tlie times, and .the beneficial results of whicli It 
is impossible to deny. In the first place, he facilitated in- 
land iraflic by connecting the larger rivers l)y means of 
canals, such as the Finow and Phiuen canals, which have 
been already mentioned, the Tempjin canal for the conve}"- 
aucc of the produce nf .the IlckcnnarU to the capital, the 
Storkow canal, for supplying it vvilh Xuel,and the new Oder 
canal, originally made for draining the marshes near iliut 
river, but by which the whole Iralljc ui>on it is now carried 
on, the accumulation of sand having reudci^ed the ojd tn‘oi 
of the Oder minavigable. 

On the Baltic, the ])ort of Svvinemunde was foiUHlcd u\ 
lYdG, and in the succeeding years tlio liarliours on that ^sea 
wore put into good eondiliom Tlie tolls on inland navi- 
gation wore in various instances reduced, and the consc- 
/[ueucc was an extraordinar}^ increase in the tniHic ^carried 
/.)M between the diflerent provinces ol the kingdom. 

In 1750, there was estahllvshed at Kmdcn under FredOf- 
, rick’s proteclioii, an Asiatic OommerciaJ Oom|)any, which 
was authorized by charter to trade 'Uniler the Prussian Hag 
for fifteen ytiars. Tho cllorts of the .Great 10 lector to benefit 
his hereditary dominions, having an extent ofcoasl of nearly 
four lumdred miles along the Baltic, hy his support of an 
African Commercial Com)jany, had been gradually neu- 
tralized through the mipinoness of Ins successors, till, in 
1720, Frederick William h was induced hy the Dutch to 
dissolve that institution and to dispose of his African pos- 
sessions. The acquisition of lOast Friesland, with the ox- 
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cellent port of Emden, appeared a favourable opportimiLy 
for infusing new life into the maritime commerce of Prussia. 
In 1751, Frederick declared it a free port, and lie decreed, 
ill favour of the new joint-stock commercial company 
founded there that, “in case war should break out in Eu- 
rope, sooner or later, the capitals of the subjects of the bel- 
ligerent powers vested in this company should remain intact 
and neither be confiscated nor sequestrated.^^ In addition 
to the principal ob ject of the company, the trade with China, 
it was to equip vessels for the whale, herring, and cod fish- 
ery, to employ two small vessels for the tra/lic ujion the 
Elbe between Hamliurgh and Perlin, and to export pro- 
ductions of the country from Kdnigsberg. 

Among other privileges granted to the Emden company, 
it was authorized by its charter to arm in time of war against 
the king^s enemies and to retain all prizes; any conquests 
that it might make were declared its sole property; but, in 
case it should discover mines, it was required ‘Uo present 
the king with a gold crown weighing one hundred marks. 
As a mark of gold makes thirty-six ducats, such a crown 
would of course have been worth ^1800 of our money. 

The first ship sent out by this company was the King of 
Prussia, which sailed from Emden in February 1752, an<I 
it was on board this vessel that the Prussian flag first waved 
in the road of Canton in the . following August. She re- 
turned to Emden on the 6th of July 1753. Meanwhile a 
second ship, the Emden Castle, had sailed in September 
1752, for the same destination; in May 1754, she brought 
back a valuable cargo to East Friesland. The company's 
third ship performed the like voyage between December 
1753 and July 1755. The first two vessels had eacli made 
another voyage, when the war broke out and put a complete 
stop to the proceedings of the company. 

A second joint-stock company called the Royal African 
Commercial Company, founded in 1750 at Emden by a Mr. 
Stuart, likewise obtained various privileges, but could not 
cope with so powerful a rival. ,A third comj)any formed 
at Emden, and to which in January 1753 the king granted 
a charter to trade to the Ea.st Indies and Bengal for twenty 
years, lost in 1756 the first ship which it sent out, and 
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as wrecltecl through the fault other captain named 
» and the company itself was soon afterwards broken 
^fiequonceof the perils and confusion incident to 
Speculations of this nature undertaken by Prus- 
Gets had to contend with various difficulties, arising 
the want of markets for , their return cargoes, 
^ m the superior advantagoe enjoyed by the jnari- 
England, France, and Holland, owing to their 
» colonial possessions, wealth, and spirit of enter- 

'iclc moreover protected the commerce of his sub 
iTTiuch as possible by treaties with the maritime 
supported the system of neutrality in 1744 in the 
v’een England and France; and in 175?. concluded 
tton with the latter respecting the reciprocal com- 
: tween Prussia and that country, 

rcderick fostered and cherished the useful arts 
]>ossihle way, those which tend , to the polish and 
:nt of civilized life were not neglected. Imme 
rter his accession to Ihe throne, he set about the 
rxientofan Italian opera in the private theatre of 
o. The first opera performed tliere was Roclelinde> 
the Lombards, by Graun, in December 4741, 
lio arrival of the French company of actors, the 
^cilanging to the court performed plays themselves; 
3LS the Italian opera that always bad -the strongest 
for the Icing. He was fond ,of composing both 
fccl texts for the stage; the poems for the operas he 
elected himself; he frequently compo.sed tliem him- 
til on had them vcr'Sificdiby the Italian poet laureate, 
ally, he furnished the ideas for the music, for which 
>Of 3 cr did not thank him; and on tivis account Graun 
.thcr write church music than operas. For Key- 
iTiniTiagc in November I74t^, Frederick furnished 
y' in three acts, the School of the World, 
llj Farinclla and Laura were engaged as singers 
oyal opera; and in -1747, Joanna Astrua, a rival of 
and Salimbeni’s, was appointed, with a salary of 
lars. Among the dancers, Roland and the almost 
Jarbarina were most prominent. The latter had 
* 23 ^ 



un<l lunnssiMl wruhh liy In‘rar1/)ii Purls, 
IjontliM^nml Vc’IiIjm*, s1h» u|i|n’iin?il in Mt!)’tin in IV-M. 

Thn (^h;u*ms of lirr inn’Hun innl Ihn nrrutnpliHliinnilH nT lusr 
inhnl Inn* w Ihotuininl tnlnnrrrs; jiihI tin* kinrs; liiniHolf 

soiiHtUinns (lid linr llin honnnr lo .‘lUji nt Inn* innim? witli u 
Hinall MdiM!t ptu'ly'. Shn Innl n ‘mliuw id' (Ivi* llnmsiniil dol- 
liirs, Anunifi; lln^ nnj.'d ili‘vni«‘i| ni' Inn* jnlinii’in>i wjih hiiroii 
m\\ nf Uh^ rlianrrllnr, u man lif fUfViidii* aluUirnuml 
Kirnn^ihi win), \vln*m*vin' ?*ln^ wjifiln thunn*, pnn'nnal a|diu:a 
an olo.sn Inline m \\\> annM, Ain)thi?i' iiiuninniln of 

Inn'H, ilni Htni of a biuikin*, w<i,h muMintninnd tn cin llin sujiu:; 
and l.lins it, niniusinnidly huppninMi that tin* hvn wm^ 
la^Hidn nun anniltin*. ihiv, nviMiin}*;, ('iininji iina)j!;iinul Hint 
tin; fair ilanrtn* cask kiinlin* j!;liun‘<'M at liin rival than liiinHidk 
tnllaiuvil with jtndnnH ni|;r, In? hinliknily |:;raapnil liis puny 
urif^hhnnr, whili^ alisnrlaHl in tin; rnnlinnplatinn of iho la> 
li)V(n1 ohjnr.t, raiavd him in hia brawny urinn likn a ahihl, 
and llnnf.»; him nviti' tin; nndmaira npnn llin ain|>;n« Aa aiian 
aa llm ynnnf!; banki!tMMitild pirk liiuiatdC up, bn limpad U) 
t.lm front, uf llni nlaj^^i' tti apitln|i,i/n fur liia uin^xpiralvd iip- 
paiiriiinai ItnM'a, ** It ia imt iny fault/* aaid bi\ 1 waalhini; 
linrn by (InMmnnsidliir uf b‘|j;(itiun thnnu ji,** Willi tlnisa 
wtiiila, bn Imbbind away iH'biiul tlin win|j;?i,ainiihl llin langln 
inr of llui aptuMalura, 'I’bn pnirnniliiirt nxriti?il a |i;(mand 
aanaaUon, bni, tbn ptiblir, fullnwinp; thn tiMunplit of tlio 
kinf!;, nnnaimid (iniol, and llin )noionnannn wont on willi- 
out inUirmptiom 'J'In; nbanonllor Intard uf tbn airmnn- 
Hlinicc tho aitnin nvoninp;, NnKt ninrniu^!;, Iin diiivu to iho 
piducn and aidinilnd an andinnim, *‘Sirn,** aaiil liu, with trc- 
mnhntH v^iico, nomn aa a \\\mi unhappy fatlinr, dcnply 
nhagrinnd at llin iniHrondunt uf niy aun, who nummillcd 
l:iHt night in your maJnsly'H nnisonnu an unliagn. whhdi I 
darn ananinly vnninro to think uf» Smdi a viulaliun of ro- 
^*poct for yuiir nmji'Hty and nfiha‘(MH!y Inwarda tliu pidiHlird 
part of lh(; pidilio d(*.sorvi!« tho sovon^al n^pndmiiaiun; and 
t.lio only faviinr 1 bavo to iinploro of yutir niajoaly la nollo 
viail ftiiali a (lajjjrant (ninagri*H.‘iion upon ino, bnt to awanl 
oxom|)lary nnuiabniont to Ibo nilprit.** 'Plio king li/stoiiod 
(piiotly to him. ‘^Makn yiinrarlf nnilu raay, my (Inar 
()onc(?|i,” aaiil In;, in a lono of UiinlneaM^ ^‘bow ran you 
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help it? .But your wish .shall he granted. Pll seiul the 
hot-headed fellow to afortrc.ss, wliure he will Icani to behave 
b otter, Ooeceji thanked the king for \\\s gracious inten- 
tion, and went h(3mc with a lighter heart; but presently 
afterwards arrived, to hi.s utter astonishment, an order for 
the young counsellor of legation to set out immediately for 
Glogan, with the nppoinlnmiit of ])rivy-eonnselli>r of jus- 
tice. He afterwards married the fair Barbarinu, but the 
union was not a happy one: lliey were divorced in 1789, 
and the lady was created countess by the name of Cuini)a- 
nini. She boqneaihcd her estates in Silesia to a foundation 
for young ladies which still subsists, 

Anterior to the seven years* war, the king bought in pre- 
feroncii pictures by the masters of K ranee and the Nether- 
limds, es|)ecially Unhens and Vandyk: at a later period of 
life, be preferred the Italians, In fad, the whole gallery 
of Sans-Souci, whicdi was ordered to be built in 1755, con- 
tained only seven French lectures, and not one of the Ger- 
man school, among 17J3: the productions of Italians and 
Noth erl a rulers coiisiituterl the sta|d() of the col lectio lu Ju 
later years Frederick em|)loyed native artists. In tho early 
part of his reign, lie gave many commissions to Pesno, who 
produced the best portraits of the king. It is a sijigular 
fact Unit Frerlericic never sat to any artist, though lie fre- 
quently made presents of his portrait to friends, relatives, 
and foreign sovereigns, and also had il attached to gold 
snufl-boxes. PesniPs best pain|.ing of the king lias been 
engraved by Schmidt and Wille. , 

We havo seen that Frederick, at the ninnicnt of niounl- 
ing the lb rone, issued some imblo ordinances relative to tho 
adininislraliou orjiistice. He has expressed himself on va- 
rious occasions to this encet: tliat il hehooves the sovereign, 
agreeably to his vocation, to ho in the first place the magis- 
trate, in thenoxl the waridor; ihatlho mainUmunco of tho Jaws 
is the only motive which 5 ml need men to give tlicinselvea 
rukirs, because lliut ia the trno origin of sovereignty. 
Accordingly, liis attention was earnestly directed to tho 
iinprovoment of the administration of jusliec, as well as of 
every department of government. .Before his time, the 
sovereigns had hecn accustomed to inierforc, very often 
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cabinet orders are extant, by which ho * H* ii* 

complaints made immediately to him, nii<^ * 

•strongest displeasure at arbitrary decision*^ 
justice. The very few cases in which Im’ * ‘ 

this sacred principle are exceptions, which 
approved and even praised, His predoujiu*,^^ ^ ' 

do away with all party favour, to shorten sO* 

.gate punishments, But, conceiving that 
able to extirpate by individual orders and ' J' 

.abuses arising from chicanery, quirks, and tl t'* 
he proceeded in 174G to a complete roforni* , .. 

The distinguished lawyer whom the king ^ * * *1 .*1 
ed in this reform of Justice was the hlgh-chi< 
who was descended from an ancient family -!h 
who, as president of the ICanimergericht, 
tained projects of reformation, without heinf-^ 

.them into execution. He was al ways huflUjd ^ * V * h 
obstacles, so that he was nearly seventy ycNn*-^* ‘ 

•was in a position to realize his ideas, 
now laid before the patriotic chancellor eight » | 
the important undertaking, and, in SopteiidM*r 1 Vd' 
.fell to work with youthful enthusiasm, .lit* 
lassistance Jariges, counsellor of revision, unci 1 1 » ll 
of a year the » Project of the Codex Pridcn ic' 
cus,^^ according to which all processes and Hii i 
.finished in a year, was promulgated. 

That this innovation was fiir from hulii^ i*^r 
-every body, Frederick .was fated to learn fru mi < ? n 


A litigious nobleman of Pomerania wrote to 1 1 i i ii 
-could not live without law-suits, bccaime In*? Iim 
been accustomed to that sort of pastime. Am Ii h \ 
.keep a few of them on his hands, he hopeil l.liii t 
would not be. too strict in regard lo the now 
The evil which these regulations were intmul«:ii [ 
being greatest in Pomerania, and most suits piimlii 
^Cocceji commenced the reform in that j)r<ivinc 
tconsequence was that, in the first eight moulliM 
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suits were brougliL to « conclusion, aiul of the new ones 
none ol above a year’s standing remained undecided. Tliis 
signal success excited such interest throughout Germanv 
that .several princes .sent lawyers to IJerlin, to make them- 
huUm's with the ncjw .system. 

_ Tlie king gave the force of law to this work oniv ad 
tnUrtm as a project or sketch; becau.se he wished toL^ar 
the, lemarks o the states, the regencic.s, and scholars upon 
t, jaletiding then to make it the general law lor tlio whole 

rus.sian nionarch}^. Such Tuonilu, or remarks, wore 
actualiy iurmshod by several of the colleges, and a board of 
cyLsioji was lormed: hut, though its labours were continued 
til alter the seven years’ u-ar, the Codex revhm, ns it was 

calleil, never .saw the light. 

The .spirit which pcrvade.s the Codex Fridoricinmis may 
bc clearly inferred from the Idtii and 15th articles, wliich 
enjoin lie tribunals «to administer erpial and impartial 
justice to all men, without respect of per.sons, groat and 
small, ricli and poor, ns they expect to account for it beforo 
the just judgment-seat of God, tlint tlie sighs of widows, and 
orphans, ami other o))preased per.sons may not como upon 
tlieir heads and tlio.se of their children. Tlioy sliall not 
take the least notice of any rescripts, even though emanating 
Irom our calnnet, il there is in them anj’- tiling contrary to 
. le pulilic riglit, or il tlie .strict course of jiusticc is tlicrebv 
prevented or luterruptcd,” In another iilacc, Frederick, 
will) vyas ikstined to ho so often importuned to issue arhi- 
U’wry (IcaHion.s, dcnlarT^ hcifornhunil twery oro of lii.s orders, 
jy which Iho legal eonrso of jnsilee would ho changed, to 
1)0 HurrepUtioiis, null, and (.hereforc of no dfoct 

rofonn, tuv winch .h'rcdoriclc hud, as it were, 
prepared Iho pooplo by his essay «()n the Motives for 
introducing and al)()li.s|iing ].vavvH/M'e)atod to civil juslico 
only* In Silc.Hiti (he Huhsi.sting penal laws wore rolaincd, 
hut Ironi that country tlu’. ancient cruclt}^ was banished by 
the humane clemency of .Krederick^s government, 

^bn regulations relative to suits aiul j)roooHSos wero 
JutoiKkMl to bo followed by a gonoral body of law fomuUuI 
on reason and the institutions of the country. In 17d<) 
Oofjceji actu.ally published the first part of bis << Project of 
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the Corpus Juris Fridericiani/^ which contained the law 
relative to persons^ in three hooks: the second part, whicli 
appeared in 1751^ comprehended in eiglit books^ the law 
relaiing to things. The work was so fur from being satis- 
factory that only particular portions of it obtained tlie force 
of law. The king, nevertheless, lionoured the integrity^ 
the judgment, and the indefatigable activity of Ids wise 
chancellor in every possible way. On apj)ointing him to 
the chancellorship, he conferred on him llie order of the 
Black Eagle, created him a baron, gave him a fine estate 
in the ducliy of Cleves; sent him in 1748 the gold^ medal 
struck to commemorate the reform of just ice, with iho 
inscription Em end AT o Juiiej erected to liim after his 
death in 1755 a marble bust in the court of llic ICajn mer- 
ger icht, and mentioned him in the higliest terms in his 
printed works. His successor, Jariges, enjoyed the entire 
favour of his mastery but Frederick kept a vigilant eye 
upon the administration of justice, In 1750 he increased 
the punishment which Freudeiircieh, the highwayman was 
adjudged to suffer from two years^ to ten years’ labour at 
the fortifications; whereas in 1753 he mitigated the sentence 
of six years’ labour pronounced upon a poacher as wholly 
disproportionate, and at the same time impressed most 
, earnestly upon Bismark, minister of justice, the expediency 
;of a scrupulous adaptation of punishments to crimes. 

Iti externals Frederick permitted justice to retain many 
antiquated forms, Thus, agreeably to a rescript of March 
.30, 1751, advocates were, according to previous ordinances, 
.not allowed to appear before a court hut in black clothes 
and gown, In like manner, the Halsgoricht, as it was 
.called, sat ill several places during hiS reign, and lastly in 
Berlin, on the 15th of August 1786, in llic case of IKipner 
■the incendiary, of Landsberg on the Wartha. This Hals- 
.geriebt was properly speaking the last solemn act of a cri- 
minal process. It was originally the chief court of justice. 
It is held in the open air, the judges, dressed in black, sit- 
ting at a table covered with the same colour. An accuser 
comes forward; the culprit, whose sentence has been noti- 
fied to him in the prison, is again questioned, tliat lie may 
.ittill seeklo dofend .himself, |f he cgiffesscs bis guilt or is 
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(loc.larcd to 1)C c.onviRled, liis sentence is again read to him,, 
and the original is shown to the excentioncr, to whom the 
eriininal is delivered. The court is then dissolved, the 
chairs are tlirowii down, and the judge hreales his stall'. 

Hut still more striking, perhaps, than the c.a.scs ju.st mcn- 
tiomal, was tlie outlawry of John Henry Knatz,“a robber, 
who had l)een the terror of Mimlcn and its environs. This 
man, having escaped a .second lime from the fortress of 
Wesel, the regency (»f Minden proposed to the king for the 
safety of llits couhtry to declare lhi.s bold and clangorous 
villain an outlaw. Under' tho cirenmstiinces, Frederick liad 
no hesitation to order the chancellor to give the nciccssary 
directions; upon whic.h Coccoji, on Uus 2!)lh of Novemher 
1 7.12, dciclared Kaalz tho rohh’er and miirderur, a native of 
Schliis,selhi5rg, thirty odd years old, according to tho ciis-' 
lomary formula, “ banned and nnboniod, pul out of peace 
into iion-pcace, and his body and life placed like a bird in 
the air at the disposal of every one;” jcrohihitcid .all subjiiclS' 
to hold (unnmtinion with him, and on the cioiitrary permit”- 
terd (hmn, “ wherever they found him, to slay and put him 
(o dealh with inipimily.” In spite of this demincialion,. 
Ivualy, Inninteil for stivei-al years (.he vicinity of .Schliisscl- 
hurg, and Ihen (ixial his abode in a village of Oldenhurg, a 
few haignes from llremcn, where he elcKsed Ids life as a 
schoolmaster. 

I have ali'csidj' relateil in lluf proper jdaoe tliat one of 
Fnalerick’s first ordinancers, nay perlia|)S the very first llial. 
he issued; for it was dated the ltd of June 17'!(), decreed 
I he ahnlilinii of the torlure, 'I'he immediate oeeasion of 
this lueasuiM! is .said to Inivo been the following eircum- 
stimcc;. 

A )iuhlic house in Alexander Place, lleriiii, was kept by 
a childless widow, and the only per.son who lodged in it hes- 
■sides herself was a poor candidale cd' divinity, who csirned 
a Hcanly suhsisteoce by giving iii..<li'iicl.ioiis from morning 
till niglil to Ihe children of res|ieclnhlc citizens in the rndi- 
meiitsof Isiliii, geography, hi.sioiy, writing, and arithmetic. 
One morning, the widow did not make her appearance ns 
usual: lids excited alarm, and xvhen her chnniher door was 
opened, she was foimcl dead in her bed, A cord round her 
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m(\k l(‘fr no ilnulit llmi nlKi luiil When ll 

I’iiTiiiusliUHM^ was n!|>(H-l(.s! hi tin: aulhuril Irs, iminec 
ulc.ly siiNiinoiual lasluro llniin llit^ only Iixl^or of Uki d 
I'nasiMl, tin* raiuliilatf, tonxaniino liiMifi'iinl In li^arii wliolh 
hn aniiM |!,ivn iiuy iiirnriiialinii (Jial )nii!;!il Iciul to llui appr 
hnnsinn nl‘ l.lu‘ luunlrrrr. 

Hul. tin* munliiliiln-H mom was lorkiul (no, arnl lii^ was n 
In Im', iuiuid. In a low hours Im minriiml h» liis Indf^in 
I In was Iminmliahdy takmi linlom JihI|vS and l^Xlnnin( 
amuM'rninLi; (In^ nninlm\ I In dmdiimd (hat hn nmild ir 
|.';ivn (hn hsisl. inrormalion on Ihn Miihj(*t‘l, as hn had ni 
hnnn al. Iiomn all nii';hL Uniii^ asKtsI whom In^ had ])\m[ 
l.hn ni^i;hi, In^ I’npliml that on llin prm’ndini!; day In^ had pa 
n visil. 1.0 a csmiUry nlrrp;yruan sonin |(Jrroiaij’| inih's fro: 
llnrlin, ami hdl him in (hn nvmiin|.'; inlmidiiip; hi hiHmf 
in |»;ood limn; lm(. lhal. hn had niis?aul his way in Mm dm 
and hmm cihli^isl (o pass Min ni^d^ in flin rmlils, lh'in|i;ui 
ahin hi iMl’nish any sidislanlory nvidmos! ns (o (Im pla( 
whom lids ha|ipniMsl^ hn was snspnnh*d ol' (he mnnh’r, ail 
iinmndiahdy apprnhnmhsl and ammard of ihn dmid. I] 
dnniiid il. Ilrrnly, ^ iNo rn^ard was paid (o Mils, and Ihn In 
him was applind in ordnr lo lomn a imnlnssiom At, (Iji^ Hr 
<ln^rn<s ovnmonin hy (In* a.a;ony, ho hi‘u;^r|.d to hn sjmns 
and anknowlni^h'd lhal hn was Ihn innrdnrni\ 

'rim n*port of thnsn ninmmstuin'ns soon sprnad ovnr il 
wlmln idly. All who know Ihn nandidalo ns a (nai'lmr lif 
a ii^mal, miJjaril (hr him, on amount of his irn‘pmanhahln mi 
ilmd, Ids |i;nnMn nmmmiH, and Ids allnntioiiatn Irnnlnmnli 
Ida pupils, 'rimy worn i|niM^ aslonndnd. M’liny dmino 
1dm alisnluhdy iiicapahln of simh a <‘iinin» ami insidvd I 
smid lulcpnialion hi (Nmmdi, who was Ihnn ndnislnr nr jit 
tiim, lo rnprnsnnl (o him dial, it wan nMmimdy pnjl}n1)|( 
^aoiisidindn^ Uin, nnitupnaiduddn idianmlnr whinirUm nnid 
(lain had niaintaiimd all Ids lil'n, lhal, tiin nonrnssion had nnl 
hmm wning iVom him liy tlm jKin^n of Uin hirtnm, and Ihj 
it. was not lonmlml on Inith, (hmnnji |j^avo a patimit. Iiinn 
int^jto Mm dopiitins, and diHrnisNt'd timm wilh Mn* assmimi? 
Unit timir Idnis shonid Im ailnndiMl In. Hn did not sin 
iIm'Ii*; hut iminndiahdy opilmnd all itm doimmnrils rnlnliv 
hi llm imirdnr ami to llm (^Kaiidnaiions of Ihn cundidaln t 
Im Mint to him. 
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On an attentive perusal, he found that no proper inquiry 
had yet been made to ascertain whether the widow might 
not have strangled herself. To this end he gave directions 
lor an examination of the corpse, which, according to the 
practice then prevailing, had not been touched. The exe- 
cutioner of Berlin was ordered to attend this examination, 
that he might give his opinion respecting the strangling. 
He ronmrked that the knot upon the cord was a professional 
one. Cocceji wa.s struck by this expression. He sent for 
the man, and asked him what he meant by the word pro- 
Jessional, “It is a particular way,’’ said he, “that we 
have of tying a knot upon a cord, when we have to hang a 
thief, to put him the sooner out of his misery.” — “ Is there 
then any particular art in it?” asked Cocceji. “Certainly 
not, rejoined the executioner, “ but it is a knack which is 
known only to those who belong to the profession.” 

On due consideration of this circumstance, the minister 
directed inquiry to be made whether executioners from 
other places or their assistants had been in Berlin about 
that time. ^ It was soon ascertained that two assistants of 
the executioner of Spandati had come to Berlin, in the 
evening of the day before the discovery of the murder. 
Ihey were own brothers of the deceased. He ordered 
them to he apprehended, and they confessed the fact. They 
had strangled their sister that, as her next heirs, they might 
obtain possession of her property. 

^ We are told that when Cocceji reported this case to the 
king, It made such an impression upon him, that he imme- 
diately is.sued the ordinance strictly forbidding the applica- 
tion of the torture. It may be well to add that the authen- 
(icity of this story, though admitted by most writers, is 
doubted by some; but, as it appears to me to involve no 
improbability or inconsistency, I have thought it right to 
lay it before the reader. 


CHAPTER XXV. 

During these years of peace, Frederick was too sagacious 
a politician to neglect the means of increasing his military 
VOL. ir, — 24 
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wUTU|>;lti. 'I'ho army, iuip;nH;Dl(Ml Id nuiD, was im- 

provml aiul IraiiUMl lo Ihc stain of <lisci|)liiin; foi*. 

IrnsHos wnnj bnilL imti rnpainnl; idmI amptn Htums nf nil 
Iho mnnitlDiis of war w<irn prijvitlnd. I'lm wisdom of lhasn 
prnnantionH l)(?namn uuMaMiml moin mimiH:?ii, Whib* tlin 
kinp; was daily iidusiiijL^ (Vosli lifo into all Mm proviiKsis of 
Ihk doniinioDH, ami antmirinp; lor hm lin Mm a|i|)ollalioti of 
iho OnrnjuD Atlmns, Maria 'riuu'i\Ha, oti Imr |mrt, was also 
cm(!!;ugnd in works worthy of a ^i;n*al Mormid)*;!!. A now 
impidsn was f.«;ivni to tlm* dnvnli)j>rmM»t. of tlin inililltry 
fortm of yVnslria, ami, U) imparl liarnmiiy to Mnt wlioln (uh 
minislraliim, ncMml. Kamiitz was plannd at Mn; Imad of i|. in 
17-^'k 'riiis oxtrnordinary man nondorlml iml oiily all dm 
forni^ii |tnlilinat alliiirs of‘Mi(i Anstrijiii i'alihmi, lifl Mm pu- 
rintl o( Urn k'nnmli rmndnlion, hiil had an tspnd inlliitaum 
over llm ininrnal oonnoniH <d’ Mm iimnarnliy; m dial llio 
omprnss Imnadl adopt (?d Ids im?aHnrnH soimninms against Imr 
own wisiU's and (univinlions. hi rngaid to Piaissia Ihc 
vinwH of Imth (^xanMy ro!imi<h‘d, hong Imlorn lio was 
plunod at llm Imad fif llm nidiiimh tim idforts of Kannily:' 
liad hnnn nxnrlml tor Mm injury of Prussia. Maria 'rinomsa 
(!onhl not lorgnl Sil(*.sla, whiah was so prosprriins mulor 
ilm imw srnplrn. 'Tlio Irnalins cd’ lliolin and Drcsdoti 
wnro tmly a nompnlsory armistitus and slit^ Inipcsl hy rimanH 
of imworlnl alliaiums In nmonqnm’ Mm lust provhmn. Nay, 
her nndnavonrs, sopportnd hy Idngland, d{!lay(‘il Mm gtia- 
runlntf of tlm Irnaly of Hnriin hy llm minrl of Si. INjiars- 
bnrg, am) no sooimr was a gnimral pnaro romdodrd al Aix 
la Ohapnilo than she mudn ovitrliiros to hlomhdi llm Froiiah 
amhassuilor in Vionoa, hi whirh, liownvm', Mm r.oiirl of 
Frannn, udiinriiig lo ita old polilinal Hyslnm, and ladng pii- 
cilundty dispo.snd, woohl not lisinn; it (n*mi dralimal llm 
olfnr ol PtaiKho’s ami Hrahanl, inado liy llm I foiiso of I labs- 
Imrg, it it Wiinld pn!\Mdl upon Prussia to nmln Sildsin, 
Hill whnn, in Dnaornhio' I7d0, Mm mari|oi,H dM laolofort 
was sont as uinhassatlor lo Viniimi, and Kaoidl/ lo Paris, a 
dosnr aonimxion toid; phmn 1ml wmm llm. twonnorls. Tim 
manpMsn tin Pooipadoor, llm. prtilligaUi and liimnlioos mis- 
Iross ol holds .XV',, was guiimtl, and lliings worn an iispoct 
most lavoundilo to tIm views of the Austrian uahiimt. 
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It is probable that Frederick, had he been so disposed, 
might himself have won the cabinet of Versailles; for in 
1750, when Voltaire came to Potsdam, he brought wiih 
him the most 11a tiering iiomago from the all-powerful mis* 
tress of hLs sovereign, « I don't know her ” was the reply 
of the philosopher of Sana-Souci; this is not the country 
of the j^ingam.^' Baron .Knyphausen, the Prussian ambas- 
sador, was the only diplomatist, who, by command of his 
master, never visited the marquise. Very diflerent was 
the conduct of the court of Vienna. Maria Theresa de- 
meaned herself so lar as to write to the favourite with her 
Own hand; to call her princess'^ and cousin/^ nay oven 
her ‘Mlear sister'^ — for the object was Silesia, revenge 
upon the most dangerous of her enemies;.— and these flat- 
teries had the desired cfl'eet. The influence of Prussia 
vvith the French cabinet gradually declined; and Louis 
XV. was gratified by tiic prospect of humbling Frederick, 
unci controlling, jointly with Austria, the dcsliiiics of Eu- 
rope. It must be confessed that the great king, in the 
feeling of ins personal superiority, paid loo little regard to 
circumstances that might have been advantageous to him: 
in conversation, in letters, in poems, nay even in diplo- 
matic correspondence, he gave (roe scope to his sarcasins; 
he every where pronounced, as a servant of that Muse who 
sits in judgment on the world, condcmination upon bad 
princes and their assistants. For LouivS XV. he had such 
a lliorough contempt that ho usod to divide his reign, in 
reference to his three principal mislrcsHcs, into Cotillon 1, 
2, and Ih No wonder that the heretic king becamo an ob- 
ject of detestation on the hanks of the Seine, 

Elizabeth, empress of Russia, liad likewise a personal 
antipathy to the Prussian monarch. He had warned her 
IM'odoccssor, the empress Anno, against the designs of 
Elizabeth, who soon afterwards actually hurled the former 
from the throne. But this was not I ho only cause of ofTcnco 
given by Frederick to the latter, whose enmity was roused 
in a still greater degree by the satirical remarks in which 
he indulged on her licentious intrigues, The king had a 
very handsome hussar among the imnicdiaio attendants on 
hi« person. One day, this nit^n entered hia apartment 
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wliild VrctUiriok wuh convcnioK witli u KroiMili gtinlliiniiiii. 

<< Tliul,” H»i«l (Ihi Uinn jiMioHoly, " i» llm ImmlHoincHl, liillow 
ill my tlomiiiinimi ! ;mi |'«n»|i: I" «•'"'> «« amlmN^mloi' 

Ui Un.HJiiii.” ’I'lu) aoiirlfi nl' Austrin uml Siixony look j'imhI 
oiiro tliiil Old cmpvdfiH .shoiilil tio iolonodil ol siirli iiuIIIks, 
mill Mid Iidvcr Ibinol llioin, Mostu.-lior, llio I'liiinddllor, 
vv«H nil iiivotoriild diidinv ol' l''|•^'.tll'viok'n, nml il wnw ho who 
lii'iHiiOil Mmul in M«y ivKI llm |■.•lll;ll■killll(•. Urnly lirlwci.-u 
Old iai|ii!i'i»l dOiii tH of UiiHMiii Mini lo'i iouiiy. 'I'hnl ll•>■llly, 
condliulod only I'voiily Mdokn nl'ii'r tho imudo of Drosili'it, 
iiiininl nliiolhiiij!; lonn llmii llm iillor ili'slioclioii ol I'lcild. 
riiilc mill Old I’l'ii.ifiimi iiioniirnliy. ’I'lm loni lli sirti t niliolo 
dxiirdfiHlv Miiinlnldil lliiil. in I’linn l''|■dll^M•idU nhoiilii nlhiok 

AiiHliiiij’olmnl, or UiiMfiiii. Mnriii 'riirirnii not only 

hnvd II nkhl hi mmvnr Siloniii, lint llnil nlio nlionhl ho iiH- 
HiHloil liy ti(>,hO(i UuMHiiin mixilinnon. In llio |iooin;i o( Old 
kiiii!, or’t’riiHMia, HoHlnolidf in tloHorihoil mi ono. of iho inoMt 

nlroftinnn villiiins; I nil hin nilaoks on llio niiiii;.h'r iirii 

coniildil with llio movoii-mI roionrkH on HiiMiiin iin.l Oio inn- 
|)rd)i(i luri-fidir. Ilonoo Kmniih/. fonnil it ini oimy tii«k to 
hrini' llio I'.nmi of I’oloiNhin j' inlo IiIm viowm; iiinj h'loilo- 
link, wild wiiH II Mhiii|i.ninlihMl |iolilioitin, iiiinlil oiiiily foiti. 
Hdo Old (MiniHO which Ihoso f'lout |joworH wmilil (miHim 
whon<JVor wlorn* hIhmjIiI ImivhI, 

1 lo InmHoir oonlil \\\m\ litlln ai<l. Spuin 

w»H ultuoliotl 1(1 I'nuHKN Si(X(M(y lo Aonlriu. 

AuirnfiUirt mM not, lomiil tl»o Dnt.silonj lio (onl 

luo inlinHUo’ (MMiiil Hri^hl loi’nn licturo h striloiinuf 

iho (louiilorpini to Kli/uliolh nnd lirHimilM‘ 1 . Ihilinoh lon|j| 
mink in u inorlut hnhav^y, look no pinl in tln^ puliliaul 
uHau'H of Knmim; Iml Swmlon, l)io tin\m of whirh wmj 
fnvonmhiy (tiapnm’d lowuvdH iho inonairlh wonUl 

fain havo inrnmmal lior pnano.-iHioiifi in Poiooiania. Don- 
inavlc wartimnton rioacci h^l wliiil Winihl liappon. Ilollainh 
aiiun^ Iho ol tlio aluchliohloi*, Wiliiato I Vm in 
wan (if liUlo inipnrlainun Poi tn^ah aa Uni HaitHlilo •»! luitat 
Hriluin, pnmnal lior (unirms innl waa inmnnlng llnj 
parlial (loNlnialion of Imm' (mpilnl, T\m Swinn \vv\v> aalialiod 
wiih llio InniolM won in Iho ^ohlon a^o of ihoii* I'ojiuliiio,; 
and from llaly innlhor fi;ood nor harm could ho oxporJcd. 
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Of the minor princes of Germany, several, besides Saxony, 
were influenced by Austria; some few were closely con- 
nected with Prussia; others, bought by English gold, were 
fnvonrabie to the court of Berlin, when the British cabinet 
thought fit to espouse Frederick's cause. 

Thus the political horizon of Europe became more and 
more overcast. Meanwhile, the ultimate decision of the 
approaching severe contest proceeded from llie new world, 
for which the seven years’ war produced incalculable re- 
sults, The peace of Aix la Chapelle, which reconciled the 
houses of Ilahshurg and Bourbon, left undecided claims 
between Prance and England beyond the Atlantic. Nova 
Scotia had been ceded by the peace of Utrecht to England; 
ita boundaries were a disputed point; so were those of 
On Hilda, which the court of Versailles wished to connect 
with Louisiana. To this end Prance erected forts on the 
Ohio. Those seemed to threaten the safety of the English 
colonies, especially Virginia. The plenipotentiaries of both 
powers had been striving for years to settle these differences, 
but in vain. The English then resolved to right themselves; 
and in June 1755 admiral Boscawen took two French 
ships of the line off Newfoundland. This was the com- 
mencement of hostilities between France and England, the 
spark, which kindled the seven years war in Germany. 

The treaty of Prussia with France was to expire in June 
I75fl. The king made proposals through baron Knyphau- 
son, for a new, alliance against England. D’Argenson, 
minister at war, and some other influential persons were in 
favour of the measure, and the duke do Nivernois was ap- 
pointed in July 1765,as ambassador extraordinary to Berlin. 
« The king of France,^’ says Voltaire, anxious to concili- 
nlo Fredenck, sent to him the duke de Nivernois, a man of 
talent, and who himself wrote pretty verses.^ The embassy 
of a duke and peer, as well as a poet, would, it was thought, 
iliitter the vanity and the taste of Frederick, But the latter 
laughed at the king of France; signed his treaty lyith Eng^ 
land, the very day the ambassador arrived in Berlin, played 
off with groat civility the duke and peer, and wrote an epu 

gram against the poet.^^ -rr • • 

Thc.se few lines show in a striking manner how VoltAl^e 

24 * 



in uU liiH wrilinn-H WiiH iniuiHMimlly nl nlli'nl, mid 

Imw vni'iinlliiSH lus wis tii' Inilii nvoii in nuUni'H nl' liifilmy; 
lor Uin iiuil, is llinl, lllom!;li llm «liiUr <li.l not sol ool. on liis 
mission l.ill llonotulmr, llio Irosty Im-Iw.'oo I'nissiii ;onl 
Iimtl WHS not. sinnod in l.omlon boloro llio Kitli itl' .liiimmy 
I7fi(i. 'I’lii! nililirnlion of lliis tirsly, ioilood, m riynl in Uci- 

lindni-inKil''"'''**'''*' ('’|•|' 0 (•l^nlldl;^ss;^^lo|•ill I lint oily. 

lln Imd liocn insirnr.lisl l»y liisr.ourl In inslinul*! Iho kinn; In 
llin inviision ol llsnovoi' liy llio nllor ol llio WomI. Iiidiii 
islntid oi' 'l'oliiif;;n, llion » dosoil. l■’^rllonolv sinilo<l nl llils 
oxlrnoi'diimry olliT, mnl voi|noslod llio itiiUo lo lindi oiil lor 
Honio porson lillor llnm lio was lo ho )'ovornoi' ol Hnruluria, 
llo ooiirlndod liy sliowiiin liiin liisln aiy willi Kll^l;l!nld, ami 
Nivnrnois wns liioroiipioi rondlod. 

Ily lliis Iroalv ll"' Iwo powors nnilnnlly (!;n‘"i"d''''' li>*' 
iiilo^rily o! oiirli ollior’s dmoinions, and ooKaW'd not In mil- 
lin’ any roi’oinii inililiiry roiro. lo onlor (lorniany. 't'*' 
ond, ((roiil lh’ilaiii had, in Iho niiddio of llio yoar I V'i'i, i nn- 
o.lndod mihsidim y tl•l.■lllios with I h'sso I’assol and sotno of Iho 
iiiinni' prinoos ol I lorniany. hrodoriolt hopod, moiooior. 

Dial iho oloso I llio Hrilisli raliiiiol. with Hiinsia 

Hiiiilil li<’o|i tho lallor from jnininy, his onomh’s; hot in Ihis 
oxpcolidion ho was disapnoiiilod. Ihivoii In llio iiooossily 
lif a doi’isinii hy llio hhiniish ropris.ds, iho fn.sl fm inal onn- 
rorniiCCM worn iiohl nli Iho y*d ol Soploiolior I /-'i "• at Ihi- 
hiolo, llio, oomiliy «oal of Ilio mari|iii'io do I’oiopiidoiir ; and 
llui iiiUirosl. of Anslriii, supporli'd liy Iho mislroMs, ooiinl 
Hlaliriniihorp^, mid roiiiil do ilornis, oulwoiti,liod I hat, ol 
PrnsHiii. On llio Isl cd' May I V.'Hi, a dooldo Irouly 'Vas onn- 
(dndnd nl Vorsiiillos hoi woon iMaiioo and Aiislria, »li|nilaliii(r, 
iioiilridily ill tho (puni'ol with Knuland oonoornini.^ .ynori- 
oa, and iniiliial |iniiianto,o and dolonoo. np,aiiinl hoalilo in- 
viisioiiH, 

'I’liis (Jiillmlio loiip;nr ipyiinsl tho I'roloslaiil oaiisod y,i'i al 
lojoicinii; in I’m is, whioli was tonowod whoii do la IlidiS' 
.so'nifii'O I'oih'd llio Knulisli admiral Myii|j, mi llio yiMh ol 
May in Iho soioliultl olf Minorrii, and llio dnlto of lliolio” 
lion, n fow diiys aflorwaiils, rodiirod llial. island, ihil ihis 
war proihiood an iilmosl imintorrnpiod sorios nl disiisiois mid 
liiiinilialions for l''raooo, ani'ioonlod tho hiirdon of hor tiold) 
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and urged on that memorablo revolution, which brought 
inexpressible misery upon the Bourbons and upon the chil- 
dren of the empress queen herself, and at the end of which 
we have perhaps not yet arrived. Such was the tendency 
of that league of the great powers against the Prussian mo- 
narch; and its interest is heightened by the levity with 
which the marquise cle Pompadour revealed her almost pro- 
phetic anticipations of the distant storm, when, in the intoxi- 
cation of her momentary prosperity, she replied to all the 
apprehensions expressed relative to the future: matterl 

after us the deluge!*’ 

When .Maria Theresa was informed of the treaty con- 
cluded by Frederick with Great Britain, she would fain 
liave made it appear that Austria had furnished no occasion 
for that measure. It is not^,” said she to Keitli, the 
English ambassador, who have abandoned the old system, 
but your court has at once abandoned the system and me, 
in concluding a treaty with the Icing, of Prussia. The 
news of that treaty came upon me like a stroke of apo- 
plexy.” 

It has been contended that the object of Austria was to 
excite Frederick by threats to commence hostilities, that 
Russia and France might be bound to fdrnish the succours 
stipulated by treaty, and that Frederick might raise new 
enemies against himself among the German princes. If this 
really was the object of Austria, her proceedings and those 
of her allies were well calculated to accomplish it, though 
neither Russia nor France needed any fresh motive to a 
voluntary participation In the war against Frederick. The 
Russians were assembling a force of 100,000 men in Livonia, 
near the I’russian frontiers; while Austria was collecting an 
army of 80,000 in Bohemia and Moravia, slrengthening the 
regiments, drawing a cordon round Silesia, and marking out 
camps close to the borders of tlie Prussian portion of that 
province. Tlie ostenlalion with which these preparations 
were carried on not only bespoke a confidence in the suc- 
cess of matured plans, bqt also a wish to provoke Frederick 
to strike the first blow. The public papers detailed all the 
circumstances of the new armaments, and spoke of the loans 
to lie contracted by Austria, if the savings of the past years 
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of peace slioukl prove inadequate to defray tho expense, — 
Kaunitz held frequent conferences with Neipperg, Hrowne, 
and Piccolomini, generals of liigh reputation, tho second of 
whom was already appointed to command the troops in 
JJohcniia and the third those in Moravia j while Nadnsdy 
was charged to guard the pass of .fublunha. 

It was hut natural that Frederick should arm against pre- 
parations so openly made, and the object of which could not 
be doubted. But it is remarkable that the rc-cnforceinent of 
tho troops in Pomerania, which could only ho intended for 
security against Russia, siioukl be alleged by Austria as a 
pretext and justification of her armaments in Italy, Uiiiigary, 
Bohemia, and Moravia. Frederick indeed reepured neither 
a long lime, nor any extraordinary cllbrls, to got ins troops 
in readiness. With wise foresight he had during the peace 
employed his surplus revenues in completing and improving 
his army, and could take the field at any moment witli his 
higlily disciplined and courageous troojis, 

England, ineanwliile, recommended caution and forbear- 
ance from every thing that could furnish Austria with a 
))retoxt for continuing her armaments. But Frederick had 
long been in possession of ibc secrets of hivS enemies j ho 
knew what he had to fear, and that ho had noUiing to hope. 
Monzel, secretary to the cabinet of Dresden, bad been bribed 
by Maltzahn, tho Prussian envoy at; tho court of Saxony, 
and furnished him with eojiics of tho notes and dcHj)alohes 
of the ambassadors, by moans of a key made in Berlin to 
the chest in which those papers were deposited/ '.I'ho 
secretary of the Austrian ambassador in Berlin also betrayotl 
important documents^ and Wolkow, tho Russian counsellor 
of state, faithfully reported to tho grand-duko Peter nil the 
plans and' resolutions of the privy council, which that en- 
thusiastic admirer of Frederick punctually transmitted to 
Berlin, The two imperial courts had lirmly resolved, in 
the spring of 1750, to make a joint attack; but, as the court 

* Mcnzol ftflorwiirds went to Wntflaw in llio retinue of Icing Augiistufl 
III. When hid ti'««chov3( was diBOoverod, ho lied, v/m triUen lit Preipio, 
fttid at first Bimt up iit IJriiiin. Ilo wuh removed in 17(UJ to the forlrttHB 
of KoUigslein in Hsxony, loaded with olminfl, but subfloauonlly kept 
thero in less severe coiifuie men t till his doatli in 170G, at the ngo of 70. 
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of Petersburg was in want of recruits, seamen and maga- 
zines, it liacl been agreed to wait till the following year, 
When, tlierefore, Sir Andrew Mitchell, the ambassador 
sent oil occasion of the new alliance by the court of St. James\s 
to that of Berlin, had his first audience of Frederick on the 
13th of IVlay 175G, and, in confident reliance on his treaty 
with Russia, expressed his doubts of a continental war under 
the idea tliat Austria would not be a match for Russia, 
England, and Prussia, whom he conceived to be leagued 
together, the king, who was more intimately acquainted 
with the state of political affairs, might well ask and repeat 
the question ; « Are you quite sure of the Russians?” Still 
ho had no idea that a rupture was so near at hand. ^'No- 
thing will be done this year,^’ he observed, for that I can 
pledge my life; hut I presume not to say what may take 
place in tho next,^-* Mitchell in his despatch to his court, re- 
marks, From the doubts and mistrust which the king mani^ 
Tested i n his repeated questions concerning our relations with 
Russia, I suspect that he has received accounts from that 
quarter which represent them as less favourable than I had; 
reason to consider them when I left England.'^ • 

It was not long before the British court perceived that it 
had notUing to hope from Russia, unless it needed assistance 
against Frederick. On the 22nd of June, the king demanded 
of the ainbassador an explicit declaration of what England 
meant to do for him. « Although, said he, have en- 
tered into no new treaty, on account of the new circum- 
stances in which I am placed, I rely upon the good faith of 
the king of England and his efficient assistance, pQ nothingi 
hut iny alliance with him has plunged me into this danger.” 
On tho Oih of July, the British ministers declared their rea-1 
diness to co nclude a treaty of mutual defence, without taking 
any stei>.s iii ])roof of that disposition; and they still doubted 
the speedy commencement of hostilities, of which Frederick 
felt inci’easing apprehensions. But as tidings tof redoubled 
preparations for war on all sides reached Prussia, and the 
king began, towards the end of July, to think that it would 
be better to anticipate the designs of his enemies, tho caiH 
tioua 13 ritii 3 h diplomatist prevailed upon him firi^t to call 
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u|)tm ilu^ coin i of Vioniia l\»r sonio cxpliviiaiioii ijf jJio ino* 
Uvi!.H fur iinqiin'alioHN. 

I Ik^ im.’OVFr nl l.hc! aniirl, of irnna wiih va),*;un aiul i^vaslvu, 
1' imhi n rojiy nl ol (lii'. Saxon lunliaHMiHlor^ wliiali 

roarhoil l''ro(lm'iaIvV< liands, In* Irai’iO'il lliat thisimswrr liiul 
ihani m winalnl oX|H'onaly (o raioai | ho kiu)i; idl lirr to ttxhanjil 
Ilia ri^aourn’S in <’uiin(<‘rannanM'n(?s or (o alrikr, tin* jii.si; 
hlow< ill ivhirh raso alom^ Ansiria r«Mihl roidioii ujion 1 Ih! 
iimaimlilional pai'liripatinn of hor iillira, Oii llin 'Jijth of 
Jinu?, lluMonproas liorstdl rrail (ho rrply with ♦amno innhar- 
ra.MSiuonI lo K (hi! Mnissian amhaafiadnr 1|. \v;,ij 
In (hoi iflli!r,(, (hii(, ** in (In* prrai’iH rridral a(alo of |!|onoriil 
allihi'Hj hor iliity iiinl (lu! iliiJ^oi( y nl hor rrowii lorpiirnl In^j* 
to (:iko inoiiHorrs roinliirivn In Iwrowo fiahOy and (o (liiil.of 
hnr (rirnds and alliivi, and nol injoriouN In (lin inli'nvMl.H of 
any pnrson.'^ Tins I'lnprrsH (hen inolinniid llio ainhuMjiiiilor 
to rntiin. 

II. wiiH not liknly (hid. landi an nvasivo nnawisr a« lliiM 
would aaiisiy Kirdi-rick. On (ho 'Jd nf Ai 4 !,nMt, hn IhuH 
wrntn to Ida anihanaador in \0nmm: rnply of thn rnmi. 

ol \ innna In (hn h’SN NaliNliirlnry , an 1 mn in poHHi’NHion of 
llin pliOiN nl idlaisk nl ({nfisia and Anatria, and havn proulH 
lhat thnir oxnrntinn hiiN horn did'nrrnd only hrran.sn (ho 
KilNsiaiiN uns nnl rnady^ I thnridorn dnnin inyarlf jtiNliliad 
in ilnmandinii; Innu (hn nmproN.H a pmisiNO and ONpliriido* 
nlaratioii lhat alin haa no ininnlion to ailark inn niltinr dnriiii^ 
ihn proHoiil. nr (hn in!x(, your. Wiirllinr aim ^ivi^n nm tliia 
dnclundion in wriliiiMi, or vnrtially in thn prnammn of lias 
andiiiHsiidorH of I'h^^laini and hVinmi*, ia indiflitrnnl^ In nm 
and dnpnndfi upon Imr own plnaaiirn; hot I lomd know 
u lusl.hoi I am to isKport. \viir or piNiroi *i*hiN thn mniiroHS 
aloiii! run ilnrido. Hut il [ rnndvMi an onmntar) ri|nivo- 
pdMi^» isvaaiv'n auawiostlm ninproNN will havit (u roprnaoh 
ImrNidi for nil (Im ronaninoiirrH that, if iiionI. draw upon Imr. 
I J^htdl r(*|i;ard il. un a imnlirioalion of tlm dany^rrooN arlmim a 
wliirh koNHiii hiiN plinnmd iiyain.Hl. iim,unil I rail lloavon In 
wilnoNH I lull. I inn iiinoroot. o! (hr ralantiloiia nxsnUa of fliirJi 
rondnri/* 

'rim HII.HWCI' IVom Viutmii (»(' llm voili »r Aumiwt 
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nt great length that Prussia had been the first to arm, and 
that the treaty of the 22d of May 1746 between Russia and 
Austria was not an , offensive treaty, which sufficiently 
showed how unfounded were the apprehensions of Prussia; 
for the rest it referred to the first answer of the 26th of 
July, In this predicament, Frederick would fain have 
made an ally of Saxony; but all his endeavours to concili- 
ate the king of Poland proved fruitless* Every thing fore- 
boded speedy hostilities; and the king was convinced, as 
on the former occasion, that it would be most advantageous 
to him not to await but to anticipate the attack, and to sur- 
prise his enemies before they liad completed their prepara- 
tions. 

Frederick, though n consummate judge of military merit, 
showed himself, through his whole life, but too ready to 
affront even his best officers on what might be deemed very 
slight occasions. Thus we have seen that, during the se- 
cond Silesian war, the brave marshal Scluveriii, who had 
rondored the most important services to his sovereign, as yet 
inexperienced in military operations, had fallen into dis- 
grace, quitted tlie army, and retired to his estates. Acci- 
dentally meeting his brother at tlie Ridotto, soon after the 
Gonelusion of peace, the king inquired : What is the mar- 
shal doing?” — «Heis attending to the cultivation of his 
estates and the management of his affairs, your majesty; 
for the rest, ho is quite well.’^ — “When you write to him, 
salute him in my name,” rejoined Frederick. “He is a 
great man, but he is obstinate, and forgets that I am king,” 
A year afterwards, he invited the marshal to Berlin. 
Schwerin went, and was in the king^s ante-chamber by 
eight o’clock in the morning, just as his hussar was taking 
in coffee. He sent in his name. The king gave no answer, 
took up his flute, and walked to and fro for a quarter of an 
hour extemporising. Laying down his instrument, he 
buckled on his sword, and then ordered the marshal to be 
ad mi tied. He motioned the attendant to retire. Of the 
conversation that ensued nothing is known, but that it was 
at first loud and warm, gradually subsiding till nothing could 
bo lieard in the ante-chamber. Schwerin was in high spirits 
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when he left the king, who had given him an invitation to 
dinner. 

Before the commencement of hostilities, Frederick was 
anxious to conciliate another of the tried and distinguished 
leaders of his troops. Zieten, the dashing commander of 
the hussars, had been for some time in disgrace with the 
king. Pie, with many other officers, had early conceived a 
jealousy of Winterfeld, because Frederick was thought to 
honour him with his more especial confidence, and fre- 
quently gave him commissions, to which his rank might 
be supposed not to entitle him. In 1745 he even preferred 
a formal complaint on this subject to the king, and accused 
Winterfeld of doing him ill offices with his majesty. 
assured,” replied Frederick, that I liave seen with great 
pain from your letter that you entortuin the idea that I have 
taken a dislike to you or am discontented with your ser- 
vices. I beg you to believe that neither the one nor the 
other is the case; that, on the contrary, I esteem you as a 
meritorious officer, and am perfectly satisfied with your 
valour, skill, and fidelity, But, if at times I give particular 
commissions to Winterfeld to do this or that, according to 
my instructions imparted to him in secrecy, I cannot suffer 
any one to interfere in such matters or to tie my hands, 
especially as in these cases there is nothing that trenches 
on your rank and seniority. I hope this will make you 
quite easy on the subject.” 

Zieten had in his regiment many volunteers of distinc- 
tion, in favour of whom he was less strict in regard to dis- 
cipline, and this drew upon him the severe displeasure of 
the king. In the year 1753, a great encampment was 
formed near Spandau. Zieten was there with his hussars, 
The regiment was advancing into the line, preceded by the 
kettle-drums which it had taken at Katholisch-PIennersdorf, 

You are good for nothing,” cried the king, ^^back, behind 
the front!” Afterwards, at the special review, he upbraided 
the whole regiment in the severest terms, and said that it 
was composed of rude un planed clowns,” In this manner 
he continued to vent his displeasure, Zieten, who was 
standing before the front with drawn sabre, could no longer 
repress his boiling indignation, Turning towards the king, 
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uiitl thrusting his sabre, rattling with the vehemence of the 
action, into its scal)bard, he said in an emphatic tone: <«If 
then, in tlm deviPs name, we are good for nothing now, 
ill ere was a time when we knew how to do our duty like 
iirave men, At that time, when we were needed, we were 
f!;()od enough. «Ycs,” cried Frederick, quite as angrily, 

“ then you wore good, now you are good for nolhing^what- 
evor.^^ During the time tlie manoeuvres lasted, Zicten 
never drew his sabre again, but remained in the camp as a 
more spectator. In a subsequent review the king was dis- 
Hatished with an attack of the same regiment, and said 
angrily to Zioteu: will sec no more of you and your 

voginiunt, got out of my sight!'’ The general galloped off 
to his regin Hint, tirew it out of the line, and without cere- 
mony marched it oil’ to its garrison, 

Now, on the eve of war, F rcdcrick felt tliat it would be 
politic to malce up matters with the brave general of hussars, 
To this cntl, he directed Winterfeld to sound him as to 
^vllai he ,should do in case of hostilities. I shall solicit my 
dismission,” replied Zieten, who was far more deeply 
alUicted by tiie recent loss of his wife and his only son, 
than by tlio king’s displeasure; ^Miot only because my 
health i.s im()a-ired hy iieavy sorrows, but also because the 
king has conceived sucli an antipathy to my principles that 
1 have no ])rosi)ect of recovering his favour,” Winterfeld 
strove to dissuade him from his Intention, and intimated 
that ever so slight a stop would be sullicicnt to make the 
king his friend for ever. Tliis step the brave sohlier declined 
to take, conceiving that he )md a right to demand justice 
instead of being called upon to make .sub missiouB: he there 
foi’c ijogged Winterfeld, not without irony, to use all his 
inlhiencewilli the king to procure for him as speedily as 
possible the dismission which he desired. 

Wlntorfehi reported the result to the king, and Frederick 
nercoivod that it was ncccs.sary for him to do something 
■ himself to conciliate the old general /leten was then 
residing in Derlin, and Frederick, confident ol the success 
of his great superiority, paid him a personal visit Aieten^ 
rocoivod tho monarch with all due respect; tli^e king s toy 
to persuade hi>s old comrade that the source of all preceding 
voi^. 
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luimiiulci'Hlnndini^.H wim ii (iiIko iiolion ^vliioh Ik^ Imil Inltch 
iij), niid i)I1'<u'(hI liini his hniwl in foliini ol' |h'ii<‘(', Ziutcn 
sliug(!;l(!(l long willi ('.ouloiuling ciiioliou.M, iind would |i(ii’- 
hujifl Imvn found nioaiiN to lia/lio llus king, had not I ho lulUsr 
known how to tonc.h him in tho (ondoroal poinl, “ No,'* 
Haid lui, witli llmtOKll^(^'(Hion ofoyo and tono which rondurod 
him irniHiatihlo, “ I am Huro juni will mit n l'uso nu!; fora 
loyal gonnrnl, like yon, cannot doHort hia king and Ida coun- 
try, when ouU)ringn|ion a dangoiania war: holh have (daced 

thoir rolianco U|M)n you aa tini moat honoat of iialriola.’’. 

Zicton, deeply agitated, Hunk at tin; king'n I'col. >• I awcar 
cvcrlnating fnkdity to your majoaty,” aaid hoj “ I awcar to 
dedicate t(> you tho laat dro|i (if hlood in my v('ina." 'rhe 
hi.Hlory of iho enmiing war will ahow how mddy the vt;l('ran 
jHirforinod thia vow, 

i'redorick waa alill ohiig(;(l to keep hia dcaign oldpcning 
tin; campaign at onco a pndonnd a(;cr(;t. It hchooved him 
t() clear himacif from all poaaihh; a((apicion in tho mindaof 
hia own oflicera that ho waa atriving to draw down tho 

tcmpcHl. Ilcmimmouod hia principal to I’oladam, 

and Uiero, in an audionco which he gave 

Schwerin, and at which g(;ncrala Winierfcid and Uclzow 

were pnisonl, ho communicated to ncrvaula 

the reHohilioii which he had formed to fruairale the plan of 
lus enemiOH hoho'c it coidd In; pul. into nx(;c(dion, inlio'niing 
them lliut to thi.s end the arrangomenla for marching were 
already made, and that there waa now nothing to do hut to 
doviao the moat ellicient plan of operation. 

VVinlerleld, the tcing'a faithlid (tdvi.aer, w'aa tho nnly one 
who had been provioualy iniliid(;d into Ida a(!(!r(!t. Schwerin 
and Uol’/,ow wore mirpriaod, and ilm former neeimnl hnrt 
lhat im had not Imen (anlior accpiaioted with ilo; king'a in- 
Icnlioiia. It waa |Kirlm)w llm caution of age which led him 
to make aome roinoiialramn'H; he llioiight it laah to lia/ard 
tins welfare of the atnte, ami ntc.omincmled rather that every 
eflorl ahonid he tried to divert the Hlorni and to remlfn- it 
harinlca.s. Uotzow, an organ of the jn ince.a of llm hlood, who 
were nxlromely averse to the war, he(;iman they had not 
penolralion enough to discover the neceaaily for it, coincided 
with tho marshul on a dilUaent grmind. lie urged that it 



FREDERICK THE GREAT* 


201 


ivas cliingerous lo be the first to lake up arms, as that would 
I’ousc anew the jealousy of most of the European courts; 

llio cal)inet of Vienna would not fail to attribute the 
war king^s thirst of conquest, and to call upon the 

n-narautcufi of the treaty of Westphalia to maintain the peace 
of ('lornuiny : besides, Prussia was unable to cope with such 
fjupcjrior j^owers. Winterfeld, on the contrary, defended 
the views of the king: he insisted that it was better suited 
to the position of the state to attack than to wait to be at- 
tacked; that it now seemed easy to transfer the theatre of 
i\w war to the Austrian territory, and that success was the 
more eortaiu, inasmuch as Austria had not completed her 
arnianicuts, and Russia had relapsed into her former inac- 
tivity. Thus did opinions difler, till the king produced the 
i)nnei\4 which he had contrived to obtain from the archives 
at Dresdeu and other sources. ^^Froin these you will see, 
‘Q-oiitlcinun/^ said ho, ‘Hhe danger which impends over our 
heads; mul you will do me the justice to admit that it is a 
duly whic.h I owe to loy own honour and to the security ot 
in V dominions, to attack the Saxons and Austrians, and to 
Ktvunule their atrocious design in the birth, before they can 
j'oooive assistance from tlieir allies. Prepared as 1 am, I 
shall not fail to set my army in motion, as soon as the ques- 
tion Which is the best way to open the campaign? can be 


Seliworin and Rclzow could not make any further opposi- 
tion, liny the former, recovering all his youthful ardour, 
••.xcliiiincil : “If wo must have war, lotus march to-morrow. 
Lake poasc.ssion of Saxony, and in lliat country abounding 
willi corn, establish our maguxines, to secure our future ope- 

' have been precisely about this time, that m an in- 

terview witli Sir Andrew Mitchell, vvho, it may b® presemet , 
was eiulcnvonrlng to dissuade bun from immediate hostili- 
tie.s, i-'reclerick burst, forth into those 

1^1 «Whal,8ir!-Whatdoyou8ec m my face?-Was 

r?;m .1.^ 
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